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ON  THE  COVER:  A shy  beauty  found  by  Eric  Ripma  in  South  Dakota's  Black  Hills  at  Spearfish  Canyon,  Lawrence 
County  on  10  (here  20)  July  2010,  this  Orange-billed  Nightingale-Thrush  provided  merely  the  third  record  of  the 
species  for  North  America  north  of  Mexico.  Orange-billed  ranges  from  northern  Mexico  to  northern  South  America, 
and  the  the  two  prior  records  are  from  southern  Texas.  The  Black  Hills  bird  was  heard  singing  through  most  of  its 
!:  sojourn,  until  1 9 August,  when  last  reported,  though  seeing  it  often  proved  challenging.  Birders  from  all  four  cor- 
ners of  continent  made  the  pilgrimage  to  Spearfish  Canyon  over  the  summer.  Photograph  by  Christopher  Taylor. 

The  Nesting  Season:  June  through  July  2010 
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Abstract 

Three  species  of  South  American  birds  previ- 
ously unrecorded  in  North  America  have  re- 
cently been  photographically  documented  in 
eastern  Panama.  Long-winged  Harrier  (Circus 
buffoni),  hrst  reported  from  a sighting  in 
1995,  has  been  identifiably  photographed 
from  two  localities  in  eastern  Panama  in  2009 
and  2010.  With  six  records  to  date  from  Dar- 
ien and  eastern  Panama  Province,  the  species 
appears  to  be  a rare  vagrant  in  the  country. 
Large-billed  Seed-Finch  (Oryzohonis  cras- 
sirostris)  and  Yellow-hooded  Blackbird 
(Chrysomus  icteroccphalus)  were  first  ob- 
served and  photographed  by  a party  led  by 
the  author  and  Robert  Dean  in  June  2007  at 
El  Real,  Darien.  Both  species  have  regularly 
been  reported  from  the  site  by  other  observers 
since  that  time  and  appear  to  be  established 
and  breeding  in  Panama.  To  date,  the  black- 
bird has  only  been  reported  from  this  locality, 
but  the  seed-hnch  has  now  been  recorded  as 
far  west  as  eastern  Panama  Province  and  may 
continue  to  spread. 

Long-winged  Harrier: 
fielaencounters 

The  hrst  report  of  Long-winged  Harrier  (Cir- 
cus buffoni)  from  Panama  was  a sight  record 
by  Dennis  Rogers  (in  litt.),  on  28  August 
1995,  at  a rice  farm  in  Tocumen  Marsh,  east- 
ern Panama  Province  (9°  4’  N,  79°  22’  W;  see 
Figure  1).  The  bird  was  hrst  observed  perched 
on  a small  shrub  about  20  meters  from  the 
observer.  After  about  10  minutes,  it  flushed 
and  flew  directly  away  across  the  rice  helds. 
Rogers  described  it  as  “a  medium-sized,  dark, 
slender,  harrier-type  hawk  perched  in  full 
prohle.  Most  of  the  body  was  a rich  chocolate 
brown,  with  some  darker  mottling.  The  legs 
were  somewhat  long  and  yellow-orange  in 
color.  The  bill  was  small  and  presented  an 


owl-like  countenance,  with  paler  mottling 
around  the  bill  and  towards  the  eyes.  In  hight, 
the  harrier  shape  was  even  more  apparent. 
The  wings  were  mostly  the  same  color  as  the 
body,  with  a light  area  on  the  base  of  the  pri- 
maries. The  underwings  were  not  seen  clear- 
ly as  the  bird  flew  directly  away.  The  tail  was 
somewhat  lighter  due  to  about  5 or  6 irregu- 
lar light  colored  bars.  A whitish  rump  patch 
stood  out.  The  rump  patch  was  narrower  than 
is  normal  for  Northern  Harrier  though  still  a 
bit  wider  than  the  Tudor  illustration  of  the 
Long-winged  on  Plate  HI  of  Birds  of 
Venezuela."  Rogers  also  noted  that  brown  fe- 
males and  immatures  of  Northern  Harrier 
would  be  much  more  rufous,  and  that  other 
South  American  harriers  would  not  be  so 
dark.  This  report  evidently  refers  to  a dark- 
morph  Long-winged  Harrier,  though  whether 
adult  or  immature  cannot  be  determined  from 
the  details  noted. 

Allen  Chartier  (in  litt.)  and  Nancy  Chartier 
obtained  a second  sight  record  on  1 January 
2001,  at  the  airstrip  at  El  Real  (8°  7’  N,  77°  44’ 
W),  Darien  Province.  The  airstrip  is  sur- 
rounded by  wet,  marshy  grassland.  The  ob- 
servers saw  a “largish  dark  raptor”  flying  low 
over  the  canegrass  at  the  end  of  the  runway 
about  30  meters  away.  Chartier  described  it  as 
having  “an  all-black  head  and  underparts. 
The  upperwing  and  underwing  coverts  were 
all  black,  as  was  the  back.  The  face  showed 
faintly,  but  clearly,  a suggestion  of  facial  disks 
(characteristic  of  harriers).  The  bill  was  dark 
and  the  color  of  the  cere  was  not  determined, 
as  it  wasn’t  particularly  conspicuous.  The 
remiges  were  checkered  (or  barred)  with 
black  and  medium  gray  both  above  and  be- 
low. The  tail  had  5-7  black  bars  with  the  same 
medium  gray  between.  The  rump  and  upper- 
tail  coverts  were  black  except  for  a very  nar- 
row white  edge  on  the  distal  uppertail 


coverts.  The  bird  was  shaped  very  much  like 
a Northern  Harrier,  with  very  long  narrow 
(but  not  tapered)  wings  and  a long,  narrow 
tail  that  was  longer  than  the  width  of  the 
wings.  The  wings  were  held  in  a distinct  di- 
hedral like  a Turkey  Vulture,  but  shallower. 
The  legs  were  not  seen.”  In  his  report,  Charti- 
er noted  that  “Zone-tailed  Hawk,  which  has 
apparently  been  recorded  from  this  precise  lo- 
cation only  once  before  (Robert  Ridgley, 
1975),  has  broader  wings,  a shorter  tail,  white 
tail  bands,  dark  remiges  from  above,  a promi- 
nent yellow  cere,  and  lacks  facial  disks.  Other 
dark  raptors  [...]  are  not  shaped  like  this  bird 
at  all.”  This  report  also  evidently  refers  to  a 
dark-morph  Long-winged  Harrier. 

A third  sight  record  was  made  by  Jan  Axel 
Cubilla  (in  litt.)  and  a party  including  Clau- 
dia Ahrens,  ’William  Ahrens,  Jose  Carlos  Gar- 
da, Karl  Kaufmann,  Rafael  Luck,  Rosabel 
Miro,  Mahelis  Samudio,  and  Francisco  Wong, 
on  24  June  2006,  at  the  same  rice  farm  in  Toc- 
umen Marsh  where  the  first  record  by  Rogers 
was  obtained.  Cubilla  reported  that  bird  was 
hrst  seen  at  about  11  a.m.,  flying  over  the 
helds  about  200  meters  away,  soaring  low 
with  the  wings  in  a slight  dihedral,  tipping 
from  side  to  side  and  happing  infrequently.  It 
was  relocated  again  about  a half  hour  later, 
when  it  was  again  seen  in  hight  about  100 
meters  away,  sometimes  hovering  and  then 
descending  to  the  ground  as  if  in  pursuit  of 
prey.  The  bird  was  observed  for  about  15  min- 
utes as  it  gradually  moved  away.  It  was  seen  to 
have  a black  head  and  ventral  part  of  the 
neck,  well  demarcated  from  creamy  white  un- 
derparts, which  lacked  other  marks.  It  had 
white  marks  on  the  face  and  crown,  but  it 
could  not  be  determined  if  these  formed  a su- 
perciliary or  other  distinct  marking.  It  had 
long  yellow-orange  legs,  which  were  conspic- 
uous when  it  let  them  hang  below  its  body 
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while  hovering.  The  upperparts  were  dusky, 
with  a paler  contrasting  panel  on  the  primar- 
ies, which  were  tipped  black.  No  wing  bars  or 
stripes  were  noted,  and  the  pattern  and  color 
of  the  underwings  could  not  be  determined 
but  appeared  pale.  There  was  a very  promi- 
nent narrow  white  rump  patch.  The  tail  was 
dusky  with  four  or  hve  (possibly  more)  very 
narrow  pale  bars  (noted  mainly  when  the  tail 
was  spread  while  hovering)  and  was  square- 
tipped.  Kaufmann  obtained  two  photographs, 
but  they  were  too  blurry  for  dehnitive  species 
identification.  This  record  evidently  pertains 
to  a light-morph  adult,  probably  a female,  as 
the  upperparts  were  noted  as  being  dusky 
rather  than  blackish. 

The  fourth  record,  and  the  first  from  which 
definitive  photographs  were  obtained,  was  on 
the  morning  of  5 November  2009,  by  Eu- 
clides  Campos  (in  litt.),  who  visited  the 
airstrip  at  El  Real,  Darien  Province,  Panama, 
accompanied  by  Isaac  Pizarro  and  Alex  Gue- 
vara Oones  and  Komar  2010).  As  they  ap- 
proached the  airstrip,  they  flushed  a raptor, 
which  was  found  again  perched  in  a dead  tree 
about  40  meters  away.  The  bird  remained 
there  preening  for  about  30  minutes,  and 
Campos  was  able  to  obtain  several  photo- 
graphs (Figure  2).  It  then  flew  away  about  4 
meters  above  the  ground  until  the  observers 
lost  sight  of  it. 

The  photographs  show  a slender,  mostly 
chocolate  brown  raptor,  with  whitish  super- 
ciliaries  and  a distinct  facial  disk  framed  by 
thin  white  semicircles.  The  thighs  are  rufous. 
There  is  sparse  whitish  flecking  on  the  chest 
and  several  grayish  tail  bands.  The  bill  ap- 
pears yellow  with  a slightly  darker  tip,  and 
the  legs  and  feet  are  yellow-orange.  The  rump 
is  not  visible  in  the  photographs.  The  clearly 
demarcated  facial  disk  and  the  lanky  shape  in- 
dicate the  bird  is  a Circus  harrier.  Neither 
Northern  (C.  cyaneus)  nor  Cinereous  Harrier 
(C.  cinereus)  has  rufous  thighs  or  such  dark 
plumage.  The  bird  can  be  unequivocally  iden- 
tihed  as  a dark-morph  Long-winged  Harrier, 
and  the  whitish  flecking  on  the  chest  indi- 
cates that  it  is  a juvenile. 

The  hfth  report,  which  also  yielded  photo- 
graphs, was  about  noon  on  11  April  2010,  by 
Kenneth  Allaire  (in  litt.),  Alfred  Raab,  and 
Marc  and  Joanie  Hubsinger,  at  Tocumen 
Marsh.  According  to  Allaire’s  report  “a  large- 
winged raptor  passed  over  the  road  and  to  our 
right.  . . .We  watched  the  bird  from  the  car  as 
it  landed,  apparently  on  prey,  at  least  100  me- 
ters away.  We  left  the  car  and  waited  at  least  5 
minutes  for  it  to  alight,  which  it  did,  gradual- 
ly coming  closer,  at  which  time  Alfred  collect- 
ed the  flight  photographs  [Figures  3,  4].  It 
then  crossed  back  to  the  left  side  of  the  road 


Figure  1 . Map  of  eastern  Panama,  showing  localities  mentioned  in  the  text.  The  dashed  line  shows  the  Pan-American  Highway. 
Names  of  provinces  are  shown  in  italics.  Map  by  Darien  Montanez. 


Figure  2.  Oark-morph  Long-winged  Harrier,  El  Real,  Darien  Province,  Panama,  5 November  2009.  Photograph  by  Euclides  Campos. 
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Figure  3.  Pale-morph  male  Long-winged  Harrier,  Tocumen  Marsh,  Panama  Province, 
Panama  11  April  2010.  Photograph  by  Alfred  Raab. 


Figure  4.  Pale-morph  male  Long-winged  Harrier,  Tocumen  Marsh,  Panama  Province, 
Panama,  11  April  2010.  Photograph  by  Alfred  Raab. 


and  disappeared,  but  Mark  had  seen  roughly 
where  it  landed  and  we  drove  forward  to  that 
area.  [...]  The  raptor  was  truly  quite  long- 
winged, the  massive  size  eliminating  Northern 
Harrier  even  before  other  field  marks  were 
noted.  It  had  what  appeared  to  be  a fully  dark 
head,  and  white-to-cream-colored  underparts. 


1 did  not  note  streaking  below 
in  the  field.  (I  feel  it  was  defi- 
nitely an  adult  male.)  It  had  a 
wide  and  banded  tail,  dark 
trailing  edges  on  the  wings, 
thicker  closer  to  the  body,  as 
seen  both  from  above  and  be- 
low as  it  'harried’.  It  had  black 
tips  to  the  primaries  from  both 
above  and  below,  and  from 
above  the  middle  portion  of 
the  wings  gleamed  silver  in 
flight.  Between  the  harrier-like 
behavior  of  the  bird  and  the  de- 
tails of  plumage,  which  we 
spoke  out  loud  even  as  we 
watched  and  photographed,  I 
had  no  doubt  as  to  the  specific 
identity  of  Long-winged  Harri- 
er.” In  subsequent  correspon- 
dence, Allaire  also  noted  that 
the  rump  was  white,  and  that 
“[tjhe  back  was  all-black,  with 
the  black  extending  onto  at 
least  the  lesser  coverts.  The  rest 
of  the  wing  was  gray,  really 
shining  silver  in  the  good  sun- 
light, with  black  wing  tips  and 
trailing  edge.” 

Figures  3 and  4 show  a rap- 
tor with  long,  broad  wings  and 
a long  tail.  The  head  and  throat 
are  blackish,  with  a suggestion 
of  white  markings  on  the  face. 
The  breast  and  lower  under- 
parts are  whitish,  with  a faint 
buff  cast  and  obscure  faint  bar- 
ring along  the  flanks.  The  un- 
derwing coverts,  flight  feath- 
ers, and  tail  are  pale  gray 
barred  with  black.  There  is  a 
very  wide  and  distinct  black 
border  to  the  trailing  edge  of 
the  wings  along  the  secondar- 
ies. A male  pale-morph  Long- 
winged Harrier  is  the  only  New 
World  raptor  that  would  show 
the  combination  of  blackish 
head,  whitish  underparts,  and 
black-barred  gray  underwing 
coverts,  flight  feathers,  and  tail, 
with  a wide  black  margin  along 
the  secondaries. 

Surprisingly,  an  additional 
sight  record  of  a different  Long-winged  Harri- 
er was  obtained  on  the  same  day  in  approxi- 
mately the  same  locality  as  the  previous 
record.  Euclides  Campos  (in  litt.),  accompa- 
nied by  Alex  Guevara,  also  visited  Tocumen 
Marsh  on  11  April  2010.  They  saw  a bird  fly- 
ing low  over  a harvested  rice  field  in  the  man- 


ner of  a Turkey  Vulture,  with  the  wings  in  a di- 
hedral. It  was  observed  with  a spotting  scope 
for  about  5 minutes,  landing  briefly  four 
times.  The  bird  was  almost  entirely  sooty 
black,  with  a prominent  facial  disk,  a gray 
patch  on  the  upper  part  of  the  primaries,  and 
a banded  tail.  The  feet  were  conspicuously 
yellow-orange.  This  record  evidently  pertains 
to  a dark-morph  male  Long-winged  Harrier,  a 
different  individual  from  the  pale-morph  male 
observed  by  the  Allaire  party  the  same  day. 

Discussion 

Long-winged  Harrier  is  one  of  three  New 
World  species  of  the  genus  Circus.  It  is  wide- 
spread in  South  America,  ranging  from  north- 
ern Colombia  to  southern  Argentina,  but  it  is 
mostly  absent  from  western  Amazonia.  In 
various  parts  of  its  range,  it  may  be  sedentary, 
nomadic,  or  migratory;  numbers  increase  in 
the  northern  part  of  its  range  during  the  aus- 
tral winter  in  from  April  to  September  (Fer- 
guson-Lees  and  Christie  2001).  Its  habitat  in- 
cludes marshes,  wet  grasslands,  rice  fields, 
and  other  cultivation. 

The  origin  of  the  Long-winged  Harriers 
that  have  been  reported  in  Panama  is  uncer- 
tain. In  Colombia,  the  species  is  recorded 
west  of  the  Andes  only  in  the  middle  Cauca 
Valley  in  Valle  Province,  where  it  is  rare.  East 
of  the  Andes  it  is  recorded  from  Arauca  and  to 
southern  Meta  Province  and  eastward  to  ex- 
treme northeastern  Meta,  being  fairly  com- 
mon in  northeastern  Meta,  and  less  numerous 
in  western  Meta  (Hilty  and  Brown  1986).  The 
species  is  not  known  to  occur  in  the  area  ad- 
jacent to  the  Panamanian  border.  It  is  approx- 
imately 500  kilometers  from  the  westernmost 
part  of  the  species’  range  in  the  middle  Cauca 
Valley  to  El  Real  and  another  200  kilometers 
to  Tocumen. 

The  breeding  distribution  and  seasonality 
of  Long-winged  Harrier  is  poorly  known,  as 
are  its  movements.  The  species  breeds  from 
September  to  January  in  central  Argentina.  It 
occurs  December  to  August  in  Trinidad, 
where  it  has  been  recorded  breeding  in  June 
(ffrench  1973).  In  Colombia,  one  seen  carry- 
ing grass  in  August  near  Meta  may  have  been 
nesting  (Hilty  and  Brown  1986).  Numbers  in- 
crease in  the  northern  part  of  the  range  during 
the  austral  winter  from  April  through  Septem- 
ber, but  some  remain  in  central  Argentina  at 
that  time,  and  others  wander  south  to  Tierra 
del  Fuego  (Ferguson-Lees  and  Christie  2001). 

There  is  no  clear  seasonal  pattern  to  the 
records  from  Panama,  which  have  occurred  in 
January,  April,  June,  August,  and  November. 
Those  from  April,  June,  and  August  could 
pertain  to  austral  migrants  from  the  southern 
part  of  the  range  that  have  overshot  the  nor- 
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Figure  S.  Male  Large-billed  Seed-Finch,  El  Real,  Darien  Province,  Panama,  16  June 
2007.  Photograph  by  Kevin  Easley. 


Figure  6.  Male  Large-billed  Seed-Finch,  El  Real,  Darien  Province,  Panama,  21  Septem- 
ber 2008.  Photograph  by  Alex  Guevara. 


mal  wintering  area  in  nortliern  SoutLi  Ameri- 
ca. Those  from  January,  April,  and  November 
could  represent  post-breeding  wanderers 
from  the  northern  part  of  the  range. 

Several  species  of  open-country  raptors 
have  colonized  Panama  in  the  past  50  years. 
White-tailed  Kite  (Elanus  leucnirus)  was  first 
recorded  in  the  country  in  1967  but  became 
established  rapidly  and  now  is  fairly  common 
to  common  in  open  areas  on  the  Pacific  slope 
and  parts  of  the  Caribbean  slope  (Ridgely  and 
Gwynne  1989).  Pearl  Kite  {Gampsonyx 
swainsonii)  was  first  recorded  in  1977  (Ridge- 
ly and  Gwynne  1989).  It  is  now  is  uncom- 
mon to  fairly  common  in  open  areas  on  much 
of  the  Pacific  slope  and  parts  of  the 
Caribbean  slope.  American  Kestrel  (Falco 
sparverius')  was  first  recorded  breeding  in 
eastern  Panama  in  1995  and  is  now  evident- 
ly a rare  resident  in  open  areas  eastern  Pana- 
ma Province  and  Darien.  This  breeding  pop- 
ulation appears  to  have  colonized  Panama 
from  northern  Colombia  (Angehr  2006, 
Angehr  et  al.  2008)  based  on  the  relative  lack 
of  spotting  characteristic  of  subspecies  from 
this  region.  The  spread  of  these  species  has 
evidently  been  due  to  the  extensive  defor- 
estation that  has  taken  place  in  Panama  and 
adjacent  countries  in  recent  years.  It  is  possi- 
ble that  the  Long-winged  Harrier  could  fol- 
low this  precedent  and  eventually  breed  and 
become  established  in  Panama.  The  fact  that 
three  of  the  six  records  have  occurred  be- 
tween November  2009  and  April  2010  sug- 
gests that  the  species  may  be  becoming  more 
a more  frequent  visitor  to  Panama. 

Large-billed  Seed-Finch: 
field  encounters 

The  author  and  Robert  Dean  led  a field  trip  to 
El  Real,  Darien,  from  15  to  18  June  2007. 
Other  party  members  included  Kevin  Easley, 
Dev  Joslin,  Ron  Hoff,  and  Holly  Ann  Myers. 
After  arriving  in  El  Real  by  plane  on  the 
morning  of  15  June,  we  went  to  our  accom- 
modations in  the  center  of  town.  At  4 p.m.,  all 
party  members  except  Easley  went  back  to 
the  airstrip.  As  we  approached  the  airstrip. 
Dean  and  1 saw  a finch  perched  on  tall  grass 
canes  about  10  meters  away.  It  appeared  to  be 
larger  than  a Thick-billed  Seed-Einch  (Ory- 
zobonisfunereus)  and  entirely  black  except  for 
a prominent  small  white  speculum  on  the 
bend  of  the  wing  and  a very  large  whitish  bill, 
indicating  to  us  that  it  was  one  of  the  larger 
species  of  Otyzoborus  and  therefore  one  not 
previously  known  from  the  area.  (“Speculum” 
here  indicates  the  basal  part  of  the  primaries 
adjacent  the  greater  upperprimary  coverts,  as 
seen  from  above  [see  Ridgely  and  Greenfield 
2001b].)  The  following  morning,  the  entire 


party  returned  to  the  airstrip 
and  saw  at  least  three  addition- 
al males,  some  of  which  were 
singing,  in  the  marshy  grass- 
land that  surrounds  the 
airstrip.  1 observed  that  one 
bird  had  white  underwing 
coverts  when  it  flew.  I recorded 
the  song,  and  Easley  obtained 
several  photographs  (Eigure 
5).  On  the  morning  of  17  June, 
the  party  birded  along  the 
Pirre  Road,  a dirt  track  that 
runs  south  of  El  Real  towards 
Darien  National  Park.  I briefly 
saw  a large  brown  finch  in  wet 
pasture  by  the  road  that  I be- 
lieved to  be  a female  Large- 
billed Seed-Einch  (0.  cras- 
sirostris)  but  was  not  certain. 

The  party  saw  a singing  male 
again  at  the  airstrip  as  we  were 
departing  on  the  morning  of 
18  June. 

Since  these  initial  records 
(reported  in  Jones  and  Komar 
2007),  the  species  has  been 
recorded  repeatedly  at  the  El 
Real  airstrip  by  other  ob- 
servers. Euclides  Campos  re- 
ported finding  singing  males  at 
the  site  on  a trip  to  El  Real  be- 
tween 4 and  7 August  2008. 

Campos,  together  with  Alex 
Guevara  and  Ramiro  Duque, 
found  the  species  there  again 
on  21  September  2008,  and 
Guevara  obtained  a photo- 
graph of  a male  (Eigure  6; 

Jones  and  Komar  2009).  On  12 
June  2009,  a group  including 
Darien  Montanez  (in  litt.), 

Delicia  Montanez,  Rosabel 
Miro,  Karl  Kaufmann,  Jan  Axel 
Cubilla,  William  and  Claudia 
Ahrens,  Janet  and  Glen  Lee, 

Vivian  Diaz,  and  Joe  Hindman 
observed  three  males  singing 
at  the  airstrip.  On  13  June,  the 
group  returned  to  the  site  and 
saw  at  least  one  male  and  pos- 
sibly a female.  They  again 
found  several  individuals  there 
the  following  day.  On  13  and 
14  June  2009,  Mike  Mulligan  (in  litt.)  and 
Guido  Berguido  found  a single  singing  male 
at  the  airstrip.  A party  including  Dodge  En- 
gleman  (in  litt.),  Lorna  Engleman,  William 
Adsett,  Kenneth  Allaire,  Mark  Letzer,  Dan 
Wade,  and  Kay  Wade  visited  El  Real  22-26 
August  2009.  They  visited  the  airstrip  on  the 


afternoon  of  22  August  and  saw  a male  Large- 
billed Seed-Einch  after  it  responded  to  play- 
back. They  also  saw  a female,  described  as  be- 
ing marginally  lighter  than  a female  Thick- 
billed Seed-Einch,  and  slightly  lighter  below 
than  above,  with  a solidly  black  bill.  On  the 
morning  of  23  August  at  the  start  of  the  Pirre 
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Figure  7.  Male  Large-billed  Seed-Finch,  Yaviza,  Darien  Province,  Panama,  6 November  2009.  Photograph  by  Karl  Kaufmann. 


Road,  they  observed  two  males,  again  re- 
sponding to  a tape.  A party  including  Ken- 
neth Allaire,  Alfred  Raab,  and  Isaac  Pizarro 
also  found  the  species  to  be  conspicuous  at 
the  airstrip  on  a trip  between  6 and  11  July 
2010  Qones  and  Komar  2011). 

Large-billed  Seed-Finch  has  also  been  ob- 
served at  other  localities  in  eastern  Panama. 
Euclides  Campos  and  Laura  Reyes  found  a 
male  singing  at  the  Saint  Francis  Reserve  at 
Torti  (8°  56'  N,  78°  25'  'W)  in  eastern  Panama 
Province  approximately  120  kilometers 
northeast  of  El  Real,  on  14  August  2008.  On 
6 November  2008,  Rosabel  Miro,  Karl  Kauf- 
mann, and  Delicia  and  Darien  Montanez 
found  one  or  two  males  singing  at  a marsh 


along  the  road  about  7.5  kilometers  west  of 
Yaviza,  Darien  Province  (8°  9’  N,  77°  41’  W; 
approximately  8 kilometers  north-northeast 
of  El  Real).  Kaufmann  obtained  several  pho- 
tographs (Figures  7,  8),  and  Mird  obtained  a 
recording  (Figure  9).  Mird  saw  a female  being 
followed  by  juvenile  in  the  brush.  The  party 
saw  males  again  at  the  same  site  on  8 Novem- 
ber (Jones  and  Komar  2009). 

Discussion 

Figures  6-8  show  well  the  very  large  bluish- 
gray  to  whitish  bill  and  conspicuous  white 
speculum  of  the  birds  observed  in  Panama. 
The  shiny  appearance  of  the  bill  is  particular- 
ly well  depicted  in  Figures  7 and  8.  The  white 


speculum  is  generally  conspicuous;  Figure  8 
shows  that  there  is  extensive  white  at  the  base 
of  at  least  seven  primaries,  as  well  as  white 
underwing  coverts  that  extend  at  least  from 
the  bend  of  the  wing  to  near  the  base  of  the 
primaries.  These  features  exclude  the  two 
species  of  Oryzoboms  previously  known  from 
Panama.  The  male  Nicaraguan  Seed-Finch 
(0.  nuttingi)  has  a pinkish  bill  and  lacks  a 
speculum  or  white  wing  linings.  (“'Wing  lin- 
ings” in  this  usage  indicates  all  underwing 
coverts  of  the  remiges,  plus  underwing 
humeral  coverts  and  axillaries.)  The  much 
smaller  male  Thick-billed  Seed-Finch  has  a 
proportionately  smaller,  blackish  bill.  Bill  col- 
or also  excludes  the  geographically  distant 
Black-billed  Seed-Finch  (0.  atrirostris) . 

Of  the  two  whitish-billed  species  of  Ory- 
zobonis  of  South  America,  the  bluish-gray  tone 
is  consistent  with  Large-billed  (at  least  the 
nominate  subspecies),  rather  than  Great-billed 
(0.  maxitriiliani),  which  has  a more  whitish 
bill.  Large-billed  also  is  much  more  probable 
based  on  range.  The  subspecies  crassiwstris 
occurs  in  Colombia  westward  to  the  upper 
Simi  "Valley  (Hilty  and  Brown  1986),  about  200 
kilometers  east-southeast  of  El  Real;  the  clos- 
est locality  listed  for  subspecies  occidentalis  is 
El  Centro  in  the  Magdalena  Valley  of  San- 
tander Province,  Colombia  (Hilty  and  Brown 
1986),  about  470  kilometers  east-southeast  of 
El  Real.  The  closest  population  of  Great-billed 
Seed-Finch  is  on  the  lower  Rio  Caura,  Bolivar 
Province,  Venezuela  (Meyer  de  Schauensee 
and  Phelps  1978),  approximately  1350  km 
east  of  El  Real.  Hilty  and  Brown’s  (1986)  de- 
scription of  0.  c.  occidentalis  in  Colombia  as 
having  a yellowish  white  bill,  and  lacking  a 
speculum  or  having  an  inconspicuous  one, 
suggests  that  the  Panama  birds  belong  to  0.  c. 
crassiwstris  rather  than  occidentalis. 

The  song  of  Large-billed  Seed-Finch  in 
Panama  consists  of  a series  of  sweet,  rich 
whistles  (Figure  9).  There  are  two  introducto- 
ry downslurred  notes,  followed  by  a jumble  of 
shorter  notes,  and  the  song  concludes  with 
several  additional  descending  notes,  the  last 
note  rising  again  at  the  end.  The  song  of 
Large-billed  Seed-Finch  is  described  by  Hilty 
and  Brown  (1986)  as  “a  notably  rich,  mellow- 
whistled  twee  teet;  d’d’d’d  twee-teei;  twee-teer, 
tweet-ear,  du-weet,  du-weet;  also  chut-eet, 
wheet-wheet-wheet  and  other  van”,  based  on  a 
Paul  Schwartz  recording  in  Venezuela  of  a 
subadult  male  excited  by  a caged  bird.  Ridge- 
ly  and  Tudor  (1989)  describe  the  song  in 
southwestern  Colombia  (occidentalis)  as  “a 
series  of  rich,  gurgling,  whistled  notes  lasting 
4 to  5 seconds,  delivered  rapidly  after  some 
slower  introductory  calls.”  Unfortunately, 
there  is  little  if  any  published  information  on 
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Figure  8.  Male  Large-billed  Seed-Finch  in  flight,  showing  extent  of  white  at  base 
of  primaries  and  white  wing  linings,  Yaviza,  Darien  Province,  Panama,  6 November 
2009.  Photograph  by  Karl  Kaufmann. 


individual  or  regional  variation  in  the  song  of 
this  species,  nor  on  distinctions  from  Great- 
billed Seed-Finch. 

The  species-level  classification  of  the  large 
Oryzoborus  seed-finches  is  complex  and  con- 
troversial. Various  populations  are  distributed 
from  Costa  Rica  to  southern  Brazil.  In  this  ac- 
count, I follow  species  limits  as  recognized  by 
American  Ornithologists’  Union  and  its  South 
American  Classification  Committee  (Remsen 
et  al.  2010),  Ridgely  and  Greenfield  (2001), 
and  Ridgely  and  Tudor  (2009).  In  all  popula- 
tions, males  are  entirely  or  almost  entirely 
black  (some  populations  have  a small  white 
wing  speculum  at  the  base  of  the  primaries 
and/or  white  or  partially  white  wing  linings, 
including  the  underwing  coverts  and  axillar- 
ies),  and  females  are  dark  brown.  The  bill  is 
enormously  thick  and  heavy.  Males  may  have 
pinkish,  whitish,  or  black  bills,  depending  on 
the  population;  all  females  have  dusky  or 
blackish  bills.  All  species  inhabit  damp  grassy 
or  shrubby  areas,  often  near  water. 

The  northernmost  species  in  the  genus, 
Nicaraguan  Seed-Finch  occurs  on  the 
Caribbean  slope  of  Central  America  from 
Nicaragua  to  westernmost  Panama.  The  male 
has  a pinkish  bill,  and  is  entirely  black,  lack- 
ing a white  speculum  or  white  wing  linings. 
The  species  has  apparently  spread  south  from 
Nicaragua  since  the  late  1950s  and  1960s 
(Stiles  1984)  and  was  first  reported  from 
Panama  in  1965  (Wetmore  et  al.  1984).  A 
subspecies  described  from  Panama,  loftini 
(Wetmore  1970),  was  considered  to  be  prob- 
ably not  valid  by  Stiles  (1984). 

Large-billed  Seed-Finch  is  distributed 
across  northern  South  America.  The  nomi- 
nate subspecies  occurs  from  north  of  the  An- 
des in  Colombia  in  the  Cauca  and  Magdalena 
Valleys  (Hilty  and  Brown  1986)  eastward 
across  Venezuela  to  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Amazon  in  Brazil,  and  also  in  western  Ama- 
zonia. The  male’s  bill  is  pale  leaden  blue  to 
bluish  white  and  is  smooth  and  shiny  (Meyer 
de  Schauensee  1970,  Meyer  de  Schauensee 
and  Phelps  1978);  the  white  speculum  is  usu- 
ally conspicuous  (although  its  size  is  variable, 
and  it  may  be  absent);  the  wing  linings  are 
white  or  white  mixed  with  black.  The  sub- 
species occidentalis  occurs  west  of  the  Andes 
on  the  southern  Pacific  slope  of  Colombia  in 
Cauca  and  Narino  Provinces  (Hilty  and 
Brown  1986)  and  on  the  Pacific  slope  of 
Ecuador  (Ridgely  and  Greenfield  2001ab  De- 
scriptions of  this  subspecies  in  the  literature 
are  somewhat  inconsistent.  In  Colombia, 
Hilty  and  Brown  (1986)  state  that  the  male 
has  a yellowish  white  bill,  and  that  the  white 
wing  speculum  is  inconspicuous  or  lacking; 
the  wing  linings  are  white  mixed  with  black. 


In  Ecuador,  Ridgely  and  Green- 
field (2001b)  describe  the  male 
as  having  a whitish  bill,  a con- 
spicuous white  wing  speculum, 
and  white  wing  linings.  Restall  et 
al.  (2006)  state  that  occidentalis 
has  a smaller  speculum  than  the 
nominate  subspecies.  Meyer  de 
Schauensee  (1970)  considered 
occidentalis  to  belong  to  0.  maxi- 
miliani,  a course  that  was  fol- 
lowed by  Hilty  and  Brown  (1986) 
and  Ridgely  and  Tudor  (1989). 

However,  Ridgely  and  Greenfield 
(2001a)  and  Ridgely  and  Tudor 
(2009)  place  occidentalis  with  0. 
crassirostris. 

Great-billed  Seed-Finch  occurs 
in  eastern  South  America,  with 
the  subspecies  magnirostiis  being 
found  from  eastern  Venezuela  to 
northeastern  Brazil,  and  the 
nominate  subspecies  in  south- 
eastern Brazil.  In  both  sub- 
species, the  male  has  a white  bill 
that  is  described  as  bonelike  in 
texture,  not  shiny  as  in  0.  c.  cras- 
sirostris (Meyer  de  Schauensee 
1970,  Meyer  de  Schauensee  and 
Phelps  1978),  a conspicuous 
white  speculum,  and  wing  lin- 
ings that  are  white  or  white 
mixed  with  black.  Based  on  my 
examination  of  specimens  in  the  American 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  male  0.  c.  cras- 
sirostris have  smooth,  shiny  bills  with  exten- 
sive dark  pigment.  The  bills  of  male  0.  maxi- 
miliani  (including  both  the  nominate  sub- 
species and  0.  m.  magnirostris)  are  also  some- 
what shiny,  but  not  as  smooth  as  in  cras- 
sirostris, sometimes  showing  irregular  ribbing 
or  chipping.  The  bill  is  much  paler  than  that 
of  crassirostris,  ranging  from  dull  cream  to 
grayish  yellow. 

Black-billed  Seed-Finch  is  found  in  west- 
ern Amazonia  from  southern  Colombia  to 
northern  Bolivia.  In  both  the  nominate  sub- 


species (central  part  of  species  range)  and  gi- 
gantirostris  (found  disjunctly  at  the  northern 
and  southern  ends  of  the  range) , the  male  has 
a black  bill;  gigantirostris  bas  white  wing  lin- 
ings, atrirostris  has  them  either  white  or 
mixed  black  and  white.  The  speculum  is  de- 
scribed as  inconspicuous  or  lacking  in 
Colombia  (Hilty  and  Brown  1986)  and  Peru 
(Schulenberg  et  al  2007)  but  as  conspicuous 
in  Ecuador  (Ridgely  and  Greenfield  2001b). 

The  genus  includes  two  smaller  species  in 
addition  to  the  large  species  described  above. 
In  these  species,  the  bill  is  stout,  but  much 
less  so  than  in  the  larger  species.  Thick-billed 


Figure  9.  Sonagram  of  song  of  male  Large-billed  Seed-Finch,  recorded  6 November  2009  at  Yaviza,  Darien  Province,  Panama.  Record- 
ing by  Rosabel  Mird,  sonagram  by  Karl  Kaufmann. 
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Figure  10.  Male  Yellow-hooded  Blackbird,  El  Real,  Darien  Province,  Panama,  16 
June  2007.  Photograph  by  Kevin  Easley. 
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Figure  1 1 . Male  Yellow-hooded  Blackbird  courting  female,  El  Real,  Darien 
Province,  Panama,  10  July  2010.  Photograph  by  Alfred  Raab. 


Seed-Finch  occurs  from  southern  Mexico  to 
western  Colombia  and  Ecuador.  The  male  is 
black  with  a small  white  speculum  and  has  a 
black  bill.  Chestnut-bellied  Seedeater  (0.  aii- 
golensis)  is  widespread  in  South  America  from 
northern  Colombia  to  southern  Brazil.  The 
male  is  similar  to  male  Thick-billed  but  has 
chestnut  lower  underparts.  These  two  species 
are  often  considered  conspecihc  under  the 
name  Lesser  Seed-Finch  (0.  cingolcnsis). 

Large-billed  Seed-Finch  now  appears  to  be 
well  established  and  evidently  spreading  in 
eastern  Panama.  It  has  been  found  at  El  Real 
by  most  parties  that  have  visited  the  site  since 
it  was  originally  recorded  there  and  has  been 
found  at  two  additional  localities,  including 
Torti,  120  kilometers  northeast  of  El  Real. 
Breeding  activity  is  indicated  by  singing  males 
recorded  in  June,  August,  and  November  and  a 
female  being  followed  by  a juvenile  in  Novem- 
ber. The  species  has  been  recorded  breeding  in 
Colombia  in  March,  May,  and  August  (Hilty 
and  Brown  1986).  Suitable  marshy  habitat  is 
widespread  in  eastern  Panama,  and  the  species 
is  likely  to  continue  to  spread  eastward. 

Extensive  deforestation  in  eastern  Panama 
and  northern  Colombia  in  recent  decades 
may  have  facilitated  colonization  by  the 
Large-billed  Seed-Finch.  The  large  Oiy- 
zobonis  species  appear  to  be  opportunistic  in 
expanding  their  ranges  when  deforestation 
provides  new  areas  of  habitat.  Nicaraguan 
Seed-Finch  apparently  spread  rapidly  south- 
ward from  its  Nicaraguan  range  through  the 
Caribbean  slope  of  Costa  Rica  after  these  re- 
gions became  deforested,  reaching  Panama  by 
1965  (Stiles  1984).  Large-billed  Seed-Finch 
(subspecies  occidentalis)  was  hrst  recorded  on 
the  Pacific  slope  of  Ecuador  in  1987  and  may 
be  increasing  and  spreading  there,  perhaps 
due  to  deforestation,  although  the  more  nu- 
merous observations  there  could  be  due  to  in- 
creased observer  coverage  (Ridgely  and 
Greenheld  2001a). 

Yellow-hooded  Blackbird: 
field  encounters 

The  first  records  of  Yellow-hooded  Blackbird 
(Clu^sonius  ictewccphaliis)  were  obtained  on 
the  same  trip  to  El  Real,  Darien,  led  by  the  au- 
thor and  Robert  Dean,  that  found  Large-billed 
Seed-Finch.  On  our  visit  to  the  airstrip  on  the 
afternoon  of  15  June  2007,  Hoff,  Joslin,  and 
Myers  saw  a black  bird  with  a yellow  head  but 
were  not  able  to  confirm  its  identification.  The 
entire  party  returned  to  the  airstrip  at  about  7 
a.m.  on  16  June,  when  we  saw  at  least  three 
male  Yellow-hooded  Blackbirds  in  the  marshy 
grassland  surrounding  the  airstrip.  The  birds 
had  entirely  black  bodies  (lacking  any  white 
in  the  wing)  and  bright  yellow  heads  with  a 


small  black  mask.  They  were  about 
30  meters  away,  seen  through  a 
scope  as  well  as  binoculars.  Several 
were  calling.  They  were  recorded  by 
me  and  photographed  by  Easley 
(Figure  10).  On  the  morning  of  18 
June,  the  party  found  both  males 
and  females  at  the  airport,  and  sev- 
eral were  seen  at  close  range.  One 
pair  was  followed  by  a begging  juve- 
nile Shiny  Cowbird,  suggesting  they 
had  made  a breeding  attempt  (re- 
ported in  Jones  and  Komar  2007). 

Subsequently,  several  singing 
males  were  observed  at  the  El  Real 
airstrip  by  Euclides  Campos  on  a 4- 
7 August  2008  visit  and  again  there 
by  Euclides  Campos,  Alex  Guevara, 
and  Ramiro  Duque  on  21  September 
2008  Oones  and  Komar  2009)  A 
group  including  Rosabel  Miro,  Karl 
Kaufmann,  and  Delicia  and  Darien 
Montanez  did  not  find  the  species  at 
El  Real  6-8  November  2008,  but  on 
12  June  2009,  Rosabel  Miro,  Darien 
Montanez,  Jan  Axel  Cubilla,  William 
and  Claudia  Ahrens,  Janet  and  Glen 
Lee,  Vivian  Diaz,  and  Joe  Hindman 
saw  a single  male  there.  Mike  Mulli- 
gan and  Guido  Berguido  found  a 
single  male  Yellow-hooded  at  the 
same  locality  on  14  June  2009.  A 
party  including  Dodge  Engleman  (in 
litt.),  Lorna  Engleman,  William  Ad- 
sett,  Kenneth  Allaire,  Mark  Letzer, 

Dan  Wade,  and  Kay  Wade  visited  El 
Real  22-26  August  2009  and  found 
one  male  and  two  females  perched 
in  a dead  snag  next  to  the  Pirre  Road 
on  the  morning  of  23  August.  A 
group  including  Kenneth  Allaire,  Al- 
fred Raab,  and  Isaac  Pizarro  found 
males  and  females  at  the  airstrip  on 
10  July  2010,  some  of  which  were 
engaged  in  courtship,  and  Raab  ob- 
tained photographs  (Figure  11;  see 
also  Jones  and  Komar  2011). 

Discussion 

Identification  of  Yellow-hooded  ver- 
sus Yellow-headed  Blackbird  (Xantbo- 
cephahis  xanthocephalus)  is  straight- 
forward. The  birds  shown  in  Figures 
10  and  11  are  considerably  less  robust 
than  would  be  expected  in  a male  Yel- 
low-headed. The  lower  margin  of  the 
yellow  hood  is  rounded  and  neatly  demarcated, 
without  black  spotting  along  the  edge.  The 
black  mask  is  small  and  does  not  extend  behind 
the  eye  or  across  the  top  of  the  bill.  A male  Yel- 
low-headed in  the  stance  of  the  bird  in  the  pho- 


tographs would  likely  show  some  white  on  the 
leading  edge  of  the  bend  of  the  wing.  The  male 
songs  recorded  at  El  Real  consist  of  a short, 
sweet  chuck  note  followed  by  a single  thin  de- 
scending reedy  note.  Hilty  and  Brown  describe 
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the  song  of  Yellow-hooded  Blackbird  in  Colom- 
bia as  “labored,  unmusical...  (like  a rusty 
hinge)  took,  TOWEEEEZ,  1st  note  faint,  2nd 
loud  and  rasping,  or  sometimes  followed  by  a 
short  musical  te-tiddle-de-de-do-dee,  down  then 
up.”  Typical  songs  of  Yellow-headed  Blackbird 
are  louder,  more  raucous,  and  more  complex. 
There  are  but  two  reports  of  Yellow-headed  for 
Banana:  an  immature  male  collected  1 Novem- 
ber 1972  at  the  Gatun  Dam  near  the  Caribbean 
coast  of  the  Canal  Area;  and  up  to  8 at  Tocumen 
Marsh  east  of  Panama  City  19-26  January  1980 
(Wetmore  et  al.  1984). 

Yellow-hooded  Blackbird  appears  to  now 
be  established  at  least  in  the  vicinity  of  El  Real 
in  Darien,  having  been  found  there  by  at  least 
six  parties  since  the  initial  observations.  Local 
breeding  is  suggested  by  the  regular  presence 
of  singing  males,  and  courtship  has  also  been 
observed.  Although  juveniles  have  not  yet 
been  observed,  the  fact  that  a pair  was  seen 
being  followed  by  a begging  juvenile  Shining 
Cowbird  indicates  that  they  had  at  least  made 
a breeding  attempt.  The  blackbird  is  a com- 
mon host  of  the  parasitic  Shining  Cowbird  in 
South  America,  although  due  to  aggression 
and  other  defensive  measures  by  the  black- 
bird, few  cowbirds  successfully  fledge  from  its 
nests  Oaraniillo  and  Burke  1999). 

Yellow-hooded  Blackbird  ranges  west  to  the 
lower  Atrato  Valley  in  Colombia,  where  it  is  rare 
(Hilty  and  Brown  1986).  This  area  is  only  about 
70  kilometers  southeast  of  El  Real  and  is  prob- 
ably the  source  of  the  Panama  birds.  The  species 
ranges  across  northern  South  America  from 
western  Colombia  eastward  to  just  east  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Amazon  in  Brazil.  The  breeding 
habitat  is  marshes  with  emergent  vegetation. 
During  the  non-breeding  season,  birds  may  for- 
age in  pastures,  agricultural  land,  or  grassland 
Oaramillo  and  Burke  1999).  Yellow-hooded 
Blackbird  is  mainly  sedentary,  but  in  the  llanos 
of  Venezuela,  large  numbers  move  from  season- 
ally flooded  marshes  during  the  wet  season  to 
permanent  lakes  during  the  dry  season,  and  va- 
grants have  been  recorded  on  Curacao  and 
Bonaire  Oarantillo  and  Burke  1999)  and  Barba- 
dos (Chesser  et  al.  2010).  The  nominate  sub- 
species occurs  throughout  most  of  the  species’ 
range.  The  somewhat  larger  subspecies  bogoten- 
sis  is  restricted  to  the  Bogota  plateau  (savanna) 
in  the  highlands  of  Colombia. 

As  in  the  case  with  Large-billed  Seed- 
Finch,  deforestation  in  eastern  Panama  and 
northern  Colombia  may  have  facilitated  colo- 
nization of  Panama  by  Yellow-hooded  Black- 
bird. Although  to  date  the  species  has  been 
found  only  in  the  vicinity  of  El  Real,  suitable 
marshy  habitat  is  widespread  in  eastern  Pana- 
ma and  it  is  possible  the  species  will  continue 
to  spread  westward. 
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many  of  us,  this  point  of  view  is  eminently  was  a profoundly  important  distinction  be- 


reasonable.  It  is  self-evident  that  the  Bald  Ea- 
gle in  the  snowstorm  “counts,”  whereas  the 
bird  in  the  zoo  emphatically  does  not.  Those 
are  extreme  examples,  I realize,  but  what  of 


tween  natural  (or  “native”)  species  and  com- 
munities versus  introduced  (non-native) 
ones.  The  distinction  wasn’t  merely  academic. 
It  was  also  a value  judgment.  Supposedly  nat- 


Figure 1.  In  summer  2010,  the  release  of  140  or  more  rehabilitated  Louisiana-origin  Brown  Pelicans  in  Georgia  (here  near 
Brunswick,  29  June)  offered  a small  bright  spot  in  what  was  a terrible  season  for  victims  of  the  Deepwater  Horizon  oil  spill  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Photograph  by  Georgia  Department  of  Natural  Resources. 


Why  are  we  so  fascinated  by  birds? 

Well,  there  are  all  the  stock  an- 
swers: we  delight  in  their  brilliant 
colors  and  beautiful  songs;  we  marvel  at  their 
trans-hemispheric  migrations;  we  under- 
stand, as  Roger  Tory  Peterson  did,  that  “the 
observation  of  birds  leads  inevitably  to  envi- 
ronmental awareness.”  All  these  things  ring 
true,  I suspect,  for  those  of  us — readers  of 
this  journal — who  consider  ourselves  to  be 
field  ornithologists  with  a particular  interest 
in  avian  population  biology. 

And  there’s  something  else — something 
simpler,  but  also  deeper  and  I think  truer. 
We’re  fascinated  by  birds  because  they  are 
emblems  of  freedom.  The  sight  of  a Bald  Ea- 
gle flying  through  falling  snow;  a Peregrine 
Falcon  circling  the  lonely  rimrocks;  the  sea- 
son’s first  Osprey  sailing  past  the  hawk- 
watch — those  things  stir  us  so.  Such  experi- 
ences are  utterly  and  completely  different 
from,  say,  a Bald  Eagle  in  a cage  at  the  zoo,  a 
Peregrine  on  display  at  a nature  center,  or  an 
Osprey  being  fed  by  a rehabber.  I’m  belabor- 
ing the  obvious,  1 realize,  but  I want  to  be 
crystal  clear:  we  like  our  birds  wild  and  free. 

In  a similar  vein,  we  like  our  bird  popula- 
tions to  be  somehow  “natural,”  even  “native.” 
We’re  not  terribly  impressed  by  Mute  Swans 
in  the  back  bays  of  Long  Island  or  Purple 
Swamphens  in  the  marshes  of  South  Florida. 
Indeed,  our  government  wildlife  agencies 
have  attempted  to  eradicate  such  popula- 
tions. They’re  ostensibly  bad  for  the  environ- 
ment, after  all.  But  isn’t  there  something  else 
at  play  here,  some  measure  of  ornithological 
xenophobia,  some  degree  of  preferential 
treatment  for  “our”  birds? 

The  ultimate  expression  of  this  belief,  if 
you  ask  me,  is  the  decree  that  restrained,  non- 
native, and  otherwise  “unnatural”  birds  and 
bird  populations  simply  do  not  “count.”  To  so 

FACING  PAGE:  This  adult  Nutmeg  Mannikin,  photographed  13 
September  2010  in  Los  Angeles  County,  California,  does  not 
"count.'The  species  does  not  appear  on  the  ABA  Checklist. 

And  as  if  to  emphasize  its  artificialness,  the  bird  is  wearing  a 
band — a sure  sign  of  meddling  by  humans.  Yet  the  Nutmeg 
Mannikin  population  of  southern  California  is  fascinating. 
Originally  from  southern  and  southeastern  Asia,  Nutmeg 
Mannikins  are  apparently  expanding  their  range  and  in- 
creasing in  number  in  and  around  Los  Angeles  County.  In  this 
"Changing  Seasons,"  we  are  exhorted  to  pay  more  attention 
to  such  "exotics" — and  to  examine  assumptions  about  the 
wildness  and  naturalness  of  "our"  own  bird  populations, 
many  of  which  show  signs  of  human  tinkering  as  extensive 
as  the  mannikins'.  Photograph  by  Alex  Viduetsky. 


the  vast  gray  area  in  between?  What  of  a suc- 
cessfully rehabilitated  Bald  Eagle  reintroduced 
back  into  the  “wild”?  What  of  an  entire  eagle 
population  that  has  benefitted  from  the  direct 
and  indirect  interventions  of  wildlife  man- 
agers, conservation  biologists,  and  govern- 
ment regulatory  agencies?  What  of  Barnacle 
Geese  and  White-cheeked  Pintails,  or  rehabil- 
itated seabirds  released  far  from  their  point  of 
capture,  or  doves  and  other  gamebirds  that 
represent  a complex  genetic  melange?  De- 
pending on  our  personal  comfort  levels,  such 
birds  and  bird  populations  either  do  or  do  not 
“count.” 

A bit  of  cultural  history.  It  was  back  in  the 
1970s  that  we  North  American  birders  for- 
mally established  a wall  of  separation  be- 
tween “countable”  and  “non-countable”  birds 
and  bird  populations.  We  were  caugbt  up  in 
the  ecological  spirit  of  the  times.  Most  profes- 
sional biologists  in  North  America — especial- 
ly those  pioneers  in  the  emerging  field  of  aca- 
demic conservation  biology — held  that  there 


ural  species  and  communities  were  held  in 
higher  esteem  than  their  supposedly  non-nat- 
ural counterparts.  Back  in  the  1970s,  you  did- 
n't get  grants  and  tenure  for  studying  urban 
ecology  or  human  ecology. 

That’s  all  changed. 

Biologists  and  other  scientists  today  accept 
that  there’s  no  such  thing  as  a pristine,  natural 
ecosystem,  untouched  by  humans.  Melting 
glaciers,  the  ocean  awash  with  garbage,  the 
upper  reaches  of  our  atmosphere — even  those 
environments  show  the  unmistakable  finger- 
print of  human  alteration.  And  it’s  not  as  if  any 
of  this  is  especially  new.  Biological  anthropol- 
ogists tell  us  that  the  supposedly  pristine  nat- 
ural communities  of  the  Americas  were  being 
powerfully  transformed  by  humans  thousands 
of  years  before  the  European  conquest. 

There  is  no  “balance  of  nature.”  That  was 
a pleasant  fantasy  for  the  middle  decades  of 
the  twentieth  century.  Ever  since  humanity 
got  serious  about  technology  and  civiliza- 
tion, hundreds  of  generations  ago,  the  bio- 
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Figure  2.  On  22  July  2010,  this  juvenile  Blue-footed  Booby  was  found  walking  behind  the  United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  office  in  Yuma,  Arizona,  which  is  adjacent  to  open,  flat  creosote  desert.  This  image  was  taken  that  day  at  one  of  the 
Service's  holding  pens  (typically  used  for  wayward  Brown  Pelicans).  The  booby  was  rehydrated  and  transferred  the  following 
day  to  the  Sony  Bono  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  California.  Apparently,  it  was  later  released  on  the  refuge  at  the  Salton  Sea. 
Photograph  by  Susanna  Henry/U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 


logical  systems  on  Earth  have  been  in  a con- 
dition of  imbalance  and  instability. 

How  has  this  come  to  pass?  Most  of  us  can 
cite  a laundry  list  of  causes:  overhunting, 
clear-cutting,  mining,  agriculture,  acid  rain, 
greenhouse  gases,  habitat  fragmentation,  in- 
dustrialization, urbanization...  Yes,  if  you 
want  to  get  a grant  today,  go  and  do  research 
on  urban  ecology  and  human  ecology. 

And  there’s  another  factor,  both  symptom 
and  cause.  Ecologists  call  it  “homogeniza- 
tion”— basically,  the  idea  that  Earth’s  ecosys- 
tems and  landscapes  are  increasingly  domi- 
nated by  such  organisms  (and  their  genomes) 
as  Mute  Swans,  Mallards,  Eurasian  Collared- 
Doves,  and  Common  Mynas. 

Certainly  the  view  of  most  academic  ecolo- 
gists is  that  anthropogenic  ecological  homog- 
enization is  a bad  thing.  But  that  doesn’t  mean 
we  should  pretend  that  the  phenomenon 
doesn’t  exist.  We  shouldn't  sweep  the  problem 
under  the  rug  by  decreeing  that  introduced, 
escaped,  and  otherwise  "non-native”  bird 
populations  somehow  don't  “count.”  On  the 
contrary,  we  ought  to  be  especially  knowl- 
edgeable and  vigilant  about  such  bird  popula- 
tions— which  I shall  hereinafter  refer  to  as 
'"exotic.”  I don't  particularly  care  for  the  word, 
but  it  beats  the  pants  off  the  misleading  and 
value-laden  “non-native.”  It  will  have  to  do. 

(1  note  in  passing  that  I am  of  the  belief — 


not  shared  by  all — that  there  is  a powerful 
causal  linkage  between  what  we  birders 
“count”  and  what  we  care  we  about.  As  soon 
as  a bird  species  becomes  countable,  whether 
it’s  a Cackling  Goose  or  a Common  Myna, 
birders  get  fired  up  about  it.  Knowledge  in- 
creases. Action  results.  And  the  converse:  I 
would  wager  that  there  is  less  knowledge — 
and  therefore  less  concern  and  less  action — 
today  among  rank-and-file  North  American 
birders  about,  say.  White-winged  Juncos  and 
Black  Francolins  than  when  those  birds  were 
countable.) 

Anyhow,  a major  focus  in  this  installment 
of  “The  Changing  Seasons”  will  be  on  exotics, 
species  that  rarely  take  center  stage  in  this  es- 
say. My  conception  of  exotics  will  be  broad  in- 
deed. I'm  thinking  not  only  of  species,  what- 
ever those  are,  from  elsewhere,  but  also  of 
populations  and  even  genes  from  elsewhere. 
Yes,  even  genes.  We’ve  known  for  more  than 
a third  of  a century  now  that  the  “gene’s-eye 
view”  provides  the  clearest  picture  of  popula- 
tion-level phenomena  (Dawkins  1976).  And 
we’ve  known  for  more  than  a century  and  a 
half  that  the  concept  of  the  “species”  is  one  of 
convenience  (Darwin  1859).  The  complexity 
of  gene  flow  among  bird  populations,  with 
and  without  human  involvement,  is  often 
poorly  reflected  in  our  relatively  rigid  taxo- 
nomic categories. 


Birds  of  summer  2010: 

Which  ones  count? 

Conservation  biologists  are  killing  Mute 
Swans  established  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  and 
Great  Lakes  regions.  (Note  that  “controlling” 
is  not  the  correct  word  here,  as  it  implies  a 
population-level  achievement  that  we  cannot 
meaningfully  assess  for  years  or  decades  to 
come — if  ever.)  Recent  killings  resulted  in  re- 
duced numbers  this  past  summer  at  a few 
well-birded  spots  in  Delaware  and  New  York, 
and  the  species  once  again  went  undetected 
as  a breeder  in  Maine.  (But  one  wonders  how 
much  longer!)  There  have  been  other  reduc- 
tions; Virginia’s  coastal  population  has  been 
mostly  eradicated,  and  Maryland’s  recent 
counts  represent  a fraction  of  those  from  the 
1980s  (E.  S.  Brinkley  pers.  comm.).  The 
species  continues  to  make  inroads  elsewhere. 
In  Ohio,  19  individuals  were  noted  at  four 
sites  away  from  the  known  breeding  range  in 
that  state.  Meanwhile,  free-flying  birds  con- 
tinue to  be  noted  in  Brevard  County  Florida, 
where  breeding  occurred  in  2009.  The  popu- 
lation-level impacts  of  Mute  Swans  on  “na- 
tive” waterbirds  will  continue  to  be  studied — 
and  debated — by  conservation  biologists, 
probably  for  decades  to  come. 

Whereas  Mute  Swans  are  standard-issue 
Eurasian  exotics  in  most  people’s  eyes,  the  sit- 
uation with  Trumpeter  Swans  is  more  nu- 
anced,  as  the  species  is  known  to  have  win- 
tered in  eastern  North  America  into  early 
colonial  times.  The  question  of  whether  the 
historical  breeding  range  of  the  species  ex- 
tended east  of  the  central  Great  Lakes  is  con- 
troversial (Shea  2002,  Whan  and  Rising 
2002),  and  field  ornithologists  argue  over 
whether  to  call  the  eastern  populations  “in- 
troduced” or  “reintroduced.”  Whatever  one’s 
position  in  the  debate,  the  birds  have  arrived, 
their  range  is  expanding,  and  their  population 
shows  no  sign  of  stabilizing.  Scattered  small 
numbers  were  noted  from  Manitoba  to 
Quebec,  with  the  first  breeding  record  for  the 
Ottawa,  Ontario  area  and  the  second  breeding 
record  for  eastern  Manitoba.  Pushing  south, 
breeders  were  noted  from  Nebraska’s  Hall 
County  to  New  York’s  Einger  Lakes  region;  in 
between,  two  to  five  Trumpeters  were  noted 
at  two  Ohio  locales.  And  within  the  undis- 
puted historical  breeding  range,  the  species 
continues  to  recover.  Eor  example.  Trumpeter 
Swans  recently  resumed  nesting  in  eastern 
Washington,  where  they  had  been  absent  as 
breeders  for  nearly  two  decades. 

If  you  own  a copy  of  the  fourth  edition  of 
A Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  (Peterson  1980), 
check  out  the  range  map  for  Canada  Goose, 
Wow.  It’s  amazing  what  can  happen  in  31 
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Figure  4.  This  immature  Peregrine  Falcon  observed  23-26  (here  23)  July  2010 
near  La  Mata,  Oaxaca  and  an  adult  seen  nearby  on  25  July  2010,  are  probably 
part  of  an  increasing  resident  population  in  the  state.  It  is  unclear  whether  these 
and  other  "city"  Peregrines  are  progeny  of  reintroduction  programs  in  the  United 
States.  Photograph  by  Jorge  Montejo. 


years.  Habitat  change  is  a part  of  the  story,  but 
so  is  “wildlife  management”  (moving  genes 
around,  basically)  and  possibly  a “pre-adapta- 
tion” of  Canada  Geese  for  human-altered 
landscapes.  To  he  sure,  the  status  of  the 
species  in  almost  every  region  north  of  Mexi- 
co and  the  Caribbean  is  an  unfolding  story. 
For  example,  Canada  Goose  is  a “review 
species”  in  Louisiana,  reflecting  the  Louisiana 
Bird  Records  Committees  current  uncertainty 
about  the  occurrence  of  “wild”  birds  in  that 
state  (Cardiff  2009).  Nevertheless,  this  sum- 
mer’s report  from  Alabama  includes  a record- 
high  count  for  the  Gulf  Coast  region  of  that 
state — 163  at  the  Mobile  municipal  park  25 
June.  These  were  presumably  not  “wild”  mi- 
grants from  northern  breeding  areas,  but  they 
are  not  flagged  as  problematic  in  the  regional 
report.  Do  we  benefit  from  attempting  to  seg- 
regate the  “wild”  from  the  exotic  in  such  con- 
texts, when  one  consequence  of  doing  so  is 
that  we  sacrihce  important  data  on  the  latter? 

Globally,  the  saga  of  Mallards  has  been 
even  more  astounding  than  that  of  Canada 
Geese.  These  days.  Mallards  can  be  found  over 
much  of  the  planet.  And  it’s  not  just  individ- 
ual, “unitary”  Mallards,  hut  also  their  genes. 
From  the  southeastern  United  States  to 


Hawaii  to  New  Zealand  and  be- 
yond, the  genomes  of  Mottled 
Ducks,  Hawaiian  Ducks,  and 
Pacihc  Black  Ducks,  respec- 
tively, are  increasingly  being 
invaded  by  Mallard  genes. 
Worldwide  homogenization  of 
the  genome  of  the  Mallard  su- 
perspecies complex  shows  no 
sign  of  slowing  down.  Mallards 
are  exploding  in  the  Mexicali 
Valley  of  northeastern  Baja  Cal- 
ifornia, with  the  highest  num- 
bers ever  reported  this  past 
summer.  Why  the  dramatic  in- 
crease? Two  likely  causes  are 
the  proliferation  of  wastewater 
treatment  facilities  within  the 
Mexicali  Valley  proper  (R.  A. 
Erickson,  pers.  comm.)  and  re- 
cruitment from  the  nearhy  Im- 
perial Valley  of  southern  Cali- 
fornia, where  Mallard  numbers 
have  increased  substantially  in 
the  past  decade,  probably  due 
to  releases  by  the  California 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game 
(G.  McCaskie,  pers.  comm.). 

Tufted  Duck  is  a rare  annu- 
al visitor  to  North  America, 
mainly  from  fall  to  spring.  But 
summer  records  are  unusual, 
so  reports  last  June  from  New  Brunswick  and 
Washington  were  headline  makers.  In  the 
past,  such  reports  might  have  raised  the  red 
flag  of  escape  from  captivity,  as  Tufted  Ducks 
are  widely  held  in  zoos  and 
other  collections.  Today  we’re  a 
little  more  relaxed  about  es- 
caped waterfowl  (it  happens, 
get  over  it),  even  as  we  are 
coming  to  recognize  that  myri- 
ad other  anthropogenic  factors 
may  contribute  to  extralimital 
records  of  ducks,  geese,  and 
swans:  everything  from  tem- 
perature increases  at  high  lati- 
tudes to  massive  supplemental 
feeding  courtesy  of  tur- 
bocharged high-yield  agro- 
ecosystems. (Astute  readers 
may  be  aware  that  some  of 
these  modern  methods  are  sub- 
stantially more  efficient  than 
older  ones,  resulting  in  far  less 
“waste”  grain  per  unit  effort 
than  used  to  be  the  case.  But 
their  massive  overall  produc- 
tivity overwhelms  that  effect, 
resulting  in  more  surplus,  in  an 


absolute  sense,  than  ever  before.  Think  of  rice 
production  in  Asia.  And  think  of  all  the  mi- 
gratory geese  now  “shortstopping”  in  the  agri- 
cultural districts  of  central  North  America.) 

Gray  Partridge  populations  appear  to  be  in 
overall  decline  in  North  America.  The  harvest 
from  Nebraska  is  down  97%  since  1987,  and 
there  was  only  one  report  this  past  summer 
from  Wisconsin.  What  is  the  cause  of  the 
population  loss?  Is  it  changing  practices  with 
regard  to  stocking  and  hunting?  Is  it  the  on- 
going decline  of  “traditional”  agriculture?  Or 
is  it  intrinsic  population  variation,  as  implied 
by  Southern  Great  Plains  regional  editors  Joe 
Grzybowski  and  Ross  Silcock? 

Ring-necked  Pheasant  numbers  continue 
to  plummet  in  parts  of  the  Midwest.  This  past 
summer,  the  Iowa  Department  of  Natural  Re- 
sources tallied  the  lowest  count  on  record. 
Oh,  well.  The  pheasant  is  just  an  introduced 
“chicken,”  a plaything  for  hunters.  That’s 
true,  but  consider  the  cause  of  the  decline  in 
Iowa.  Could  it  be  the  oft-mentioned  and 
much-lamented  decline  of  “traditional”  agri- 
culture in  the  Midwest?  Another  possibility, 
according  to  regional  editor  Jim  Dinsmore,  is 
that  the  disappearance  of  grasslands  likely  lies 
behind  the  pheasant’s  misfortunes;  and  that  is 
relevant  to  conservation  and  management  of, 
say,  prairie-chickens.  It’s  important  for  con- 
servation ornithologists  to  pay  attention  to 
exotic  fowl,  which  may  well  be  indicators  of 
ecosystem  health. 

We  call  them  Wild  Turkeys,  in  distinction 
from  their  Butterball®  brethren.  But  let’s  not 
kid  ourselves.  State  and  provincial  wildlife 


Figure  3.  This  juvenile  Merlin,  one  of  three  that  fledged  at  Chappaquiddick  Is- 
land, Martha's  Vineyard,  Massachusetts  (here  23  July  2010),  continued  to  mark 
this  the  southernmost  known  nesting  locality  of  the  species  in  New  England. 


What  was  presumably  the  same  pair  nested  at  this  location  in  2008.  Photograph 
by  Lanny  McDowell. 
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Figure  S.  This  third-cycle  Great  Black-backed  Gull  was  discovered  21  July  2010  on  Dauphin  Island,  Mobile  County,  Alabama  by 
a visiting  birder  involved  in  oil  spill  response  work.  Even  though  the  species  has  become  more  regular  at  this  location  in  re- 
cent years,  this  image  documents  the  state's  first  record  in  the  month  of  July.  Photograph  by  Lisa  Hug. 


agencies  swap  meleagridid  genes  in  the  same 
manner  that  boys  once  traded  baseball  cards. 
And  in  a manner  that  recalls  the  successes  of 
Canada  Geese,  Wild  Turkeys  have  proven  re- 
markably well  adapted  (or  pre-adapted)  to 
human-modified  landscapes — especially  east- 
ern suburbs  and  cities  in  the  case  of  the 
turkey.  Wild  Turkeys  are  filling  in  the  gaps  in 
the  wilder  portions  of  North  America,  too. 
The  mountains  of  Alabama  got  their  highest 
summer  count — 22  birds  at  Oak  Mountain 
State  Park — this  past  summer. 

The  Canadian  stronghold  for  California 
Quail  is  the  Okanagan  Valley,  but  small  num- 
bers were  reported  this  past  summer  farther 
east  in  the  British  Columbia’s  Pend-d’Oreille 
Valley.  And  that  raises  a question:  is  the 
species  “native”  to  Canada?  As  far  as  we  can 
tell,  the  historical  range  of  California  Quail 
extended  no  farther  north  than  southern  Ore- 
gon (Leopold  1977).  The  first  introductions 
(to  Vancouver)  were  back  in  1860-1861, 
however,  and  the  species  had  reached  the 
Okanagan  Valley  by  1912  (Long  1981).  It’s  a 
bit  of  a stretch  to  say  that  a population  estab- 
lished for  at  least  150  generations  (3000-4000 
“human”  years)  is  “non-native.”  The  birds  are 
part  of  the  British  Columbian  avifauna,  with 
no  need  for  an  asterisk  (or  dreaded  “E”). 

Northern  Bobwhites,  like  Wild  Turkeys, 
have  long  been  popular  with  hunters  in  North 
America.  And  both  have  been  the  “beneficia- 
ries” of  extensive  meddling  by  wildlife  biolo- 
gists. But  populations  of  the  two  species  are 
trending  in  opposite  directions.  Whereas  the 
wily  turkey  has  prospered  in  human-modified 
environments,  the  apparently  less-adaptable 


bobwhite  has  not.  This  past  summer.  North- 
ern Bobwhites  were  once  again  character- 
ized— by  several  regional  editors  in  the  Mid- 
west— as  some  combination  of  scarce,  declin- 
ing, and  withdrawing. 

Brown  Pelicans  are  well  known  for  their 
capacity  for  dispersal,  even  to  sites  far  inland. 
Humans  disperse  Brown  Pelicans,  too.  It  is 
heartwarming  to  read  of  the  release  of  more 
than  140  rehabbed  Brown  Pelicans  at  coastal 
Brunswick,  Georgia  (Figure  1).  The  birds,  vic- 
tims of  the  Deepwater  Horizon  disaster,  had 
dispersed  over  a wide  area  by  the  end  of  July. 
In  theory,  we  birders  may  have  to  worry  for 
the  next  several  years  about  the  “countability” 
of  pelicans  in  Georgia;  in  reality,  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  all  of  us  are  cheered  by  this  success 
story.  Much  farther  south,  the  sight  of  a Brown 
Pelican  in  downtown  San  Jose  must  have  been 
impressive;  the  species  is  practically  unknown 
inland  in  Costa  Rica.  One  might  wonder,  in 
such  a case,  about  the  possibility  of  escape 
from  captivity,  but  recent  inland  records  from 
Mexico  and  Guatemala  might  indicate  an  in- 
cipient trend,  such  as  has  been  seen  in  the 
Lower  48  states  for  more  than  a decade.  In 
such  cases,  we  must  confess  that  we  really 
don’t  know  where  the  bird  came  from. 

As  if  to  make  a clear  point  about  the  blur- 
ry distinction  between  wild  and  not-wild,  an 
apparently  stressed  juvenile  Blue-footed  Boo- 
by walked  right  up  to  the  U.  S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service’s  rehabilitation  pens  (used  for 
pelicans)  in  Yuma,  Arizona,  waiting  for  serv- 
ice (Figure  2)!  After  getting  food,  water,  and 
medical  attention,  it  was  taken  to  the  Salton 
Sea  in  California  and  released  back  into  the 


“wild” — although  one  wonders  if  that  grand 
inland  sea  is  in  any  sense  “natural.”  Would 
such  a bird  then  “count”  more  or  less  than  a 
Louisiana  pelican  brought  to  Georgia?  Or  a 
Red-footed  Booby  that  so  enjoyed  its  Miami 
spa  treatment  that  it  often  returned  to  the 
vicinity  of  its  rehab  to  roost  for  six  months,  as 
happened  in  2010? 

The  means  by  which  Cattle  Egrets  reached 
the  Americas  in  the  late  1800s  is  unknown; 
the  most  frequently  invoked  explanation  is 
that  of  “self-introduction.”  But  why  didn’t  it 
happen  much  earlier?  The  consensus  is  that 
the  advent  of  extensive  clear-cutting  and  cat- 
tle ranching  in  South  America  were  the  pre- 
requisites for  establishment  by  this  species. 
The  rest  is  history.  Like  invading  Southern 
Lapwings,  Eurasian  Collared-Doves,  and 
House  Sparrows,  Cattle  Egrets  achieved  suc- 
cess by  colonizing  human-altered  landscapes. 
Interestingly,  the  Cattle  Egret  invasion  has 
stalled  and  even  reversed  somewhat  in  the 
northeastern  United  States.  The  species  used 
to  breed  in  New  England,  where  there  were 
only  three  sightings  (from  Connecticut)  this 
past  summer.  Cattle  Egrets  have  declined 
sharply  in  the  Hudson-Delaware  region,  too; 
only  at  a colony  on  Pea  Patch  Island  (in 
Delaware  Bay)  were  substantial  numbers  not- 
ed. Why  the  reversal  of  fortunes  for  the  Cattle 
Egret  in  the  Northeast?  The  matter  has  not 
been  formally  studied,  but  it  is  worth  noting 
that  much  of  the  region  is  undergoing  a well- 
documented  recovery  of  wooded  habitats — 
precisely  the  opposite  of  what  is  required  by 
invading  Cattle  Egrets. 

Glorious  and  officially  uncountable,  Cali- 
fornia Condors  would  most  assuredly  be  ex- 
tinct were  it  not  for  massive  human  interven- 
tion starting  in  the  1980s.  The  species  is  a 
paradox;  it  is  one  of  the  great  icons  of  the  un- 
spoiled wilderness  of  western  North  America, 
yet  it  is  one  of  the  most  intensively  managed 
creatures  in  the  history  of  life  on  Earth.  For 
the  fourth  straight  year,  condors  nested  in 
Baja  California’s  astonishing  Sierra  San  Pedro 
Martir — where  elevations  exceed  10,000  feet 
(3000  meters).  The  Mexican  population  is,  of 
course,  being  carefully  monitored — by  an  ex- 
tensive team  of  Mexican  biologists  and  their 
colleagues  at  the  San  Diego  Zoo. 

Well  past  the  middle  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury, we  shot  raptors  (because  they’re  preda- 
tors, that’s  bad)  and  poisoned  them  with  DDT. 
For  the  past  several  decades,  though,  we’ve 
been  working  to  restore  raptor  populations — 
with  generally  felicitous  outcomes.  For  more 
than  a human  generation  now,  it  has  been  de 
l igueur  for  every  lakeside  or  seaside  hamlet  to 
put  out  a nesting  platform  for  Ospreys,  and 
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Figure  6.  The  lack  of  a black  neck  ring  and  the  dark  iris  indicate  that  this  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  at  Ketchikan,  Alaska  22  July 
2010  was  a juvenile.  Nesting  has  yet  to  be  documented  in  Alaska,  but  the  presence  of  fresh  juveniles  in  Alaska  suggests  that 
the  species  breeds  there.  Photograph  by  Kathy  M.  Ripley. 


translocation  projects  in  the  Midwest  contin- 
ue to  bear  fruit  in  many  locales.  The  species 
has  responded  so  splendidly  to  human  assis- 
tance, and  to  some  countries’  bans  on  DDT, 
that  it  may  be  expanding  its  winter  and  breed- 
ing ranges  beyond  the  former  historical  lim- 
its. This  past  summer,  two  Osprey  nests  were 
active  near  Ensenada,  Baja  California — in  an 
industrialized  zone,  of  course.  Nesting  was 
first  reported  there  in  2002.  Farther  south,  an 
Osprey  was  noted  at  Isla  San  Andres  (off  the 
coast  of  Nicaragua),  not  considered  at  present 
to  be  within  the  breeding  range  of  the  species. 

Broken  record  alert.  Once  again.  Bald  Ea- 
gles continue  their  astonishing  recovery.  The 
breeding  population  in  New  York  has  quadru- 
pled in  the  past  decade;  New  Jersey  added  11 
more  known  nests  this  past  summer;  nest  sites 
in  Delaware  are  up  50%  in  just  two  years;  the 
greater  Toronto,  Ontario  area  got  its  first 
breeding  record;  fully  88  of  Iowa’s  counties 
now  host  nesting  Bald  Eagles;  occupied  terri- 
tories in  Kentucky  have  doubled  in  the  past 
five  years;  all  of  New  Mexico’s  known  eyries 
were  successful  in  2010;  and  so  forth.  And  it 
must  have  been  impressive  to  watch  46  Bald 
Eagles  migrating  northward  past  Derby  Hill, 
New  York — on  the  surprisingly  late  date  of  16 
June.  Government  “game,”  “fish,”  and  “wild- 
life” agencies  can  take  much  of  the  credit  for 
the  current  and  projected  good  fortunes  of  this 
nongame  species. 

Crested  Caracaras  get  around.  This  past 
summer,  caracaras  strayed  north  to  far  north- 
ern California  and  to  Montana.  (Idaho’s  first 
was  in  late  2009,  by  the  way.)  The  escaped- 
bird  bugaboo  (escaped  from  where?)  used  to 
be  invoked  for  extralimital  Crested  Caracaras, 
although  not  for  any  of  the  aforementioned 
records.  In  Middle  America,  meanwhile. 
Crested  Caracaras  are  very  much  on  the 
move,  and  their  movements  are  assumed  to 
be  related  to  anthropogenic  habitat  change  in 
the  region.  One  was  sighted  on  two  dates  in 
July  in  the  Toledo  district  of  Belize. 

The  situation  with  Merlins  is  fascinating. 
Unlike  various  other  raptor  species,  the  feisty 
Merlin  has  not  been  the  beneficiary  of  a re- 
covery effort.  Yet  the  species  is  undergoing  a 
remarkable  southward  range  expansion.  Its 
recent  colonization  of  urban  and  suburban 
habitats — on  both  the  wintering  and  breeding 
grounds — seems  to  be  the  key  to  recent  suc- 
cesses. This  past  summer.  Merlins  nested 
again  at  Chappaquiddick  Island,  Massachu- 
setts (Figure  3);  in  the  lowlands  of  central  and 
western  New  York;  within  the  Toronto  city 
limits  and  elsewhere  in  southern  Ontario;  in 
Knox  County,  Ohio;  and  in  Pike  and  Luzerne 
counties,  Pennsylvania.  Farther  west,  sum- 


mering Merlins  were  noted  in  five  southern 
Minnesota  counties  and  at  two  locales  in  east- 
ern Oregon. 

We  all  know  the  mantra:  hybrids  don't 
“count.”  Neither  do  recently  established  pop- 
ulations of  exotics;  you  have  to  wait  a few 
years.  So  it  is  with  many  North  American 
populations  of  Peregrine  Falcon.  Think  of  all 
those  Peregrines  flying  around  East  Coast 
cities;  the  odd  Peregrine  straying  or  lingering 
far  to  the  south  in  the  summer  months;  and 
even  Peregrines  passing  our  coastal  and 
ridgetop  hawkwatches  come  autumn.  Among 
them  are  many  pigeon-eating,  skyscraper- 
nesting, mixed-taxon  hybrids  of  decidedly 
non-local  parentage.  The  results  of  Peregrine 
“reintroduction”  efforts  have  been  spectacu- 
lar. And  the  upshot  is  a biological  novelty,  a 
creature  that  didn’t  exist  until  the  late  twenti- 
eth century.  This  past  summer,  it  was,  as  usu- 
al, all  good  news  for  these  known  or  suspect- 
ed “pseudogrines”  (sensu  Dunne  1986).  Typ- 
ical were  the  reports  of  birds  nesting  in  urban 
districts  from  Richmond,  Virginia  to  Ontario’s 
southern  megalopolis  and  beyond — even  to 
Oaxaca  City  (Figure  4).  From  New  York,  we 
receive  news  that  productivity  is  greater  on 
human  structures  than  in  wilder  settings  in 
the  Adirondacks  and  elsewhere;  frustratingly 
five  cliff  nests  in  the  “natural”  setting  of  New 
Jersey’s  Hudson  River  Palisades  produced  no 
young  for  the  second  year  in  a row.  The 
breeding  season  was  rated  as  record  setting  in 
Kentucky,  where  13  pairs  produced  23  chicks, 
all  of  which  fledged.  Along  with  urbanizing 
Wild  Turkeys  and  genetically  aggressive  Mal- 
lards, the  hybrid  Peregrines  of  North  America 


must  be  counted  as  one  of  the  most  problem- 
atic success  stories  in  the  annals  of  “wildlife” 
management  on  the  continent. 

Steve  McConnell,  regional  editor  for  Ala- 
bama and  Mississippi,  offers  the  following 
sage  advice:  “The  appearance  of  Herring  Gull 
X Kelp  Gull  hybrids  on  the  Alabama  coast  now 
dictates  that  observers  carefully  look  over  all 
dark-backed  gulls  to  confirm  initial  impres- 
sions and  test  assumptions.”  Then  he  notes 
that  photographs  of  a dark-mantled  gull  at 
Dauphin  Island  proved  to  be  a third-cycle 
Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Alabama’s  first 
record  for  July  (Figure  5).  But  let’s  return  to 
those  Herring  Gull  x Kelp  Gull  hybrids.  What 
are  they?  Donna  Dittmann  and  Steve  Cardiff 
have  christened  them  Chandeleur  Gulls.  Such 
birds  were  first  noted  on  Louisiana’s  Chan- 
deleur Islands,  far  from  the  breeding  grounds 
of  either  parental  species.  Although  they’re 
“just”  hybrids,  these  Chandeleur  Gulls  are  fas- 
cinating, providing  us  with  intriguing  insights 
into  the  role  of  hybridization  in  the  origin  of 
species  (Dittmann  and  Cardiff  2005).  Hybrid 
origin  might  have  played  an  important  role  in 
everything  from  the  evolution  of  the  cismon- 
tanus  (“Cassiar”)  subspecies  of  Dark-eyed 
Junco  (Miller  1941)  to  the  origin  of  Pomarine 
Jaeger,  which  may  have  come  into  existence  as 
a result  of  contact  between  Great  Skuas  and 
Parasitic  Jaegers  (McCarthy  2006).  Far  from 
being  genetic  dead-ends,  hybrids  can  in  fact 
power  speciation.  As  Dittmann  and  Cardiff 
(2005)  tell  it,  the  Chandeleur  Gull  story  is 
evolving,  in  both  senses  of  the  word. 

Avifaunally  Hawaii  has  to  be  the  most  ex- 
traordinary state  in  the  United  States.  It  has 
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Figure  7.  In  Washington  County,  Alabama,  these  two  White-winged  Doves  were  observed  at  a feeder  1 0 July  201 0,  as  the 
photographer  enjoyed  his  own  evening  meal.  The  species  continues  its  steady  march  northward  into  Alabama's  interior. 
Photograph  by  Matthew  Rouse. 


more  endemics,  more  extinct  species,  more 
critically  imperiled  species,  and  more  estab- 
lished exotics  than  any  other  U.S.  state.  For  lis- 
ters and  field  ornithologists  alike,  Hawaii  is 
where  it’s  at.  When  we  think  of  exotics,  it’s  un- 
derstandable to  think  of  the  “classic”  groups: 
psittacids,  of  course,  plus  doves  and  ducks, 
and  a smattering  of  passerines.  But  as  Pranty 
(2004)  makes  clear,  representatives  of  practi- 
cally any  taxon  may  be  noted  as  exotics.  Case 
in  point:  the  sandgrouse,  those  taxonomic 
oddities  sandwiched  between  the  orders 
Charadriiformes  and  Columbiformes.  This 
past  summer,  36  Chestnut-bellied  Sandgrouse 
were  tallied  at  one  site  on  Hawaii  Island. 

We  all  saw  it  coming,  but  we’re  still  in 
shock.  Any  way  you  slice  it,  the  prolific 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove  deserves  “Bird  of  the 
Decade”  honors  for  the  North  American  land- 
mass  and  outlying  islands.  What  the  collared- 
dove  has  pulled  off  is  breathtaking,  far  ex- 
ceeding what  even  the  European  Starling  and 
House  Sparrow  were  able  to  accomplish  in 
the  early  stages  of  their  invasions  of  North 
America.  The  news  this  past  summer  has  to 
be  the  species’  northern  incursions,  with  nu- 
merous reports  from  southeastern  Alaska, 
where  breeding  apparently  has  already  oc- 
curred (Figure  6),  and  southern  Yukon.  New 
Brunswick  and  Quebec  had  reports,  too,  and 
collared-doves  were  found  at  eight  or  more 
sites  across  southern  Manitoba;  in  southern 
Alberta,  “they  now  seem  to  occupy  nearly 
every  human  settlement,”  according  to  Prairie 
Provinces  regional  editors  Rudolf  Koes  and 
Peter  Taylor.  Farther  south,  their  numbers 
continue  to  balloon.  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 


now  occur  in  all  99  counties  in  Iowa,  where 
they  arrived  only  back  in  1997.  And  a survey 
of  144  urban  coastal  sites  in  Santa  Cruz 
County,  California,  produced  360  individuals; 
the  species  was  first  detected  there  only  back 
in  2005. 

And  here’s  something  to  ponder:  are  “our” 
birds  even  Eurasian  Collared-Doves?  There  is 
growing  sentiment  that  the  Bahamian  popula- 
tion— our  founder  population  at 
least  in  part — has  been  admixed 
with  African  Collared-Dove 
(Strcptopelia  roseogrisea)  or  the  re- 
lated avicultural  variety  formerly 
known  as  Barbary  Dove  or  as 
Ringed  Turtle-Dove  (S.  “risoria”). 

Smith  (1987)  noted  that  Florida 
colonizers  were  interbreeding 
freely  with  the  local  Streptopclia, 
which  already  showed  variations 
in  plumage.  In  recent  regional  re- 
ports from  Baja  California  to  Puer- 
to Rico,  from  Alaska  to  the  Mid- 
west, editors  have  noted  “paler” 

Streptopelia  doves  that  look  most- 
ly like  Eurasians.  A small  group  of 
collared-doves  in  Berrien  County, 

Michigan,  for  instance,  has  been 
present  (and  “counted”)  since 
2006.  But  as  Peeler  Svingen  writes 
in  his  Western  Great  Lakes  report 
this  season:  “at  Three  Oaks, 

Berrien. ..observers  following  up 
on  a report  from  spring  found  4 
apparent  hybrid  Streptopelia 
showing  white  or  predominantly 
white  undertail  coverts,  with  some 


birds  lacking  black  pigmentation  on  the  outer 
webs  of  the  outermost  rectrices.”  Thanks  to 
Adam  Byrne  and  Phil  Chu,  who  bird-dogged 
and  studied  these  collared-doves  at  Three 
Oaks,  we  have  another  piece  of  the  puzzle. 

Collared-doves  are  here,  rather  obviously 
so,  and  spreading  like  wildfire;  see  the  S.  A. 
item  in  the  Alaska  regional  report.  But  the 
question  of  what  they  actually  are  remains  to 
be  elucidated.  In  the  end,  will  they  be  any 
more  or  less  “countable”  than  our  city- 
dwelling so-called  Rock  Doves,  now  known 
as  Rock  Pigeons — of  which  Patten,  McCaskie, 
and  Unitt  (2003)  memorably  write:  “referring 
to  these  birds  as  Rock  Doves  would  be  equiv- 
alent to  referring  to  domestic  dogs  as  Gray 
Wolves  in  a document  on  mammals.”  These 
authors  refer  to  them  as  “Feral  Pigeons 
(Columba  ‘livin’)”  instead.  What’s  in  a name, 
or  in  punctuation?  If  we  use  quotation  marks 
around  a species’  English  or  scientific  names, 
does  that  imply  that  we  demote  the  bird  in 
value  somehow,  that  we  decide  not  to  pay 
close  attention  to  its  demography,  its  popula- 
tions, its  behaviors?  And  what  does  such 
spurning  say  of  us? 

As  in  recent  summers.  White-winged 
Doves  (Figure  7)  were  reported  far  north  of 
the  breeding  range.  Strays  were  noted  north 
to  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  Saint  Pierre 
et  Miquelon,  Quebec,  Maine,  New  York, 
Ohio,  Montana,  Idaho,  and  Oregon.  Iowa  got 


Figure  8.  This  Orange-billed  Nightingale-Thrush,  a first  for  South  Dakota  and 
third  for  the  United  States,  was  in  Spearfish  Canyon  in  the  Black  Hills  from  10 
(here  17)  July  through  19  August  2010.  Photograph  by  Doug  Backlund. 


554 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


THE  CHANGING  SEASONS:  ANTIDISESTABLISHMENTARIANISM 


Figure  9.  This  male  Yellow  Grosbeak  near  Rodeo,  Hidalgo  County,  New  Mexico  5 June  201 0 provided  the  fifth  New  Mexico 
report  but  the  first  away  from  the  middle  Rio  Grande  Valley.  Photograph  by  Melvin  S.  Moe. 


its  first  nesting  record,  and  Colorado  had  re- 
ports from  eight  sites  in  seven  counties.  What 
has  triggered  the  relatively  recent  population 
explosion,  range  expansion,  and  uptick  in  va- 
grancy by  the  White-winged  Doves?  It’s  as  if 
the  species  has  undergone  a sort  of  “ecologi- 
cal phase  transition,”  having  been  transmo- 
grified into  a full-on  invasive.  Why?  Here’s  an 
idea:  approach  the  question  by  way  of  a com- 
parative study  with  the  ecologically  similar 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove.  What  can  we  learn 
by  comparing  the  population  dynamics  of  a 
recently  arrived  invading  species  (Eurasian 
Collared-Dove)  with  an  indigenous  but  only 
recently  “converted”  invader  (White-winged 
Dove)?  Sounds  like  a fine  project  for  a disser- 
tation or  postdoc  on  spatial  modeling.  Warn- 
ing: Such  an  undertaking  will  require  special 
attentiveness  to  the  matter  of  ecological  his- 
tory. In  particular,  where  are  these  extralimital 
White-winged  Doves  coming  from? 

One  theory  is  that  many  of  the  birds  dis- 
persing in  the  warmer  months  (mostly  May 
through  November)  are  coming  from  the 
Florida  population,  which  appears  to  have 
gotten  its  start  in  the  early  1960s  around 
Homestead,  when  ten  pairs  (from  Tampico, 
Mexico,  and  thus  probably  of  the  nominate 
subspecies)  were  released  and  began  to  multi- 
ply, followed  by  several  sizable  releases  of  the 
species  (subspecies  and  origins  unknown)  in 
the  1970s  elsewhere  in  the  state  (Stevenson 
and  Anderson  1994).  How  many  of  the  va- 
grants recorded  in  the  East  and  Midwest  at 
feeders  should  be  considered  the  equivalent 
of  Rock  (“Feral”)  Pigeons  or  municipal-park 
Canada  Geese?  Currently,  birders  thrill  to  the 
sight  of  a White-winged  Dove  well  out  of 
range,  and  many  avid  state  listers  have 
jumped  in  the  car  to  give  chase.  Would  we 
risk  trampling  that  enthusiasm  by  taking  a 
closer  look  at  the  genetic  makeup  of  such 
birds?  And,  in  the  end,  should  our  reactions 
to  individual  birds  or  to  “species”  be  dictated 
by  a discovery  of  checkered  genetic  history  or 
of  exotic  status? 

If  you’ve  been  birding  for  several  decades, 
you  will  no  doubt  recall  that  Budgerigar 
(along  with  Crested  Myna)  used  to  be  a 
“poster  child”  for  the  successful  establish- 
ment of  exotic  bird  populations.  The  Florida 
population  may  have  exceeded  20,000  as  re- 
cently as  the  late  1970s  (Pranty  2001),  and 
the  species  was  assumed  by  most  birders  to  be 
secure.  Today,  however,  the  Florida  popula- 
tion has  declined  to  fewer  than  25  pairs  (B. 
Pranty,  pers.  comm.) — and  the  Crested  Myna 
is  altogether  gone  from  its  onetime  redoubt  of 
Vancouver  Island.  Thus,  the  report  of  a 
Budgerigar  only  40  kilometers  from  the  rem- 


nant breeding  population  was  understandably 
flagged  as  “likely  a recent  escapee”  by  Florida 
regional  editors  Bruce  Anderson  and  Andy 
Bankert. 

The  hardy  Monk  Parakeet  is  the  only 
psittacid  that  routinely  establishes  popula- 
tions in  North  America  north  of  the  southern 
tier  of  U.S.  states.  The  species  is  reported  in 
the  hundreds  on  Christmas  Bird  Counts  in 
Connecticut,  where  it  is  a widespread  breeder 
in  coastal  and  near-coastal  districts.  But  Monk 
Parakeets  haven't  been  detected  as  breeders  in 
Massachusetts — yet.  That  may  be  about  to 
change.  Three  Monk  Parakeets  tending  a nest 
in  Middlesex  County  this  past  summer  got 
pretty  darned  close  to  qualifying  as  the  Bay 
State’s  first  nesters!  Maybe  this  year.  Or — -who 
knows? — maybe  the  Monk  Parakeets  of 
southern  New  England  will  follow  the  same 
trajectory  as  the  Budgerigars  of  the  west-cen- 
tral Florida  peninsula.  Exotics  keep  us  guess- 
ing, and  that’s  one  of  the  reasons  why  they’re 
so  fascinating. 

It’s  hard  not  to  notice  a stunning  green  ex- 
otic psittacid  on  the  mean  streets  of  New 
Haven.  But  what  of  the  very  extensive  pres- 
ence of  exotic  psittacids  within  those  parts  of 
the  western  hemisphere  with  extant  indige- 
nous psittacids,  that  is  to  say,  much  of  tropi- 
cal America?  Such  populations  might  under- 
standably be  overlooked  by  many  of  us — but 
not  by  birder-adventurers  John  Shrader  and 
Karen  Shrader.  Exploring  Isla  San  Andres 
during  the  period  8-11  June,  they  tallied  40 
Brown-throated  Parakeets.  The  species  was 


introduced  there  at  some  point  in  the  past  25 
years  (and  no  later  than  2001),  and  it  quickly 
became  established  (P.  Salaman,  pers. 
comm.).  Based  on  the  Shraders’  records,  we 
can  say  that  the  Brown-throated  Parakeet  is 
persisting  in  its  new  home  on  San  Andres. 

Purple  Martins  begin  massing  for  “fall” 
migration  relatively  early — in  midsummer. 
At  Auburn,  Alabama,  a roost  of  about 
100,000  birds  was  studied  16-19  July  this 
season;  at  Wichita,  Kansas,  perhaps  30,000 
came  to  roost  27  July;  and  at  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, 11,000  were  estimated  coming  into  a 
roost  in  ornamental  pear  trees  31  July,  How 
many  of  these  hordes  had  fledged  with  the  as- 
sistance of  humans,  who  erect  and  maintain 
martin  houses  all  over  the  East?  If  you 
guessed  100%,  you’re  probably  correct.  Al- 
though the  two  or  more  western  subspecies 
make  use  of  natural  cavities  for  nesting,  the 
nominate  eastern  subspecies  has  relied  on 
human  hospitality  since  John  James 
Audubon’s  time,  and  there  are  almost  no 
records  of  martins  nesting  in  a natural  cavity 
east  of  the  Rockies  since  1900.  When  one 
stops  to  think  about  the  human-martin  rela- 
tionship in  the  East,  it  is  profound:  eastern 
martins  depend  on  us  almost  completely  for 
their  survival.  How  different  the  spring  and 
summer  seasons  would  be  without  their 
rolling  chatter!  Martins  are,  fortunately,  a fa- 
vorite bird  of  suburban  and  rural  Americans 
far  and  wide,  but  their  populations  have  been 
in  decline  since  1980  (Brown  1997),  a trend 
whose  causes  are  not  known. 


VOLUME  64  (2011)  • NUMBER  4 


555 


THE  CHANGING  SEASONS:  ANTIDISESTABLISHMENTARIANISM 


One  of  the  great  birds  of  2010  was  the  Or- 
ange-billed Nightingale-Thrush  that  visited 
Spearfish  Canyon,  in  the  northern  reaches  of 
South  Dakotas  wonderful  Black  Hills,  for  at 
least  six  weeks  (Figure  8).  How  on  Earth  did 
it  get  there?  One  hypothesis — which  hasn’t 
gotten  much  traction — is  that  the  bird  es- 
caped from  captivity.  Um?  Like,  a retired  cou- 
ple just  happened  to  be  carrying  a nightin- 
gale-thrush in  their  recreational  vehicle?  And 
they  decided  to  ditch  the  poor  bird  in 
Spearfish  Canyon?  Next... 

Blue-gray  Tanagers  are  very  popular  in 
captivity,  and  birds  that  escape  or  are  released 
sometimes  establish  populations  in  the  wild. 
The  species  bred  at  three  locations  in  south- 
ern Florida  in  the  mid-twentieth  century,  but 
those  populations  had  winked  out  before  the 
turn  of  the  century.  Farther  south,  though, 
one  continues  to  encounter  exotic  Blue-gray 
Tanagers.  An  introduced  population  flourish- 
es in  Lima,  Peru,  for  example.  This  past  sum- 
mer, a pair  was  observed  in  Yucatan.  Were 
they  escapees?  Or  were  they  “naturally  occur- 
ring”? If  the  latter,  do  we  classify  them  as  va- 
grants or  simply  as  birds  dispersing  from  the 
core  range  a bit  to  the  south? 

The  same  questions  arise  in  connection 
with  Utah’s  second  Northern  Cardinal,  ob- 
served in  late  June  near  St.  George  in  the 
state’s  extreme  southwestern  corner.  For  sure, 
cardinals  occur  in  the  wild  in  the  northwest- 
ern Mojave  Desert.  But  what  is  their  prove- 
nance? Birds  found  in  the  general  vicinity  of 
Las  Vegas  are  viewed  by  the  Nevada  Bird 
Records  Committee  with  some  amount  of 
trepidation  (M.  Meyers,  pers.  comm.).  Could 
the  Utah  bird  have  escaped  from  a holding  in 
or  near  Las  Vegas?  Or  did  it  vagrate  from  cen- 
tral Arizona,  where  the  species  is  of  “natural” 
occurrence?  And  which  feat  would  have  been 
the  more  impressive? 

A photographically  documented  Yellow 
Grosbeak  was  in  New  Mexico  near  the  Ari- 
zona border  in  early  June  (Figure  9).  The 
species  is  common  in  captivity,  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly a plausible  vagrant  to  Arizona,  where 
most  accepted  state  records  are  from  late  May 
through  late  July  (Pranty  et  al.  2008),  so  the 
timing  of  the  New  Mexico  record  is  perfect. 
Let’s  say  the  bird  was  a “legitimate”  vagrant. 
Enter  the  800-pound  gorilla  in  the  room.  Why 
did  it  vagrate?  One  of  the  hypothesized  con- 
sequences of  anthropogenic  climate  change  is 
increased  incidence  of  vagrancy.  It  makes 
sense:  sea  ice  melts,  desperate  Ivory  Gulls  va- 
grate. In  a series  of  recent — and  absolutely 
breathtaking — studies  from  Europe,  Black- 
caps {Sylvia  atricapilla)  have  been  shown  to 
evolve  novel  dispersal  strategies  in  response 


to  climate  change.  In  the  old  days,  vagrants 
reached  faraway  destinations  by  hitching 
rides  on  oceangoing  vessels.  These  days,  they 
may  well  be  accomplishing  the  same  feat  via 
climate  change.  Let’s  not  fool  ourselves;  just 
as  we  cannot  disprove  ship  assistance  in  so 
many  instances  of  transoceanic  vagrancy,  so 
we  cannot  rule  out  anthropogenic  climate 
change  as  a trigger  for  certain  vagrants.  Either 
way,  it’s  “unnatural.”  (And  2010,  by  the  way, 
tied  2005  as  the  hottest  year  in  the  meteoro- 
logical record  books,  according  to  the  Nation- 
al Climatic  Data  Center.) 

Another  dandy  from  Arizona  this  past 
summer  was  a Black-vented  Oriole  reported 
near  Willcox  in  late  July.  The  bird  was  nei- 
ther photographed  nor  found  again,  so  the 
Arizona  Bird  Committee  has  its  work  cut 
out.  Presumably,  the  question  of  vagrant  ver- 
sus captive  origin  will  arise  in  the  course  of 
the  committee’s  deliberations.  Let’s  pre- 
tend— and  there  is  no  a priori  reason  for  do- 
ing so — that  this  oriole  was  an  escapee  from 
captivity.  'Would  that  lessen  its  interest  or  im- 
portance? Is  it  not  worthwhile  to  attempt  to 
document  the  basic  population  status  and 
possible  ecological  impacts  of  escapees?  A 
survey  of  all  known  exotics  in  Florida  (Pran- 
ty 2004)  revealed  the  presence  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  such  birds,  with  populations 
numbering  anywhere  from  one  to  well  over 
1000  per  species.  More  than  200  species 
were  enumerated  by  Pranty  (2004),  and  it  is 
easy  to  imagine  that  their  collective  ecologi- 
cal impact  might  well  be  significant.  A simi- 
lar effort  in  Arizona  (and  other  borderland 
states)  would  surely  be  worthwhile,  and,  in 
this  regard,  the  2010  Peach-faced  Lovebird 
Census  Project  in  the  Phoenix  metro  area 
<tinyurl.com/4g4cv5o>  was  a superb  initia- 
tive toward  this  goal. 

Two  extralimital  House  Finches  were  re- 
ported this  past  summer  from  Canada.  One 
was  a juvenile  at  Sainte-Felicite,  Quebec, 
which  lies  a bit  north  and  east  of  the  current 
range  of  the  species.  The  other,  on  the  west 
shore  of  Hudson  Bay,  was  a first  for  Nunavut. 
Were  these  birds  exotics?  House  Finches  in 
Quebec  are  presumably  descended  from  the 
population  released  from  New  York  in  the 
early  1940s;  so  the  answer  for  the  Sainte- 
Felicite  individual  would  seem,  at  first  blush, 
to  be  in  the  affirmative.  Now  what  about  the 
bird  from  Nunavut?  Did  it  originate  from  the 
“native”  western  population  or  from  the  “ex- 
otic” eastern  population?  That’s  hard  to  say: 
expanding  western  and  eastern  populations 
drove  the  golden  spike  at  some  point  in  the 
late  twentieth  century,  but  we’re  not  sure 
where.  And  that  adds  a new  wrinkle:  genetic 


introgression.  How  do  we  know  that  “native” 
House  Finch  genes  haven’t  infiltrated  the  “ex- 
otic” genome — and  vice-versa?  We  don’t.  We 
probably  cannot.  Once  again,  the  quixotic 
goal  of  distinguishing  between  “native”  and 
“non-native”  populations  is  thwarted  by  the 
inconvenient  truth  of  reality. 

One  of  the  stranger  stories  of  the  past 
decade  has  been  the  detection  of  numerous 
Eurasian  songbirds  in  tbe  Great  Lakes  region, 
especially  around  Lake  Michigan.  This  phe- 
nomenon— involving  Common  Chaffinches, 
Eurasian  Siskins,  European  Goldfinches,  and 
other  species — is  apparently  the  result  of  de- 
liberate releases  by  cagebird  importers  in  tbe 
Chicago  area.  A recent  paper  (Craves  2008) 
focused  on  the  apparent  ongoing  establish- 
ment of  European  Goldfinches  in  the  western 
Great  Lakes  region.  How  far  have  the  Chica- 
go releases  spread?  This  past  summer,  an  in- 
dividual of  the  Asian  caniceps  subspecies 
group  was  found  at  Chevery,  in  extreme  east- 
ern Quebec,  2300-1-  kilometers  from  Chicago. 

If  you  build  it,  they  will  come.  So  it  is  with 
the  sociable  House  Sparrow,  like  Purple  Mar- 
tin a well-known  example  of  an  avian  com- 
mensal— a species  that  benefits  from  a host 
(Homo  sapiens  in  these  instances)  without 
harming  that  host.  Practically  every  human 
structure  is  discovered  sooner  or  later,  it 
seems,  by  House  Sparrows.  Except  in  the  far 
north.  Adventuresome  individuals  range 
north  to  southern  Alaska,  but  the  population 
remains  small,  unstable,  and  peripheral  in 
The  Last  Frontier.  This  past  summer,  at  least 
a dozen  House  Sparrows  were  fledged  from 
three  nests  in  Ketchikan,  about  as  far  to  the 
southeast  in  Alaska  as  you  possibly  can  get. 
What  does  the  future  hold  in  store  for  the 
House  Sparrows  of  Ketchikan?  Will  they  fol- 
low in  the  footsteps  of  successfully  invading 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves?  Time  will  tell.  And 
here’s  a twist:  not  all  of  Alaska’s  House  Spar- 
rows come  from  the  North  American  popula- 
tion. A vagrant  to  St.  Lawrence  Island  in  1993 
almost  certainly  originated  from  a population 
recently  released  at  Provideniya,  in  the  Russ- 
ian Far  East,  where  House  Sparrows  continue 
to  increase  (D.  D.  Gibson,  pers.  comm.).  Ad- 
ditional vagrants  to  Alaska’s  Bering  Sea  region 
might  well  be  expected. 

If  you  want  to  see  a Eurasian  Tree  Spar- 
row, you  have  to  go  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
Every  North  American  birder  knows  that. 
Well,  not  exactly.  Reports  this  past  summer 
from  McLean  and  DeWitt  Counties  in  Illinois 
and  from  Linn  County,  Iowa  remind  us  that 
the  species  ranges  a bit  north  of  St.  Louis.  But 
why  doesn’t  the  range  of  the  Eurasian  Tree 
Sparrow  extend  any  farther  than  that?  Com- 
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pared  to  invading  House  Finches  and  House 
Sparrows,  the  range  expansion  and  popula- 
tion increase  of  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  have 
been  a decidedly  slow-mo  affair.  How  come? 
The  age-old  answer  of  competition  with 
House  Sparrows — which  happen  to  be  in  gen- 
eral decline  in  North  America— can’t  be  the 
only  explanation.  In  their  monograph  on 
Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow,  Barlow  and  Leckie 
(2000)  tell  us  that  our  North  American  popu- 
lation of  this  species  “provides  an  exceptional 
opportunity”  to  address  cutting-edge  ques- 
tions in  contemporary  biology.  What  are  we 
waiting  for? 

Would  you  like  to  make  an  immediate  and 
lasting  contribution  to  field  ornithology?  And 
while  you’re  at  it,  would  you  like  to  earn  the 
eternal  gratitude  of  listers  everywhere?  (And 
the  opprobrium  of  the  handful  of  holdout 
“NIB”  [No  Introduced  Birds]  killjoys?)  Then 
be  the  first  person  to  provide  formal,  pub- 
lished documentation  of  the  current  status 
and  distribution  of  Nutmeg  Mannikin  in 
southern  California.  Scott  Smithson  reported 
at  the  2006  Western  Field  Ornithologists 
meeting  that  at  least  700  were  present  in  the 
Los  Angeles  basin  alone  at  the  end  of  1998 
(<tinyurl.com/4ftcnpk>),  and  the  population 
continues  to  increase  and  expand.  This  past 
summer,  Ventura  County,  northwest  of  Los 
Angeles,  got  its  first  documented  nesting 
record.  The  species  is  here.  It’s  established.  It 
ought  to  “count.”  We  know  all  those  things. 
But  in  order  for  the  Nutmeg  Mannikin  to  be- 
come official,  the  ABA  Checklist  Committee 
requires — understandably  and  credibly  so — a 
formal  published  paper.  Organize  a study  in 
southern  California,  publish  the  results  in 
Western  Birds  or  perhaps  this  journal,  and 
your  place  in  the  history  books  is  assured. 

Another  of  our  successfully  established  es- 
trildids  is  Tricolored  Munia.  A population 
now  well  established  in  Yucatan  was  first  de- 
tected in  1993.  A flock  of  12  was  seen  in  ear- 
ly June  along  the  Kinchil-Celestun  Highway, 
and  another  flock,  consisting  of  eight  individ- 
uals, was  reported  mid-month  six  kilometers 
up  the  road.  Might  successful  establishment 
of  Tricolored  Munias  negatively  impact  agri- 
culture on  the  Yucatan  Peninsula?  And  here’s 
another  question:  where  did  the  Tricolored 
Munias  of  Yucatan  come  from?  From  their 
“native”  range  in  India,  one  might  reasonably 
surmise?  Not  necessarily.  The  species  became 
so  abundant  in  Puerto  Rico  in  the  late  twenti- 
eth century  that  trappers  turned  their  sights 
on  the  well-established  population  in  the 
commonwealth.  The  moral  of  this  story:  so 
often,  we  do  not  know  the  origin  and  history 
of  a bird  population. 


Coda 

Late  last  year,  I traveled  to  the  vibrant  Indian 
state  of  Gujarat.  In  so  many  ways,  I have  to  say, 
the  Gujarati  people  are  exactly  like  us.  They’re 
worldly  and  well  educated,  they’re  increasing- 
ly “green,”  they’re  way  “wired,”  and  they’re  su- 
per-diverse. Picture  the  U.S.  state  of  California 
with  about  15  million  more  people,  and  you 
have  a pretty  good  idea  of  what  Gujarat  is  like. 

Something  else.  Birding  is  all  the  rage  in  Gu- 
jarat. 1 met  teen  and  twentysomething  birders 
with  the  skill  set  and  sophistication  to  rival  that 
of  the  finest  young  birders  in  North  America.  I 
met  the  winsome  “elders” — chronological 
counterparts  of  our  aging  boomers.  And  1 met 
thirtysomething  and  fortysomething  Gujarati 
birders  who  were  discomfitingly  just  like  me. 

All  that  said,  I did  notice  one  big  difference 
between  them  and  us.  Despite  the  amazing 
cultural,  ideological,  and  linguistic  diversity 
of  Gujarat,  most  of  its  people  are  united  by  an 
outlook  on  animal  life  that  is  profoundly  dif- 
ferent from  our  own.  I realize  I’m  being  some- 
what simplistic  in  the  following  assessment, 
but  here  goes:  most  people  in  Gujarat  don’t 
kill  or  otherwise  harass  animals.  Hunting  is 
practically  unheard  of.  It’s  part  of  a heritage 
that  goes  back  thousands  of  years.  Want  a 
heaping  serving  of  chicken  curry?  You’re 
more  likely  to  find  it  at  an  “Indian”  restaurant 
in  Scottsbluff  than  at  many  dining  establish- 
ments in  Ahmedabad.  (Try  the  thali  instead.) 

People,  chickens,  and  other  animals  coex- 
ist in  Gujarat  in  a manner  that  you  just  don’t 
see  in  North  America.  For  millennia,  they’ve 
lived  together,  tolerating  one  another,  occu- 
pying the  same  ecological  niche.  The  distinc- 
tion between  “natural”  and  “unnatural”  is 
blurry  at  best.  The  wall  of  separation  between 
“wild”  and  “artificial”  just  isn’t  there. 

Some  of  the  “native”  bird  species  1 saw  in 
Gujarat  included  Indian  Peafowl,  Purple 
Swamphen,  Chestnut-bellied  Sandgrouse, 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove,  Rose-ringed  Para- 
keet, Red-vented  Bulbul,  and  Common 
Myna — all  of  which  are  established  as  exotics 
in  the  United  States.  1 felt  right  at  home,  as  if 
1 were  in  L.A.,  say,  or  Miami.  1 just  can’t  see 
how  the  “native”  avifauna  of  Gujarat  can  be 
said  to  differ — in  any  ecologically  or  behav- 
iorally  meaningful  way — from  the  “non-na- 
tive” avifauna  of  the  United  States.  In  Gujarat, 
anything  goes:  Sarus  Cranes  and  Red-wattled 
Lapwings,  Rose-ringed  Parakeets  and  Red- 
vented  Bulbuls,  camels  and  rickshaws,  ag 
fields  and  seacoasts,  tourists  and  shopkeep- 
ers— it’s  all  one  mishmash  of  culture  and  envi- 
ronment, the  ultimate  ecological  melting  pot. 

Honestly,  it’s  much  the  same  over  here.  It’s 
just  that  we’re  so  slow — so  painfully  slow — in 


coming  to  realize  what’s  happened  here, 
what’s  been  happening  here  for  centuries.  We 
stubbornly  cling  to  our  neo-Platonic  fantasy 
that  everything  has  its  place  and  purpose,  that 
everything  can  be  put  into  a box,  that  every- 
thing can  be  assigned  to  a category.  A species 
is  either  “native”  or  “exotic,”  in  our  world 
view.  A population  is  either  “indigenous”  or 
“feral.”  Any  particular  bird  is  either  “count- 
able” or  not.  Such  a system  is,  according  to 
Plato’s  formulation,  “beautiful.” 

It’s  beautiful  perhaps,  but  it’s  not  reality. 
And  is  it  really  all  that  beautiful?  Pretend 
for  a moment  that  we — birders  and  field  or- 
nithologists, ecologists  and  environmental 
scientists — could  put  aside  our  conviction 
that  populations,  communities,  and  ecosys- 
tems are  either  natural  or  unnatural.  Yes,  such 
a change  might  well  necessitate  new  strategies 
and  tactics  for  wildlife  managers  and  conser- 
vation biologists.  But  that’s  a merely  academ- 
ic take  on  the  matter.  And  I respectfully  ac- 
knowledge that  such  a change  would  be  up- 
setting to  the  great  many  of  us  who  abide  by 
Aldo  Leopold’s  famous  dictum  that  the  world 
properly  consists  of  things  that  are  wild  and 
things  that  are  not  wild.  But  bear  with  me, 
please,  for  just  a moment  longer. 

Visualize  the  change  now  at  a grander  lev- 
el. Imagine  what  it  would  do  to  the  collective 
psyche,  to  the  very  the  heart  and  soul,  of  our 
society.  Imagine  if  we  could  see  ourselves — all 
of  us,  Sarus  Cranes  and  “pseudogrines,”  rare 
vagrants  and  escaped  cagebirds;  and  every- 
thing around  us,  wilderness  areas  and  vacant 
lots,  wildlife  refuges  and  soybean  fields — as 
all  in  this  thing  together.  Wouldn't  that  be 
grand?  Wouldn’t  that  be  beautiful? 

Acknowledgments 

1 thank  Ned  Brinkley,  Donna  Dittmann,  Pete 
Dunne,  Dick  Erickson,  Paul  Hess,  Dan  Gibson, 
Guy  McCaskie,  Martin  Meyers,  Mike  Parr,  Bill 
Pranty  Uttej  Rao,  Michael  Retter,  Paul  Sala- 
man,  Macklin  Smith,  Noah  Strycker,  and  Rick 
Wright  for  helping  me  with  fact  checking.  Ned 
Brinkley  and  two  anonymous  readers  supplied 
comments  on  an  earlier  version  of  this  essay 
and  added  important  perspective. 

Literature  cited 

Barlow,].  C.,  and  S.  N.  Leckie.  2000.  Eurasian 
Tree  Sparrow  (Passer  montaniis) , in:  The 
Birds  of  North  America  Online  (A.  Poole, 
ed.).  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology,  Ithaca, 
New  York.  Retrieved  from  the  Birds  of 
North  America  Online:  <http://bna. birds. 
cornell.edu/bna/species/560>. 

Brown,  C.  R.  1997.  Purple  Martin  (Progne 
subis),  in:  The  Birds  of  North  America  Online 


VOLUME  64  (2011)  • NUMBER  4 


557 


wvnauEwit 


The  Meadowlands  Liberty  region  has  all  of  the 
Ingredients  for  Indoor  and  outdopr  fun  and  excitement  ■ 
not  only  the  world's  most  spectacular  sports  and 
entertainment,  but  America's  most  historic  landmarks, 
fabulous  dining,  miles  of  nature  trails,  rare  bird  species 
and  much,  much  more.^.all  with  New  York  City 
as  a dramatic  backdrop. 

Book  your  backyard  adventure  today  at  MLCVB.com 

\/Teadowlands  Liberty 

convention  & v i s ito  r s b u re  a u 

877-MLCVB-US  MLCVB.com 

Nw  jersey  Supported  in  part  by  a grant  from  New  Jersey  Department 

visitnj.org  of  State,  Division  of  Travel  and  Tourism. 


North  American  Birds  is  now  part  of  SORA, 
the  University  of  New  Mexico’s  searchable 
ornithological  research  archive,  at 
http://elibrary.unm.edu/sora/ 


a 


SORA 


AmericanBirding' 

ASSOCIATION 


Searchable  Ornithological  Research  Archive 


THE  CHANGING  SEASONS 


(A.  Poole,  ed.).  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology, 
Ithaca,  New  York.  Retrieved  from  the  Birds 
of  North  America  Online:  <http://bna. 
birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/287>. 

Craves,].  E.  2008.  Current  status  of  European 
Goldfinch  {Carduelis  carduelis)  in  the  west- 
ern Great  Lakes  Region.  North  American 
Birds  62:  498-501. 

Dawkins,  R.  1976.  The  Selfish  Gene.  Oxford 
University  Press,  Oxford. 

Darwin,  C.  1859.  On  the  Origin  of  Species  by 
Means  of  Natural  Selection.  Murray,  London. 

Dittmann,  D.  L.,  and  S.  W.  Cardiff.  2005.  The 
“Chandeleur”  Gull:  Origins  and  identifica- 
tion of  Kelp  X Herring  Gull  hybrids.  Birding 
36:  266-276. 

Dunne,  R 1986.  Tales  of  a Low-rent  Birder.  Si- 
mon and  Schuster,  New  York. 

Leopold,  A.  S.  1977.  The  Califo?ina  Quail. 
University  of  California  Press,  Berkeley, 
California. 

Long,].  L.  1981.  Introduced  Birds  of  the  World. 
Universe  Books,  New  York. 

McCarthy,  E.  M.  2006.  Handbook  of  Avian  Hy- 
brids of  the  World.  Oxford  University  Press, 
New  York. 

Miller,  A.  H.  1941.  Speciation  in  the  avian 
genus  Jimco.  University  of  California  Publi- 
cations in  Zoology  44:  173-434. 

Patten,  M.  A.,  G.  McCaskie,  and  R Unitt. 
2003.  Birds  of  the  Salton  Sea:  Status,  Bio- 
geography,  and  Ecology.  University  of  Cali- 
fornia Press,  Berkeley,  California. 

Peterson,  R.  T.  1980.  A Field  Guide  to  the 
Birds,  4th  edition.  Houghton  Mifflin, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Pranty,  B.  2001.  The  Budgerigar  in  Elorida: 
Rise  and  fall  of  an  exotic  psittacid.  North 
American  Birds  55:  389-397. 

Pranty,  B.  2004.  Elorida’s  exotic  avifauna:  A 
preliminary  checklist.  Birding  36:  362-372. 

Pranty,  B.,].  L.  Dunn,  S.  C.  Heinl,  A.  W Krat- 
ter,  P.  E.  Lehman,  M.  W.  Lockwood,  B. 
Mactavish,  and  K.  ].  Zimmer.  2008.  ABA 
Checklist:  Birds  of  the  Continental  United 
States  and  Canada.  American  Birding  Asso- 
ciation, Colorado  Springs,  Colorado. 

Shea,  R.  E.  2002.  Should  Trumpeter  Swans  be 
re-introduced  to  the  eastern  United  States 
and  Canada?- — Yes.  Birding  34:  341-345. 

Smith,  P.  W.  1987.  The  Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  arrives  in  the  Americas.  American 
Birds  41:  1371-1379. 

Stevenson,  H.  M.,  and  B.  H.  Anderson.  1994. 
The  Birdlife  of  Florida.  University  of  Florida 
Press,  Gainesville,  Florida. 

Whan,  B.,  and  G.  Rising  2002.  Should  Trum- 
peter Swans  be  introduced  to  the  eastern 
United  States  and  Canada? — No.  Birding 
34:  338-340.  © 


558 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


SEE,  HEAR  & INSTANTLY  IDENTIFY  BIRDS  ON  DVD! 


“A  skillful  mix  of  video  and  stills  that  will  delight  and  infonn.” 

— New  York  Times 

“Not  only  authoritative,  but  also  literate,  witty  and  full  of 
interesting  facts.  Enthusiastically  recommended.” 

— Library  Journal 

“An  important  addition  to  printed  field  guides.” 

— Ph  iladelpliia  Inqwi rer 

Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  the  Birds  of  North 
America  is  the  ideal  application  of  DVD  technology  to 
a reference  source.  Beautiful  moving  footage  and 
stills,  bird  calls  and  sounds,  annotated  visuals,  author- 
itative narration  and  range  maps  help  users  quickly 
and  precisely  locate  any  of  247  bird  species  in  DVD  I, 
258  species  in  DVD  II,  or  all  606  species  in  the  two- 
disk  set,  at  the  touch  of  a button.  By  using  your  DVD 
player's  remote  control  you  can  repeat  a segment,  a 
shot  or  any  part  of  a bird’s  description  as  often  as  you 
like,  or  even  study  footage  in  slow  motion. 

Add  a portable  DVD  player  or  laptop  and  you  can  easi- 
ly bring  this  unique  reference  into  the  field,  for  imme- 
diate on-site  identification.  Informative  64-page  Mini 
FieldGuide  to  505  Birds  of  North  America  included  with 
each  DVD  VideoGuide.  If  you  liked  the  VideoGuide  on 
VHS,  you’ll  love  it  on  DVD! 


In  DVD  I you’ll  find  247  birds  including  Loons;  Grebes;  <jiQQ  Q|X 
Pelicans  and  their  allies;  Swans,  Ducks  and  Geese  including 
Dabbling  Ducks,  Bay  Ducks,  Sea  Ducks,  Mergansers,  Whistling-Ducks  and 
others;  Vultures,  Hawks  and  Falcons  covering  Eagles,  Kites,  Accipiters, 
Buteos,  Caracaras  and  others;  Chicken-like  (or  Scratching)  Birds  which 
include  Turkey,  Quail,  Grouse,  Prairie-Chickens,  Pheasant,  Ptarmigan  and 
others;  Wading  birds,  covering  Spoonbill,  Woodstork,  Egrets,  Herons, 
Bitterns,  Ibises,  Limpkin,  and  Cranes;  Rails;  Shorebirds,  including  Plovers, 
Sandpipers,  Curlews,  Phalaropes,  Turnstones,  Oystercatchers,  Avocet  and 
many  others;  Gulls  and  Jaegers;  Terns;  Alcids,  which  include  Puffins,  Auks, 
Murres  and  Guillemots;  Owls;  and  Kingfishers. 


In  DVD  n you'll  find  258  birds  including  Pigeons  and  Doves;  ^39  95 
Cuckoos  and  Anis;  Nightjars;  Hummingbirds  and  Swifts; 

Elegant  Trogon;  Woodpeckers;  Flycatchers;  Horned  Lark;  Swallows;  Crows, 
Jays  and  Magpies;  Chickadees  and  Titmice;  Verdin;  Bushtit;  Nuthatches; 
Brown  Creeper;  Wrens;  American  Dipper;  Kinglets  and  Gnatcatchers; 
Bluebirds,  Robins  and  other  Thrushes;  Wrentit;  Mimic  Thrushes;  Water 
Pipit;  WaxH'ings;  Shrikes;  Phainopepla;  Vireos;  Warblers;  Blackbirds  and 
Orioles;  Tanagers;  and  Grosbeaks,  Buntings,  Towhees,  Sparrows,  Juncos, 
Longspurs,  and  Finches. 

505  birds  on  set  of  two  DVDs  $69.95 


VHS  set  of  five  videos  containing  505  birds  $89.95 

VHS  I 116  species  of  water  birds,  raptors  and  chicken-like  birds  $19.95 

\T1S  H 1 12  species  of  water  and  shore  birds  $19.95 

VHS  III  76  species,  including  owls,  hummingbirds,  and  woodpeckers  $19.95 

VHS  IV  98  species  of  songbirds,  including  thrushes  and  \areos  $19.95 

VHS  V 108  species  of  songbirds,  incuding  warblers  and  finches  $19.95 


M 


. H 

not 


^.,,rwxw 


Sawpl® 


ORDER:  1-800-876-0091  EXT.  103  OR:  www.mastervisioii.com 


Or  mail  check  or  money  order  to  Mastervision,  Dept.  103,  PO  Box  807,  New  Hudson  MI  48165-0807.  Add  $5  S-fH  per  Order. 


Editors'  Notebook 


Ten  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  at  the  Susquehanna  Riverlands  near  Berwick,  Pennsylvania  10-20  (here  12)  June  2010  were  the  first 
for  Luzerne  County  and  part  of  a widespread  influx  of  the  species  in  late  May  through  November — a flight  that  included  the  Texas 
Panhandle,  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Arkansas,  Ohio  Illinois,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, New  York,  Ontario,  and  Maine.  Photograph  by  Kevin  Ripka. 


The  American  Ornithologists' 
Union's  Fifty-First  Checklist 
Supplement 

Every  July,  your  editorial  group  looks  forward 
to  publication  of  the  new  Supplement  to  the 
American  Ornithologists’  Union’s  Check-list  of 
North  American  Birds.  In  addition  to  the  pat  on 
the  back  we  receive  (in  the  form  of  North 
American  Birds  articles  cited),  the  Supplement 
offers  a cornucopia  of  fascinating  decisions 
about  the  nomenclature,  taxonomy,  phylogeny, 
status,  and  distribution  of  birds  that  occur  in 
North  America  and  provides  for  lively  discus- 
sions online  and  in  the  pub.  Indeed,  it  may 
take  months  to  digest  the  Supplement’s  various 
elements  and  to  apply  them  to  the  editing  the 
regional  reports,  as  well  as  deciding  how  to  so- 
licit articles  on  the  status  of  taxa  elevated  to 
full  species.  In  the  past,  there  has  sometimes 
been  a lag  in  implementation  of  the  Supple- 
ment’s changes  to  the  Check-list,  especially 
with  changes  to  phylogenetic  sequence  of 
species,  hut  we  eventually  catch  up. 

In  most  cases,  simple  nomenclatural  changes 
are  needed  to  bring  us  up  to  speed,  as  for  in- 
stance in  the  Fiftieth  Supplement:  Nelson’s 
Sparrow  and  Saltmarsh  Sparrow  are  the  new 
names  for  those  species  formerly  known  as 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  and  Saltmarsh 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow.  (This  simplification  was 
cause  for  celebration  among  checklist  makers!) 
In  the  Fifty-First  Supplement,  Greater  Shear- 


water is  shortened  to  Great  Shearwater,  to  con- 
form to  usage  outside  of  North  America. 

Slightly  trickier  are  the  transitions  necessi- 
tated by  splits,  for  instance  with  the  new  Sup- 
plement’s split  of  "Whip-poor-will  into  Eastern 
Whip-poor-will  (Caprimulgus  vociferus)  and 
Mexican  Whip-poor-will  (C.  arizonae),  though 
most  records  can  be  sorted  by  range.  Also  in 
the  Fifty-first  Supplement,  Winter  Wren  is 
split:  into  Eurasian  Wren  (Troglodytes 
troglodytes)  of  the  Old  World;  Winter  Wren  (I 
hiemalis),  which  nests  from  northeastern 
British  Columbia  eastward  across  the  taiga  into 
the  American  East;  and  Pacific  Wren  (T.  pacifi- 
cus),  which  nests  from  southern  Alaska  south 
through  the  Mountain  West.  In  the  issue  in 
your  hand,  “Winter  Wren”  records  from  the 
middle  of  the  continent  are  identified  to 
species  only  when  the  bird  was  identified  as 
hiemalis  or  pacificiis,  and  so  the  name  Pacific 
Wren  debuts  in  North  American  Birds  in  this  is- 
sue. In  the  future,  we  will  employ  “Winter/Pa- 
cific Wren”  for  birds  not  identified  to  species. 
(On  rare  occasions,  too,  we  may  use  “East- 
ern/Mexican Whip-poor-will,”  but  most  whip- 
poor-wills  are  first  detected  by  voice,  which 
differs  appreciably  between  these  species.) 

Not  surprisingly,  two  more  island  species 
with  distinctive  taxa  on  different  islands  have 
been  split.  Greater  Antillean  Oriole  is  now  split 
four  ways:  Bahama  Oriole  (Icterus  northropi), 
Cuban  Oriole  (I.  mclanopsis),  Hispaniolan  Ori- 


ole (I.  dominicensis),  and  Puerto  Rican  Oriole 
(I.  portoricensis).  Elepaio,  a species  of  monarch 
found  only  in  Hawaii,  is  split  into  three  species, 
becoming  Hawaiian  Elepaio  (Chasiempsis  sand- 
wichensis),  Kauai  Elepaio  (C.  sclateri),  and 
Oahu  Elepaio  (C.  ibidis). 

Also  in  the  Fifty-First  Supplement,  in  the 
section  treating  the  re-split  (de-lumping?)  of 
our  Black  Scoter  (now  Melanitta  americana) 
from  its  Eurasian  counterpart  (M.  nigra,  never 
reported  nearer  to  our  continent  than  Green- 
land), there  was  an  indication  that  our  bird 
would  be  called  “American  Scoter,”  as  it  was 
through  the  1950s.  However,  in  Errata  provid- 
ed online  (<http://www.aou.org/checklist/ 
north/suppl/51.php#errors>),  the  Check-list 
Committee  reports  that  the  name  “Black  Scot- 
er” will  be  maintained  for  M.  americana. 

As  with  the  scoter  split,  which  makes  a 
change  to  the  North  American  species  because 
of  a split  from  an  extralimital  taxon,  the  names 
of  two  trogons  found  in  our  reporting  regions 
south  of  the  U.S.  border  are  affected  by 
changes  published  in  the  latest  Supplement. 
White-tailed  Trogon  (Trogon  chionums),  found 
in  our  reporting  regions  only  in  Panama,  is 
now  regarded  as  a separate  species  from  Green- 
backed  Trogon  (I  viridis).  In  this  case,  the 
English  name  for  the  taxon  in  North  America 
remains  the  same;  however,  with  the  split  of 
■Violaceous  Trogon,  our  reporting  regions  from 
western  Mexico  southward  through  Panama 
will  now  refer  to  Gartered  Trogon  (I  caliga- 
tus).  The  English  name  for  the  lowland  South 
American  birds  remains  'Violaceous  Trogon  (T. 
violaceiis). 

There  you  go  again... 

Those  with  the  spare  time  and  stamina  to 
make  it  through  the  Changing  Seasons  may 
have  noticed  the  odd  typo  of  late,  especially 
toward  essays’  ends.  This  feature  is  invariably 
the  final  component  of  the  issue  to  come  to- 
gether, and  our  hurry  to  go  to  press,  com- 
bined with  our  recent  decision  to  eliminate  al- 
most all  paper  in  the  four  rounds  of  proofs, 
means  that  tired  editorial  eyes  have  missed  a 
few  good  gaffes  recently.  Unpardonable,  how- 
ever, was  the  recent  (North  American  Birds  64: 
31)  attribution  of  a quotation  to  Pete  Dunne, 
regarding  Richard  Miller.  The  source  of  that 
statement  was  in  fact  A1  Nicholson,  in  conver- 
sation with  Jack  Connor,  author  of  Season  at 
the  Point.  Thanks  to  Robert  Schlabach  for 
pointing  out  the  misattribution  and  failure  to 
credit  the  book’s  author! 
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STANDARD 
ABBREVIATIONS  AND 
SYMBOLS  USED  IN  THE 
REGIONAL  REPORTS 


* 

specimen  collected 

+ 

bird(s)  seen  through  end  of  period 

t 

written  details  on  file 

A.F.B. 

Air  Force  Base 

acc. 

accepted  by  records  committee 

A.R.C. 

Avian  Records  Committee 

b. 

banded 

B.B.S. 

Breeding  Bird  Survey 

8.0. 

Bird  Observatory 

B.R.C. 

Bird  Records  Committee 

C.A, 

Conservation  Area 

C.B.C. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

C.P. 

County  Park 

cm 

centimeter(s) 

Cr. 

Creek 

Ft. 

Fort 

G.C. 

Goif  Course 

G.P. 

Game  Preserve 

Hwy. 

Highway 

I.(ls.) 

Island(s),  Isle(s) 

imm.  (imms.) 

immature(s) 

Jet. 

Junction 

juv.  (juvs.) 

Juvenal  [plumage];  juvenile(s) 

km 

kilometer(s) 

L. 

Lake 

mm 

millimeter(s) 

m.ob. 

many  (or  multiple)  observers 

Mt.  (Mts.) 

Mount/Mountain  (Mountains) 

N.A. 

Nature  Area,  Natural  Area 

N.F. 

National  Forest 

N.M. 

National  Monument 

N.P. 

National  Park 

N.S. 

National  Seashore 

N.W.R. 

National  Wildlife  Refuge 

p.a. 

pending  acceptance 

P.P. 

Provincial  Park 

Pen. 

Peninsula 

ph. 

photographed  (by  -i-  initials) 

Pt. 

Point  (not  Port) 

R. 

River 

R.A. 

Recreation  (al)  Area 

R.B.A. 

Rare  Bird  Alert 

R.P. 

Regional  Park 

R.S. 

Regional  Shoreline 

Res. 

Reservoir 

Rte. 

Route 

S.B. 

State  Beach 

S.F. 

State  Forest 

S.G.A. 

State  Game  Area 

S.P. 

State  Park 

S.R.A. 

State  Recreation  Area 

S.R. 

State  Reserve 

S.W.A. 

State  Wildlife  Area 

S.T.P. 

Sewage  Treatment  Piant/Pond 

subad.  (subads.) 

subadult(s) 

Twp. 

Township 

v.r. 

voice  recording  (by  -t  initials) 

vt. 

videotape  (by  -t  initials) 

W.A. 

Wildlife  Area 

W/.M.A. 

Wildlife  Management  Area 

W.T.P. 

(Waste)water  Treatment  Plant/Pond 

Italics  indicate  name  of  county,  parish,  or  municipality. 
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Written  by  the  state’s  foremost  authorities  and 
packed  with  data,  detailed  graphics,  and 
marvelous  color  photos,  this  is  a must-have 
reference  for  bird  enthusiasts  and  professionals 
alike.” — William  H.  Busby,  coauthor  of  Kansas 
Breeding  Bird  Atlas 
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“An  updated  and  expanded  edition  of  a Kansas 
classic  that  remains  the  definitive  word  on  its 
subject.  The  authors  fully  document  the  state’s 
nearly  500  species  of  avifauna.  Their  expanded 
information  on  migration  and  breeding  and 
new  data  on  banding  activities  and  results  will 
be  especially  welcomed  by  ornithologists  as 
well  as  by  serious  birders.” — Paul  Johnsgard, 
author  of  Prairie  Birds  and  Great  Wildlife 
Great  Plains 
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Brian  D.  E.  Dalzell 


It  was  a warm,  very  dry  summer  in  the 
Maritimes,  but  temperatures  and  precipi- 
tation were  closer  to  long-term  norms  in 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  Notably,  there 
were  no  reports  of  forest  fires  in  Nova  Scotia 
or  New  Brunswick.  Most  species  of  birds  had 
a stellar  summer,  bringing  off  their  broods 
with  little  worry  of  weather-induced  mortali- 
ty. Woodland  nesters  were  especially  com- 
mon, building  up  to  high  levels  right  through 
the  summer  and  into  early  fall,  with  normally 
double-brooded  species  (i.e..  Hermit  Tbrush) 
doing  even  better.  Common  Nighthawk  and 
Chimney  Swift  fared  quite  well  in  the  warm 
conditions,  but  they  also  did  so  in  the  sum- 
mer of  2009,  which  was  very  wet  (but  fairly 
warm).  So  from  hot  and  humid  one  summer, 
to  hot  and  dry  the  next,  the  Regions  birds  for 
the  most  part  seem  to  be  holding  up  fairly 
well.  This  was  the  last  year  for  the  Maritimes 
Breeding  Bird  Atlas  (2006-2010),  and  many 
interesting  discoveries  have  come  to  light, 
with  some  species  doing  exceptionally  well 
(10%),  others  very  poorly  (10%),  but  most 
(80%)  holding  steady.  The  Atlas  should  be 
available  in  book  form  by  2012. 

Abbreviations:  C.S.l.  (Cape  Sable  I.,  NS); 
G.M.I.  (Grand  Manan  I.,  NB);  G.N.R  (Great 
Northern  Peninsula,  NT);  H.R.M.  (Halifax 
Regional  Municipality);  M.B.B.A.  (Maritimes 
Breeding  Bird  Atlas);  M.S.l.  (Machias  Seal  1., 
NB);  NT  (insular  Newfoundland  only). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Tardy  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  found  at  Dart- 
mouth, NS  9 Jun  (Bernard  Burke)  and  at 
Summerside,  PE  19  Jun  (Dwaine  Oakley), 
and  2 were  in  the  Codroy  Valley,  NF  5-20  jun 
(DB).  A male  Tufted  Duck  was  still  at  the  Tra- 
cadie-Sheila,  NB  sewage  lagoons  19  Jun  (FB). 


Red-throated  Loons  still  nest  at  St.  Pierre, 
their  southernmost  breeding  outpost  in  North 
America;  a nest  with  two  eggs  was  found 
there  23  Jun  (LJ).  A late  Red-necked  Grebe 
was  still  on  a salt  pond  near  Miquelon  Village, 
SPM  13  Jun  (RE).  Northern  Fulmar  is  not  al- 
ways present  in  the  outer  Bay  of  Fundy  in 
summer,  but  small  numbers  were  noted  off 
Brier  L,  NS  beginning  11  Jun  (EM),  and  2 
were  seen  in  mid-Bay  from  the  Saint 
John-Digby  ferry  12  Jul  (BDU).  New 
Brunswick’s  first  confirmed  Cory’s  Shearwa- 
ter was  photographed  off  G.M.I.  30  Jun 
(Durian  Ingersoll),  followed  just  days  later  by 
the  province’s  2nd,  photographed  at  Machias 
Seal  1.  6 Jul  (Catharine  Jardine).  There  were 
about  six  other  sightings  of  single  birds  in  the 
area  throughout  Jul,  possibly  all  of  the  same 
bird.  Great  Shearwaters  began  arriving  in  the 
Bay  of  Fundy  in  late  Jun,  though  some  birds 
fitted  with  satellite-tracking  devices  were  just 
leaving  the  South  Atlantic  at  that  time  (Grand 
Manan  Whale  & Seabird  Research  Station). 
Single  female  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  pho- 
tographed following  fishing  boats  off  Shag 
Harbour,  NS  21  Jul  (fide Joan  Czapaly)  and  off 
Brier  1.  24  Jul  Oun  Swift)  may  have  been  the 
same  bird.  An  unidentified  frigatebird  at  Wit- 
less Bay,  NF  30  Jul  (Chris  Ryan)  was  most 
likely  this  species.  An  early  ad.  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  was  at  Annapolis  Roy- 


al, NS  15  Jul  (fide  Richard  Stern),  followed 
soon  thereafter  by  juvs.  at  Cape  Race,  NF  28 
Jul  (Les  Sweetapple)  and  St.  Pierre,  SPM  31 
Jul  (PB,JD). 

At  least  50  Turkey  Vultures  were  counted 
coming  to  roost  in  trees  around  a sewage  la- 
goon at  Hampton,  NB  20  Jul  (Richard  Blac- 
quiere).  Nova  Scotia’s  8th  Swallow-tailed  Kite 
was  photographed  near  Lawrencetown,  An- 
napolis, NS  5 Jul  (Diane  Ackroyd).  Three 
sightings  of  subad.  Golden  Eagles  in  the 
Cheticamp  Flowage,  Victoria,  NS  3-4  Jul 
could  have  pertained  to  the  same  individual 
(Randy  Lauff);  nesting  should  be  watched  for 
in  the  Cape  Breton  Highlands.  An  assessment 
of  all  16  known  Peregrine  Falcon  nests  in  s. 
New  Brunswick  in  late  Jul  found  that  19 
Hedged  young  were  produced  (fide  Joe 
Kennedy).  A Rock  Ptarmigan  was  seen  on 
Table  Mountain,  near  Cape  Ray,  in  sw.  New- 
foundland in  late  Jul  or  early  Aug  (fide  Lisa 
Giroux).  With  nesting  now  confirmed  in  New 
Brunswick  (near  Chipman  in  May),  10-12 
sightings  of  single  Sandhill  Cranes  through- 
out the  period  in  the  Region  now  take  on 
added  dimension.  Nesting  has  been  strongly 
suspected  in  the  Happy  Valley-Goose  Bay 
area  of  Labrador  since  2000. 

One  striking  change  in  the  M.B.B.A.  is  vis- 
ible in  the  map  for  Greater  Yellowlegs.  It  has 
now  been  shown  to  be  a common  breeder  in 


Although  reliably  reported  in  New  Brunswick  waters  as  far  back  as  1 968,  it  took  until  the  summer  of  201 0 to  confirm  Cory's 
Shearwater  in  the  province.  This  record  shot  was  taken  30  June  2010  near  'The  Prong,"  east  of  Grand  Manan  Island.  It  or  an- 
other was  documented  by  a different  observer  at  nearby  Machias  Seal  Island  just  a week  later.  Photograph  by  Durian  Ingersoll. 

Q A Necropsies  on  more  than  200  dead  Northern  Gannets  from  the  Region  conducted  over  the  past  20  years  indicate  the 
jMmain  cause  of  mortality  is  encephalitis,  brought  on  by  an  infestation  of  the  protozoan  Smcocystis  nemna.  The  defin- , 

itive  host  for  this  parasite  is  Virginia  Opossum,  which  suggests  that  gannets  are  contaminated  during  the  nonbreeding  sea- 
son. The  same  parasite  has  been  implicated  in  deaths  of  Sea  Otters  in  California  for  the  past  several  years,  notably  in  areas 
where  contaminated  fresh  water  runs  into  the  marine  environment  [fide  Dr.  Pierre-Yves  Daoust,  Atlantic  Veterinary  College, 
Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island). 
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Two  reports  of  a female  Magnificent  Frigatebird  hanging  out  around  fishing  boats  off  southwestern  Nova  Scotia  in  late  July 
201 0 likely  referred  to  the  same  bird.  This  image  was  taken  as  the  bird  attempted  to  land  on  tour  boats  just  north  of  Brier  Is- 
land on  24 July.  Photograph  byJuneSwift. 


suitable  habitat  in  e.  mainland  Nova  Scotia, 
not  just  in  the  Cape  Breton  Highlands,  as  pre- 
viously thought.  A pair  giving  a distraction 
display  at  L.  Rossignol,  Queens  8 Jun  (LB, 
JFJ),  for  instance,  extended  the  species’  range 
much  farther  w.  in  the  province.  Two  Willets 
with  4 young  were  found  at  Renews,  not  far 
from  St.  John’s,  NF  20  Jul;  their  only  previous 
known  outpost  in  the  province  was  at 
Stephenville.  A Red  Knot  at  Big  Wabush  L., 
Labrador  18  Jul  (Lome  Slaney)  paused  just 
long  enough  to  photographed;  it  had  been 
banded  in  Argentina  in  2008.  A gathering  of 
200  Ruddy  Turnstones  attracted  to  rotting 
kelp  beds  at  Eddies  Cove  East,  G.N.P.  31  Jul 
was  the  largest  noted  in  the  Region  in  many 
years  QG).  Two  American  Oystercatchers 
seen  at  Canso,  NS  4 Jun-15  Jul  (Tom  Ka- 
vanaugh)  raises  the  serious  possibility  of 
breeding  there,  at  least  480  km  from  their 
only  known  nesting  area  in  the  province.  An 
American  Avocet  at  St.  Andrews,  NB  7-12  Jul 
(Larry  Lack)  furnished  the  earliest  fall  sight- 
ing among  about  10  provincial  records  dating 
back  to  1964.  A Pacific  Golden-Plover  at 
Cape  Race,  NF  5-7  Jun  (Cliff  Doran)  mirrored 
the  first  provincial  record  at  the  same  location 
28  Jun  2009. 

Up  to  10  Laughing  Gulls  were  at  M.S.I.  4 
Jun  (RE),  their  only  known  sporadic  nesting 
site  in  the  Region.  One  nest  with  three  eggs 
was  noted,  but  the  nest  was  depredated  (pos- 
sibly by  larger  gulls),  and  no  other  nestings 
were  attempted.  At  least  4 extralimital  Laugh- 
ing Gulls  were  found  in  Newfoundland,  with 
one  photographed  unusually  far  inland  at 


Grand  Ealls-Windsor  24  Jun  (Sonya  Natasha). 
An  ad.  Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  Eastern  Passage, 
H.R.M.  20  Jul  (Elizabeth  Doull).  Well-de- 
scribed South  Polar  Skuas  were  reported  near 
lie  Saint  Pierre,  SPM  5 (Brian  L.  Sullivan)  & 
17  Jun  (fide  RE)  and  off  Digby,  NS  12  Jul 
(BDU).  Two  Caspian  Terns  were  already 
southbound  5 Jul,  about  100  km  off  Burgeo, 
NF  (BM).  Common  Tern  fortunes  varied  by 
subregion,  with  a rather  new  colony  at  Shedi- 
ac,  NB  now  numbering  500-h  pairs,  while  an 
older  colony  of  about  600  pairs  on  islands  in 
L,  Melville,  Labrador  failed  to  appear  this 
summer  (Keith  Chaulk).  A new  colony  of 
about  15  pairs  discovered  at  Cape  Tormentine, 


NB  27  Jul  (Stuart  Tingley)  was  behind  a 
chain-link  fence  at  the  end  of  the  abandoned 
New  Brunswick-Prince  Edward  Island  ferry 
terminal  wharves.  Breeding  alcids  appearing 
to  be  holding  their  own  in  the  Region.  Two 
pairs  of  Razorbill,  one  with  chicks,  were 
found  at  Pokeshaw  I.  near  Grande- Anse, 
Gloucester,  NB  in  Jun,  a first  confirmed  nest- 
ing for  the  Baie  des  Chaleurs  shore  (FB), 
where  prospecting  individuals  were  noted  last 
summer.  The  nearest  breeding  colonies  are  at 
Perce,  Quebec,  over  100  km  distant. 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

New  Brunswick’s  2nd  confirmed  Eurasian 
Collared-Dove  was  at  Isle  Lameque,  Glouces- 
ter, NB  23  Jun-23  Jul  (Jude  Laroque),  then 
likely  at  nearby  Miscou  1.  31  Jul  (RL).  While 
still  rare.  White-winged  Doves  are  now  re- 
ported annually  from  early  summer  into  fall. 
Singles  were  at  M.S.I.  26-28  Jun  (RE),  at 
C.S.I.  28-30  Jun  (Terry  Crowell),  at  Del- 
haven,  Kings,  NS  28-30  Jul  (Rachel  Cooper), 
and  at  St.  Pierre  28-31  Jul  (Patrick  Hacula; 
5th  record  for  the  French  islands).  About  six 
reports  of  singing  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  in 
sw.  New  Brunswick  and  w.  Nova  Scotia  rep- 
resent an  invasion  of  sorts,  and  though  no  ev- 
idence of  breeding  could  be  found,  the 
species  likely  breeds  in  small  numbers  (few- 
er than  50  pairs)  during  peak  invasion  sum- 
mers. Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  well  reported 
in  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  as  well, 
although  numbers  have  declined  by  perhaps 
half  over  the  past  20  years  Regionwide.  Nest- 
ing Northern  Hawk  Owls  were  found  only  in 
Newfoundland,  s.  of  Corner  Brook  15  Jun 
(Jennifer  Shears)  and  near  Plum  Pt.,  G.N.P. 
31  Jul  (JG).  Both  Boreal  and  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owls  were  heard  calling  in  the  Codroy 


This  South  Polar  Skua  was  with  Great  Shearwaters  32  kilometers  southwest  of  Saint  Pierre  5 June  201 0;  the  French  islands 
have  few  well-documented  records  of  this  summer  visitor.  Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 
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^ A What  can  one  say  about  the  amazing  resurgence  of  the  Eastern  Bluebird?  Scarce  even  20  years  ago,  this  welcome  lit- 
3/ltle  thrush  is  now  common  in  parts  of  New  Brunswick,  with  clusters  of  up  to  three  breeding  pairs  being  reported  in  the 
se.  corner  of  the  province.  Their  population  has  likely  gone  from  about  250  pairs  in  New  Brunswick  in  1990  to  about  2500  to- 
day. They  are  still  uncommon  to  rare  in  Nova  Scotia,  but  perhaps  in  another  20  years,  they  will  increase  there  too.  Breeding 
birds  were  found  e.  to  the  Bras  d'Or  Lakes  of  Cape  Breton  I.,  NS  but  not  yet  on  Prince  Edward  Island  likely  due  to  the  type  of 
agriculture  there.  Bluebirds  seem  to  be  doing  best  in  areas  of  old  farmland  that  is  reverting  to  forest,  and  they  utilize  subur- 
ban lawns  and  gardens  as  well.  The  rapid  decline  of  House  Sparrows  in  the  Region  no  doubt  helps  bluebirds  as  well.  Post-^ 
breeding  flocks  of  10-30  bluebirds  are  now  regularly  reported  into  early  fall  in  New  Brunswick. 


Valley  in  Jun  (DB),  with  the  latter  species 
likely  outnumbering  the  former  5:1,  probably 
the  only  place  in  Newfoundland  where  this 
ratio  occurs. 

Based  on  the  highest  migration  numbers 
noted  in  20  years  in  New  Brunswick  in  Aug, 
it  can  safely  be  surmised  that  Common 
Nighthawk  had  a very  productive  nesting  sea- 
son in  the  Region,  but  their  numbers  are  still 
trending  downward.  Chimney  Swift  numbers 
are  down  more  than  half  since  1990,  especial- 
ly following  Hurricane  Wilma  in  Oct  2006, 
when  thousands  were  swept  out  to  sea.  Nev- 
ertheless, a count  of  624  at  New  Glascow,  NS 
2 Jim  (KM)  was  as  good  as  any  from  the  past 
20  years.  Numbers  appear  to  be  lower  in  New 
Brunswick,  with  the  best  count  being  250  at 
Bathurst  20  Jul  (Pierre  Duguay).  Although 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  are  not  known 
to  nest  in  Labrador,  the  possibility  should  not 
be  discounted;  a female  was  captured  in  a 
greenhouse  in  Goose  Bay  17  Jun  {fide  TC). 
The  only  report  of  Red-bellied  Woodpecker 
was  of  a female  dust-bathing  in  a dirt  road 
near  Berwick,  Kings,  NS  15  Jun  (James 
Churchill).  It  will  likely  be  another  20  years 
before  the  species  becomes  established  as  a 
breeder  here,  if  ever. 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher  appears  to  be  doing 
surprisingly  well,  with  20+  noted  in  the  Co- 
droy  Valley,  NF  5-20  Jun  (DB).  A pair  at 
Pasadena,  NF  on  a cold  and  rainy  15  Jun  was 
observed  eating  honey  bees  as  quickly  as  they 
came  out  of  the  hives  (Wally  Skinner).  An 
Acadian  Flycatcher  photographed  and  heard 
at  G.M.I.  4 Jun  (Fred  Dube,  Lynn  Richard) 
made  the  5th  spring  report  for  the  province 
but  only  the  2nd  documented.  Record-early 
Western  Kingbirds  arrived  in  the  Region  in 
late  Jul,  perhaps  because  of  the  abysmal  sum- 
mer weather  in  the  Canadian  prairies:  at  Har- 
vey, Albert,  NB  28-31  Jul  (David  Christie)  and 
at  Miscou  1.,  NB  31  Jul  (RL).  Eastern  Kingbird 
numbers  are  down  by  more  than  half  over  the 
past  two  decades  across  the  Region,  but  they 
still  occupy  the  same  range.  Two  pairs  in  the 
Codroy  Valley,  NF  5-20  Jun  (DB)  mark  their 
easternmost  breeding  area  in  the  Region.  A 
singing  White-eyed  Vireo  at  St.  Andrews,  NB 
8 Jun  (Roger  Burrows)  may  have  been  a 
spring  overshoot  but  was  in  suitable  breeding 


habitat.  A Yellow-throated  Vireo  sang  near 
Jemseg,  NB  18-20  Jun  (Scott  Makepeace);  the 
same  observer  confirmed  them  breeding  in 
Prince  Edward  Island  in  2007. 

A male  Mountain  Bluebird  near  Murray 
Corner,  Westmoreland,  NB  28  Jul+  was  only 
the  3rd  for  the  province;  the  previous  records 
are  both  from  Nov.  The  population  of  North- 
ern Mockingbirds  in  the  Maritime  provinces 
has  likely  dropped  from  about  250  pairs  in 
1990  to  fewer  than  100  in  2010.  Nevertheless, 
there  was  a good  push  into  the  Region  this 
spring,  with  birds  making  it  into  the  boreal 
forest  of  Labrador  as  far  as  Northwest  River 
24  May  (Jenny  Gear),  Big  Wabush  L.  13  Jun 
(LS),  and  Goose  Bay  29  Jun  (Sally  Tuttle).  At 
least  5 were  present  in  the  Codroy  Valley  5-20 
Jun  (DB).  The  only  Northern  Wheatear  re- 
ported this  spring  was  at  Cape  Race,  NE  5 Jun 
(Terry  James).  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  was 
confirmed  singing  on  territory  on  two  coastal 
islands  at  either  end  of  Guysborough,  NS  in 
Jun  and  Jul,  a direct  result  of  targeted  atlasing 
but  still  a surprise  (M.B.B.A.). 

NUTHATCHES 
THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

Red-breasted  Nuthatches  pushed  their  n. 
breeding  limit  to  the  maximum,  with  good 
numbers  reported  in  w.  Labrador  and  around 
Goose  Bay,  which  only  occurs  about  once 
every  five  years.  While  still  rare.  House  Wren 
has  gone  from  fewer  than  25  pairs  in  New 
Brunswick  in  1990  to  about  100  in  2010,  with 
breeding  now  extending  eastward  from  the 
Saint  John  River  drainage  as  far  as  Miramichi 
City  and  southeastward  to  Moncton 
(M.B.B.A.).  A Violet-green  Swallow  at  St. 
John’s,  NF  28  May-3  Jun  (tBM)  made  the 
2nd  Regional  spring  report,  the  first  being  at 
Grand  Manan,  NB  7 Jun  1998.  Bank  Swallows 
have  abandoned  many  of  their  marginal  habi- 
tats (i.e.,  sand  piles  at  highway  depots)  in  the 
past  two  decades  but  are  still  fairly  common 
in  prime  habitats,  such  as  along  major  rivers 
and  shores.  Atlas  workers  have  found  them 
still  common  along  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  (of- 
ten in  peat  banks)  and  in  interior  Labrador 
(in  glacial  sand). 

The  highest  density  of  Tennessee  Warbler 
in  the  Region  is  found  in  Labrador,  where  54 
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were  tallied  on  the  Goose  Bay  B.B.S.  3 Jul 
(TC,  CJ);  24  Orange-crowned  Warblers  were 
detected  on  the  same  route.  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  reaches  the  e.  extent  of  its  range  in 
the  Region  in  far  w.  Newfoundland,  but 
breeding  there  still  has  not  been  confirmed. 
This  may  soon  change,  as  up  to  5 were  found 
singing  on  territory  in  the  Codroy  Valley  20 
Jun  (DB).  The  valley  is  also  the  easiest  spot  in 
the  Region  to  find  the  trio  of  Blackburnian, 
Cape  May,  and  Bay-breasted  nesting  together. 
Blackpoll  Warbler  still  breeds  all  along  the  At- 
lantic coast  of  Nova  Scotia  (under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Labrador  Current),  but  numbers 
appear  to  be  down  more  than  half  since  1990. 

Clay-colored  Sparrow  has  probably  bred 
somewhere  in  the  Region,  given  reports  of 
singing  males  from  New  Brunswick  going 
back  as  far  as  the  early  1970s.  During  the  cur- 
rent Atlas  project,  at  least  6 singing  males 
were  found  in  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia. If  the  trend  continues,  the  species  should 
soon  be  confirmed  nesting.  Singing  males 
were  heard  in  Jun  at  Lakeland,  NS  and  St.  An- 
drews, Moncton,  and  Miramichi,  NB.  An  early 
second-year  male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird 
was  found  near  Cape  Ray,  in  far  w.  Newfound- 
land 28  Jul  (Flora  Elson).  Two  male  Red- 
winged Blackbirds  were  found  on  the  Twin 
Falls  B.B.S.  near  Churchill  Falls,  Labrador  28 
Jun  (Gordon  Parson,  Steve  Boone),  where  the 
species  reaches  its  ne.  limit. 

Bobolink  numbers  have  increased  over  the 
past  five  years,  but  the  population  is  still  his- 
torically very  low,  having  gone  from  about 
75,000  pairs  in  1990  to  fewer  than  25,000  in 
2010.  At  least  10  singing  males  were  found  on 
territory  in  the  Codroy  Valley,  NF  5-20  Jun,  at 
the  e.  limit  of  its  range.  Because  of  early  hay- 
ing there  by  mid-Jun,  their  eventual  breeding 
success  was  thought  to  have  been  in  serious 
doubt  (DB).  This  was  likely  the  case  in  the 
rest  of  the  Region  as  well,  where  three  hay 
crops  were  harvested  between  Jun  and  Oct 
rather  than  the  usual  two  crops,  an  unfortu- 
nate negative  impact  of  the  sterling  summer 
weather. 

Initialed  contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface);  Dave  Brown,  Patrick  Boez,  Frank 
Branch,  Tony  Chubbs,  Joel  Detcheberry,  Barry 
Durning  (BDU),  Ralph  Eldridge,  Roger 
Etcheberry,  Chris  Field,  John  Gibbons,  Lau- 
rent Jackman,  Colin  Jones,  Rosita  Lanteigne, 
Bruce  Mactavish,  Eric  Mills,  Kenneth 
McKenna,  Susann  Myers,  Wayne  Neily, 
Lome  Slaney. 
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In  contrast  to  last  year,  it  was  a pleasant 
summer.  Temperatures  were  near  normal 
in  June,  and  precipitation  amounts  were 
generally  above  normal.  In  Montreal,  nearly 
twice  the  normal  amount  of  precipitation, 
158  mm,  fell,  the  result  of  several  significant 
thunderstorms  through  the  month.  July  saw 
temperatures  above  normal  and  below-nor- 
mal  precipitation  amounts.  It  was  the  second 
hottest  July  in  69  years  in  Montreal. 

The  first  season  of  fieldwork  of  the  second 
Adas  of  the  Breeding  Birds  of  Quebec  turned  up 
some  exciting  discoveries,  reminding  us  that 
there  is  still  much  to  learn  about  the  distribu- 
tion of  birds  breeding  in  this  vast  and  largely 
unexplored  province. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  TERNS 

Single  Trumpeter  Swans  visited  La  Mauricie 
Park  5 Jun+  (RH  et  al.)  and  Remigny,  Abitibi  5 
Jun-1  Jul  (L.  Dulong,  m.ob.).  This  species  has 
now  been  noted  annually  for  the  past  seven 
years.  A female  Harlequin  Duck  with  duck- 
lings 160  km  nw.  of  Baie-Comeau  1 Jul  (MR, 
OB)  increased  our  knowledge  of  that  species’ 
poorly  known  breeding  range.  A female  Buf- 
flehead  with  ducklings  at  Baie-Comeau  4-9 
Jul  probably  furnished  the  easternmost  breed- 
ing record  for  this  species  (D.  Saint-Laurent). 
An  ad.  Pied-billed  Grebe  with  3 young  at 
Longue-Pointe-de-Mingan  30  Jul  was  n.  of 
the  species’  typical  breeding  range  (CB,  YR). 
Single  American  White  Pelicans  showed  up  at 
Saint-Aime-du-Lac,  Laurentides  4 Jul  (ph.  S. 
Hebert),  at  Montmagny  11  Jul  (ph.  G.  Pois- 
son), and  at  LAnge-Gardien  14  Jul  (M. 
Plante).  A Great  Egret  was  spotted  well  n.  of 
its  range  at  L.  Chibougamau  16  Jun  OFk)-  A 


Snowy  Egret  stopped  at  Sainte-Foy  4 Jun  (R 
Lane,  P Martel  et  al.). 

A Black  Vulture  was  identified  at  Saint- 
Raphael-de-Bellechasse  22  Jun  (C.  De- 
schenes).  An  ad.  Mississippi  Kite  carefully 
studied  in  flight  at  Saint-Ulric  8 Jul  represents 
the  province’s  2nd  record  ever  (H.  Deglaires). 
This  species  could  possibly  appear  more  often 
in  the  near  future,  as  its  breeding  range  is  ex- 
tending northward  in  several  nearby  Ameri- 
can states.  Exceptional  in  Abitibi,  a Red- 
shouldered Hawk  was  seen  and  heard  calling 
20  Jun  at  Barraute  (EG,  HB).  An  ad.  light- 
morph  Swainson’s  Hawk  was  photographed 
near  Murdochville  8 Jun,  a first  record  for  this 
month  (N.  Girard).  An  active  nest  of  Golden 
Eagle  on  Anticosti  !.•  29  Jul  was  apparently 
only  the  2nd  found  on  that  island  (S. 
Dutrisac,  D.  Pigeon). 

Three  ad.  Willets,  apparently  of  the  nomi- 
nate subspecies,  were  at  Sainte-Catherine  23 
Jun  (PB),  quite  unexpected  for  the  Montreal 
area.  A molting  ad.  Bar-tailed  Godwit  was 
thoroughly  and  convincingly  described  at 
Barachois,  Gaspesie  22  Jul  (R.  Gingras,  J. 
Forgues),  providing  our  2nd  Regional  record. 
The  only  Marbled  Godwit  of  the  season  was 
located  at  Vaudreuil  6-10  Jul  (M.  Dennis, 
m.ob.).  An  ad.  Red  Knot  of  subspecies  is- 
landica  was  detected  on  Niapiskau  1.  in  the 
Mingan  archipelago  13-14  Jul  (YR);  it  had 
been  banded  at  Porsangerfjord,  Norway  26 
May  2009.  Laughing  Gulls  were  reported  at 
three  localities,  including  3 ads.  at  tie  aux 
Basques  3 Jul  (E  Shaffer,  C.  Maurice).  A 
Franklin’s  Gull  made  a brief  appearence  at 
Pointe  Yamachiche  29  Jun  (RH).  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  peaked  at  10  at  Riviere- 
Saint-Jean  9 Jul,  down  compared  to  last  year’s 
high  of  23  at  this  location  (CB,  YR).  A Roseate 
Tern,  not  reported  every  year  in  recent  years, 
was  nicely  photographed  at  Grande-Entree, 
Magdalen  Is.  22  Jun  (AR). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A Eurasian  Collared-Dove,  already  present 
for  over  a week  at  Riviere-au-Tonnerre,  Lower 


North  Shore,  was  identified  10  Jun,  providing 
our  8th  record,  all  since  2004.  A White- 
winged Dove  was  noted  at  Sherbrooke  5 Jul 
(L.  Ouellette).  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  re- 
ported from  12  localities,  compared  to  the 
two  or  three  usual  in  summer.  Black-billed 
Cuckoos  invaded  the  Saguenay-Lac-Saint- 
Jean  area,  as  evidenced  by  more  than  60  sight- 
ings (fide  GS). 

A Snowy  Owl  at  Normandin,  Saguenay - 
Lac-St-Jean  15  Jun  provided  a first  record  for 
that  Region  in  summer  (C.  Bellemare).  A 
Great  Gray  Owl  with  3 young  at  L.  Cremazie, 
s.  of  Val  d'Or,  28  Jun  provided  a 2nd  breeding 
record  this  year  (EG,  HB).  It  was  a good  year 
for  Long-eared  Owls  in  the  Saguenay-Lac- 
Saint-Jean  area,  with  18  family  groups  in  Jul 
(23,  if  including  Aug)  detected  thanks  to  the 
begging  calls  of  the  juvs.  (BD  et  al).  A North- 
ern Saw-whet  Owl  calling  e.  of  Havre-Saint- 
Pierre  18  Jun  (YR,  CB)  was  n.  of  the  species’ 
typical  breeding  range.  An  Eastern  Whip- 
poor-will  was  back  at  Notre-Dame-de-la-Dore 
9 Jun  (M.  Desmarquis,  M.  Gauthier),  while  a 
singing  bird  at  Saint-Ambroise  13-25  Jun  was 
at  a new  location  (BD  et  al.).  A pair  of  Red- 
bellied  Woodpeckers  was  described  at  Cap 
Tourmente  2 Jul  (L.  Dupont,  Jide  RL). 

SHRIKES  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

A pair  of  Loggerhead  Shrikes  successfully 
nested  at  Quyon,  Outaouais  in  early  Jun,  pro- 
ducing 3 young  Q-  Skevington,  B.  Laliberte  et 
al.).  Thanks  to  information  from  its  bands, 
one  of  the  ads.  was  confirmed  to  be  a female 
released  last  summer  in  Ontario’s  Carden 
plain,  while  the  other  was  unbanded.  This 
breeding  record,  the  first  in  15  years  in  the 
province,  offers  a glimmer  of  hope  in  the 
wake  of  the  abandonment  of  the  local  reintro- 
duction program.  Seldom  recorded  outside  of 
its  limited  breeding  range,  a Yellow-throated 
Vireo  was  at  Cap  Tourmente  12  Jun  (RL,  E 
Hamel).  A Cliff  Swallow  was  found  dead  in 
the  Pyramids  Mts.  (57.48°  N)  24  Jun,  about 
900  km  n.  of  its  range  in  the  province  (PM, 
fide  SD).  Two  Carolina  Wrens  showed  up  at 


r A Distribution  buffs  dating  back  to  Ear!  Godfrey  have  long  suspected  the  breeding  of  Bohennian  Waxwings  in  Quebec's 
J lAboreai  forest.  Historical  evidence  points  to  the  species'  presence,  at  least  sporadically,  in  the  vast  uninhabited  regions 
of  the  taiga  landscape.  The  best  morsel  of  breeding  evidence  to  date  was  of  a possible  family  group  23  Aug  2005  at  Nemis- 
cau,  but  no  documentation  accompanied  the  report.  The  onset  of  Quebec's  2nd  breeding  bird  atlas  has  brought  much  new  in- 
formation in  2010,  including  the  first  nests  discovered  in  the  province.  In  the  framework  of  an  environmental  impact  assess- 
ment, Vincent  letourneau  and  Genevieve  D'Anjou  each  found  one  nest  in  the  Otish  Mts.  160  km  n.  of  L.  Mistassini  20  Jun.  In 
the  following  days,  VL  confirmed  two  more  pairs  in  the  process  of  nest  building.  Over  the  course  of  three  weeks,  many  ob- 
servations were  made  between  the  51st  and  53rd  parallel,  in  the  geographical  heart  of  the  Region. 

Much  farther  north,  in  the  Pyramid  Mts.  (57.30°  N),  one  Bohemian  Waxwing  was  observed  14  Jul  (SO),  and  the  species  is 
apparently  regular  there  in  summer  (PM,  fide  SD).  Finally,  one  record  was  obtained  just  s.  of  the  50th  parallel,  a flyby  1 15  km 
nw.  of  Baie-Comeau  28  Jun  (OB).  Additional  data  on  distribution  will  no  doubt  be  collected  over  the  next  four  atlas  seasons. 
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Cap  Tourmente  31  Jul+  (LR,  A.  Dery). 

An  Eastern  Bluebird  at  Riviere-Saint-Jean 
16  jun  (MR  LR)  was  at  the  outer  edge  of  its 
range  if  not  beyond.  The  species  bred  in  ap- 
parently unprecedented  numbers  in  the 
Gaspe  Pen.  this  summer  (fide  PP).  Atlasers 
counted  25  Bicknells  Thrushes  in  96  hours  of 
effort  in  jun  along  the  International  Ap- 
palachian Trail  s.  of  Matane  (RG,  GE.  Schon- 
beck).  Another  was  photographed  on  Mon- 
tague Noire,  less  than  100  km  n.  of  Montreal 
3 Jul  (RG),  where  the  observer  noted  this 
species’  presence  16  years  ago.  Gray  Catbirds 
are  fairly  rare  on  the  North  Shore,  where  lim- 
ited to  the  St.  Lawrence  corridor,  so  a bird 
singing  in  boreal  forest  140  km  nw.  of  Baie- 
Comeau  1 Jul  (OB)  was  likely  lost.  Northern 
Mockingbirds,  also  rare  on  the  North  Shore, 
are  less  predictable  in  their  distribution  and 
breeding  there,  seldom  being  seen  as  far  as 
Riviere-Saint-Jean  and  the  Mingan  Archipela- 
go, where  nests  were  found  in  Jul  (YR,  CB), 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Seven  Golden-winged  Warblers  were  banded 
in  the  Godmanchester  area  (L.  D.  Lang  et  al.). 
A Worm-eating  Warbler  was  spied  at  Vinton, 
Oiitaouais  15  Jun  (R.  Dubois).  A singing  male 
Connecticut  Warbler  at  Baie-Comeau  19-22 
Jun  (JP.  Barry,  JE  Poulin)  was  decidedly  e.  of 
its  summer  range,  on  current  knowledge,  but 
another  at  Forestville  5-7  Jul  (YR)  may  have 
been  at  a newly  discovered  breeding  area. 


Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  much  more  nu- 
merous than  usual  this  summer,  with  records 
in  48  atlas  squares  (19  squares  outside  their 
regular  breeding  range),  almost  twice  as  many 
as  for  the  whole  first  atlas  project  (1984- 
1989).  Noteworthy  Field  Sparrows  sang  at 
Normandin  4-11  Jun  (6th  for  Saguenay- Lac- 
Saint-Jean;  J.  Ibarzabal,  m.ob.)  and  at  Saint- 
Raphael  6-27  Jun  (MR,  C.  & R.  Lepage).  A 
singing  Nelson’s  Sparrow  at  Saint-Fulgence 
16-17  Jul  (GS),  where  the  species  was  once 
regular,  marked  the  first  report  for  the  estuary 
of  the  Saguenay  R.  since  1993.  A tardy  White- 
crowned  Sparrow  was  at  Saint-lsidore-de-La- 
Prairie  15  Jun  (R.  Mailhot). 

It  was  a very  good  year  for  Indigo  Buntings 
at  the  edges  of  their  breeding  range,  where 
usually  local  and  uncommon.  A pair  raised  2 
young  at  Val-Senneville  4 Jul  (C.  Siano,  R. 
Ladurantaye),  a hrst  breeding  record  for 
Abitibi.  Single  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  at  Ri- 
mouski  10  Jul  (D.  Ruest)  and  Sainte-Felicite 
14  Jul  QD)  were  harbingers  of  a significant  fall 
flight  to  come.  A second-year  male  Orchard 
Oriole  hung  around  at  lie  Bonaventure  25-26 
Jun  (PP  et  al.),  a 5th  record  for  Gaspesie.  A juv. 
House  Finch  dispersed  to  Sainte-Felicite  24 
Jul  OD)-  As  in  2007,  juv.  Common  Redpolls 
appeared  19  Jul+  in  the  Rimouski  area  (G. 
Proulx,  J.  Boulva)  and  La  Pocatiere  area  (C. 
Auchu,  C.  Girard),  both  in  Bas-Saint-Laurent. 
These  birds  were  probably  coming  from  the 
Appalachian  region  to  the  south  and/or  east. 


where  the  species  has  nested  sporadically  in 
the  past.  Another  European  Goldfinch  of  the 
caniceps  subspecies  group,  presumably  origi- 
nating from  birds  released  and  now  nesting  in 
the  Great  Lakes  region,  made  it  to  an  improb- 
able location:  Chevery  on  the  Lower  North 
Shore  (some  2340  km  from  Chicago)  from 
late  May-10  Jun  (D.  Mauger). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Pierre  Bannon  (Montreal),  Hugues 
Brunoni,  Christophe  Buidin,  Jacques  De- 
schenes,  Claire  Douville  (Lower-St. 
Lawrence),  Bruno  Dumont,  Frangois  Gagnon, 
Richard  Guillet,  Robert  Huxley,  Louis  Imbeau 
(Abitibi),  Ronald  Lepage,  Peter  May,  Mireille 
Poulin,  Pierre  Poulin  (Gaspesie),  Alain 
Richard  (Magdalen  Is.),  Michel  Robert,  Yann 
Rochepault  (North  Shore),  Jean-Frangois 
Rousseau  (Quebec  City),  Laval  Roy,  Germain 
Savard  (Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean),  Daniel 
Toussaint  (Outaouais).  O 
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New  England 


Wayne  R.  Petersen 


Nearly  all  of  the  major  weather  stations 
in  the  Northeast  recorded  average 
monthly  June  temperatures  that  reg- 
istered the  month  in  the  top  25  warmest  on 
record.  In  marked  contrast  to  the  chilly  sum- 
mer of  2009,  New  England’s  summer  of  2010 
was  the  eighteenth  warmest  in  116  years. 
Rhode  Island  witnessed  its  warmest  June 
since  1895.  Even  though  rainfall  averaged 
above  normal  in  northern  New  England, 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  began  to  be 
concerned  about  the  possibility  of  drought 
following  three  consecutive  months  of  lower- 
than-normal  precipitation.  Especially  severe 
conditions  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  month, 
with  a tornado  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut 
that  blew  in  windows,  tore  the  roofs  off  build- 
ings, and  made  a shamble  of  an  Osprey 
colony  at  Pleasure  Beach.  July  mirrored  June 


and  was  the  sixth  warmest  since  1895  and  the 
seventh  consecutive  month  with  above-nor- 
mal temperatures.  Ten  of  twelve  northeastern 
states  had  average  monthly  temperatures  that 
fell  within  the  top  seven  warmest  in  116 
years.  A heat  wave  in  the  first  week  of  July 
saw  temperatures  rise  to  nearly  100°  F in 
some  areas,  and  Caribou,  Maine  set  a new 
record  high  temperature.  Of  all  the  northeast- 
ern states,  Massachusetts  was  the  driest,  re- 
ceiving only  71  per  cent  of  its  normal  rainfall. 
Severe  storms  again  affected  the  Region  late 
in  the  month,  and  Connecticut  was  struck  by 
a tornado  for  the  second  month  in  a row. 

Not  surprisingly,  extremely  hot,  dry  weath- 
er conditions  inevitably  impact  bird  popula- 
tions. There  was  definite  evidence  that  Amer- 
ican Kestrels  and  Eastern  Bluebirds  sustained 
mortality  from  the  heat,  as  did  a number  of 
other  cavity  nesters  such  as  swallows  and 
wrens,  whose  populations  are  not  so  carefully 
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monitored.  On  the  other  hand,  dry  conditions 
were  thought  to  contribute  to  some  of  the 
best  breeding  success  that  Common  Loons 
have  enjoyed  in  New  Hampshire  in  many 
years.  Likewise,  despite  the  hot,  dry  condi- 
tions a number  of  species,  especially  wading 
birds,  shorebirds,  and  terns  actually  enjoyed 
relatively  good  breeding  success.  The  season 
witnessed  first  breeding  occurrences  of  Mis- 
sissippi Kite  in  Rhode  Island  and  Forsters 
Tern  in  Vermont,  as  well  as  Red-billed  Trop- 
icbird  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine  for  the  hfth  year  in 
a row,  calling  Black  Rails  in  Massachusetts, 
and  a Lazuli  Bunting  in  Maine. 

Abbreviations:  B.O.  (Bird  Observer),  Charles- 
town Breachway  (Charlestown,  Washington, 
RI),  Eagle  1.  (Salem,  Essex,  MA),  D.C.W.M.A. 
(Dead  Creek  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Ad- 
dison, VT),  H.B.S.P.  (Hammonasset  Beach 
S.R,  Madison,  New  Haven,  CT),  LB. A.  (Im- 
portant Bird  Area),  Kettle  1.  (Manchester,  Es- 
sex, MA),  L.  Josephine  (Easton,  Aroostook, 
ME),  M.A.R.B.A.  (Maine  Audubon  Rare  Bird 
Alert),  M.D.EW.  (Massachusetts  Division  of 
Fisheries  and  Wildlife),  N.  & S.  Monomoy  1. 
(Monomoy  N.W.R.,  Chatham,  Barnstable, 
MA),  Plum  1.  (Parker  River  N.W.R.,  New- 
bury/Rowley, Essex,  MA),  EFS.I.  (Project  Puf- 
fin Seabird  Island  e-newsletter),  Race  Pt. 
(Provincetown,  Barnstable,  MA),  S.S.D.F. 
(Sanford  Sewage  District  Facility,  Sanford, 
York,  ME),  Sarah  1.  (Hingham,  Plymouth, 
MA),  South  Beach  (Chatham,  Barnstable, 
MA),  Stellwagen  Bank  (Stellwagen  Bank  Na- 
tional Marine  Sanctuary),  Stratton  I,  (Saco, 
York,  ME),  Tuckernuck  1.  (off  Nantucket  I., 
MA),  VC.E.  (Vermont  Center  for  Ecostudies). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  IBISES 

Frustrating  was  a one-day  undocumented  ap- 
pearance of  5 Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
at  S.S.D.F  24  Jul  (PM,  Jide  LS).  Efforts  to  relo- 
cate the  ducks  were  unsuccessful,  so  what 
could  have  been  Maine’s  first  fully  document- 
ed record  remains  in  limbo.  Among  a scatter- 
ing of  summering  Brant,  one  inland  at  He- 
bron, Tolland,  CT  7 Jul  (H.  Moritz)  was  de- 
cidedly unexpected.  Once  again,  Maine’s  only 
known  pair  of  Mute  Swans  failed  to  breed, 
thus  holding  the  line  in  the  Pine  Tree  State, 
where  nesting  has  not  yet  been  recorded  (fide 
DL).  Gadwalls  are  localized  breeders  in  New 
England,  and  the  presence  of  a pair  with  2 
young  at  Fairhaven,  Bristol,  MA  28  Jul  (ph.  C. 
Longworth)  represented  a new  locality. 
Among  the  impressive  diversity  of  waterfowl 
now  annually  nesting  in  n.  Aroostook,  ME,  the 
3rd  Regional  breeding  of  Redhead  was  con- 
firmed when  a duckling  was  seen  among  a 
brood  of  Ring-necked  Ducks  at  L.  Josephine  6 


In  summer  2010,  for  the  fifth  year  in  a row,  a Red-bilied  Tropicbird  graced  the  waters  surrounding  several  seabird  islands  off 
the  coast  of  Maine;  this  image  was  taken  27  July  off  Seal  Island.  Photograph  by  Jeannette  Lovitch. 


Jul  (BS).  Other  waterfowl  out- 
liers included  a Green-winged 
Teal  with  5 young  at  Chatham, 

Barnstable,  MA  (BN),  a 
Eurasian  Wigeon  at  L. 

Josephine  in  early  Jun  (ph. 

DHi,  NL),  a Ring-necked  Duck 
at  Cambridge,  Middlesex,  MA 
27  Jul  (B.O.),  a crippled  Buffle- 
head  at  Old  Lyme,  New  Lon- 
don, CT  13  Jul  (H.  Golet),  and 
2 errant  Ruddy  Ducks  at 
D.C.W.M.A.  31  Jul  (TM),  8 at 
Plum  1.  24  Jul  (SS),  4 through- 
out the  period  at  Derry,  Rock- 
ingham NH  (fide  TV),  2 at 
S.S.D.E  (fide  DL),  and  one  at 
Little  Compton,  Newport,  RI 
30  Jun  (GD).  The  enigmatic 
presence  of  so  many  Ruddy 
Ducks  in  summer  should  re- 
mind observers  to  be  ever  vig- 
ilant for  possible  nesting  of 
this  frequently  low-profile 
breeder.  Tallies  of  313  Com- 
mon Eider  ducklings  in  Boston 
Harbor  7 Jul  (RS,  CT)  and  18 
ads.  at  Stonington,  New  Lon- 
don, CT  8 Jul  (fide  GH)  demonstrate  the  con- 
tinued consolidation  of  this  species’  range 
near  its  s.  limit.  A count  of  30  Common  Mer- 
gansers at  Deerfield,  Eranklin,  MA  17  Jul  (SK, 
fide  B.O.)  no  doubt  included  many  ducklings 
and  occurred  where  previous  breeding  has 
been  confirmed,  though  the  species  is  still  a 
rare  and  local  breeder  in  Massachusetts. 

In  Massachusetts,  a Common  Loon  nest 
found  at  October  Mountain  S.F  7 Jul  (E.  Neu- 
muth)  made  the  first  definite  record  for  Berk- 
shire in  over  a century;  a count  of  23  ads.  at 
East  Quabbin  Res.,  Worcester  11  Jul  (LT)  was 
more  typical.  A record-setting  72  nesting 


Mississippi  Kites  successfully  fledged  two  young  at  an  undisclosed  location  in 
Kent  County,  Rhode  Island,  where  this  adult  was  photographed  some  time  in 
July  2010.  This  represents  the  fourth  known  breeding  site  in  New  England  and 
the  first  for  Rhode  Island.  Photograph  by  anonymous. 

pairs  of  Common  Loons  fiedged  71  young  in 
Vermont  (fide  VC.E.),  and  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, 125-130  chicks  were  fledged  compared 
to  109  last  year  Q-  Cooley,  fide  TV).  The  high 
fledgling  total  in  New  Hampshire  was 
thought  to  be  due  partly  to  the  relatively  dr)' 
season.  Nonetheless,  depredation  is  apparent- 
ly on  the  increase  in  New  Hampshire,  and 
lead  sinkers  continue  to  be  a major  source  of 
mortality  for  ad.  loons  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  A juv.  Pied-billed  Grebe  at  Bed- 
ford, Middlesex  17  Jul  (A.  Ankers,  jtde  B.O.) 
represented  a new  Massachusetts  breeding  lo- 
cality for  this  state  listed  species.  Adult  Pied- 
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billed  Grebes  at  two  suitable  inland  Connecti- 
cut wetlands  were  unable  to  be  confirmed  as 
breeding  (fide  GH).  For  the  2nd  year  in  a row, 
an  Eared  Grebe  spent  the  summer  at  the 
S.S.D.F  (m.ob.,  jide  DL). 

Inshore  counts  of  tubenoses  in  New  Eng- 
land waters  could  only  be  described  as  paltry. 
Apart  from  the  usual  early  summer  flush  of 
arriving  Sooty  Shearwaters,  inshore  tallies  of 
the  expected  species  tended  to  be  in  the  low 
hundreds  at  best.  Exemplary  were  tallies  of 
433  Great  Shearwaters  at  Jeffries  Ledge,  NH 
28  Jun  (DL)  and  200,  along  with  75  Sooty 
Shearwaters,  on  6 Jul  QO-  Inshore  counts  of 
Sooty  Shearwaters  off  Outer  Cape  Cod  saw  a 
maximum  of  600  on  several  dates  in  early  Jun 
(B.O.),  and  even  the  normally  ubiquitous 
Wilsons  Storm-Petrel  scarcely  reached  totals 
of  500  at  Jeffries  Ledge  28  Jun  (DL)  and  the 
waters  off  Cape  Ann,  Essex  25  Jul  (DL). 
Eleven  Manx  Shearwaters  at  Revere  Beach, 
Suffolk  5 Jul  (M.  Garvey)  continued  to  tease 
Bay  State  observers  about  the  possibility  of 
breeding  somewhere  within  the  Boston  Basin. 
In  Maine,  however,  the  species  pleased  bird- 
ers by  positively  producing  at  least  one  young 
at  Matinicus  Rock  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine  for  the 
2nd  year  in  a row,  the  site  that  last  year  wit- 
nessed the  first  confirmed  fiedging  of  this 
species  s.  of  Canada  (RES.L). 

A Red-billed  Tropicbird  graced  Gulf  of 
Maine  waters  for  the  5th  year  in  a row,  ob- 
served and  photographed  near  Seal  1.  and  Ma- 
tinicus Rock  from  21  May  through  the  summer 
period  (fide  DL,  ph.  JL;  RES.L).  At  least  one 
American  White  Pelican  patrolled  the  Region’s 
s.  coast,  with  sightings  made  on  the  Pawcatuck 
R.  on  the  Rhode  Island/Connecticut  line  16 
Jun  (ph.  N.  Bonomo)  and  at  Stamford,  Fair- 
field,  CT  and  South  Kingstown,  Washington,  R1 
24-25  Jul  (B.  Dewire,  B.  Van  Loan).  The  con- 
tinuing increase  in  the  number  of  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  nesting  in  New  England 
was  evidenced  by  the  discovery  of  five  nests  at 
Kettle  1.  (SP  JB)  for  the  first  time  in  20  years  of 
monitoring,  an  increase  from  75  nests  last  year 
to  120  this  season  at  Eagle  1.  (SP,  JB),  and  an 
all-time  high  total  of  2390  nests  in  Narra- 
gansett  Bay,  RI  (fide  CR,  RFe).  Four  Great  Cor- 
morants in  Boston  Elarbor  during  the  period 
gave  no  indication  of  nesting  (RS,  CT). 

Complete  wading  bird  surveys  were  not 
conducted  in  Massachusetts  at  Kettle  L,  Eagle 
L,  or  Sarah  1.  this  season,  although  an  evening 
roost  count  at  Kettle  1.  consisting  of  89  Great 
Egrets,  250+  Snowy  Egrets,  18  Little  Blue 
Herons,  and  112  Glossy  Ibis  2 Jul  QH,  RS)  of- 
fers a clear  indication  of  relative  abundance. 
In  Rhode  Island,  Narragansett  Bay  data  in- 
cluded pair  counts  of  154  Great  Egrets,  44 
Snowy  Egrets,  one  Little  Blue  Heron,  204 


Black-crowned  Night-Herons,  and  100  Glossy 
Ibis  (CR,  RE).  The  Snowy  Egret  and  Black- 
crowned  Night-Heron  totals  represent  the 
lowest  in  two  decades  of  careful  monitoring. 
Despite  three  sightings  of  single  Cattle  Egrets 
in  Connecticut,  it  is  clear  that  this  species  is 
currently  extirpated  from  New  England  as  a 
breeder.  At  L.  Josephine,  Green  Herons  suc- 
cessfully raised  5 young  for  what  is  probably 
the  northernmost  nesting  record  for  Maine 
ever  (BS).  Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  at 
Missisiquoi  N.W.R.,  Swanton,  Franklin  18  Jul 
0-  & J.  Edwards,  fide  KM)  and  Middleboro, 
Addison  25  Jul  (D.  &l  E.  Nelson,  Jide  KM)  rep- 
resented only  the  6th  and  7th  state  records  for 
Vermont.  At  least  2 White-faced  Ibis  were  ob- 
served in  e.  Massachusetts  during  the  period 
(B.O.),  and  another  appeared  in  Phippsburg, 
Sagadahoc,  ME  3 Jun  (ph.  R.  Robinson,  fide 
M.A.R.B.A.).  Although  this  species  continues 
to  tantalize  observers  with  its  now  annual  ear- 
ly summer  Regional  presence,  no  confirma- 
tion of  nesting  has  yet  been  established. 

VULTURES  THROUGH  CRANES 

As  Black  Vulture  becomes  increasingly  nu- 
merous in  the  Region,  reports  such  as  3 at 
Freetown,  Bristol,  MA  15  Jun  (L.  Abbey),  2 
at  Tiverton,  Newport,  RI  27  Jun  (RE),  and 
singles  at  Newmarket,  Strafford,  NH  and 
Hinsdale,  Cheshire,  NH  4-5  Jun  (fide  TV)  are 
not  surprising.  In  New  Hampshire,  42  of  67 
territorial  Osprey  pairs  fledged  an  all-time 
high  of  at  least  88  young,  and  the  total  was 
suspected  of  being  even  higher  (fide  TV). 
Connecticut  Ospreys  were  less  fortunate  at 
Pleasure  Beach  in  Bridgeport,  Fairfield, 
where  8-12  active  nests  were  blown  down 
and  at  least  one  ad.  was  injured  by  a tornado 
24  Jun  (fide  GH).  The  tradition  of  Mississip- 
pi Kites  breeding  in  New  England  was  con- 
tinued this  year  with  the  return  of  a success- 
ful nesting  pair  at  Newmarket,  Strafford,  NH 
(fide  TV),  a failed  attempt  at  Simsbury,  Hart- 
ford, CT  (fide].  Weeks, J.  Kaplan,  GH),  and 
at  a new  (undisclosed)  location  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, where  a pair  fledged  2 young  (fide  RE). 
Up  to  3 also  passed  the  hawkwatch  at  North 
Truro,  Barnstable,  MA  3 Jun  (DM),  causing 
continued  speculation  on  how  many  other 
undiscovered  Mississippi  Kites  may  be 
breeding  in  the  Region.  In  New  Hampshire, 
22  territorial  pairs  of  Bald  Eagles  were 
recorded,  a modern  high  count;  14  incubat- 
ing pairs  fledged  9 young.  Snows  in  Apr  were 
responsible  for  several  nest  failures  (fide  TV). 
In  the  Bay  State,  16  of  30  territorial  pairs 
fledged  28  young  (TF).  In  Connecticut,  12 
out  of  18  active  nests  fledged  23  young,  and 
six  pairs  failed  due  to  early  season  flooding, 
the  highest  nest  failure  in  Connecticut  histo- 


ry (fide  JV).  A total  of  171  subad.  Broac 
winged  Hawks  at  North  Truro  1-27  Ju 
(DM)  was  right  in  line  for  this  annual  and  o 
ten  overlooked  phenomenon.  Althoug 
American  Kestrels  are  maintaining  their  di 
pressed  Regional  condition,  results  froi 
Joey  Mason’s  long-standing  study  in  se.  Ma 
sachusetts  revealed  30  out  of  62  nest  boxi 
occupied  with  108  young  fledged,  up  sligh 
ly  from  the  past  two  years.  At  Chappaquk 
dick  1.  near  Martha’s  Vineyard,  Merlins  agai 
remarkably  fledged  3 young  (ph.  L.  Ma^ 
Dowell)  at  their  southernmost  nesting  loc 
tion  in  New  England.  Despite  sagging  Ame 
ican  Kestrel  numbers.  Peregrine  Falcons  a 
maintaining  their  powerful  Regional  reco' 
ery,  with  35  young  fledged  in  New  Hamj 
shire  (C.  Martin,  fide  TV),  55  in  Vermoi 
(ME),  25  young  in  Massachusetts  (T 
M.D.EW),  and  19  from  seven  out  of  10  a 
cessible  nests  in  Connecticut  QV). 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  intriguing  repor 
of  the  period  was  the  sustained  calling  of 
Black  Rails  at  Plum  1.  31  May-21  Jun  (M1,J 
m.ob.,  B.O.).  For  a species  historically  ma 
ginal  in  New  England  and  generally  declinii 
on  most  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  the  occu 
rence  of  calling  Black  Rails  in  New  Ham] 
shire,  Connecticut,  and  now  Massachuset 
within  the  relatively  recent  past  offers  tantali 
ing  food  for  thought  when  considered  with 
the  context  of  climate  change  and  rising  si 
levels.  In  light  of  the  species’  incredibly  lo 
profile.  Regional  observers  are  encouraged 
maintain  nocturnal  vigils  at  appropriate  we 
lands  in  the  years  ahead.  Though  less  unusu 
than  Black  Rail,  King  Rail  is  endangered  in  tl 
Bay  State,  so  the  appearance  of  one  at  Wilii 
ington,  Middlesex  5 Jul  (MR)  is  noteworthy 
this  non-traditional  locality.  Commo 
Moorhens  appeared  at  no  fewer  than  seve 
Regional  localities,  and  nesting  confirmatioi 
came  from  D.C.WM.A.  11  Jul  (TM,  RL)  ar 
S.S.D.F  19  Jul  (DL  et  al).  A Sandhill  Crane 
East  Killingly  Windham,  CT  28  Jun  (fide  G1 
was  interesting  in  light  of  information  that 
were  present  in  the  same  area  in  2008  ar 
2009  (Brian  Taber,  Jide  GH). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Pair  counts  of  Piping  Plovers  included  32  in 
Maine  (fide  LS),  589  in  Massachusetts  (fide 
SM,  M.D.EW),  94  in  Rhode  Island  (fide  CR), 
and  43  in  Connecticut  (JideJV),  most  of  which 
reflect  the  continued  increase  of  this  threat- 
ened species  throughout  the  Region.  Despite 
this  optimistic  increase  in  the  number  of 
breeding  pairs  and  fledging  success,  predation, 
human  disturbance,  and  weather-related  mor- 
tality continue  to  plague  Piping  Plovers  in  cer- 
tain areas.  In  Massachusetts,  195  American 
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Oystercatchers  produced  102  young,  with  a 
fledging  rate  of  0.62  chicks  per  pair,  slightly 
below  the  0.8  per  pair  in  2009  (fide  SM).  A pair 
with  a small  chick  at  Brush  1.  4 Jul  (A.  Need- 
ham) represented  a hrst  nesting  confirmation 
for  Norfolk,  MA.  Rhode  Island  hosted  a total  of 
20  pairs  of  oystercatchers  for  the  season. 

Noteworthy  shorebird  reports  included  2 
Black-necked  Stilts  at  Allens  Pond,  South 
Dartmouth,  Bristol,  MA  4-21  Jun  (ph.  PC, 
m.ob.),  a Wilson’s  Plover  at  South  Beach  11 
Jun  (ph.  B.  Harris),  and  a Red-necked  Stint  at 
the  same  locality  27  Jun-4  Jul  (ph.  BN, 
m.ob.).  Less  rare  but  nonetheless  of  interest 
were  South  Beach  reports  of  single  American 
Golden-Plovers  16  Jun  (BN)  and  25  Jul  QT), 
280  Eastern  Willets  16  Jul  QT),  1-2  Western 
Willets  8-27  Jun  (BN),  40  Whimbrels  18  Jul 
(BN),  46  Hudsonian  Godwits  16  Jul  QT),  3 
Marbled  Godwits  27  Jul  (K.  Ryan),  3000 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers  18  Jul  (BN),  3 
Western  Sandpipers  15  Jul  (NB),  an  apparent 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  x Dunlin  hybrid 
for  possibly  the  4th  year  in  a row  18  Jun-2 
Jul  (BN),  and  1000  Least  Sandpipers  and 
3500  Short-billed  Dowitchers  18  Jul  (BN). 
An  addendum  to  the  spring  report,  an  Amer- 
ican Golden-Plover  was  at  Hammonasset 
Beach  S.P,  Madison,  CT  8 May  (Paul  Des- 
jardins). Also  of  note  were  Marbled  Godwits 
at  Pine  Pt.,  Cumberland,  ME  3 Jun  (fide 
M.A.R.B.A.),  Crane’s  Beach,  Ipswich,  Essex, 
MA  29  Jul  (fide  B.O.),  and  Narragansett, 
Washington,  RI  (fide  RF);  a White-rumped 
Sandpiper  at  D.C.W.M.A.  10  Jun  (TM);  2 ad. 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  and  a Wilson’s  Phalarope 
at  Scarborough  Beach,  Cumberland,  ME  19 
Jul  (DL,  LS);  and  a Stilt  Sandpiper  at 
D.C.W.M.A.  11  Jul  (TM,  RL). 

Gulls  just  barely  making  the  Hit  Parade  this 
season  included  an  early  Bonaparte’s  Gull  at 
Christina  Res.,  Aroostook,  ME  6 Jul  (BS),  2 
Black-headed  Gulls  at  Plum  1.  throughout  Jul 
(fide  B.O.)  and  a Little  Gull  there  25  Jul 
(Gd’E),  an  Iceland  Gull  at  Newport,  Newport, 
RI  throughout  Jul  (RF  et  al),  and  a Glaucous 
Gull  at  Greenwich  Pt.,  Fairfield,  CT  12  Jun 
(fide  R.  O’Toole,  GH).  A Gull-billed  Tern  made 
an  ephemeral  appearance  at  Nantucket  1.  10 
Jun  (ph.  B.  Perkins,  Jide  B.O.).  Among  a scat- 
tering of  Caspian  Tern  reports,  2 ads.  at  Quab- 
bin  Res.,  Petersham,  Worcester,  MA  20Jun-ll 
Jul  (ML,  va.oh.,fide  B.O.)  were  particularly  in- 
teresting, as  Quabbin  would  seem  to  offer  po- 
tentially suitable  nesting  habitat  for  this 
species.  At  D.C.W.M.A.,  3-4  Caspian  Terns 
were  seen  throughout  Jul,  including  2 ads. 
and  a juv.  11  Jul  (TM,  RL).  The  number  of 
Least  Tern  breeding  pairs  increased  across  the 
Region,  with  197  pairs  in  Maine  (fide  SM, 
M.D.FW),  3418  in  Massachusetts  (fide  SM, 


M.D.FW),  and  1286  in  Rhode  Island  (fide 
CR).  The  Bay  State  total  of  1392  pairs  of 
Roseate  Terns,  while  comparable  to  the  past 
two  years,  has  been  gradually  declining  since 
2001  (fide  SM).  On  Audubon-managed  is- 
lands in  the  Gulf  of  Maine,  Roseate  Terns  have 
also  declined  by  25%  over  the  past  four  years 
(fide  P.ES.I.  e-N).  Common  Tern  numbers  in 
New  Hampshire  were  up  considerably  from 
1993  pairs  in  2009  to  2225,  and  in  Massachu- 
setts the  population  of  16,237  compared  fa- 
vorably with  15,899  pairs  in  2009  (fide  SM, 
M.D.FW).  A Common  Tern  inland  at  West 
Hartford,  Hartford,  CT  8 Jul  (P.  Cianfaglioni, 
fide  GH)  is  best  described  as  misplaced.  Ar- 
guably the  most  interesting  tern  news  was  the 
discovery  of  2 ad.  Forster’s  Terns  with  a juv. 
at  Popasquash  L,  St.  Albans,  Franklin,  VT  2- 
12  Jul  (M.  LeB,  TM  et  al.)  for  a first  state 
breeding  record.  Farthest  n.  of  5 reported 
Royal  Terns  was  one  at  Popham  Beach, 
Sagadahoc,  ME  30  Jul  (PV),  and  the  single 
Sandwich  Tern  reported  appeared  at  Nantuck- 
et 1.  14  Jun  (E.  Wonder, /icic  B.O.).  Five  pairs 
of  Black  Skimmers  attempted  to  nest  again  at 
Minimoy  1.  off  S.  Monomoy  1.  this  year  but 
failed  due  to  over- wash  problems  (fide  SM, 

M. D.FW);  one  at  Stratton  1.  was  the  north- 
ernmost of  six  scattered  reports  throughout 
the  Region  (M.A.R.B.A.,  Jrde  LS).  The  specific 
identification  of  skuas  is  often  problematic, 
particularly  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine,  where  mul- 
tiple species  are  possible  during  summer.  This 
season’s  reports  included  a Great  Skua  off  Bar 
Harbor,  Hancock,  ME  19  Jun  (M.A.R.B.A.,  Jide 
LS)  and  a South  Polar  Skua  in  the  same  waters 
11  Jun  (R.  MacDonald).  Jaeger  reports  were  in 
short  supply,  congruent  no  doubt  with  the 
generally  low  number  of  tubenoses  present 
during  the  period. 

Atlantic  Puffins  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine  en- 
joyed a record-breaking  breeding  season,  with 
123  active  burrows  found  at  Eastern  Egg 
Rock  and  over  500  burrows  at  Seal  Island 

N. W.R.  (fide  PFS.I.  e-N).  Among  this  year’s 
puffin  crop  was  a 33  year-old  female  that  suc- 
cessfully fledged  her  25th  chick  in  the  same 
burrow  after  26  years  of  occupancy.  Y33  is 
now  the  oldest  known  Atlantic  Puffin  in 
North  America  (fide  P.ES.I.  e-N).  A Black 
Guillemot  at  Marblehead,  Essex,  MA  23  Jun 
(D.  Noble)  offered  continued  hope  that  this 
species  may  someday  try  to  breed  on  a Bay 
State  island. 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Maintaining  a tradition  of  practically  annual 
Regional  occurrence,  a White-winged  Dove 
at  Bar  Harbor,  Hancock,  ME  31  Jul  (E. 
Hawkes,  fide  LS)  just  managed  to  make  the 
period.  Three  Monk  Parakeets  dwelling,  but 


not  apparently  breeding,  in  a nest  at  East 
Boston,  Middlesex,  MA  (fide  B.O.)  are  being 
vigilantly  watched  for  the  eventual  (?)  ap- 
pearance of  young,  a sight  that  would  un- 
equivocally establish  breeding  of  this  species 
in  Massachusetts.  Noteworthy  among  the 
owls  were  a Long-eared  Owl  and  an  Eastern 
Screech-Owl  at  the  ne.  edge  of  range  at 
Grand  Isle,  VT  Jun-Jul  (DH),  and  3 juv. 
Short-eared  Owls  at  Tuckernuck  I.  2 Jun  (RV) 
at  what  is  the  only  known  nesting  locality  in 
New  England  these  days.  Chuck- will’s-wid- 
ows  at  Orleans  1 Jun-2  Jul  (m.ob.)  and  Well- 
fleet,  Barnstable  18  Jun  (fide  B.O.)  continued 
to  tantalize  Massachusetts  birders  in  a state 
where  nesting  has  yet  to  be  confirmed.  An  ad. 
male  Rufous  Hummingbird  at  Cove  L,  Stam- 
ford, Fairfield,  CT  29  Jul  (P  Dugan,  Jide  GH) 
was  perfectly  within  the  period  when  males 
of  this  species  normally  migrate. 

Regrettably,  no  evidence  of  nesting  was  in- 
dicated by  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  in  Mas- 
sachusetts at  Oxbow  N.W.R. , Middlesex 
May-13  Jun  (m.ob.,Jidc  B.O.)  or  Deerfield, 
Franklin  1-17  Jul  0-  Smith,  m.ob.,  Jidc  B.O. ). 
Nesting  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  at  Sand- 
wich, Carroll,  NH  (fide  TV)  were  on  the  n. 
periphery  of  this  species’  current  breeding 
range  in  New  England.  Always  of  interest  in 
New  England,  American  Three-toed  Wood- 
peckers were  observed  feeding  young  near 
Stockholm,  Aroostook,  ME  (BS),  and  the 
species  was  said  to  be  fairly  easy  to  locate 
this  season  at  Baxter  S.P,  Piscataquis  (fide 
LS).  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  is  a species  yet  to 
be  confirmed  during  the  past  four  years  of 
the  Massachusetts  Breeding  Bird  Atlas,  so  2 
at  October  Mountain  S.E  20  Jun  (Gd’E)  and 
one  at  New  Marlboro,  Berkshire  31  Jul  (ML) 
were  of  particular  interest.  In  the  outlier  cat- 
egory belong  a Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  at 
Myles  Standish  S.F,  Plymouth,  MA  30  Jul  Q- 
Galluzzo),  Western  Kingbirds  at  West  Tis- 
bury,  Martha’s  Vineyard  4 Jun  (M.  Pelikan  et 
al.)  and  Prudence  L,  Newport,  RI  30  Jul  (M. 
Forbes,  jidc  RF),  and  Scissor-tailed  Flycatch- 
ers at  Yarmouth,  Barnstable,  MA  14  Jun  (EJ) 
and  Plum  1.  22-31  Jul  (ph.  S.  Basile,  m.ob., 
fide  B.O.).  A White-eyed  Vireo  heard  singing 
by  an  experienced  observer  at  Pittsfield,  Mer- 
rimac,  NH  16  Jul  (A.  Robbins,  jide  TV)  was 
considerably  n.  of  where  it  belonged.  The 
nesting  confirmation  of  Common  Ravens  at 
Melrose,  Middlesex,  MA  28-30  Jun  (D.  & 1. 
Jewell,  fide  B.O.)  provided  proof  of  this 
species’  continued  “March  to  the  Sea.”  The 
success  of  a recently  established  Purple  Mar- 
tin colony  was  reflected  by  a tally  of  55  juvs. 
at  Mashpee,  Barnstable,  MA  21  Jun-5  Jul 
(MK).  A melanistic  Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallow  at  Pittsfield,  Menirnac,  NH  in  early 
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Jul  (ph.  A.  & J.  Robbins, TV)  was  a stun- 
ning bird.  At  what  is  likely  the  largest  Cliff 
Swallow  colony  in  Massachusetts,  215  nests 
were  counted  at  Adams,  Berkshire  19  Jun 
(ML). 

That  Carolina  Wrens  successfully  raised 
three  broods  at  Grand  Isle,  VT  (DH)  is  testa- 
ment to  this  species’  increasing  ability  to  pros- 
per at  the  n.  extreme  of  its  range.  Fourteen 
Winter  Wrens  at  Mt.  Greylock,  Berkshire  11 
Jun  (H.  Bacheller,  fide  B.O.)  underscores  the 
importance  of  this  Massachusetts  I.B.A.  to 
this  boreal  sprite.  Always  unusual.  Sedge 
Wren  occurrences  included  singles  at  Konka- 
pot  I.B.A.,  Berkshire,  MA  12  Jun  (ML),  Daniel 
Webster  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  Marshfield,  Ply- 
mouth, MA  from  May  through  4 Jul  (m.ob., 
fide  B.O.),  and  Viles  Arboretum,  Kennebec, 
ME  18  Jun  (m.ob.,  fide  LS).  Two  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers  at  Brownfield,  Oxford,  ME  21 
Jun  (DL)  were  close  to  the  n.  edge  of  the 
species’  range  in  New  England.  In  se.  Massa- 
chusetts, 17  pairs  of  Eastern  Bluebirds  out  of 
34  nesting  attempts  raised  86  young,  with 
some  of  this  year’s  mortality  clearly  attributa- 
ble to  extreme  heat  OM). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

In  Vermont,  3 Blue-winged  Warblers  at  Hi- 
nesburg,  Chittenden  20  Jun  (TM,  SA)  and  one 
at  Monkton  Boro,  Addison  22-24  Jun  (TM) 
were  close  to  the  n.  reaches  of  the  species’ 
range.  More  significant  were  3 Golden- 
winged Warblers  at  Hinesburg  20-22  Jun 
(TM,  SA)  and  one  at  Monkton  20  Jun  (TM, 
SA).  Hopefully  the  presence  of  a Brewster’s 
Warbler  at  Charlotte  Town  Park,  Chittenden, 
20  Jun  (SA)  doesn’t  foretell  the  beginning  of 
the  end  at  one  of  the  last  bastions  of  Golden- 
winged Warblers  in  New  England.  In  the 
dunes  along  the  s.  coast  of  Rhode  Island,  50 
Yellow  Warblers  were  recorded  migrating  23 
Jul  (GD),  and  the  following  day  Northern 
Waterthrushes  were  on  the  move  at  Wellfleet, 
Barnstable  (MK)  and  Boston  (RS).  A Prairie 
Warbler  at  Grand  Isle,  VT  7-13  Jun  (DH)  was 
marginally  extralimital,  as  were  2 Cerulean 
Warblers  at  Hinsdale,  Cheshire,  NH  4 Jun  (M. 
Harvey,  fide  TV).  Yellow-breasted  Chats  at 
Waterford,  New  London,  CT  17  Jun  (R. 
Dewire,  Jide  GH)  and  Ninigrit  N.W.R.,  Wash- 
ington, R1  12  Jun  (R.  Stone,  fide  RE)  are  al- 
ways of  Regional  interest  in  June.  A Hooded 
Warbler  at  Freetown  S.E,  Bristol,  MA  25  Jun 
(L.  Abbey,  Jide  B.O.)  was  in  a perfect  breeding 
situation,  although  no  suggestion  of  nesting 
was  indicated. 

A singing  Summer  Tanager  at  Brewster, 
Barnstable,  MA  1 Jun-6Jul  (m.ob.,  Jide  B.O.) 
gave  no  indication  of  breeding,  nor  did  2 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  at  Falmouth,  Barnsta- 


ble 7 Jun  (RS)  or  singles  at  South  Wellfleet  5- 
31  Jul  (BN,  m.ob.),  Newington,  Rockingham, 
NH,  and  Hancock,  Hillsborough,  NH  (fide 
TV).  A Fox  Sparrow  at  Adamstown  Twp.,  Ox- 
ford 16  Jun  (DL  et  al.)  v/as  considered  well  s. 
of  its  breeding  range  in  Maine.  Despite  the 
presence  of  2-4  Blue  Grosbeaks  at  Crane 
W.M.A.,  Falmouth,  Barnstable,  MA  1 Jun-17 
Jul  (m.ob.,  fide  B.O.),  no  nesting  evidence 
was  obtained.  Additional  Blue  Grosbeaks 
were  seen  at  Peabody,  Essex,  MA  11  Jun  (C. 
Jackson,  fide  B.O.),  Mercer,  Somerset,  ME 
mid-Jun  (fide  LS),  and  Easton,  Fairfield,  CT 
5-6  Jun  (L.  Tiller,  fide  GH).  Buntings  made 
news  when  a Lazuli  Bunting  hit  a window 
and  later  recovered  at  Seal  Harbor,  Hancock, 
ME  8 Jun  (ph.  M.  Funkhouser,  fide  eBird), 
and  a Painted  Bunting  was  banded  at  Apple- 
dore  I.,  Isles  of  Shoals,  York,  ME  11  Jun  (S. 
Walsh,  fide  LS).  Two  Dickcissels  at  Crane 
W.M.A.  4-12  Jun  (B.  Burrden  et  al,  fide  B.O.) 
gave  no  hint  of  nesting.  In  light  of  the  pre- 
cipitous decline  in  Rusty  Blackbirds,  the 
presence  of  a nesting  pair  at  Victory  Basin 
W.M.A. , Victory  Basin,  Essex,  VT  16  Jun  (R. 
Pilcher  et  al,  fide  KM)  is  heartening.  One  can 
only  speculate  about  what  26  Red  Crossbills 
were  doing  at  Quabbin  19  Jun-3  Jul  (LT). 
Early  summer  sightings  of  Evening  Gros- 
beaks in  nw.  Connecticut  continue  to  fuel 
speculation  about  the  possibility  of  nesting, 
though  no  definitive  indications  have  yet 
been  found  (fide  GH). 

Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contributors 
(italics),  and  cited  observers;  fim  Berry,  Bird 
Observer  (B.O.),  Nick  Bonomo,  Paul  Cham- 
plin,  Glenn  d’Entremont,  Geoff  Dennis, 
Robert  Emerson,  Rachel  Farrell  (Rhode  Is- 
land), Richard  Ferren  (RFe),  Margaret  Fowle, 
Tom  French,  Doug  Hitchcox  (DHi),  Greg 
Hanisek  (Connecticut),  David  Hoag,  John 
Hoye,  Marshall  J.  Iliff,  Ellen  Jedrey,  Mary 
Keleher,  Richard  Lavallee,  Mark  LeBarr,  Derek 
& Jeannette  Lovitch,  Nick  Lund,  Mark  Lynch, 
Joey  Mason,  Maine  Audubon  Rare  Bird  Alert, 
Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife,  Kent  McFarland  (Vermont),  Scott 
Melvin,  Ted  Murin,  Blair  Nikula,  Simon 
Perkins,  Project  Puffin  Seabird  Island  e- 
newsletter,  Chris  Raithel,  Marj  Rines  (Massa- 
chusetts), Ryan  Schain,  Luke  Seitz  (Maine), 
Bill  Sheehan,  Robert  Stymeist,  Suzanne  Sulli- 
van, Larry  Therrien,  Jeremiah  Trimble,  Carol 
Trocki,  Tony  Vazzano  (New  Hampshire), 
Richard  Veit,  Vermont  Center  for  Ecostudies, 
Peter  Vickery,  Julie  Victoria. 
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This  Region  baked  in  the  hottest  sum- 
mer on  record.  Trenton,  New  Jersey 
suffered  21  days  over  90°  F in  July; 
Wilmington,  Delaware  endured  13  days  in 
June  with  90°+  temperatures  and  15  more  in 
July.  It  was  very  wet  in  the  north  and  south 
but  dry  in  the  center  of  the  Region.  Buffalo 
had  20  cm  of  rain  in  June,  about  twice  nor- 
mal. Once  again,  storm  tides  damaged  some 
beach  nests,  but  some  areas  were  unaffected. 

New  York’s  first  breeding  Mississippi  Kites 
were  the  main  event.  Delaware  had  its  first 
Brown  Booby.  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
wandered  from  the  south  (headed  as  far  as 
Maine),  and  American  White  Pelicans  visited 
from  the  west.  Atlas  work  continued  in 
Delaware. 

Human  intervention  was  involved  in  many 
of  this  season’s  observations.  Shorebirds 
thronged  in  managed  wetlands  like  Montezu- 
ma (2000  in  mid-July),  Jamaica  Bay  (8500  in 
late  July),  and  Bombay  Hook.  The  restored 
marshes  of  Perch  River  Wildlife  Management 
Area  supported  the  biggest  Black  Tern  colony, 
and  Piping  Plovers  were  most  productive  at 
Sandy  Hook,  where  nesting  areas  were  active- 
ly guarded.  Records  of  roof-top  American 
Kestrels  and  of  Dickcissels  in  managed  grass- 
lands appear  below. 

Abbreviations:  Bombay  Hook  (Bombay  Hook 
N.W.R.,  Kent,  DE);  Brigantine  (Brigantine 
Unit,  Edward  P.  Forsythe  N.W.R.,  Atlantic,  NJ); 
Cupsogue  (barrier  beach  at  Westhampton,  Suf- 
folk, Long  I.);  D.N.R.E.C.  (Delaware  Depart- 
ment of  Natural  Resources  and  Environmental 
Conservation);  Great  Gull  I.  (ternery  off  e.  end 
of  Long  L);  Fort  Drum  (Fort  Drum  Military  In- 
stallation, Jefferson,  NY);  Hamlin  Beach  (S.E 
and  lakewatch  on  L.  Ontario,  Monroe,  NY);  Ja- 
maica Bay  Oaniaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge,  New 


York  City);  Little  Galloo  1.  (e.  end  of  L.  On- 
tario); Montezuma  (Montezuma  N.W.R., 
Seneca,  NY);  N.J.D.EW.  (New  Jersey  Division 
of  Fish  and  Wildlife);  N.Y.D.E.C.  (New  York 
Dept,  of  Environmental  Conservation);  Sandy 
Hook  (Monmouth,  NJ  segment  of  Gateway  Na- 
tional Recreation  Area). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  6ANNET 

Single  Snow  Geese  summered  inland  at  Mon- 
tezuma (TJ  et  al.),  possibly  injured,  and  at 
Thousand  Acre  Marsh,  New  Castle,  DE  (FR). 
In  Prospect  Park,  Queens,  New  York  City,  400 
Canada  Geese  were  culled  (New  York  Times, 
13  Jul),  but  there  were  still  623  at  Jamaica  Bay 
4 Jul  (AB,  eBird)  and  475  at  Brigantine  22  Jul 
(refuge  staff,  eBird) . Brant  lingered  in  double 
digits  on  the  coast,  as  usual,  but  one  up  the 
Hudson  R.  at  Piermont,  Rockland,  NY  23  Jun 
and  10  Jul  (Evan  Edelbaum)  was  a surprise.  A 
Mute  Swan  eradication  program  conducted 
by  the  D.N.R.E.C.  is  having  an  effect  in 
Delaware;  the  most  seen  there  were  7 along 
the  Broadkill  Beach  Road,  Sussex  21  Jun  (CB). 
The  east  pond  at  Jamaica  Bay  still 
held  250  on  26  Jul  (DG),  just  over 
half  the  2008  maximum.  Single 
Tundra  Swans  were  exceptional 
holdovers  at  Montezuma  (TJ  et 
al.)  and  Whitesbog,  Burlington, 

NJ  (SK,  Tom  Bailey).  The  latter 
appeared  uninjured.  The  recently 
established  Trumpeter  Swan  pop- 
ulation in  upstate  New  York  holds 
steady  at  perhaps  a half-dozen 
pairs,  many  with  young,  around 
Montezuma. 

After  their  first  appearance  ever 
in  New  York  State  31  May,  flying 
squads  of  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  turned  up  all  over:  3 at  As- 
sawoman  Wildlife  Refuge,  Sussex, 

DE  28  Jun  (fide  Joel  Martin);  3, 
possibly  the  same,  later  joined  by 
another,  at  Cape  May  (Kathy 
Horn,  ph.  Mike  Crewe,  m.ob.) 
from  18  Jul  into  the  fall;  2 at  Brig- 
antine 26  Jul  (Pete  Marchetti); 
and  one  at  Jamaica  Bay  31  Jul-2 
Aug  (Isabel  Conte,  Anne  Lazarus 
AB).  A Eurasian  Wigeon  was 
record  early  at  Cape  May  9 Jul 
(SG,  ph.  Karl  Lukens),  the  sea- 
son’s only  report.  An  apparently 
healthy  ad.  male  Canvasback  near 
Ocean  View,  Sussex  26  Jul  (ph.  Kim 
Steininger)  constituted  a first  Jul  record  for 
Delaware.  An  imm.  male  King  Eider  on  Long 
Island  Sound  at  Rye  8-11  Jun  (TWB)  estab- 
lished the  first  Westchester,  NY  summer 
record.  Another  was  equally  unexpected  at 


Cape  May  from  20  Jun  (ph.  Kyle  Rossner, 
m.ob)  into  the  fall.  In  keeping  with  recent 
Common  Eider  expansion,  upwards  of  30  lin- 
gered from  Long  Island  Sound  to  Cape  Hen- 
lopen, DE.  A female  at  Rye,  NY  8-13  Jun 
(TWB  et  al.)  was  the  first  recorded  in  West- 
chester in  summer.  The  biggest  groups  were 
14  at  Plum  I.,  off  the  tip  of  Long  Island,  24 
Jun  (John  Sepenoski)  and  8 at  Island  Beach, 
Ocean,  NJ  26  Jul  (Alex  Tongas).  Among  the 
usual  handful  of  scoters  summering  on  the 
coast,  none  was  a White-winged,  a species  de- 
clining in  this  Region.  Infrequent  in  summer 
were  Long-tailed  Ducks  at  Montauk  Pt.,  Suf- 
folk, NY  12  Jun  (Angus  Wilson),  Sandy  Hook 
17  Jun  (Kevin  Walsh),  and  Monmouth  Beach, 
NJ  4 Jul  (SB).  A Bufflehead  lingered  excep- 
tionally at  Round  Valley  Res.,  Hunterdon,  NJ 
until  5 Jul  (Frank  Sencher,  Jr.).  A male  Com- 
mon Goldeneye  was  seriously  lost  in  the 
Delaware  R.  off  Titusville,  Mercer,  NJ  28  Jun 
(John  Maret). 

The  N.Y.D.E.C.  once  again  asked  spring 
Wild  Turkey  hunters  to  keep  count  of  drum- 


ming Ruffed  Grouse.  They  recorded  787  con- 
tacts at  a rate  of  0.23  per  hour  (i.e.,  it  took 
just  over  four  hours  in  the  woods  to  hear  a 
Ruffed  Grouse).  Frequency  was  much  greater 
in  the  north  (0.62  in  the  AdirondaclVTug  Hill 
area).  These  figures  were  slightly  below  last 


This  juvenile  Mississippi  Kite  at  Root,  Montgomery  County  20  August  201 0 is 
the  first  of  its  species  known  to  have  been  raised  in  New  York  state.  Photo- 
graph by  Richard  Guthrie. 
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Richard  Guthrie  spent  much  of  the  summer  of  201 0 documenting  New  York's 
first  known  nest  of  Mississippi  Kite  at  the  town  of  Root  in  Montgomery 
County  (here  20  August).  An  adult  here  brings  food,  probably  a dragonfly,  to  a 
juvenile.  Photograph  by  Richard  Guthrie. 


year,  possibly  the  result  of  chick  mortality  in 
the  wet  summer  of  2009. 

A new  high  count  of  63  Pied-billed  Grebes 
for  the  Finger  Lakes  region  graced  Montezu- 
ma 27  Jul  (IBA  Monitoring  Team,  eBird),  but 
breeding  sites  elsewhere  are  few.  Delawares 
first  Brown  Booby,  an  imm.,  came  aboard  the 
Thelma  Dale  IV  on  a fishing  trip  19  Jul  off 
Broadkill  Beach  and  remained  aboard  when 
the  boat  returned  to  port  at  Lewes.  Rehabili- 
tated by  TriState  Bird  Rescue,  it  was  flown  to 
Miami  in  the  3rd  week  of  Aug  for  release. 
Imm.  Northern  Gannets  may  be  shifting  their 
summer  range.  Unusual  numbers  were  visible 
from  shore  into  Jul.  Hundreds  were  moving 
southwestward  off  Cupsogue  6 Jim,  and  10 
were  counted  in  45  minutes  again  10  Jul  (SM, 
PLi).  A remarkable  650  moved  in  and  out  of 
Delaware  Bay  13  Jun  (VE). 

PELICANS  THROUGH  HERONS 

American  White  Pelicans  have  become  al- 
most regular  visitors  to  the  Region  in  recent 
years.  A least  4 showed  up  across  New  York 
this  summer,  without  apparent  pattern,  start- 
ing with  one  seen  twice  on  the  Hudson  R.  at 
Schodack  1.  and  Coeymans,  Albany  11  Jun 
(Vince  McGrath,  RG).  Another  traversed  the 
Great  Lakes  from  Hamburg,  Erie  22  Jun  to 
Buffalo  23  Jun  and  from  there  to  Byron,  Gene- 
see on  L.  Ontario  23-24  Jun  (m.oh.,  fide  RGS). 
One  with  a damaged  left  eye,  possibly  the 


same  bird  that  toured  New  Eng- 
land last  year,  settled  at  Jamaica 
Bay  14-28  Jul  Qulia  Clepsch, 
Neena  Mohammed,  ph.  Lloyd 
Spitalnik,  m.ob.).  On  25  Jul,  a 
different  individual,  sporting  a 
bill  keel  and  brighter  facial  color- 
ing, arrived  in  another  part  of  Ja- 
maica Bay  (Keith  Michael,  ph. 
Rob  Jett,  ph.  John  Gluth,  m.ob.) 
and  remained  through  the  fall. 
Despite  eradication  efforts  on  L. 
Ontario,  Double-crested  Cor- 
morants had  1758  nests  on  Little 
Gallon  1.  OF),  846  at  Reef  Light- 
house at  Buffalo  (William  Wat- 
son), and  1372  in  New  York  Har- 
bor (EC).  A frigatebird  reported 
as  an  imm.  Magnificent  flew  over 
Route  1 s.  of  Odessa,  Kent,  DE  21 
Jul  (Ed  Sigda). 

The  New  York  City  Audubon 
Society’s  26th  consecutive  Harbor 
Herons  survey  found  2043  nest- 
ing pairs  of  nine  species  of  herons 
(1683  last  year)  on  eight  of  17  is- 
lands surveyed.  Black-crowned 
Night-Herons  came  first  (884), 
followed  by  Great  Egrets  (498), 
Snowy  Egrets  (276),  and  Glossy  Ibis  (275). 
Little  Blue  Herons  grew  to  13  (5  last  year),  but 
they.  Tricolored  Herons  (3),  and  Cattle  Egrets 
(1)  now  have  only  a marginal  presence  this  far 
north,  after  expanding  northward  vigorously 
in  the  1960s.  Cattle  Egrets  remain  numerous 
only  in  the  great  Pea  Patch  heronry  off 
Delaware  City  in  the  Delaware  R.,  where  the 
25  Jun  evening  count  from  Delaware  City  in- 
cluded 514  entering  the  colony  and  25  coming 
out  (CB).  Only  2 White-faced  Ibis  were  report- 
ed from  the  s.  coast  this  season,  perhaps  for 
lack  of  looking.  The  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  colony  at  the  Redfern  Houses, 
Cedarhurst,  Nassau,  Long  L,  NY  rose  to  65 
nests,  but  a Red-tailed  Hawk  apparently  took 
some  of  the  birds  (EC).  A Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  nest  in  an  East  Brunswick,  Mid- 
dlesex, NJ  yard  (ph.  Faith  Teeple)  was  still 
more  evidence  of  this  species’  ready  acceptance 
of  residential  neighborhoods. 

VULTURES  THROUGH  FALCONS 

A Black  Vulture  nested  successfully  on  a radio 
tower  in  White  Plains,  Westchester,  NY  (JV). 
Two  explored  all  the  way  to  Perinton,  Monroe, 
NY  20  Jul  (Mike  & Joanna  Tetlow),  near  L. 
Ontario.  On  southerly  winds,  eight  species  of 
raptors,  mostly  imms.,  passed  the  Derby  Hill 
Hawkwatch,  at  the  se.  corner  of  Lake  Ontario 
16  Jun,  including  46  Bald  Eagles  (Tom  Car- 
rolan).  Following  several  spring  records  in 


Delaware,  single  Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  re- 
ported at  Limestone  Rd.,  New  Castle  16  Jun 
(Barbara  Broge)  and  sw.  of  Harrington,  Kent  1 
Jul  (Glen  Lovelace).  Cooper’s  Hawks  continue 
to  colonize  cities  and  suburbs  in  all  three 
states.  Seven  nests  were  detected  in  densely  !) 
populated  New  Castle,  DE  alone.  One  of  them, 
at  Cool  Springs  Res.  in  downtown  Wilming- 
ton, was  photographed  and  published  in  the 
Wilmington  News  Journal  (fide  APE).  Now  that 
Merlins  have  bred  s.  to  West  Virginia  (2009), 
their  continued  expansion  in  upstate  New 
York  is  unsurprising.  Pioneers  nested  in  the 
lowlands  of  cen.  and  w.  New  York  at  Olean,  ' 
Cattaraugus  Oeff  Reed),  near  Sangerfield,  s. 
Oneida  (Gene  Huggins),  and  possibly  at  Ham- 
burg, Erie  (Mike  & Wendy  Zebehazy).  They 
hardly  raise  eyebrows  in  the  Adirondacks, 
where  they  first  nested  in  1992.  New  Jersey 
had  25  active  Peregrine  Falcon  nests,  but  the 
five  cliff  nests  on  the  Hudson  R.  Palisades  (up 
from  four),  hailed  as  a breakthrough  in  the 
restoration  of  wild  populations,  have  pro-  I! 

duced  no  young  for  two  years,  for  unknown  jj 

reasons  (KC).  In  New  York,  by  contrast,  where  f 
nearly  half  the  state’s  73  territorial  pairs  used  I! 
cliff  sites  in  2009,  mostly  in  the  Adirondacks, 
these  sites  were  only  slightly  less  productive 
than  nests  on  human  structures  (Barbara 
Loucks,  N.Y.D.E.C.).  Delaware  had  five  breed- 
ing pairs,  up  from  four  in  2009  (AJG). 

RAILS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Common  Moorhen  numbers  improved  in  the 
Saint  Lawrence  River  Valley,  where  the  U.  S.  j 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  created  a new  wet-  Ij 
land  in  DeKalb,  Saint  Lawrence  OBo).  Scarce 
nesting  sites  elsewhere  included  the  | 

Bashakill,  Sullivan,  NY  QHs,  Scott  Baldinger)  j 
and  possibly  the  Meadowlands,  Hudson,  NJ  ' 

(Christopher  Takacs).  j 

The  Sandhill  Cranes  breeding  since  2003 
around  Montezuma  continue  to  produce  ^ 

young,  but  they  disappear,  probably  taken  by  i 
Coyotes.  Elsewhere,  a family  group  summered  | 
at  Venice  Center,  Cayuga  (Steve  Fast,  m.ob.), 
establishing  a first  Finger  Lakes  area  breeding 
record  away  from  Montezuma,  while  addition- 
al pairs  settled  w.  of  Avon,  Livingston  (Mike 
Wasilco,  JK)  and  in  Taylor  Marsh,  town  of 
Richmond,  Ontario  (K.  Kirsch,  Lynn  Bra- 
band),  all  in  n.-cen.  New  York.  Wanderers,  al-  ! 
most  all  in  early  Jun,  were  too  numerous  to  ! 
detail.  Singles  or  small  groups  visited  Clinton 
(GNL),  Chautauqua  (WD'A),  Madison  Qohn  j 
Rogers),  Sullivan  Qohn  Haas,  Arlene  Borko  et  | 
al),  and  Ulster  (Amy  Simmons,  G.  & R Foster,  | 

Donna  Bream)  in  New  York,  and  Atlantic  i 

(Ward  Dasey,  Al  Driscoll)  and  Cape  May  (ph.  j 
Mike  Crewe)  in  New  Jersey.  i 

Piping  Plovers  respond  to  management.  ' 
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r A Having  extending  their  breeding  range  dramatically  in  the  early  1990s  (Indiana  1992,  Virginia  1995),  Mississippi  Kites 
J Hseemed  to  mark  time.  Now,  after  Ohio  (2007),  New  Hampshire  (2008),  and  Connecticut  (2008),  comes  New  York. 

A Mississippi  Kite  returned  in  late  May  to  last  summer's  location  in  the  town  of  Root,  Montgomery,  NY  (Peter  Shoenberg- 
er).  Another  appeared  13  Jun  (Jesse  Jaycox),  and  copulation  was  observed.  Later,  3 ads.  were  photographed  (RG).  Breeding 
was  strongly  suspected,  though  property  owners' concerns  about  trespass  hampered  the  search.  Rich  Guthrie  befriended  the 
farmers  and  helped  keep  other  birders  from  crossing  fences.  On  20  Aug,  one  farmer,  whom  Guthrie  had  offered  to  help  with 
a balky  trailer  hitch,  told  Guthrie  that  he  was  watching  the  kite  family  and  had  even  given  them  names  (undisclosed).  Invit- 
ed into  this  farmer's  woodlot,  Guthrie  videotaped  an  ad.  Mississippi  Kite  feeding  a recently  fledged  young. 

Unsurprisingly  for  an  actively  expanding  species,  individual  Mississippi  Kites  were  ubiquitous,  mostly  in  early  Jun.  The  lat- 
est reached  L.  Ontario  at  Hogan  Pt,  Monroe,  NY  1 5 Jui  (Dave  Tetlow).  Others  visited  Ward  Pound  Ridge  Reservation,  NY  6 Jun 
(Jean  Loscaizo  et  al.;  potentially  the  2nd  Westchester  record),  Sandy  Hook  5 Jun  {fide  SB),  Tower  Hill  Preserve,  Hunterdon,  NJ 
8 Jun  (Rich  Kane),  and  Palisades  Interstate  Park,  Bergen,  NJ  9 Jun  (Herb  Houghton).  The  annual  Cape  May  Kite  show  climaxed 
at  7 over  Richard  Crossley's  house  3 Jun.  There  must  be  a nest  somewhere  in  New  Jersey. 

r A New  York's  breeding  Bald  Eagles  have  approximately  quadrupled  since  2000.  Territorial  pairs  grew  to  192  (174  last 
3Myear,  only  one  in  1960).  The  139  successful  pairs  among  them  fledged  244  young  (223  last  year),  despite  weather 
problems,  as  more  females  lay  eggs  in  Feb.  There  is  also  growing  friction  with  humans;  for  the  first  time,  someone  cut  down 
an  active  Bald  Eagle  nest  tree  in  New  York  last  winter.  Fortunately,  the  pair  bred  successfully  elsewhere  (fide  Peter  Nye, 
N.Y.D.E.C.).  New  Jersey's  active  nests  leaped  from  77  to  90,  but  only  69  young  fledged  compared  to  99  last  year  (KC).  The 
Delaware  Bald  Eagle  population  swelled  to  over  60  nests  and  over  79  young,  from  40  nests  two  years  ago  (AJG). 


r A American  Kestrels  are  doing  better  in  cities  than  in  the  country,  where  the  requisite  open  habitat  has  been  fragment- 
O/ied,  with  development  and  reforestation  both  at  work.  About  60-100  pairs  breed  in  New  York  City,  including  an  esti- 
mated 25  in  Manhattan  (Robert  DeCandido  and  Deborah  Allen,  "The  Falcon  that  Nests  on  Broadway,"  Winging  It  22.4).  Ap- 
proximately 100  nest  boxes  installed  in  New  Jersey  by  Dr.  John  A.  Smallwood  of  Montclair  State  University  had  59  pairs  in 
2002.  But  now  most  of  the  boxes  stand  empty  (J.  A.  Smallwood,  pers.  comm.). 


Newjersey  had  108  pairs  (105  last  year),  with 
a statewide  productivity  of  1.38  chicks  per 
pair,  thanks  in  part  to  fewer  flooding  events 
(TP).  Sandy  Hook  produced  a healthier  1.76 
chicks  per  pair.  The  remnant  Delaware  popu- 
lation at  Cape  Henlopen  continues  to  recover: 
its  14  chicks  from  nine  nests  is  the  best  score 
in  years  (MBa).  We  now  have  2009  figures 
from  Long  Island:  475  breeding  pairs  (only 
182  in  1992),  and  451  fledged  young  (FH). 
American  Avocets  veered  northerly  in  their 
annual  mid-Jul  migration  eastward  to  their 
autumn  stopover  site  in  coastal  Delaware.  An 
exceptional  9 paused  on  L.  Erie  at  the  mouth 
of  Cattaraugus  Cr.,  Chautauqua,  NY  16  Jul 
(DW),  and  another  reached  L.  Ontario  at 
Hamlin  Beach  13  Jul  (Mike  Davids,  William 
Symonds),  where  still  rare.  Singles  visited  Ja- 
maica Bay  14  Jul  (AB  et  al.)  and  overflew 
Sandy  Hook  17  Jul  (Kevin  Welsh),  the  latter 
only  a 2nd  local  record.  The  Bombay  Hook 
total  reached  200  by  13  Jul  (Al  Guarente, 
eBird),  expected  to  double  later. 

The  last  departing  shorebirds  had  barely 
left  in  the  first  week  of  Jun  when  the  first  re- 
turning Greater  Yellowlegs  and  Least  Sand- 
pipers arrived  at  Cape  May  19  Jun  (Dp  VE). 
The  earliest  arriving  shorebird  species  can 
reach  maximum  fall  abundance  in  the  n.  of 
this  Region  before  the  end  of  Jul.  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs arrived  at  Montezuma  3 Jul  (Jay  Mc- 


Gowan) and  peaked  at  800  there  22  Jul  (Do- 
minick Sherony).  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
crested  at  7593  at  Brigantine  29  Jul  Qohr* 
Williamson,  Anne  Harlan  et  al,  eBird).  A 
count  of  1350  Least  Sandpipers  at  Montezu- 
ma 25  Jul  (CW)  was  a new  high  for  the  Fin- 
ger Lakes.  Short-billed  Dowitchers  arrived  at 
Montezuma  6 Jul  (DW)  and  exceeded  4000  at 
Jamaica  Bay  30  Jul  (DG,  eBird).  At  least  4 
Ruffs  in  Delaware  recalled  the  good  old  days 
of  the  1990s:  a black  male  at  Taylor’s  Gut, 
Kent  3-4  Jul  (FR,  BGP);  a different  black  male 
at  Bombay  Hook  6-7  & 11  Jul  (Bert  Filemyr, 
Vincent  Nichnadowicz,  BGP,  Barbara  Hieb- 
sch);  a white  male  at  Bombay  Hook  8-10  Jul 
(Robert  L.  Ake,  Andrew  Baldelli,  CB,  Jeff  Gor- 
don, Maurice  Barnhill,  FR);  and  a Reeve  at 
Bombay  Hook  29  Jul  (MO’B,  DF,  m.ob.).  The 
few  Willets  found  each  Jul  on  L.  Erie  are  of 
subspecies  inomata  en  route  to  the  east  coast. 
One  stopped  early  at  Barcelona  Harbor  3 Jul 
Oeannine  Smith)  and  another  at  the  Catta- 
raugus Creek  mouth  16  & 19  Jul  (DW),  both 
Chautauqua,  NY.  Western  Willet  becomes 
commoner  to  the  south,  particularly  on  the 
coast,  where  they  supplanted  withdrawing 
Eastern  Willets  on  Long  1.  in  mid-Jul  (SM, 
PLi).  Most  of  26  Willets  at  Jones  Beach  S.P, 
Long  1.  30  Jul  were  Westerns  (SS),  and  28 
gathered  at  Nummy  L,  Cape  May,  NJ  27  Jul 
(CV,  eBird).  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at  Montezu- 


ma 5 Jun  (TJ)  and  at  Jamaica  Bay  in  late  May 
and  13  Jun  (SBl)  hinted  at  breeding  (they 
have  bred  on  L.  Champlain),  but  migrants  ap- 
peared after  mid-Jul  only  in  ones  and  twos. 

GULLS  THROUGH  SKUA 

Laughing  Gulls  explore  surprisingly  far  in- 
land each  Jun.  Singles  reached  Batavia,  Gene- 
see, NY  1 Jun  (DW)  and  Cayuga  L.,  NY  8-9  & 
12  Jun  (Dave  Nutter).  Despite  JFK  Airport’s 
eradication  efforts,  the  colony  of  2500-3000 
pairs  in  nearby  JoCo  Marsh  had  high  breeding 
success  (DR).  An  ad.  Little  Gull  at  Hamlin 
Beach  30  Jul  (Andy  Guthrie,  RGS,  Susan 
Spahn)  and  an  ad.  Black-headed  Gull  at  Bom- 
bay Hook  7 (Dirk  Robinson)  & 11  Jul  (BGP) 
were  noteworthy.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
have  become  normal  in  summer.  After  tying 
his  all-time  daily  maximum  with  3 at  Robert 
Moses  S.P.,  Suffolk,  Long  L,  NY  20  Jun,  Ken 
Feustel  reflected  that  they  are  equally  com- 
mon there  in  Jun  and  Dec.  Subad.  Glaucous 
Gulls  lingered  into  early  Jun  at  Orient  Pt., 
Long  1.  (Hugh  McGuinness),  Sandy  Hook 
(SB),  and  Heislerville  W.M.A.,  Cumberland, 
NJ  (ph.  Calvin  Drennan). 

Gull-billed  Terns  breed  in  this  Region  with 
curious  discontinuity.  Since  1975,  a few  have 
nested  in  the  marshes  of  Great  South  Bay, 
Hempstead,  Nassau,  Long  1.  (JZ),  but  none 
have  nested  in  Delaware  (AJG).  The  triennial 
aerial  tern  survey  in  New  Jersey  found  31 
Gull-billed  Terns  in  eight  colonies  (CK),  but 
some  areas,  such  as  Barnegat  Bay,  Ocean  had 
none  QBu).  The  presence  of  2 juvs.  at  Sandy 
Hook  suggested  breeding  there  for  the  first 
time  in  recent  years  (SB,  Tom  Boyle).  The  Re- 
gion’s only  Caspian  Tern  colony.  Little  Gallon 
L,  had  1472  nests  QF).  anti  a few  pairs  fre- 
quented Barnegat  Bay,  NJ  without  nesting 
QBu).  Only  5 Sandwich  Terns  were  reported: 
one  at  Cupsogue  6 Jun  (SM,  PLi)  and  18  Jul 
(DG);  one  at  Holgate,  Ocean,  NJ  3 Jun  (fide 
SB);  2 at  Cape  May,  NJ  27  Jul  (ph.  DF);  and 
one  at  Fowler  Beach,  Sussex,  DE  12  Jun  (ES). 
The  Great  Gull  1.  crew  banded  1191  fledgling 
Roseate  Terns  from  1303  nests.  No  sizable 
colony  survives  elsewhere  on  Long  Island;  a 
few  loafers  farther  s.  still  make  no  attempt  to 
breed.  About  11,700  fledgling  Common  Terns 
(about  60%  of  the  total  Long  1.  population) 
were  banded  on  Great  Gull  1.  (HH).  In  New 
Jersey,  the  triennial  aerial  survey  detected 
3757  ad.  Common  Terns  in  68  colonies,  but 
we  do  not  have  information  about  productiv- 
ity (CK).  Terns  were  not  surveyed  in 
Delaware  (fide  AJG).  In  addition  to  the  half- 
dozen  Arctic  Terns  found  on  the  beach  in 
mid-summer  in  cen.  Long  L,  a phenomenon 
discussed  more  fully  last  year,  one  second-cy- 
cle bird  was  a very  good  find  at  Fowler  Beach, 
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Sussex,  DE  5 Jun  (BGP).  While  most  tern 
species  struggle  to  hold  their  own,  Forster’s 
Terns  are  expanding.  Having  hrst  bred  on 
Long  I.  in  1981,  they  continue  there  at  Hemp- 
stead and  JoCo  marsh,  with  200-300  pairs 
each  (JZ,  DR).  Courtship  observed  at  Rye, 
Westchester,  on  Long  Island  Sound  (TWB), 
may  presage  another  colony.  The  triennial 
aerial  tern  survey  in  New  Jersey  counted  4319 
ads.  in  91  colonies,  up  nearly  steadily  from 
230  in  1976  (CK).  New  Jersey’s  beleaguered 
1274  ad.  Least  Terns  produced  314  chicks 
(TP).  All  the  Least  Tern  chicks  were  depre- 
dated at  Delaware’s  colony  of  ten  nesting  pairs 
at  Cape  Henlopen  (MBa).  The  latest  Long  1. 
figures  (2009)  of  2817  pairs  at  54  breeding 
sites  are  within  recent  norms.  Black  Skimmers 
concentrate  in  mega-colonies.  Almost  half  of 
New  Jersey’s  2219  skimmers  nested  at  Sea- 
view  Harbor  Marina,  s.  of  Atlantic  City,  pro- 
ducing 900-1000  chicks.  At  Sandy  Hook, 
where  refuge  staff  kept  the  public  out  of 
colonies,  about  70  pairs  nested  for  the  first 
time  since  1985  (SB).  Most  of  New  York’s  ap- 
proximately 690  pairs  of  Skimmers  nest  at  ei- 
ther Lido  Beach,  Hempstead,  Nassau,  Long  1. 
QZ)  or  Breezy  Point  in  Gateway  National 
Recreation  Area  (625  ads.  there  4 Jun,  SBl, 
eBird).  Delaware’s  one  breeding  pair  produced 
one  chick  in  Indian  River  Bay  (MBa).  The 
only  South  Polar  Skua  reported  was  just  5 km 
off  Atlantic  City  9 Jul  (Tony  Leukering,  Clay 
Sutton,  Glen  Davis). 

The  N.Y.D.E.C.  triennial  survey  of  all  91  historic 
Black  Tern  breeding  sites  in  upstate  New  York  re- 
vealed continued  decline  to  160  nesting  pairs  at  10  sites. 
This  represents  a 23%  decrease  from  the  last  survey  in 
2007,  which  documented  209  breeding  pairs  at  14  sites. 
Since  the  surveys  began  in  1989,  breeding  pairs  have  de- 
clined by  32%  and  breeding  sites  by  60%.  Water  level 
management  has  eliminated  former  lake  front  sites,  and 
invasive  Purple  Loosestrife  chokes  inland  sites.  Three  sites 
contained  74%  of  this  year's  breeding  Black  Tern  pairs: 
Perch  River  W.M. A.,  Mersorr  (65  pairs),  Tonawanda  Wet- 
lands Complex,  Genesee  (32),  and  Montezuma  (22)  {fide 
Irene  Mazzocchi,  Mary  Beth  Kolozsvary,  N.Y.D.E.C). 

DOVES  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  at  their 
new  outposts  of  Parma  and  Hamlin,  Monroe, 
NY,  but  nesting  remains  unconfirmed.  They 
are  colonizing  the  Northeast  less  rapidly  than 
the  ccn.  and  w.  United  States.  A White-winged 
Dove  frequented  the  feeder  of  Cindy  and  Phil 
Marino  at  Penheld,  Monroe,  NY  9 Jul+,  a 2nd 
Rochester  area  record.  A cumulative  total  of 
117  Eastern  Whip-poor-wills  on  six  survey 
routes  (10  stops  each)  at  Fort  Drum  QBo) 


would  be  unthinkable  anywhere  else  in  the 
Region.  Fort  Drum,  with  up  to  10  pairs,  was 
also  the  Region’s  best  location  for  the  spottily 
distributed  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  else- 
where reported  this  summer  only  on  the  Great 
Lakes  lowlands  and  in  s.  Delaware. 

A Western  Kingbird  was  unexpected  19 
Jun  in  Webster,  Monroe,  NY  (ph.  Tim  Con- 
stas);  Regional  records  concentrate  in  fall. 
Three  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  could  best  be 
considered  summer  wanderers:  Campgaw 
Reservation,  Bergen,  NJ  17  Jul  Oonathan 
Reader);  Higbee  Beach,  Cape  May,  NJ  23  Jul 
(SG);  and  Cape  May  Pt.  28-29  Jul  (Glen 
Davis  et  al.).  Common  Ravens  raised  young 
at  suburban  sites  unimaginable  a decade  ago: 
Roslyn,  Nassau,  Long  I.  (Peter  Martin);  Kew 
Gardens,  Queens,  New  York  City  for  a 2nd 
year  (Seth  Ausubel);  and  Green  Pond,  Moiris, 
NJ  (Sean  Sime).  A Red-breasted  Nuthatch  at 
Higbee  Beach,  Cape  May  2 Jul  (SG)  was  the 
harbinger  of  an  irruption  to  come.  In  what 
was  once  their  n.  sanctuary,  Golden-winged 
Warblers  are  being  overtaken  by  Blue-winged 
Warblers.  At  Fort  Drum,  Golden-winged 
Warblers  make  up  only  about  40%  of  the  to- 
tal winged-warbler  population  QBo).  Gold- 
en-winged Warblers  hang  on  at  two  s.  New 
York  locations:  one  at  Linear  Park  (Delaware 
and  Hudson  Canal),  Sullivan  1 Jun  (SS)  and 
3 at  Sterling  Forest,  Orange  7 Jun  (James 
Randall)  and  again  19  Jun  Ooseph  Pescatore, 
Simon  Lane).  A Lawrence’s  Warbler  banded 
at  Manitou  3 Jun  (Braddock  Bay  B.O.)  and 
another  seen  24  Jun  at  Rush  (Kim  Hartquist), 
both  Monroe,  NY,  confirmed  the  northerly 
shift  of  the  winged-warbler  hybridization 
zone.  Site-faithful  male  Lawrence’s  returned 
the  3rd  year  to  the  Elizabeth  Kay  Environ- 
mental Center  at  Chester,  Morris,  NJ  (Harvey 
Thomlinson  et  al.)  and  for  the  2nd  year  to  the 
Cary  Institute  of  Ecosystem  Studies,  Mill- 
brook,  Dutchess,  NY  (Ken  & Carol  Freder- 
icks). Blackpoll  Warblers,  always  last,  lagged 
in  Bryant  Park,  Manhattan,  where  a female 
was  seen  as  late  as  19  Jun  (Doug  Futuyma). 
A singing  male  present  there  the  same  day  re- 
mained until  at  least  9 Jul  (Ben  Cacace). 
Cerulean  Warblers  are  flourishing  locally. 
Ongoing  Jun  counts  at  Doodletown,  Bear 
Mountain  S.P.,  Rockland,  NY  have  risen  from 
7 in  1988-1995  to  15  in  2010  (RJK).  They  are 
still  present  at  White  Clay  Creek  Park,  Wilm- 
ington, DE  (Andrew  Bogush).  In  addition  to 
their  traditional  upstate  locales,  Prothono- 
tary  Warblers  visited  Toad  Harbor  Rd.,  Os- 
wego, NY  18  Jun  QBr),  Montezuma  16  Jul 
(CW),  and  Central  Park,  New  York  City  30 
Jun  (ph.  DA).  A hefty  14  pairs  occupied  the 
2337-acre  Glassboro  Woods,  Gloucester,  NJ 
(SK).  A Louisiana  Waterthrush  feeding 


young  at  Donnerville  S.L  9 Jul  confirmed  a 
probable  first  Saint  Lawrence,  NY  breeding 
record  QBo). 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  reported  to 
eBird  from  11  locations  across  n.  New  York, 
where  they  began  to  spread  in  the  1990s. 
Some  60+  singing  males  were  found  through 
the  season  in  Fort  Drum  (jBo).  Only  one 
Henslow’s  Sparrow  site  was  reported — Avon, 
Livingston,  NY  (JK),  outside  of  Fort  Drum, 
which  contained  21-23  territorial  males 
QBo).  Blue  Grosbeaks  pressed  beyond  their  n. 
frontier  near  Florida,  Orange,  NY,  where  a 
pair  was  present  but  breeding  not  confirmed 
(KMcD).  Dickcissels  are  reestablishing  their 
former  eastern  seaboard  range.  Two  nests 
were  confirmed  in  Delaware,  following  one 
each  in  2007  and  2008:  at  Frederica,  Kent 
(fide  AJG)  and  in  a suburban  lot  in  Middle- 
town,  New  Castle  (Rodney  Murray,  Mike 
Moore,  Bob  & Pat  Strayhorn).  Additional 
Dickcissels  were  reported  at  three  other 
Delaware  sites;  near  Florida,  Orange,  NY  OX 
KMcD,  Scott  Baldinger,  Stella  Miller);  and  at 
the  Mercer  Sod  Farms,  Burlington,  NJ  (Dana 
Eglinton),  a state-managed  grassland  where 
they  are  now  annual.  The  only  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  was  a female  at  Montezuma  16  Jul 
(CW).  Two  pairs  of  Rusty  Blackbirds  with 
young  s.  of  Chazy  L.  9 Jun  (Jim  Osborne) 
constitute  a first  confirmed  breeding  record 
for  Clinton,  NY. 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Deborah  Allen  (Central  Park,  New  York 
City),  Matthew  Bailey  (MBa)  (D.N.R.E.C.), 
Andrew  Baksh,  Scott  Barnes  (n.  coastal  New 
Jersey:  scott.barnes@njaudubon.org),  Patrick 
Belardo  (n.-cen.  New  Jersey:  pbelardo® 
yahoo. com);  Chris  Bennett  (D.N.R.E.C.), 
Shane  Blodgett  (SBl),  Michael  Bochnik  (Low- 
er Hudson  Valley:  BochnikM@cs.com),  Jeff 
Bolsinger  OBo)  (St.  Lawrence,  NY:  cady- 
bols@gisco.net),  Joseph.  Brin  OBr)  (Syracuse, 
NY  Rare  Bird  Alert),  Joanna  Burger  (JBu),  T. 
W.  Burke  (NYC  Rare  Bird  Alert),  Mark  Chao 
(Finger  Lakes,  NY:  markchao@imt.org), 
Kathy  Clark  (N.J.D.LG.W),  Elizabeth  Craig 
(New  York  City  Audubon),  Andrew  P.  Ednie 
(Birdline  Delaware),  'Vince  Elia  (s.  coastal 
New  Jersey:  vje@njaudubon.org),  Valerie 
Freer  (Sullivan,  NY),  Don  Freiday  (Cape  May 
B.O.),  Sam  Galick,  Michelle  Gibbons 
(N.Y.D.E.C.),  Doug  Gochfeld,  Anthony  J. 
Gonzon  (D.N.R.E.C.),  Richard  Guthrie,  K.  C. 
Griffith  (Genesee,  NY:  ckgrif@localnet.com), 
Frederick  Hamilton  (N.Y.D.E.C.),  Jennifer 
Hanson  (nw.  New  Jersey:  ammodramus88@ 
gmail.com),  Helen  Hays  (Great  Gull  L),  Tom 
Johnson,  Sandra  Keller,  Jim  Kimball,  R.  J. 
Kurtz,  Gary  N.  Lee  (Adirondacks:  eightacre 
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woodmouse@hotmail.com),  Pat  Lindsay 
(PLi)  (Long  I.:  pjlindsay@optonline.net),  Bar- 
bara Loucks  (N.Y.D.E.C.),  Ken  McDermott, 
Shaibal  Mitra  (Long  Island;  mitra@mail. 
csi.cuny.edu),  Michael  Morgante  (Niagara 
Frontier:  morgm@adelphia.net),  Michael 
O’Brien,  Bruce  G.  Peterjohn,  Todd  Pover 
(N.J.D.EG.W),  William  Purcell  (Oneida  Lake 
Basin,  NY:  wpurcell@twcny.rr.com),  Don 


Riepe  Qainaica  Bay),  Sy  Schiff,  Steve  Sobocin- 
ski  (SSo)  (sw.  New  Jersey:  ssobocinski@ 
comcast.net),  Robert  G.  Spahn  (Rochester), 
Chris  Vogel,  R.  T.  Waterman  Bird  Club 
(Dutchess,  NY),  James  Vellozzi,  David  Wheel- 
er, Chris  Wood,  Will  Yandik  (Hudson-Mo- 
hawk,  NY:  wyandik@hotmail.com),  Matthew 
Young  (Susquehanna,  NY:  may6@corneIl.edu), 
John  Zarudski. 


Robert  0.  Paxton,  460  Riverside  Drive,  Apt.  72 
New  York,  New  York  10027,  (ropl@colunibia.edu) 

Richard  R.  Veit 

Department  of  Biology,  College  of  Staten  Island 
2800  Victory  Boulevard,  Staten  Island,  New  York  10314 
(veitrr2003@yahoo.com) 

Frank  Rohrbacher,  5 Neva  Court 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19810,  (ROHRBAF@aol.com) 


Middle  Atlantic 


at  Swift  Creek  Res.,  Chestetfield,  VA  27  Jun 
(ph.  DSt  et  ah).  An  alternate-plumaged  Com- 
mon Loon  was  on  a Chesapeake,  VA  retention 
pond  29  Jun  (NF,  SL).  With  few  previous 
summer  records  on  the  Virginia  Coastal  Plain, 
a molting  Horned  Grebe  at  Dandy  Haven  Ma- 
rina, Hampton,  VA  2 Jun  (ph.  BW)  and  a 
breeding-plumaged  Horned  Grebe  at  Dividing 
Creek,  Kilmarnock,  Northumberland,  VA  12 
Jun  (TS)  were  very  unexpected.  An  approach- 
able Great  Shearwater  was  near  the  Chine, 
beach  18  Jun  (ph.  WL).  An  emaciated  Sooty 
Shearwater  brought  to  a Virginia  Beach,  VA 
rehabilitation  service  17  Jun  died  two  days 
later  (ph.  LB).  An  American  White  Pelican 
was  eastbound  at  Lynnhaven  Inlet,  Virginia 
Beach  12  Jun  (ABa).  The  resident,  likely  in- 
jured American  White  Pelican  stayed  through 
the  season  at  Blackwater  N.W.R.,  Dorchester, 
MD  (HTA,  m.ob.);  another  was  at  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay  Environmental  Center,  Queen 
Anne’s,  MD  28  Jul+  QD.  m.ob.).  On  29  Jun 
and  10  Jul,  2027  Brown  Pelican  chicks  were 
banded  at  four  South  Pt.  Marsh,  Accomack, 
VA  colonies  (fide  HTA).  A band  found  at  the 
site  had  been  placed  on  a Brown  Pelican  chick 
near  Ocracoke,  NC  25  Jul  1996  (DB,JW,  fide 
HTA).  A colony  on  Sandy  I.,  Northampton,  VA 
held  592  Brown  Pelican  pairs  (AW).  Some 
2487  Brown  Pelican  chicks  were  banded  in 
the  cen.  Bay  during  the  period  (fide  HTA). 
Observers  counted  158  Double-crested  Cor- 
morant nests  on  the  power-line  towers  adja- 
cent to  the  James  River  Bridge,  Newport 
News/Isle  of  Wight,  VA  3 Jul  (NF). 

HERONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

A Wreck  I.,  Northampton  heronry  survey  18 
Jun  counted  nesting  pairs  of  several  species:  72 
Great  Egret,  3 Little  Blue  Heron,  175  Tricol- 
ored Heron,  7 Black-crowned  Night-Heron,  29 
White  Ibis,  and  75  Glossy  Ibis  (DF,  RA  et  al). 
A mixed-species  heronry  near  the  Chin- 
coteague  causeway,  Accomack  held  three  White 
Ibis  pairs  10  Jun  (ME),  establishing  perhaps 


A=  Huntley  Meadows  County  Park 

★ nr  B=  Hunting  Creek 

- Washington,  D.C.  p^iuxeni  R.  Naval  Air  Station 
D=Pt.  Lookout  SP 


(Hampton  Roads  Bridge  Tunnel, 
Hampton/Norfolk,  VA);  Poplar 
(Poplar  I.,  Talbot,  MD). 


Mark  T.  Adams 
Matt  Hafner 


The  heat  was  relentless  this  summer, 
with  temperatures  above  normal  across 
the  entire  Region,  and  record  warmth 
logged  in  the  eastern  half  for  much  of  the  pe- 
riod. A record-tying  40.5°  C (105°  F)  was  reg- 
istered in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  for  example,  on 
both  24  and  25  July!  It  was  also  a dry  summer, 
with  less  precipitation  than  average  every- 
where other  than  far  southwestern  Virginia; 
long-term  dryness  in  the  Mid-Atlantic  led  to 
the  development  of  severe  drought  in  parts  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland.  The  heat  and  lack  of 
precipitation  undoubtedly  impacted  breeding 
success  for  many  species.  Nonetheless,  the 
season  featured  a range  of  avian  highlights  in- 
cluding Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck,  Great 
White  Heron,  White-faced  Ibis,  Arctic  Tern, 
and  Gray  Kingbird.  In  addition  to  our  many 
individual  contributors,  we  thank  Adam 
D’Onofrio,  YuLee  Lamer,  Robert  F.  Ringler, 
and  Bill  Williams  for  their  assistance  in  com- 
piling and  interpreting  the  season’s  records. 

Abbreviations:  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay);  Chine. 
(Chincoteague  N.W.R.,  Accomack,  VA)-, 
Craney  (Craney  Island  Disposal  Area, 
Portsmouth,  VA);  Dismal  (Great  Dismal 
Swamp  N.W.R.,  Suffolk/Chesapeake,  VA); 
Hog  (Hog  Island  W.M.A.,  Surry,  VA);  H.R.B.T. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
CORMORANTS 

The  5 Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  at  Catonsville,  Baltimore,  MD 
29  Jun-8Jul  (NB,  m.ob.)  were  pos- 
sibly the  same  5 birds  seen  31  May 
in  upstate  New  York  or  the  5-10 
seen  in  e.  Pennsylvania  30  May  and 
into  Jun.  A single  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck  visited  L.  Audubon,  Fairfax, 
VA  9-25  Jul  (CT,  fide  ML;  m.ob.).  Rare  in 
summer,  a Brant  was  an  unexpected  find  at 
Castaway’s  Campground,  Worcester,  MD  14 
Jun  (JT,  LS,  JD).  A male  Gadwall  was  at  Bak- 
er Park,  Frederick,  MD  (DW)  through  the  sea- 
son, providing  a rare  summer  record  for  the 
Piedmont.  Atypical  summer  waterfowl  at 
Craney  included  a male  American  Wigeon  22 
Jul  (BW,  RB,  SD);  2 Northern  Shovelers  4 Jun 
(BW,  RB,  SD)  and  one  29  Jul  (DC  et  al.);  and 
a Ruddy  Duck  8 Jul  (BW).  A hrst-cycle  male 
King  Eider  was  at  Poplar  27  Jul  QR)-  Four 
Common  Eiders  were  at  Ocean  City  Inlet, 
Worcester  (MH,  m.ob.)  through  the  season.  A 
male  Bufflehead  lingered  at  Quarterfield  Rd., 
Anne  Arundel,  MD  5-10  Jun  (KGr,  m.ob.). 
Though  there  were  multiple  intriguing  re- 
ports of  Common  Mergansers  in  Harford,  Bal- 
timore, and  Cecil,  MD  at  potential  nesting 
sites,  the  only  confirmed  nesting  for  this 
species  was  along  the  Potomac  R.,  as  in  previ- 
ous years.  Two  female  Commons  were  on  the 
James  R.  at  Richmond,  VA  3 Jul  (AB).  Al- 
though not  confirmed,  year-round  records  in- 
dicate probable  breeding  along  the  James  Riv- 
er. Rare  in  Jun  away  from  the  Bay  or  coast,  a 
Red-breasted  Merganser  was  a surprising  find 
at  Susquehanna  S.P.,  Harford  14  Jun  (RO). 

A Ruffed  Grouse  led  an  impressive  brood  of 
13  chicks  near  Paddy’s  Knob,  Highland,  VA  12 
Jun  (VK  et  al).  An  imm.  Common  Loon  was 
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Lingering  after  a relatively  strong  flight  of  the  species  to  the  Southeast  in  fall/winter  2009-2010,  this 
Common  Eider  was  still  at  Wise  Point,  Northampton  County,  Virginia  27  July  2010.  Photograph  by 
Pamela  Denmon/U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 


the  most  northerly  Atlantic 
coast  breeding  site.  Seven 
Great  Blue  Heron  nests  were  in 
a rookery  at  Windsor  Castle 
Park,  Smithfield,  Isle  of  Wight  5 
Jul  (EE).  A Great  Blue  Heron 
rookery  at  Sangers  Lane, 

Staunton,  VA  held  14  nests  that 
produced  45  young;  another  at 
Eranks  Mill,  Augusta.  VA  host- 
ed 19  nests  that  yielded  53 
young  (AL).  A Great  White 
Heron  was  an  excellent  find  at 
Et.  McHenry,  Baltimore  City, 

MD  4 Jun  (p.a.,  JP).  The  28 
Great  Egrets  over  Richmond  1 1 
Jul  (SR)  were  notable  and  may 
have  been  the  same  flock  re- 
ported at  Staunton  River  S.P, 

Halifax,  VA  the  same  day  QB). 

It  was  a good  summer  for  dis- 
persing Little  Blue  Herons:  up 
to  11  birds  were  at  Hughes 
Hollow  and  along  the  Potomac  R.  23  Jul-t-  (RO, 
MO),  setting  a new  high  count  for  Mont- 
gomery, MD.  A Little  Blue  Heron  at  Harper’s 
Ferry,  Washington,  MD  23-24  jul  was  one  of 
the  county’s  few  records.  A juv.  Little  Blue 
Heron  was  an  excellent  find  at  an  Albemarle, 
VA  pond  28  Jul  (SM);  and  3 juv.  Little  Blue 
Herons  were  at  Staunton  River  S.P.,  Halifax  31 
Jul  (PG).  Very  rare  on  the  Patuxent  R.,  Prince 
George’s,  MD,  at  least  3 Tricolored  Herons  were 
sighted  along  a two-mile  stretch  of  the  river  25 
Jul+  (RO,  DBy).  Single  American  Bitterns  were 
reported  in  Jul  from  three  Maryland  locations 
away  from  the  Lower  Bay  marshes  and  were 
likely  early  migrants.  Across  the  Region,  14 
White  Ibis  wandered  away  from  the  outer 
coast  and  inland  5 Jul+  (m.ob.).  Though  most 
were  singles,  5 imms.  were  at  Dameron  Marsh 
N.A.P.,  Northumberland  30  Jul  (TS).  An  imm. 
White  Ibis  at  Grayson,  VA  22-24  Jul  (RP  et  al.) 
was  the  farthest  inland.  Two  White-faced  Ibis 
visited  Chine.  16  & 18  Jun  (BA,  JV).  A single 
White-faced  Ibis  at  Truitt’s  Landing,  Worcester 
30  Jul  QL-S)  enabled  the  unusual  feat  of  seeing 
three  ibis  species  at  the  same  Maryland  loca- 
tion on  one  day. 

Notable  Mississippi  Kite  records  included  a 
subad.  at  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia 
N.W.R.,  Northampton  6 Jun  (LM)  and  singles 
in  Anne  Arundel  at  Ft.  Smallwood  1 Jun  (SRi) 
and  Ferndale  5 Jun  (SA,  KGr).  An  ad.  Missis- 
sippi Kite  was  at  Powell  Farm,  Halifax  24  Jul 
(PG  et  al),  a regular  area  for  the  species  since 
the  mid-1980s.  Two  ad.  and  a subad.  Missis- 
sippi Kites  soared  over  West  Springfield,  Fair- 
fax 20  JuH  (DSw),  another  breeding  location. 
The  Peregrine  Falcon  pair  in  Richmond 
fledged  3 young  successfully;  the  ads.  fre- 


quented the  downtown  Purple  Martin  roost 
and  fed  martins  to  their  young  12-13  Jul  (SR). 
A marsh  survey  at  Back  Bay  N.W.R.,  Virginia 
Beach  15  Jun  (DH  et  al.,fide  GM)  recorded  6 
King  Rails.  A Common  Moorhen  at  Swoope, 
Augusta  16-19  Jun  (AL)  provided  just  the  3rd 
county  summer  record;  one  at  Schoolhouse 
Pond,  Prince  George’s  7Jun-17Jul  (FS,  m.ob.) 
was  assumed  to  be  a migrant.  An  American 
Coot  at  Dyke  Marsh,  Faiifax  20  Jun  repre- 
sents the  first  summering  record  at  this  site 
since  2003;  2 coots  were  there  27  Jun  (KG, 
PK).  Single  Sandhill  Cranes  were  at  Bens  Pt., 
Queen  Anne’s  18-20  Jun  (fide  DS,  m.ob.),  the 
Naval  Academy  Dairy  Farm,  Anne  Arundel  30 
Jun  (DHa),  and  West  Meadow  Park,  Cecil  13 
Jul+  (fide  PV,  m.ob.) 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  SKIMMER 

The  2010  Virginia  plover  survey  coordinated 
by  the  Virginia  Department  of  Game  and  In- 
land Fisheries  documented  60  Wilson’s 
Plovers  (29  pairs,  2 apparently  unpaired  ads.) 
and  323  Piping  Plovers  (155  pairs,  13  sin- 
gles), all  confined  to  the  Atlantic  coastal  bar- 
rier islands,  mostly  in  Accomack  (RBo).  A juv. 
Wilson’s  Plover  at  Craney  22  Jul  (BW,  RB,  ph. 
SD,  GS)  furnished  one  of  very  few  records  for 
the  Region  away  from  the  Delmarva  beaches. 
A three-egg  Killdeer  nest  discovered  at 
Craney  1 Jul  (BW,  WM)  provided  a rather  late 
egg  date  for  the  Coastal  Plain.  The  32  Black- 
necked Stilts  at  Poplar  27  Jul  QR)  indicated 
their  breeding  success  on  this  dredge-spoil  is- 
land. The  peak  Black-necked  Stilt  count  in 
Virginia  was  11  birds  at  Chine.  19  Jun  (BA, 
JV).  Four  Black-necked  Stilt  nesting  pairs 
were  at  Craney  24  Jun,  with  downy  young 


seen  8 Jul  (RB  et  al.).  Ameri- 
can Avocet  reports  from 
Craney  included  12  birds  22 
Jul  (SD  et  al.)  and  14  birds  29 
Jul  (DC  et  al.).  Five  American 
Avocets  were  at  Hog  11  Jul 
(FD).  The  only  Maryland 
American  Avocet  reports  away 
from  the  Poplar/Hart-Miller 
spoil  islands  were  5 at  Brown 
Station  Landfill,  Prince 
George’s  10  Jul  (RO,  JH),  5 at 
Violette’s  Lock,  Montgomery 
10  Jul  (DCz),  one  at  Perryman 
Park,  Harford  29  Jul  (MJ),  and 
3 at  Tower  Gardens,  Queen 
Anne’s  29  Jul  (MS). 

A Western  Willet  was  at 
Tower  Gardens,  Queen  Aime’s 
27  Jul  (MS);  7 Westerns  were 
at  Poplar  27  Jul  QLS,  m.ob.). 
Transients  or  possibly  local 
breeders,  single  Spotted  Sand- 
pipers were  at  Dyke  Marsh,  Prince  William,  VA 

27  Jun  and  4 Jul  (KG,  MR),  An  Upland  Sand- 
piper at  Oland  Rd.,  Frederick  19-27  Jun  (KG  et 
al.)  was  probably  an  early  migrant,  though 
there  are  historical  breeding  records  from  the 
area.  Two  Upland  Sandpipers  were  near  Cape 
Charles  24  Jul  (HG,  fide  MB).  A Whimbrel  at 
Rumbly  Pt.,  Somerset,  MD  28  Jun  (HTA)  was 
an  early  fall  migrant.  Six  records  of  single 
Marbled  Godwits  were  reported  from  the 
Coastal  Plain  of  both  states  9 Jul+.  The  51  Red 
Knots  at  Skimmer  L,  Worcester  5 Jun  (RO, 
MO)  made  the  season’s  high  count;  3 lingered 
at  Grandview  Nature  Preserve,  Hampton,  VA 
through  2 Jun  (BW).  Fifty  Western  Sandpipers 
were  at  Hog  22  Jul  (FD).  A Stilt  Sandpiper  at 
Hughlett  Pt.,  Northumberland  18  Jul  (AB)  was 
early.  A Long-billed  Dowitcher  heard  at  Swan 
Harbor,  Harford  18  Jul  (JLS)  provided  a first 
county  record;  one  was  at  Craney  29  Jul  (DC, 
AM  et  al).  Three  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  visited 
Craney  29  Jul  (DC,  BW  et  al).  Single  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  were  at  Truitt’s  Landing,  Worcester 

28  Jun  (MH)  and  at  Poplar  27  Jul  QR  et  al);  2 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were  at  Truitt’s  Landing 
31  Jul  (TF,  GK  et  al.).  The  2 Red-necked 
Phalaropes  at  Craney  1 & 29  Jul  (BW  et  al.) 
were  the  season’s  only  reports. 

Laughing  Gull  nest-counters  tallied  1886 
on  the  H.R.B.T.  and  953  at  Grandview  Nature 
Preserve,  Hampton  (RB  et  al.)  in  early  Jun, 
plus  65  Herring  Gull  and  four  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  nests  (RB  et  al.).  The  peak  Less- 
er Black-backed  Gull  count  was  91  at  False 
Cape  S.P  and  Back  Bay  N.W.R.,  Virginia  Beach 
15  Jun  (DH  et  al,  fide  GM).  A Bonaparte’s 
Gull  at  Violette’s  Lock,  Montgomery  27  Jul 
(DCz)  was  quite  early.  Single  Gull-billed 
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Terns  were  notable  at  Hart-Miller  I.,  Baltimore 
1 Jun  (RFR)  and  at  Poplar  2 Jun  (JR).  Twen- 
ty-eight Gull-billed  Tern  nests  were  observed 
on  a West  Wire  Narrows  shell  pile  near  Chin- 
coteague,  Accomack  10  Jun  (ME);  and  26 
nests  were  reported  on  the  H.R.B.T.  in  mid- 
Jun  (RB  et  al).  The  H.R.B.T.  Royal  Tern 
colony  hosted  2415  pairs  (RB  et  al.);  48  Roy- 
al Tern  nests  were  on  a West  Wire  Narrows 
shell  pile  10  Jun  (ME).  On  Clump  I.,  Acco- 
mack, 1549  Royal  Tern  chicks  were  banded  9 
& 27  Jul;  40  more  were  banded  27  Jul  at  a site 
between  Wreck  1.  and  Ship  Shoal  I., 
Northampton  (DB,  JW  et  al,  fide  HTA).  Sand- 
wich Terns  successfully  bred  on  the  H.R.B.T., 
the  first  confirmed  nesting  in  Virginia  away 
from  the  state’s  Atlantic  barrier  islands.  An  in- 
cubating Sandwich  Tern  pair  was  observed  1 
Jun  (RB,  ph.  SD,  AM,  BW);  an  ad.  with  a 
downy  chick  was  seen  16  Jun  (ph.  BW);  and 
at  least  3 fledged  young  were  present  21  Jul 
(RB  et  al).  A Caspian  Tern  made  a brief  in- 
land stop  at  L.  Shenandoah,  Rockingham,  VA 
23  Jun  (DL).  A banded  Common  Tern  was 
discovered  16  Jun  among  the  1167  Common 
Tern  nesting  pairs  at  the  H.R.B.T.  (AM,  ph. 
BW  et  al).  Although  the  band  number  was 
readable,  the  prefix  was  not.  The  Bird  Banding 
Laboratory  determined  the  bird  was  banded 
either  27  Jun  2003  near  Milbridge,  ME  or  27 
Jun  2008  at  Great  Gull  I.,  NY  (fide  BW).  An 
amazing  2 Arctic  Terns  were  photographed 
in  Maryland:  an  ad.  at  Violette’s  Lock,  Mont- 
gomery 29-30  Jun  (DCz,  m.ob.),  and  a single 
on  the  Patuxent  R.,  Prince  George’s  5 Jul  (ph. 
FS).  The  highest  reported  Least  Tern  count 
was  551  at  Craney  22  Jul  (RB,  SD,  BW), 
though  Craney  hosted  only  72  nests  (RB  et 
al).  Although  they  abandoned  their  2009  at- 
tempt, 42  Least  Terns  nested  at  Lynnhaven 
Mall,  Virginia  Beach  (RBo)  this  year.  Least 
Terns  did  not  nest  at  Patrick  Henry  Mall, 
Newport  News  for  the  2nd  consecutive  year. 
A Black  Tern  at  Truitt’s  Landing,  Worcester  28 
Jun  (MH)  was  a fall  migrant.  Productivity  for 
the  115  Black  Skimmer  pairs  on  H.R.B.T.  was 
diminished  by  the  intense  nest  site  substrate 
heat,  which  exceeded  50°  C (120°  F) 
throughout  mid-Jul  (fide  BW). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Single  Black-billed  Cuckoos  were  heard  at  the 
Thompson  W.M.A.,  Fauquier,  VA  12  Jun  (WE) 
and  on  the  Mannboro  B.B.S.  route,  Dinwiddie, 
VA  18  Jun  (AD,  TT).  A Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
sucker  near  Greenville,  Augusta  19  jun  (AL) 
provided  a 2nd  summer  county  record.  The  8 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  recorded  on  the  Iron 
Mountain  B.B.S. , Grayson/Smyth,  VA  20  Jun 
(RL)  established  a new  high  count  for  this  Mt. 
Rogers  area  route.  A Gray  Kingbird  was  a one- 


day  wonder  at  Ft.  McHenry,  Baltimore  City  8 
Jun  OR  m.ob.).  Though  Loggerhead  Shrike 
was  a focus  of  the  Virginia  Society  of  Ornithol- 
ogy annual  breeding  bird  foray  in  Culpeper  and 
Fauquier,  12-20  Jun,  none  were  reported  de- 
spite heavy  sampling  in  areas  where  the 
species  has  been  previously  reported.  For  the 
2nd  consecutive  year,  a Warbling  Vireo  sum- 
mered at  Tuckahoe  L.  (m.ob.)  and  delighted 
county  listers  by  singing  from  the  Caroline, 
MD  side  of  the  lake.  A singing  Warbling  Vireo 
remained  at  Craney  from  the  spring  until  3 Jun 
(BW,  RB,  SD);  another  was  at  Newport  News 
Park,  Newport  News  18  Jun  (EE). 

For  at  least  the  4th  year  in  a row.  Purple 
Martins  used  Bradford  Pear  trees  in  Shockoe 
Bottom,  Richmond  as  a pre-migratory  staging 
roost.  From  2 Purple  Martins  8 Jun,  the  roost 
grew  to  700  birds  by  13  Jun.  More  than  3200 
Purple  Martins  were  reported  21  Jul,  and 
11,000+  martins  entered  the  pear  trees  31  Jul 
(SR,  JF  et  al.).  A recurring  Purple  Martin  roost 
at  Chantilly,  Fairfax  hosted  500+  birds  7 Jul, 
but  the  bamboo  stand  that  was  the  heart  of 
the  roost  was  bulldozed  by  21  Jul  (SJ).  A 
leucistic  or  albino  Barn  Swallow  in  Russell,  VA 
25  Jul  was  surprising  (TH).  A Cliff  Swallow 
nest  with  young  at  Springdale  Water  Gardens, 
Greenville,  Augusta  11  Jul  (TFo)  provided  a 
rare  county  breeding  record.  A new  Cliff 
Swallow  colony  was  discovered  under  a 
bridge  in  nw.  Page,  VA  4Jul  (RR).  Two  Brown- 
headed Nuthatches  made  a nice  hnd  on  Strat- 
ford Rd.,  Richmond  18  Jul  (AB).  Rare  in  sum- 
mer on  the  Virginia  Coastal  Plain,  2 Cedar 
Waxwings  were  along  Jericho  Ditch,  Dismal  1 
Jun  (NF);  7 were  sighted  on  the  e.  side  of  Dis- 
mal 14  Jun  (NF);  4 were  at  Northwest  River 
Park,  Chesapeake  29  Jun  (NF,  SL);  and  a sin- 
gle was  at  Dismal  headquarters  7 Jul  (NF). 

At  least  4 male  Yellow-rumped  Warblers 
were  singing  at  Tibbet  Knob,  Shenandoah,  VA  6 
Jun  O&hJL),  a larger  number  than  in  past 
years.  A male  Black-throated  Warbler  at  Little 
Difficult  Run  Stream  Valley  Park,  Fairfax  11 
Jun  (FA)  was  a surprising  Piedmont  find  in  the 
breeding  season.  A singing  ad.  male  Black- 
burnian Warbler  at  Crystal  Springs  Farm,  Anne 
Arundel  14  Jun  (MI)  was  presumably  a very 
late  migrant.  A singing  Blackpoll  Warbler  at 
Staunton  15  Jun  (LH)  provided  a rare  summer 
record.  Less  numerous  in  the  south  and  east,  a 
Worm-eating  Warbler  was  a nice  hnd  in  a res- 
idential yard  in  Chesterfield  31  Jul  (CC). 

Single  singing  White-throated  Sparrows 
were  at  Ft.  Smallwood,  Anne  Arundel  9 Jun 
(SRi);  at  Seabrook,  Prince  George’s  10  Jun 
(DM,  LF);  at  Arbutus,  Baltimore  30  Jun  (RH); 
and  in  Hampton,  VA  1-3  Jul  (BC).  A White- 
throated  Sparrow  with  an  injured  leg  re- 
mained at  Fair  Hill,  Cecil  15  Jul  (LS,  JT).  Very 


rare  in  Maryland  in  summer  away  from  its 
Garrett,  MD  breeding  areas,  a Dark-eyed  Jun- 
co  was  a notable  summer  find  at  Darnestown, 
Montgomery  10  Jul  (DSi).  Three  Boat-tailed 
Crackles  were  at  Ragged  Island  W.M.A.,  Isle  of 
Wight  4 Jul  (NF,  EE),  and  6 were  present  there 
27  Jul  (NF);  the  species  is  scarce  here  and 
rarely  found  farther  upriver.  Rare  in  summer 
in  Worcester,  a Dickcissel  was  notable  at  Pub- 
lic Landing  23  Jun  (JE).  Single  Dickcissels 
were  also  welcome  sights  in  Virginia  along 
Rte.  775  in  Augusta  3-6  Jun  (AL);  at  Reming- 
ton, Fauquier  4-10  Jun  (CL,  VK  et  al.);  at 
Nokesville,  Prince  William  13  Jun  (KG);  and 
on  Rte.  603,  Fauquier  19  Jun  (AB).  A juv.  Pine 
Siskin  was  at  a feeder  in  Blue  Grass,  Highland 
1 Jun  (PR);  another  visited  California,  St. 
Mary’s,  MD  5 Jul  (TB). 

Contributors:  Bill  Akers,  Dave  Anderton, 
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John  Dennehy,  Shirley  Devan,  Adam 
D’Onofrio,  Wendy  Ealding,  Jennifer  Elmer, 
Elisa  Enders,  Mike  Erwin,  Tom  Feild,  Dot 
Field,  Nick  Flanders,  Tish  Folsom  (TFo),  Jan- 
ice Frye,  Lynnette  Fullerton,  Hans  Gabler, 
Kurt  Gaskill,  Paul  Glass,  Kevin  Graff  (KGr), 
Dan  Haas  (DHa),  Matt  Hafner,  Lisa  Hamilton, 
Rick  Hollis,  Scott  Houston,  John  Hubbell, 
David  Hughes,  Tom  Hunter,  Marshall  Iliff, 
Mark  Johnson,  Steve  Johnson,  Phil  Kenny, 
Geraldine  King,  Val  Kitchens,  Alan  Lamer, 
William  Leigh,  Jeff  Lemons,  Diane  Lepkow- 
ski,  Richard  Lewis,  Jon  61  B.J.  Little,  Steve 
Living,  Candice  Lowther,  Mark  Ludlow,  Will 
Martin,  Andy  McGann,  Stauffer  Miller,  Gera- 
lyn  Mireles,  Libby  Mojica,  Dave  Mozur- 
kewich,  Mike  Ostrowski,  Robert  Ostrowski, 
David  Palmer,  Robert  Perkins,  Jim  Peters,  Jan 
Reese,  Patti  Reum,  Marc  Ribaudo,  Sue  Riccia- 
rdi  (SRi),  Sue  Ridd,  Rich  Rieger,  Robert  E 
Ringler,  Tom  Saunders,  Mark  Schilling,  Fred 
Shaffer,  Don  Simonson  (DSi),  Dan  Small, 
Giselle  Spahr,  Leslie  Starr,  James  L.  Stasz,  Dar- 
ken Stigall  (DSt),  Donald  Sweig  (DSw), 
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A high-pressure  feature  anchored  over 
eastern  and  southern  states  throughout 
the  period  kept  temperatures  very  high 
this  summer.  The  Carolinas  experienced  one 
of  their  hottest  summers  on  record,  and  record 
highs  were  broken  at  hundreds  of  weather  sta- 
tions across  all  three  states.  It  was  even  diffi- 
cult to  escape  the  heat  at  night,  as  record  high 
minimum  temperatures  were  also  logged  in 
many  locations.  Despite  a few  local  severe 
storms  that  dropped  large  amounts  of  rain 
over  small  areas  (particularly  in  the  central 
Carolinas),  precipitation  was  well  below  aver- 
age. By  the  end  of  period,  areas  of  abnormally 
dry  conditions  began  to  appear  on  the  United 
States  Drought  Monitor  in  all  three  states,  par- 
ticularly in  North  Carolina.  The  breeding  sea- 
son delivered  good  news  for  several  species  of 
conservation  concern  in  Georgia,  with  Wood 
Storks,  Swallow-tailed  Kites,  and  Wilson’s 
Plovers  all  recorded  in  record  numbers  thanks 
to  stepped-up  monitoring  efforts.  With  severe 
weather  thwarting  a planned  release  in  Texas, 
Georgia  biologists  were  happy  to  receive  and 
successfully  release  large  numbers  of  rehabili- 
tated Brown  Pelicans  from  the  disastrous  oil 
spill  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  WADERS 

As  many  as  15  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
were  present  throughout  the  summer  at 
Phinizy  Swamp  Nature  Park,  Richmond,  GA 
(LS,  m.ob.),  with  a pair  apparently  using  a 
nest  cavity;  8 birds,  seemingly  paired,  were  at 
Donnelly  W.M.A.,  SC  18  Jun  (LD),  with  at 
least  4 continuing  through  the  end  of  Jul 
(RCl).  A resident  Snow  Goose  continued  in 
Walton,  GA  5 Jun  (JS),  while  an  apparently 
healthy  Ross’s  Goose  remained  in  Hony,  SC  3 
Jul  (RL),  providing  the  hrst  summer  record 
for  the  state.  Making  a very  unusual  mid- 
summer appearance  was  a male  Canvasback 
on  L.  Horton,  GA  26  Jun  (ph.  SM).  While  a 
male  Ring-necked  Duck  remained  at  Salem 
L.,  NC  through  the  end  of  the  period,  anoth- 


er had  apparently  departed  Clayton,  GA  by 
mid-Jun  (CL).  Several  leftover  Common  Ei- 
ders remained  in  coastal  areas:  one  at  the 
Rachel  Carson  Reserve,  NC  7 Jun  Qh  PG); 
one  at  the  Little  River  Inlet,  SC  9 Jun  (fide 
KCF);  2 at  Cape  Point,  Buxton,  NC  in  late  Jul 
(RD,  P&NM);  and  one  at  Oregon  Inlet,  NC 
through  the  end  of  the  period  Ok,  AW,  m.ob.). 

Off  Hatteras,  NC,  a dark-morph  Herald  Pe- 
trel (Trinidade  Petrel)  was  seen  24  Jul,  a Pea’s 
Petrel  1 Jun,  and  350  Great  Shearwaters  10 
Jul  (BPl).  Single  Great  Shearwaters  from 
shore  were  noted  at  Folly  Beach,  SC  12  Jun 
(CSn),  Ossabaw  L,  GA  14  Jun  (TK),  St. 
Catherines  1.,  GA  16  Jun  (TK),  and  Isle  of 
Palms,  SC  7 Jul  (DA);  dead  birds  were  on 
Blackbeard  L,  GA  7 Jul  (TK);  and  Ossabaw  I., 
GA  8 Jul  (TK),  and  several  were  found  mori- 
bund or  dead  on  South  Carolina  beaches  in 
Jul  as  well  (fide  TK).  Four  Manx  Shearwaters 
off  Hatteras  10  Jul  (BPl)  provided  a good  mid- 
summer count;  rarely  seen  from  shore,  2 
Audubon’s  Shearwaters  were  at  Isle  of  Palms, 
SC  7 Jul  (DA).  Also  unusual  so  close  to  land 
were  2 Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  at  Pea  Island 
N.W.R.,  NC  31  Jul  (RD).  An  ad.  White-tailed 
Tropicbird  was  off  Hatteras  31  Jul  (BPl). 

Wood  Storks  nested  in  record  numbers  in 
Georgia  this  season,  with  more  than  2500 
nests  counted  during  aerial  surveys  (fide  TK). 


The  spike  was  attributed  to  high  nest  failure 
rates  in  Florida  due  to  severe  weather,  with 
birds  moving  northward  to  re-nest;  at  least 
two  such  occurrences  were  verified  via  satel- 
lite-tracked individuals  (fide  TK).  A juv.  Mag- 
nihcent  Frigatebird  was  spotted  over  Ocean 
Isle,  NC  26  Jul  (ph.  DR).  An  Anhinga  in  Rock- 
dale, GA  31  Jul  (NF)  was  near  the  edge  of  its 
range  in  that  state.  Typical  were  several  re- 
ports of  roaming  American  White  Pelicans 
across  the  Region  in  mid-Jun,  but  unexpected 
were  2 Brown  Pelicans  far  inland  at  F. 
Oconee,  GA  8 Jun  (CM).  Georgia  biologists 
were  proud  to  participate  in  the  release  of 


140+  of  the  latter  species  in  Brunswick,  GA 
29  Jun  and  6 Jul  (TK),  after  rehabilitation 
from  being  oiled  during  the  Deepwater  Hori- 
zon spill  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  color-coded 
bands  indicated  the  birds  had  dispersed  over 
a wide  area  n.  to  Sapelo  1.  and  s.  to  Little 
Cumberland  1.  by  the  end  of  the  period  (fide 
TK).  Least  Bitterns  again  summered  in  Bar- 
tow, GA  and  appeared  to  be  delivering  food 
12  Jun  (KB,  ph.  DS);  one  was  at  the  wetlands 
near  the  Goldsboro  W.T.P.,  NC  24  Jul  (ED, 
GH).  Notable  post-breeding  dispersal  sight- 
ings included  a Tricolored  Heron  far  inland  in 
Floyd,  GA  26  Jul  (SS)  and  a Black-crowned 
Night-Heron  in  Mutray,  GA  26  Jul  QSp)-  In 
contrast  to  the  unprecedented  dispersal  of  the 
previous  summer.  Roseate  Spoonbill  sightings 
were,  if  anything,  slightly  below  average:  the 
highest  count  was  27  at  Little  St.  Simons  L, 
GA  22  Jul  (LT). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

Strongly  suspected  of  breeding  in  the  state  but 
yet  to  be  conhrmed,  Swallow-tailed  Kites  in 
North  Carolina  included  one  near  L.  Gaston 
11  Jun  (fide  LG)  and  one  carrying  a snake  in 
Stanley  18  Jun  (fide  DB).  Farther  south,  a 2nd 
year  of  multi-state  aerial  surveys  of  Swallow- 
tailed Kite  roosts  provided  good  data  for  this 


species  of  conservation  concern:  on  28  Jul  a 
record  496  were  detected  along  the  Savannah, 
Altamaha,  and  Satilla  Rivers  in  Georgia;  the 
species  was  not  observed  roosting  with  Mis- 
sissippi Kites  (as  in  other  states)  but  was 
found  with  White  Ibis;  hnally  the  much  high-  > 
er  numbers  in  Georgia  interestingly  correlat- 
ed with  a 60%  decrease  at  Florida’s  largest 
roost  from  the  previous  year  (all  TK).  A male 
Northern  Harrier  cruising  over  the  marshes 
on  Roanoke  L,  NC  19  Jun  QL)  was  in  close 
proximity  to  a semi-annual  summering  site 
on  Bodie  Island.  A Peregrine  Falcon  flew  low 
over  the  heads  of  surprised  observers  in  Dil- 


This  wandering  juvenile  Magnificent  Frigatebird  soared  over  Ocean  Isle,  North  Carolina  on  26  July  2010.  This  species  has  be- 
come a more  regular  visitor  to  the  state's  coast  in  recent  years.  Photograph  by  David  Rintoul. 
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lard,  Rabun,  GA  18  Jun  (PM  et  al.);  nesting  is 
suspected  in  the  area  of  nearby  Rabun  Bald 
but  has  not  been  confirmed. 

Up  to  4 Black  Rails  were  present  through- 
out the  period  at  the  annual  nesting  site  in 
Greene,  GA  (PWS).  An  ad.  Purple  Gallinule 
was  quite  conspicuous,  walking  atop  land- 
scaping shrubbery  in  Duck,  NC  10-13  Jun 
(ph.  JL);  another  was  at  the  Goldsboro  W.T.P, 
NC  12  Jun  (ED,  GH).  A Snowy  Plover  on  Bear 
I.,  Hammocks  Beach  S.P.,  NC  8-11  Jun  (SB  et 
al.)  may  have  been  the  same  individual  as  seen 
there  in  summer/fall  2009.  Biologists  in  Geor- 
gia conducted  a Wilson’s  Plover  survey  that 
spanned  the  entire  coastline  of  the  state:  as 
many  as  350  nesting  pairs  were  documented, 
many  with  chicks,  which  is  triple  the  number 
recorded  during  the  last  concerted  effort  10 
years  earlier;  improved  habitat,  conservation 
measures,  and  forgiving  tides  all  played  a role 
in  this  year’s  surge  in  successful  breeding  (all 
TK).  A Piping  Plover  on  Portsmouth  I.,  NC  13 
Jul  (fide  PDo)  had  a story  to  tell:  it  was  band- 
ed in  the  Bahamas  in  Feb  and  had  fledged  4 
chicks  near  Watch  Hill,  RI  this  spring.  After 
what  was  hopefully  a successful  breeding  sea- 
son, a male  Whimbrel  satellite-tagged  on  the 
Georgia  coast  the  previous  winter  was  on 
Coats  I.  in  Hudson  Bay  31  Jul  (<'www.seatur- 
tle.org>).  Large  s.  movements  of  some  shore- 
birds  are  likely  underway  in  earnest  earlier 
than  previously  understood,  as  indicated  by 
data  gathered  during  increased  surveys 
around  the  mouth  of  the  Altamaha  R.  in  Geor- 
gia: 2 Whimbrel,  3 Long-billed  Curlews,  20 
Marbled  Godwits,  and  500  Short-billed  Dow- 
itchers  8 Jul  (TK);  and  120  Semipalmated 
Sandpipers  16  Jul  (BW,  fide  TK).  All  of  these 
records  either  tie  or  are  earlier  than  any  previ- 
ously published  that  were  considered  to  be  fall 
arrivals  in  the  state,  with  the  exception  of  the 
sandpiper  (short  by  only  five  days).  The  pres- 
ence of  so  many  individuals  on  such  early 
dates,  along  with  recent  data  provided  by  2 
Marbled  Godwits  completing  full  migration 
cycles  by  the  first  week  of  Jul,  provide  new  ev- 
idence of  increasingly  early  breeding  and  mi- 
gration phenology  in  some  shorebird  species, 
although  the  presence  of  “summering”  non- 
breeders in  some  locations  clouds  the  picture 
somewhat.  A Wilson’s  Phalarope  was  a good 
find  in  Gordon,  GA  21  Jul  QSp). 

A Sooty  Tern  accompanied  Black  Terns  off 
Bald  Head  1.,  NC  29  Jul  QE  et  al),  and  80+ 
Sooties  were  recorded  off  Hatteras,  NC  31  Jul 
(BPI).  Among  several  colonies  of  Least  Terns 
that  nest  on  rooftops  around  Morehead  City, 
NC  was  a lower-than-average  high  count  of 
100  on  a Rite- Aid  pharmacy  29  Jun  QF).  Biol- 
ogists were  pleased  to  observe  over  1000  Roy- 
al Tern  chicks  and  several  Black  Skimmer 


SOUTHERN  ATLANTIC 


Looking  somewhat  out  of  place,  this  Purple  Gallinule  spent  several  days  (here  10 
June  2010)  in  Duck,  Dare  County,  North  Carolina  picking  through  landscaping  shrub- 
bery. Photograph  by  Jeff  Lewis. 


Proudly  perched  above  her  second  brood  of  the  summer  was  this  adult  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  (far  right)  in  Piedmont,  South  Carolina  on  20  July  2010.  Photograph  by 
JeffCatlin. 


chicks  on  the  dredge  spoil 
island  near  Brunswick,  GA  1 
Jul  (TK).  A South  Polar 
Skua  was  off  Hatteras,  NC 
mid-Jun,  where  2 were  ob- 
served 10  Jul  (both  BPI). 

Rarely  seen  from  shore,  a 
Pomarine  Jaeger  was  harass- 
ing Royal  Terns  at  Isle  of 
Palms,  SC  7 Jul  (DA).  A 
White-winged  Dove  was  in 
Seminole,  GA  28  Jul  (DH).  A 
pair  of  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
suckers,  a very  rare  and  lo- 
cal breeding  species  in  the  s. 

Appalachians,  was  feeding 
young  at  a nest  cavity  near 
Bass  L.  in  Blowing  Rock,  NC 
8 Jun  (ph.  JL);  one  was  on 
Pond  Mt.,  NC  3-4  Jun  (CK); 
and  one  in  Clarke,  GA  20 
Jun  (RH)  was  almost  cer- 
tainly a wayward  bird  and 
not  on  breeding  grounds. 

FLYCATCHERS 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

As  many  as  7 Alder  Fly- 
catchers were  present  on 
Roan  Mt.,  NC  throughout 
the  period  (RK).  Single  Wil- 
low Flycatchers  in  Greens- 
boro, NC  mid-May-Jun 
(HL)  and  in  Clayton,  GA  30 
May-15  Jun  (KM,  LSn, 
m.ob.)  were  near  the  e.  and 
s.  limits  of  the  species’ 
breeding  range  in  the  Re- 
gion, respectively;  a high 
count  of  8 was  notable  at 
the  annual  breeding  site  in 
Blairsville,  GA  6 Jun  (KB, 

JM).  Least  Flycatchers  again  summered  on 
Hale  Ridge  Rd.,  GA,  with  4 present  19  Jun 
(RH,  KG).  A male  'Vermilion  Flycatcher  was 
an  astounding  mid-summer  discovery  on 
Ocean  Isle,  NC  20  Jul  (CD),  providing  only 
the  5th  state  record.  Likewise  surprising  was 
a Western  Kingbird  near  Columbia,  NC  25 
Jun  OF),  the  3rd  summer  record  for  the  state. 
A pair  of  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  began 
nesting  activities  in  Piedmont,  SC  14  Jun  (LB, 
m.ob.)  and  was  thoroughly  documented 
throughout  the  period:  the  pair  successfully 
raised  two  broods,  with  3 fledglings  observed 
being  fed  16  Jun  (C&SG)  and  again  20  Jul 
(TA  et  al).  Near  the  e.  edge  of  the  species’ 
breeding  range  was  a pair  of  ad.  Tree  Swal- 
lows feeding  young  at  Bethabara  Park,  Win- 
ston-Salem, NC  11  Jun  (PD,  TMa);  a pair 
nesting  in  a bluebird  box  in  Bibb,  GA  (R&JP) 


was  near  the  known  s.  limit  of  expansion.  A 
House  Wren  in  Macon,  GA  1 Jun  (Tl)  like- 
wise represented  the  s.  frontier  of  its  breeding 
expansion.  Possibly  indicative  of  successful 
nesting  were  6 Golden-crowned  Kinglets  on 
Hale  Ridge  Rd.,  GA  18  Jun  (PM  et  al),  at  the 
same  site  where  nest-building  was  observed 
in  spring;  one  on  the  coast  in  Manteo,  NC  de- 
fied explanation  10-21  Jun  QL). 

An  excellent  count  of  16  Veeries  was 
recorded  at  Brasstown  Bald,  GA  1 (KB,  JM). 
Strongly  suspected  of  nesting  in  the  state  but 
yet  to  be  fully  documented,  3 Swainson’s 
Thrushes  were  detected  on  the  Appalachian 
Trail  in  Aveiy,  NC  in  mid-Jun  (fide  KC).  As 
many  as  5 singing  Magnolia  Warblers  were  on 
Roan  Mt.,  NC  8 Jun-6  Jul  (RK),  the  only 
known  nesting  site  in  the  Region.  Very  excit- 
ing was  the  observation  of  an  ad.  Yellow- 
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Well  north  of  the  known  breeding  range  along  the  fall  line,  this  male  Painted  Bunting  in  Gwinnett  County,  Georgia  18  July 
2010  had  been  present  since  spring,  with  a female  in  the  same  area  during  the  period  as  well.  Photograph  by  Luke  Theodorou. 


After  a pair  of  adults  was  seen  earlier  in  the  month,  two  juvenile  Pine  Siskins  were 
photographed  in  Rabun  County,  Georgia  27  June  2010  at  the  southernmost  regular 
breeding  site  in  eastern  North  America.  Photograph  by  Darlene  Moore. 

rumped  Warbler  feeding  a juv.  on  the  Ap- 
palachian Trail  in  Avay,  NC  in  carlyjun  (TH), 
providing  the  hrst  conhnned  breeding  record 
for  the  Region.  Another  pair  was  on  Roan  Mt., 

NC  8Jun-6  Jul  (RK),  though  nesting  activity 
was  not  confirmed.  A juv.  Black-throated 


Green  Warbler  at  Kenne- 
saw  Mountain  National 
Battleheld  Park,  Cobb,  GA 
24  Jul  (KB,  RC)  and  an  ad. 
with  a recently  Hedged  juv. 
there  27  jul  (GB)  were  in- 
triguing; the  species  has 
been  suspected  of  nesting  at 
the  site  for  years  but  has  yet 
to  be  confirmed.  A hopeful 
sign  for  a declining  species 
was  a female  Cerulean  War- 
bler in  Rabun,  GA  18  Jun 
(PM  et  al.)  in  a possible 
breeding  area. 

As  many  as  10  Vesper 
Sparrows  were  observed  in 
helds  and  fallow  Christmas 
tree  plots  on  Pond  Mt., 
Ashe,  NC  3-4  Jun  (CK), 
while  one  or  2 were  on 
Round  Bald,  Roan  Mt.,  NC 
throughout  the  season 
(RK).  Lark  Sparrows  again 
nested  successfully  at  Car- 
olina Sandhills  N.W.R.,  SC, 
where  2 ads.  and  2 fledg- 
lings were  present  19  Jun 
(RCl  et  ah).  Two  singing 
Savannah  Sparrows  were 
detected  on  a B.B.S.  route  in  Alleghany,  NC  20 
Jun  (ML)  at  the  same  location  where  4 were 
present  the  previous  summer.  A White- 
throated  Sparrow  at  a feeder  in  Gastonia,  NC 
9 Jun  (ST)  was  quite  late.  An  ad.  Rose-breast- 
ed Grosbeak  with  2 juvs.  on  Standingstone 


Mt.,  Greenville,  SC  24  Jun  (MC)  represent  the 
hrst  likely  nesting  of  the  species  in  that  state; 
though  adjacent  to  breeding  grounds  in  the 
Cohutta  Mts.,  a male  at  only  580  m elevation 
in  Fannin,  GA  14  Jul  (TS)  was  quite  unusual. 
Much  farther  inland  than  known  breeding  ar- 
eas near  the  fall  line,  a male  Painted  Bunting 
from  spring  was  still  present  in  Buford,  Gwin- 
nett, GA  18  Jul  (fide  KT,  ph.  LT),  when  it  was 
observed  with  a female.  Dickcissels  nested  at 
many  sites  in  the  Piedmont  and  Coastal  Plain 
of  Georgia,  and  at  two  regular  sites  in  North 
Carolina.  Rare  and  local  breeders  at  high  ele- 
vations in  the  n.  reaches  of  the  Region,  at  least 
5 Bobolinks,  including  both  sexes,  were  pres- 
ent in  a grassy  area  near  Boone,  NC  in  Jun 
(CS,  IK).  A single  Red  Crossbill  flew  over 
Brasstown  Bald,  GA  7 Jun  (KB,  JM);  several 
were  observed  along  the  Flat  Creek  Trail  in 
Great  Smoky  Mountains  N.P  26  Jun  (CK),  in- 
cluding a female  carrying  nesting  material;  2 
males  were  on  nearby  Clingmans  Dome  7 Jul 
(PR).  A pair  of  ad.  Pine  Siskins  was  at  the 
only  known  regular  nesting  area  in  Georgia, 
on  Hale  Ridge  Rd.  19  Jun  (ph.  RH,  KG);  2 re- 
cently fledged  juvs.  were  present  in  the  same 
spot  27  Jun  (BL  et  ah);  and  noteworthy  was  a 
mid-summer  count  of  30+  in  Haywood,  NC  5 
Jul  (WF,  RS). 
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Temperatures  were  near  normal  through- 
out Florida  over  June  and  July.  The 
summer  weather  systems  were  unevent- 
ful until  Tropical  Depression  Bonnie  made 
landfall  23  July  just  south  of  Miami;  the  storm 
exited  into  the  Gulf  through  Collier  County. 
Wind  gusts  up  to  35  knots  reached  north  to 
Orlando.  Relatively  little  rainfall  was  associat- 
ed with  the  system,  and  the  summer  ended 
with  a slight  deficit  throughout  the  peninsula. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  big  bend  (the  part 
of  Florida  from  the  Apalachicola  R.  and 
through  Jefferson)',  FLMNFf  (Florida  State 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  Gainesville);  L. 
Apopka  (L.  Apopka  Restoration  Area,  in  Or- 
ange unless  otherwise  stated);  panhandle 
(that  part  of  Florida  from  the  Apalachicola  R. 
through  Escambia)',  Paynes  Prairie  (Paynes 
Prairie  Preserve  S.P,  Alachua)'  record  (only 
those  reports  verifiable  from  photograph, 
videotape,  or  specimen  evidence);  report  (any 
observation);  S.T.A.  (Stormwater  Treatment 
Area);  S.T.F  (Spray  Treatment  Fields). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

In  under  20  years.  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  have  expanded  their  Florida  range 
from  the  Everglades  to  the  n.  peninsula,  and 
this  season  w.  to  the  big  bend,  where  8 were 
noted  at  Alligator  Point,  Franklin  2 Jun  QM). 
Two  Mute  Swans  that  summered  at  Merritt  Is- 
land N.W.R.,  BrevardA/olusia  (DF,  MBr)  were 
of  unknown  provenance;  free-flying  swans 
have  been  at  various  loeations  in  n.  Brevard 
for  several  years;  and  a pair  successfully  bred 
at  Viera  in  2009.  Several  Blue-winged  Teal  ap- 
parently summered  in  the  cen.  peninsula 
(HR,  CFi,  DF,  RoS),  but  there  were  no  nesting 


attempts  reported  for  this  occa- 
sional breeder.  Lingering  water- 
fowl  included  a Northern  Shovel- 
er  at  L.  Seminole,  Pinellas  19  Jun 
Qay  Jones);  a Redhead  at  Guana 
River  W.M.A.,  St.  Johns  11  Jul 
(MaH  et  al);  single  Lesser  Scaup 
at  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.,  Volusia 
27  Jun  (MBr),  New  Port  Richey, 
Pasco  2 Jul  (KT),  and  Pinellas 
Park  19  Jul  (fide  RoS);  a Red- 
breasted Merganser  at  St.  Marks 
N.W.R.,  Wakulla  5 Jun  QSi);  and  a 
Ruddy  Duck  at  Tierra  Verde, 
Pinellas  22Jun-18Jul  (RoS,  CFi). 

A Common  Loon  at  Alligator 
Point  26  Jun  QM)  was  late.  There 
were  no  major  seabird  wrecks  this 
season,  but  28  Great  Shearwaters 
were  brought  to  a rehab  center  in  Volusia  8 
Jun-7  Jul  (MBr),  part  of  a widespread  die-off. 
One  was  taken  to  a rehab  center  in  Okaloosa 
30  Jun  (DnW),  and  several  were  12-20  km  off 
Clearwater  Beach,  Pinellas  14  Jul  (2)  and  30 
Jul  (one;  Stan  Czaplicki);  this  species  is  ex- 
pected on  the  Atlantic  but  is  rare  on  the  Gulf. 
Storm-petrels  remained  well  offshore  in  the  At- 
lantic, with  4 Wilson’s,  2 Leach’s,  and  a Band- 
rumped  identified  33-83  km  off  Ponce  de  Leon 
Inlet,  Volusia  13  Jun  (MBr,  BW).  Masked  Boo- 


bies were  found  moribund  or  dead  at  three 
Gulf  locations  away  from  Dry  Tortugas  N.P., 
Monroe:  Gulf  Islands  N.S.,  Escambia  12  Jun 
(fide  RAD);  Bay  28  Jun  (*FLMNH;Jidc  RAD); 
and  Cedar  Keys  N.W.R.,  Levy  ca.  22  Jun  (ph. 
Doug  Maple).  Brown  Pelicans  wandered  in- 
land to  The  Villages,  Sumter  11  Jun  (Jim  Dins- 
more),  Altamonte  Springs,  Seminole  1 Jun 
(Paul  Hueber),  and  L.  Apopka  2 Jul  (HR), 


where  this  species  now  occurs  with  some  reg- 
ularity. A Magnihcent  Frigatebird  soaring  over 
Cedar  Key  24  Jun  (RRo)  had  been  wing-tagged 
in  Barbuda,  Lesser  Antilles  four  months  earlier 
(Sarah  Trefry).  Other  singles  roamed  n.  to 
Anastasia  S.P.,  St.Johns  13 Jul  (Gian  Basili)  and 
Bald  Point  S.P.,  Franklin  10  Jul  (JSi).  Reddish 
Egrets  rarely  venture  far  from  the  coast,  so  one 
at  Colt  Creek  S.P,  Polk  17  Jul  (RM,  CR)  was 
exciting.  A White-faced  Ibis  at  Trinity,  Pasco  22 
JuH  (ph.  KT  et  al.)  furnished  the  hrst  record 
for  the  county  and  one  of  few  for  summer  in 
the  state.  A Wood  Stork  near  Century,  Escam- 
bia 3 Jul  (E.  Barnett,  Michael  Jordan)  was  rare. 

Congregations  of  66  Mississippi  Kites  at 
Eort  Walton  Beach,  Okaloosa  28  Jul  (Ed  Kwa- 
ter)  and  108  at  Paynes  Prairie  14  Jul  (RRo) 
were  impressive,  while  an  ad.  Mississippi  Kite 
at  Merritt  1.  24  Jun-6  Jul  (DP)  was  unusual. 
Only  one  pair  of  White-tailed  Kites  nested  at 
Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  S.P,  Okeechobee 
(DS),  where  as  many  as  three  pairs  have  at- 
tempted to  breed  in  past  seasons.  A Snail  Kite 
at  Broadmoor  Marsh,  Brevard  24  Jun  (DF)  was 
rare  for  the  county.  A Crested  Caracara  at  Mer- 
ritt Island  N.W.R.,  Brevard  12  Jul  (TD)  was  un- 
expected at  that  coastal  location.  A Cooper’s 
Hawk  at  Big  Pine  Key,  Monroe  9 Jul  (LMa)  was 
late.  Short-tailed  Hawks  are  now  rare-but-reg- 
ular  sumtner  residents  throughout  the  cen. 


peninsula,  with  birds  reported  as  far  n.  as  Vo- 
lusia (MBr);  although  the  21  Jun  Volusia  bird 
was  a light  morph,  most  reports  at  the  n.  ex- 
treme of  the  range  involve  dark  morphs. 

RAILS  THROUGH  LARIDS 

A Black  Rail  flushed  in  Everglades  N.P.,  Mia- 
mi-Dade  30  Jul  (Michelle  Davis)  was  near 
where  one  was  heard  8 Apr  (Trey  Mitchell, 


Two  Great  Shearwaters,  rare  off  Florida's  Gulf  coast,  were  found  20  kilometers  from  Clearwater  Beach,  Pinellas  County  on  14 


July  2010.  Photograph  by  Stan  Czaplicki. 
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A White-faced  Ibis  at  Trinity  22  July  2010  (here)  and  later  was  the  first  documented  for  Pasco  County  and  one  of  few  for  the 
summer  period  in  Florida.  Photograph  by  Ken  Tracey. 


Roberto  Torres).  At  Fort  Walton  Beach  S.T.F, 
a Purple  Galliniile  1 Jun  (DnW)  was  unusual. 
Irregular  breeders  in  the  state,  a pair  of  Amer- 
ican Coots  successfully  hatched  3 chicks  at 
Viera  Wetlands  28  Jun  (ph.  TD  et  ah).  An  al- 
ternate-plumaged  Black-bellied  Plover  at 
Fiomestead,  Miami-Dadc;  26  Jun  (Brian 
Rapoza)  may  have  been  late  or  early.  Snowy 
and  Wilsons  Plovers  nested  successfully  at  Ft. 
Myers  Beach,  Lee  this  season  (CE  et  ah).  Pip- 
ing Plovers  arriving  at  Ft.  De  Soto  Park,  Pinel- 
las 18  Jul  (2;  CFi)  and  Big  Talbot  Island  S.P., 
Duval  19  Jul  (one;  PLe)  were  on  schedule. 
Probably  the  same  imm.  American  Oyster- 
catcher  that  had  been  banded  in  New  Jersey 
and  observed  on  the  Gulf  at  Little  Estero  Is- 


land Critical  Wildlife  Area,  Lee  15  May  was 
again  found  there  10  Jul  (CE).  American  Av- 
ocets  lingered  at  several  locations  in  the  s. 
peninsula,  with  a high  of  5 at  Merritt  Island 
N.W.R.,  Brevard  14  Jun  (TD);  one  at  S.T.A.  5, 
Hendry  17  Jul  (Margaret  England  et  ah),  an 
area  closed  to  the  public  and  surveyed 
monthly,  could  not  be  assigned  a status,  nor 
could  a Whimbrel  at  Tbree-Rooker  I.,  Pinellas 
25  Jun  (S.  Mann).  Two  breeding  pairs  of  Wil- 
lets  at  Opal  Beach,  Escambia  were  the  hrst  to 
breed  in  the  w.  panhandle  “in  decades” 
(L&RAD).  Regular,  but  rare  inland,  a single 
Willet  was  at  Newnans  L.,  Alachua  17  Jul 
Oohn  Hintermister).  Long-billed  Curlews  put 
on  a strong  showing,  with  singles  on  the  Gulf 


at  Tyndall  A.EB.,  Bay  19-21  Jul  (Patty  Kelly), 
Mashes  Sands  Park,  Wakulla  16  Jun  (JSi),  and 
Ft.  De  Soto  Park  18  Jul-r  (Cameron  Cox  et 
ah),  and  a single  on  the  Atlantic,  where  it  is 
casual,  at  Guana-Tolomato-Matanzas  Nation- 
al Estuarine  Research  Reserve,  St.Johns  11  Jul 
(MaH).  Lone  White-rumped  Sandpipers  were 
likely  late  at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  S.T.E,  Okaloosa 
21  Jun  (DnW)  and  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  28 
Jun  (MBr),  while  singles  at  the  latter  location 
6 Jul  (MBr)  and  Ormond  Beach,  Volusia  23  Jul 
(Meret  Wilson)  were  probably  early.  Two  rare 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  at  Ft.  Pickens,  Escambia  1 
jun  (RAD)  were  late.  An  American  Woodcock 
was  observed  at  Gulf  Breeze,  Santa  Rosa  16 
Jun-16  Jul  (RAD  et  ah). 

The  earliest  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  noted  at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  8 Jul 
(MBr)  and  Palm  Shores,  Brevard  27  Jul  (DP). 
A Great  Black-backed  Gull  noted  at  Treasure 
h,  Pinellas  11-20  Jul  (Sandy  Harris)  was  rare 
for  the  Gulf,  where  this  species  is  local.  The 
earliest  Great  Black-backeds  otherwise  were 
4 imms.  and  one  ad.  at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet 
15  Jul  (MBr).  A Sooty  Tern  at  Lanark  Reef, 
Franklin  16  Jul  (Neil  Lamb)  was  near  where 
a pair  has  nested  in  recent  years.  Five  Sooty 
and  3 Bridled  Terns  were  83  km  off  Ponce  de 
Leon  Inlet  13  Jun  (MBr,  BW).  Gull-billed 
Terns  were  noted  breeding  at  Ft.  Pickens 
(four  nests;  L&RAD)  and  Big  Bird  I.,  Duval 
(six  nests,  PLe).  At  L.  Apopka  6 Jun  (HR),  a 
Forster’s  Tern  was  late  and  inland.  An  Arctic 
Tern  at  Boynton  Beach,  Palm  Beach  22  Jun 
(BrH)  was  exceptional.  Nesting  Black  Skim- 
mers included  50  nests  at  Ft.  Pickens 
(L&RAD)  and  37  nests  at  Bird  L,  Duval 
(PLe),  but  the  former  colony  was  abandoned 
for  unknown  reasons  in  early  June.  A light- 
morph  ad.  Pomarine  Jaeger  was  seen  from  Al- 
ligator Point  26  Jun  OM). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Budgerigar  at  Port  Richey  26-29  Jul  (Eva 
Dupuis,  BP)  was  likely  a recent  escapee.  A 
Smooth-billed  Ani  was  seen  occasionally  at 
the  formerly  reliable  site  at  Dania  Beach, 
Broward  (LMa).  A lone  Smooth-billed  was  re- 
ported at  Big  Pine  Key  9 Jul  (LMa);  birds 
found  on  the  Keys  and  barrier  islands  off  Mi- 
ami-Dade,  where  the  species  is  not  known  to 
breed,  are  considered  new  immigrants  to  the 
Region.  The  earliest  Belted  Kingfisher  was  re- 
ported at  Bald  Point  27  Jun  QM),  a typical  ar- 
rival date.  An  Eastern  Phoebe  at  Port  Walton 
Beach  2 Jun  (SL)  was  exceedingly  late.  Inland 
Gray  Kingbirds  are  rare  and  frequently  found 
near  large  bodies  of  water;  one  was  at  L. 
Apopka  30  Jul  (HR),  where  the  species  is  an- 
nual. After  a flurry  of  spring  sightings  in  the 
w.  panhandle,  a Black-whiskered  Vireo  at  Gulf 


Two  American  Avocets  were  at  Bundle  Beach,  Fort  Myers,  Lee  County,  Florida  19  June  2010;  over  the  summer  period,  eight 
more  were  reported  in  the  state,  where  the  species  is  not  known  to  breed.  Photograph  by  Charlie  Ewell. 
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Breeze  5-8  Jun  (L&RAD)  was  not  unexpect- 
ed; there  were  no  reports  of  breeding  at- 
tempts. Nestling  Purple  Martins  in  a gourd  at 
East  Lake  Park,  Hillsborough  10  Jul  (Doug 
Wassmer,  Lillian  Saul)  were  the  latest  on 
record  for  Florida.  A Bank  Swallow  at  L. 
Apopka  4 Jul  (HR)  was  early.  Irregular  breed- 
ers s.  of  L.  Okeechobee,  three  Barn  Swallow 
colonies  in  Palm  Beach  was  an  encouraging 
number.  An  American  Robin  at  Titusville  1-2 
Jun  (Mitchell  Harris)  and  a Gray  Catbird  at  L. 
Apopka  23-25  Jun  (HR)  were  late. 

Late  warblers  included  a Black-throated 
Blue  at  Gainesville,  Alachua  1 Jun  (Linda 
Hensley)  and  lone  American  Redstarts  at 
Ponce  Inlet  3 Jun  (MBr)  and  Green  Key,  Pas- 
co 12  Jun  (KT).  Louisiana  Waterthmshes  are 
occasional  breeders  in  n.  Florida,  so  the  status 
of  one  in  Okaloosa  12  Jun  (DnW)  is  uncer- 
tain. A Yellow  Warbler  at  Long  Pine  Key, 
Everglades  N.P.,  Miami-Dade  9 Jul  (DS)  may 
have  been  a subspecies  that  breeds  to  the  n.  of 
Florida,  but  its  proximity  to  the  coastal  gund- 
lachii  population  requires  consideration  of 
that  subspecies.  Early  arriving  warblers  in- 
cluded a Yellow-throated  at  Merritt  1.  13  Jul 
(DF);  a Prairie  at  Gainesville  8 Jul  (Geoff 


William  J.  Crins 


On  average,  the  summer  months  were 
warmer  than  normal,  with  the  Great 
Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence  region 
recording  the  fourth  warmest  summer  on 
record  (about  1.5°  C above  normal),  and  the 
middle  and  northern  parts  of  the  province  ex- 
periencing their  fifth  warmest  summer  (1.3° 
C above  normal).  Certain  areas  within  these 
regions  experienced  even  warmer  tempera- 


Parks); a Black-and-white  at  Tallahassee,  Leon 
7 Jul  (Peter  Homann);  an  American  Redstart 
at  Micanopy  Alachua  16  Jul  (Tom  Staley);  a 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  at  Hillsborough  River 
S.P.,  Hillsborough  11  Jul  (CR);  and  a Hooded 
at  John  Chesnut  Park,  Pinellas  30  Jul  (RoS). 
Yellow-breasted  Chats  were  seen  in  breeding 
habitat  at  Cocoa,  Brevard  18  Jun  (DF),  for  a 
2nd  year  there,  and  at  Davie,  Broward  24  Jul 
(Russ  Titus). 

Lake  Apopka  provides  breeding  habitats 
for  several  species  that  are  rarely  found  breed- 
ing elsewhere  in  the  cen.  peninsula;  one  Yel- 
low-breasted Chat,  18  Blue  Grosbeaks,  22  In- 
digo Buntings,  4 Painted  Buntings,  and  15  Or- 
chard Orioles  were  heard  singing  there  this 
summer  (HR).  Robinson  tallied  up  to  4 male 
Dickcissels  there  throughout  the  season;  this 
is  the  only  location  in  the  state  where  the 
species  has  been  verihed  breeding.  Two  Blue 
Grosbeaks  were  s.  at  Hillsborough  River  S.R 
13  Jun  (CR,  RM).  An  ad.  male  Painted 
Bunting  was  s.  at  Sanford,  Seminole  10  Jun 
(Michelle  Machovina),  and  along  the  Atlantic 
coast,  2 were  singing  s.  at  the  Volusia/Brevard 
line  21  Jun  (MBr).  Shiny  Cowbirds  wandered 
northward  to  Hague,  Alachua  7 Jun  (RRo) 


tures.  The  Hudson  Bay  Lowlands,  for  exam- 
ple, experienced  average  temperatures  2°  C 
above  normal,  and  Muskoka  District  Munici- 
pality experienced  its  warmest  summer  on 
record.  Precipitation  patterns  were  more  var- 
ied. Much  of  the  north  experienced  roughly 
average  precipitation  amounts,  but  the  Clay 
Belt  region  experienced  conditions  10%  drier 
than  normal,  and  the  Great  Lakes  and  St. 
Lawrence  region  experienced  the  hfth  wettest 
summer  on  record,  over  25%  wetter  than  nor- 
mal. The  breeding  season  was  generally  pro- 
ductive for  the  common  species,  as  well  as  for 
the  Subarctic  and  Arctic  nesters,  with  fewer 
early  returns  and  more  juveniles  recorded 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  season. 

A few  rarities  were  discovered,  including  a 
provincial  hrst  Yellow-nosed  Albatross,  as 
well  as  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck,  Little 
Blue  Heron,  Black  Vulture  (in  the  north), 
Ruff,  White-winged  Dove,  Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher, and  Kirtland’s  Warbler. 

Abbreviations:  G.T.A.  (Greater  Toronto 
Area);  Point  Pelee  (Point  Pelee  Birding  Area,  a 
standard  C.B.C.  circle  centered  just  n.  of 
Point  Pelee  N.P.);  T.C.B.O.  (Thunder  Cape 
B.O.,  Thunder  Bay  District)'  T.O.C.  (Toronto 


and  Alligator  Point  11  Jul  QM)-  A singing 
hrst-year  male  and  a female  Orchard  Oriole 
were  s.  at  Belle  Glade  Marina,  Palm  Beach  20 
Jun  (Chuck  Weber);  a nest  was  found,  but 
breeding  was  not  confirmed  (BrH).  An  Amer- 
ican Goldhnch  at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  2 Jun  (SL) 
was  late. 

Contributors  (and  members  of  the  Florida 
Ornithological  Society  Field  Observations 
Committee,  in  boldface):  Brian  Ahem,  Bmce 
H.  Anderson,  Andy  Bankert,  John  H.  Boyd, 
III,  Michael  Brothers  (MBr),  Bob  & Lucy 
Duncan,  Tom  Dunkerton,  Charlie  Ewell, 
Charlie  Fisher  (CFi),  David  Freeland,  Matt 
Hafner,  Al  & Bev  Hansen,  Brian  Hope  (BrH), 
Patrick  Leary  (PLe),  Sandra  Lefstad,  Larry 
Manfredi  (LMa),  Roy  Morris,  John  Murphy, 
Bill  Pranty,  Chris  Rasmussen,  Harry  Robin- 
son, Rex  Rowan  (RRo),  David  Simpson,  Jean 
Simpson  OSi),  Ron  Smith  (RoS),  Ken  Tracey, 
Bob  Wallace,  Don  Ware  (DnW).  ^ 


Bruce  H.  Anderson,  2917  Scarlet  Road 
Winter  Park,  Florida  32792,  (scizortail@aolcom) 

Andy  Bankert,  365  Spoonbill  Lane 
Melbourne  Beach,  Florida  32951,  (abankert@fit.edu) 
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Ornithological  Club).  Ontario  is  divided  into 
“north”  and  “south”  regions  along  the  47°  N 
latitude.  A place  name  in  italics  refers  to  a 
county,  district,  or  regional  municipality. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

A Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  at  Milford, 
Prince  Edward  13  Jul+  (DO,  in.ob.)  made  the 
6th  provincial  record.  Trumpeter  Swans  were 
recorded  in  scattered  locations,  the  more  un- 
usual including  one  at  Breakwater,  Long  Pt., 
Norfolk  9 Jun  (RWW,  CDP,  MVAB,  DES),  one 
ad.  at  Tilbury  S.T.P.,  Essex  10  Jul+  (PAW, 
m.ob.),  5 at  Nabish  L.  sw.  of  Dryden,  Kenora 
9 Jun  (AMM,  DJMS),  6 (2  ads.,  4 juvs.)  along 
the  Jock  R.  sw.  of  Carleton  Place,  Lanark  13 
Jun-27  Jul  (MJ,  JJ,  m.ob.),  constituting  the 
first  breeding  record  for  the  Ottawa  area,  and 
8 (2  ads.,  6 juvs.)  at  Atikokan,  Rainy  River 
throughout  the  period  (DHE).  As  usual,  small 
numbers  of  n.  or  w.  waterfowl  were  observed 
in  various  parts  of  the  province,  the  most  un- 
usual being  a Snow  Goose  at  Oshawa, 
Durham  3 Jun  (DK)  and  3 Cackling  Geese  in 
Toronto  13-21  Jun  0Lb>  BRH).  Very  unusual 
outside  the  migration  periods  were  3 North- 
ern Shovelers  at  L.  Travers,  Algonquin  PR, 
Nipissing  12  Jun  (EH),  10  Canvasbacks  at 
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This  striking  Eared  Grebe  was  present  in  Cobourg  harbour,  Northumberland  County,  Ontario  3- 
10  (here  7)  June  2010.  Photograph  by  Sherwood  Mdernort. 


Great  Egret  is  a rare  bird  in  northern  Ontario;  this  one  was  at  Mission  Island,  Thunder  Bay  Dis- 
trict 5 (here)  through  10  June  2010.  Photograph  by  James  R.  Barber. 


Hearst  S.T.P.,  Cochrane  10  Jun 
(KGB),  and  30  Long-tailed 
Ducks  at  Whitby,  Durham  8 Jul 
(GC).  Also  interesting  was  a 
male  Eurasian  Wigeon  at 
Presqu’ile  P.P,  Northumberland 
23  Jun-1  Jul  (fide  FMH)  and  a 
Wood  Duck  at  the  Hearst  S.T.P.  3 
Jun  (KGB).  Interesting  water- 
fowl  breeding  records  included  a 
brood  of  Redhead  and  three 
broods  of  Ruddy  Duck  at  Alfred 
S.T.P,  Prescott  and  Russell  1 Aug 
(BMD,  BED),  a brood  of  Lesser 
Scaup  (one  female,  12  juvs.)  at 
Amherstview  S.T.P,  Lennox  and 
Addington  31  Jul  (VPM),  for  the 
area’s  2nd  breeding  record,  and  a 
brood  of  Ruddy  Duck  at  Em- 
brun  S.T.P,  Prescott  and  Russell 
25Jul-t-  (CAL). 

A late  ad.  Red-throated  Loon 
was  at  Presqu’ile  P.P.  22  Jun 
(FMH).  A pair  on  North 
Washagami  L.,  Kenora  2 Jul,  ca. 

85  km  inland  from  Hudson  Bay, 
was  well  inland  from  its  docu- 
mented breeding  range  in  the 
province  (DAS).  An  ad.  Horned 
Grebe  was  present  at  Presqu’ile 
P.P  until  27  Jun  (fide  FMH),  and 
another  was  observed  at  the 
mouth  of  Duffins  Cr.,  Durham  1 
Jul  (AWo).  Red-necked  Grebes 
exhibited  breeding  behavior  at 
several  locations  in  s.  Ontario, 
including  two  sites  in  Bronte, 

Halton  (fide  CEE),  three  pairs  at 
Toronto  18  Jun  (SCH),  and  one 
ad.  with  2 juvs.  in  Ottawa  17-19 
Jul  (MAG,  RDJ).  They  also  be- 
gan staging  relatively  early  along 
L.  Ontario  at  Rattray  Marsh, 

Peel,  with  79  on  10  Jul  and  62 
on  25  Jul  (WER).  An  ad.  Eared 
Grebe  was  present  at  Cobourg  harbor, 
Northumberland  3-10  Jun  (GMS,  m.ob.). 

The  highlight  of  the  season  was  an  un- 
precedented Yellow-nosed  Albatross  of  the 
nominate  subspecies  observed  flying  over  a 
parking  lot  at  the  L.  Ontario  shoreline  in 
Kingston,  Frontenac  4 Jul  (PRM),  and  un- 
doubtedly the  same  bird  was  subsequently 
seen  and  then  found  in  emaciated  condition 
along  the  shore  of  nearby  Wolfe  L,  Lennox  and 
Addington  16-17  Jul  (GRB,  KEB,  EKB).  As  of 
the  end  of  the  period,  the  bird  was  recovering 
in  a wildlife  rehabilitation  center  and  being 
prepared  for  transport  to  the  Atlantic  coast. 
American  White  Pelicans  were  scattered 
across  the  s.  part  of  the  province,  with  one  at 


L.  Scugog,  Durham  28  May-4  Jun  (WDB, 

m. ob.),  one  at  Oshawa  Second  Marsh, 
Durham  from  26  Jun+  m.ob.),  one  at 
Cross  L.,  Nipissing  3 Jul  (AR,  DC,  RC),  and  57 
at  Longridge  Pt.,  Cochrane  20  Jul  (MKP  et 
al).  Least  Bitterns  were  reported  widely  in  s. 
Ontario,  but  a record  well  out  of  range  was  of 
2 birds  sw.  of  Dryden  1 Jun  QAB,  DJMS).  Sig- 
nificant for  the  north  were  single  Great  Egrets 
on  Mission  L,  Thunder  Bay  5-10  Jun  (DNB  et 
al.)  and  at  Red  Rock,  Thunder  Bay  1-16  Jun 
(]W  et  al.).  A Snowy  Egret  was  present  at 
Windsor,  Essex  10  Jun  QV),  and  another  was 
at  Cobourg  harbor  14  Jun  (KDN  et  al).  An 

ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  was  observed  near  Tren- 
ton, Hastings  6 Jun  (MD).  An  unidentified 


Plegadis  was  found  at  Erieau, 
Chatham-Kent  11-13  Jun  O^b). 

The  first  Thunder  Bay  record,  and 
only  the  2nd  record  for  n.  Ontario, 
was  a Black  Vulture  seen  at  Thun- 
der Cape  8 Jun  QMW,  MEW,  CS, 
JJe).  A single  flock  of  68  Turkey 
Vultures  at  Point  Pelee  1 Jun  (AW) 
was  a locally  significant  sighting 
for  summer. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

The  first  confirmed  nesting  of  Bald 
Eagle  in  the  G.T.A.  occurred  at  the 
Holland  R.  mouth,  Keswick,  York, 
where  a nest  with  2 juvs.  was  ob- 
served ca.  1 Jun  (JH).  A Bald  Eagle 
nest  at  Brantford,  Brant  fledged  2 
young  by  late  Jun  (DB).  A year-old 
Krider’s  Red-tailed  Hawk  was  at 
Rainy  River,  Rainy  River  25  Jun 
(AW),  where  this  subspecies  may 
be  somewhat  regular  in  occur- 
rence. A pair  of  Merlins  nested  suc- 
cessfully in  St.  Thomas,  Elgin,  with 
3 juvs.  in  the  nest  11  Jul,  for  a first 
county  breeding  record  QED).  The 
first  successful  nesting  of  this 
species  in  the  City  of  Toronto  was 
confirmed  with  5 fledged  juvs. 
near  the  nest  tree  in  Willowdale  12 
Jul  (DBW),  and  a pair  was  con- 
firmed nesting  in  Brantford  in  ear- 
ly Jul  (WGL).  Peregrine  Falcons 
continue  to  nest  successfully  in  ur- 
ban areas,  including  Windsor, 
Toronto,  Hamilton,  Kingston,  and 
Ottawa.  In  Nepean,  Ottawa,  a juv. 
Peregrine  Falcon  was  being  ha- 
rassed by  a Cooper’s  Hawk  28  Jul 
(CAL).  The  number  of  nesting 
sites  on  cliffs  and  other  more  natu- 
ral substrates  in  nw.  and  central 
Ontario  also  continues  to  increase. 

Yellow  Rails  were  present  along  the  James 
Bay  coast  in  lower  numbers  than  in  2009 
(MKP  et  al.).  They  were  also  present  in  lower- 
than-usual  numbers  in  the  Rainy  River-Lake 
of  the  Woods  area.  Rainy  River  (GC).  A Com- 
mon Moorhen,  the  3rd  recorded  in  Algonquin 
PR,  was  found  at  Achray  5 Jun  (CDJ).  Com- 
mon Moorhens  nested  successfully  at  Em-  y 
brun  S.T.P,  where  family  groups  were  ob- 
served 25  Jul  (CAL).  A pair  of  American 
Coots  was  observed  at  the  Hearst  S.T.P  3 Jun 
(KGB).  Up  to  15  Sandhill  Cranes  were  seen 
feeding  in  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Luther 
Marsh,  Wellington  and  Dufferin  7 Jun  (AZ).  A 
family  group  was  observed  in  the  Holland 
Marsh,  Simcoe  May-Jun  (KS).  Two  ads.  with  2 
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This  Short-eared  Owl  was  repeatedly  observed  sitting  on  the  same  fence  posts  over 
several  days  in  june  2010  (here  26  June)  at  Rainy  River,  Rainy  River  District,  Ontario. 
Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 


juvs.  were  observed  near  Port  Rowan,  Norfolk 
9Jul  (MAK.JY).  Two  ads.  with  one  juv.  were 
found  s.  of  Cayuga,  Haldimand  6 Jul  (SR).  A 
single  ad.  was  observed  at  Glen  Morris,  Brant 
early  Jul  (fide  CEE),  and  at  least  2 were  heard 
at  Mer  Bleue,  Ottawa  11  Jul  (CAL). 

An  early  southbound  ad.  Black-bellied 
Plover  was  seen  near  Port  Colborne,  Niagara  8 
Jul  (fide  DFS).  Piping  Plovers  again  nested  on 
L.  Huron  at  Wasaga  Beach,  Simcoe  (m.ob.),  as 
well  as  on  Windy  Pt.,  Lake  of  the  Woods  (GC, 
m.ob.).  Single  Greater  Yellowlegs  25  Jun  at 
Rainy  River  (AW)  and  Point  Pelee  (DJ)  were 
early  fall  migrants.  Lesser  Yellowlegs  numbers 
built  to  480  at  Longridge  Pt.  19  Jul  (MKP  et 
al.).  Three  Willets  were  at  Thunder  Bay  2 Jul 
(RM),  2 at  The  Pinery  PR,  Lambton  4 Jul 
(RDT),  one  at  Presqu’ile  RP.  12Jul  (fide  FMH), 
and  one  at  Grand  Bend,  Huron  17  Jul  (CAG, 
BG,  AG).  A pair  of  Upland  Sandpipers  was 
present  7 km  nw.  of  Rainy  River  18Jun-13  Jul 
(MSD),  and  one  was  observed  4 km  w.  of 
Stratton,  Rainy  River  3-9  Jul  (MSD).  At  Ful- 
ton, Niagara,  11  ad.  Upland  Sandpipers  in  a 
single  field  2 Jul  (AW)  were  early  fall  mi- 
grants. Three  Whimbrels  were  at  Dundas 
Marsh,  Hamilton  2 Jun  QSP,  RZD),  2 even  lat- 
er birds  were  at  Smithfield,  Northumberland  15 
Jun  (DPS),  6 southbound  birds  were  found  on 
islands  in  Whitefish  Bay  nw.  of  Little  Current, 
Manitoulin  12  Jul  (TH,  DWM),  and  a single 
bird  was  at  L.  of  Two  Rivers,  Algonquin  RP.  13 
Jul  (JP).  At  Longridge  Pt.,  169  ad.  Hudsonian 
Godwits  were  counted  16  Jul,  and  that  num- 
ber increased  to  392  on  29  Jul  (MKP  et  al.).  A 
Marbled  Godwit  occupied  Dundas  Marsh  2 
Jun  (DRD),  and  three  territorial  pairs  were 
found  in  the  Rainy  River  area  from  early  May 
through  mid-Jun  (AW,  RPC,  m.ob.).  At  Lon- 
gridge Pt.,  18  ad.  Marbled  Godwits  were  pres- 
ent 16  Jul  (MKP  et  al.).  Two  lingering  Ruddy 
Turnstones  remained  at  Presqu’ile  RP.  17  Jun 
(fide  FMH).  Ruddy  Turnstone  numbers  built 
to  415  at  Longridge  Pt.  29  Jul  (MKP  et  al.). 
Single  Red  Knots  were  observed  at  Presqu’ile 
RP.  1 & 8 Jun  (fide  FMH),  and  a late  single  was 
at  nearby  North  Beach  P.P.,  Prince  Edward  17 
Jun  (AEK).  Longridge  Pt.  is  an  important  stag- 
ing area  for  the  declining  ru/a  subspecies  of 
Red  Knot;  surveys  there  in  2010  found  725  ad. 
Red  Knots  17  Jul,  638  on  20  Jul,  and  1143  on 
29  Jul,  over  120  of  these  birds  with  leg  flags 
from  Argentina,  Chile,  Brazil,  Delaware  Bay,  or 
Florida  (MKP  et  al.).  Semipalmated  Sand- 
pipers continued  to  migrate  through  s.  On- 
tario until  mid-Jun,  with  350  at  Embrun  S.T.P. 
6 Jun  (MB,  MAG)  and  15  at  Presqu’ile  PR  17 
Jun  (MJCB),  with  2 late  birds  still  there  28  Jun 
(FMH).  A summering  bird  was  at  Tilbury 
S.T.R  22  Jun-5  Jul  (JV).  A Least  Sandpiper  at 
Casselman,  Prescott  and  Russell  6 Jun  (MAG) 


was  an  extremely  late  spring 
migrant.  Three  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  lingered 
at  Presqu’ile  RP.  as  late  as  17 
Jun  (fide  FMH).  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  began 
staging  for  their  southbound 
journey  at  Longridge  Pt.  in 
late  Jul,  with  109  ads.  22  Jul, 
building  to  2450  ads.  31  Jul 
(MKP  et  al).  An  early  Baird’s 
Sandpiper  was  at  Tilbury  16 
Jul  (BRH,  JV).  A Pectoral 
Sandpiper  at  Casselman  6 
Jun  (MAG)  was  record  late 
for  the  Ottawa  area.  The  first 
southbound  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper  arrived  at  Lon- 
gridge Pt.  25  Jul  (LP).  A fe- 
male Ruff  at  Grafton, 
Northumberland  3-4  Jun 
(RFWR  m.ob.)  was  a late 
spring  migrant.  Two  taxa  of 
Short-billed  Dowitcber  pass 
through  the  province;  both 
griseus  and  heirdersotri  can  be 
seen  together,  as  was  the 
case  at  Longridge  Pt.,  with  2 
ads.  of  the  former  and  4 of 
the  latter  19  Jul  (MKP  et  al.).  A Red-necked 
Phalarope  was  at  Mitchell  21  Jul  (DJB,  WP), 
one  was  at  the  Emo  S.T.R,  Rainy  River  26  Jul 
(DHE,  MSD),  and  one  ad.  was  at  Longridge  Rt. 
29  Jul  (MKR  et  al.).  A Wilson’s  Phalarope  was 
at  Embrun  S.T.P.  6 Jun  (MB,  MAG);  a female 
was  at  Rattray  Marsh  10  Jul  (WER);  and  a juv., 
likely  from  a small  local  breeding  population, 
was  at  Longridge  Pt.  21  Jul,  followed  by  an  ad. 
male  29  Jul,  and  a juv.  30  Jul  (MKP,  LP). 


GULLS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

An  ad.  Laughing  Gull  was  at  the  Tip  of  Long 
Pt.  4 Jun  (RWW).  A flock  of  300  Franklin’s 
Gulls  was  on  Windy  Pt.,  Rainy  River  19  Jun 
(LF).  A Little  Gull  flew  along  the  Stoney 
Creek  shoreline  of  L.  Ontario  in  early  Jun 
(fide  CEE),  one  was  at  Erieau,  Chatharn-Kent 
14  Jun  (PAW),  one  at  Longridge  Pt.  23  & 29 
Jul  (MKP  et  al.),  and  an  ad.  at  Point  Pelee  29 
Jul  (AW),  the  latter  a fall  migrant.  The  most 


At  least  three  Western  Kingbirds  were  present  in  the  vicinity  of  Rainy  River,  Rainy  River  District,  Ontario,  where  rare  but 
regular,  24  (here)  and  25  June  2010.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 
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This  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  found  19  June  2010  in  Kenora,  Kenora  District,  Ontario.  Photograph  by  Lillian  J.  Anderson. 


interesting  reports  of  Bonaparte’s  Gull  were  at 
Point  Pelee;  400  summering  first-summer 
birds  were  at  the  Leamington  Marina,  Essex  7 
Jul  (AW),  6 ads.  18  Jul  (AW)  were  the  first  fall 
migrants,  and  the  first  arrivingjuvs.  were  4 on 
24  Jul  (AW),  increasing  to  120  juvs.  29  Jul 
(AW).  A second-summer  Iceland  Gull  was  at 
the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.  1 Jun  (RWW),  and  a first- 
summer  bird  was  found  at  Port  Hope, 
Northumberland  14  Jun  (REF).  An  ad.  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  was  at  Longridge  Pt.  in  late 
Jul  (MKP  et  ah).  A Caspian  Tern  was  observed 
on  Wabigoon  L.,  Kenora  30  Jun  (OBV),  an 
unusual  location  for  this  species.  An  unusual- 
ly large  group  of  60  Common  Terns  occupied 
Cobourg  harbor  16  Jul  (KDN),  and  2 were 
seen  at  Longridge  Pt.  31  Jul  (MKP  et  al).  A 
northbound  Arctic  Tern  was  found  at  Little 
Long  Res.  along  the  Mattagami  R.,  Cochrane  4 
Jun  (KGB,  MRo,  CAP),  and  another  was  well 
inland  from  the  James  and  Hudson  Bay  coasts 
near  McFauld’s  L.,  se.  of  Webequie,  Kenora  in 
mid-Jul  (AEK,  CLa).  Three  nests  of  Forster’s 
Terns  were  discovered  at  Cook’s  Bay,  Keswick, 
York  19  Jun  (GC),  the  first  confirmed  nesting 
in  the  G.T.A.  Two  Forster’s  Terns  were  ob- 
served at  Windy  Pt.,  Lake  of  the  Woods  5 Jun 
(GC,  m.ob.).  A White-winged  Dove  stayed 
only  briefly  at  Blue  L.,  s.  of  Glen  Morris,  Brant 
9 Jul  (WGS,  JSi).  Breeding  evidence  was  ob- 
tained in  Jun  near  Cumberland  for  Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo,  a rare  breeding  species  in  the 
Ottawa  area  (CAL). 

The  4th  nesting  record  of  Great  Gray  Owl 
in  Algonquin  PR  occurred  at  Dizzy  L.  bog, 
Nipissing,  where  2 ads.  and  2 juvs.  were  ob- 
served 18  Jul-3  Aug  (LF).  A nest  with  4 
Long-eared  Owl  juvs.  (2  still  in  the  nest)  was 


discovered  at  Rainy  River  4 Jun  (GC).  Short- 
eared Owls  were  observed  frequently  during 
Jun  in  the  Rainy  River  area,  including  juvs. 
This  was  a good  breeding  year  for  this  species 
in  that  area,  as  well  as  on  Amherst  L,  Lennox 
and  Addington,  where  at  least  three  nests  held 
fledged  young.  Numbers  of  this  species  and 
other  raptors  were  down  in  the  Hudson  Bay 
Lowlands  relative  to  recent  years,  likely  due 
to  the  paucity  of  small  mammals  (DAS).  A 
territorial  male  Chuck-will’s-widow  was 
heard  by  many  birders  at  Victoria  Rd., 
Kawartha  Lakes  18  Jun-28  Jul  (SJO,  MJP, 
DQB,  JA,  JB,  m.ob.).  At  least  4 Eastern  Whip- 
poor-wills,  rare  in  nw.  Ontario,  were  heard  in 
the  vicinity  of  Eagle  L.,  Kenora  in  mid-Jun 
and  early  Jul  (BDW,  JC),  and  another  was 
heard  at  Grey  Trout  L.,  Kenora  25  Jul  (BJ).  A 
Chimney  Swift  was  observed  at  Smoky  Falls, 
Cochrane  2 Jun  (KGB).  Red-bellied  Wood- 
peckers continued  to  expand  their  range  and 
frequency  in  s.  Ontario,  with  reports  in  Whit- 
by, Erindale,  Peel,  and  Oshawa  late  Jun  and 
Jul  (TOC),  plus  a nesting  pair  at  Presqu’ile  EE 
in  Jun  (fide  FMH). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  MIMIDS 

An  Acadian  Flycatcher  was  singing  at  Happy 
Valley  Forest,  York  18  Jun-3  Jul  (DBW,  m.ob.) 
and  was  accompanied  by  another  on  at  least 
one  occasion,  but  no  breeding  evidence  was 
found.  One  was  banded  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Ft. 
3 Jun,  and  birds  were  recorded  in  more  tradi- 
tional locations  in  sw.  Ontario  during  the  pe- 
riod. A Great  Crested  Flycatcher  at  Thunder 
Cape  19  Jun  QMW)  was  unusual  for  the  n. 
shore  of  L.  Superior.  A pair  of  Western  King- 
birds was  present  7 km  nw.  of  Rainy  River  25 


Jun  (MSD),  and  at  a nearby  but  different  lo- 
cation, one  was  present  24  Jun  (AW).  More 
unusual  was  a Western  Kingbird  at  Windsor 
12  Jun  (AW),  which  was  a late  spring  mi- 
grant. A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  found 
at  Kenora,  Kenora  19  Jun  (LJA).  Twenty-two 
pairs  of  Loggerhead  Shrikes  nested  in  On- 
tario, down  a third  from  2009;  of  these,  16 
pairs  fledged  64  young  QS). 

Black-billed  Magpies  were  reported  to  be 
increasingly  common  in  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  area,  with  over  200  seen  5-6  Jun  (GC), 
and  farther  afield,  3 were  seen  5 km  s.  of 
Eton-Rugby  Kenora  23  Jun  (MSD),  near  the 
n.  limit  of  its  range  in  nw.  Ontario.  Common 
Ravens  continued  to  expand  southward.  A 
nest  in  Eresqu’ile  EE,  the  most  southerly  nest 
yet  found  in  the  province,  was  still  being  at- 
tended 10  Jun,  and  birds  were  being  seen  in 
the  park  until  at  least  26  Jul  (fide  FMH).  Two 
were  observed  in  Grimsby,  Niagara  6 Jun 
(CL),  2 were  seen  in  Milton,  Halton  15  Jun 
(KRK),  and  at  least  one  was  in  the  Dundas 
Valley,  Hamilton  early  Jul  (fide  CEE).  A female 
Purple  Martin  at  Eagle  River,  Kenora  15  Jun 
(CDE)  was  well  out  of  range.  A Tufted  Tit- 
mouse was  recorded  at  Skunk’s  Misery,  Mid- 
dlesex 6 Jun  (PAR),  a family  group  was  found 
in  Mississauga,  Peel  18-19  Jul  OO.  for  the 
first  confirmed  breeding  record  in  the  G.T.A. , 
and  one  was  seen  in  Cobourg  25  Jul  (DG).  A 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  migrating  southward 
along  the  shore  of  Lake  of  the  Woods  at  Har- 
ris Hill,  Rainy  River  26  Jun  (AW,  DHE)  was  a 
precursor  of  a good  fall  flight  in  the  province. 
A Carolina  Wren  nest  was  discovered  on  the 
Presqu’ile  peninsula  just  outside  the  park  in 
early  Jun  (fide  FMH).  Sedge  Wrens  were  re- 
ported from  scattered  locations,  including  at 
least  20  sites  in  w.  Rainy  River  5-6  Jun  (GC), 
one  at  L.  Opeongo,  Algonquin  EE  mid-Jun 
(AB,  MF),  one  at  Long  Point  PR  13  Jun  (NS, 
RDT),  and  one  singing  n.  of  Campbellville, 
Halton  15-19  Jun  (KRK,  m.ob.).  A female 
Eastern  Bluebird  was  found  at  the  old  settle- 
ment of  Smoky  Falls  early  Jun  (KGB),  at  the 
ne.  edge  of  its  range  in  Ontario.  A Swainson’s 
Thrush  at  Brantford,  Brant  10  Jul  (WGL)  was 
a very  early  fall  migrant,  as  was  a Hermit 
Thrush  at  Point  Pelee  29  Jul  (AW).  A North- 
ern Mockingbird  was  present  at  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  Algoma  22-24  Jun  (RPo). 

PIPITS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Several  pairs  of  American  Pipits  exhibited 
breeding  behavior  at  the  Sutton  Ridges,  Keno- 
ra, 60-110  km  inland  from  the  Hudson  Bay 
coast,  in  early  Jul  (DAS,  WJC).  A Tennessee 
Warbler  in  full  song  at  Cambridge,  Waterloo  1 
Jul  QMH)  seemed  bizarre  but  exhibited  typical 
behavior  for  an  early  fall  migrant.  An  ad.  fe- 
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male  Cape  May  Warbler  at  Point  Pelee  16  Jul 
(AW)  was  locally  a record  early  fall  migrant, 
and  a Yellow-rumped  Warbler  there  30  Jul 
(AW)  was  also  very  early.  A singing  male  Kirt- 
land’s  Warbler  was  found  on  the  e.  side  of  Al- 
gonquin PR  6 Jun,  for  a first  park  record  (EH). 
A male  Prairie  Warbler  banded  at  the  Tip  of 
Long  Pt.  1-3  jun  QDM,  RWW)  was  a late 
spring  migrant;  a territorial  male  was  present 
at  Westover,  Hamilton  4-8  Jul  (RZD,  BNC, 
m.ob.);  and  several  birds,  including  fledged 
juvs.,  were  observed  on  an  island  in  Twelve- 
Mile  Bay,  Muskoka  30  Jul-2  Aug  (AGC).  A Pro- 
thonotary  Warbler  visited  Presqu’ile  P.R  3 Jun 
(fide  FMH),  one  was  also  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt. 
3 Jun  (RWW,  JDM),  and  two  breeding  pairs 
were  located  at  Pelee  1.  (DJW).  A Louisiana 
Waterthrush  banded  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.  6 
Jun  (RWW)  presumably  was  an  extremely  late 
spring  migrant.  A Connecticut  Warbler 
singing  at  the  Ekwan  R.,  Kenora  2 Jul  (DAS) 
was  near  the  n.  limit  of  its  range  in  the 
province.  A male  Hooded  Warbler  was  singing 
in  Thornhill,  Toronto  14  Jun  (GD),  one  was 
singing  at  the  Happy  Valley  Forest  18-30  Jun 
(with  2 singing  there  26-27  Jun;  DBW),  and  a 
male  was  at  Rattray  Marsh  25  Jul  (WER).  In- 
terestingly, there  were  fewer  Hooded  Warblers 
in  the  Ganaraska  Forest,  Northumberland/ 
Durham/Peterborough  than  in  recent  years, 
when  several  nests  had  been  found.  For  the 
first  time  in  modern  history,  no  territorial  Yel- 
low-breasted Chats  were  found  this  summer  at 
Point  Pelee  N.P.  (fide  AW).  An  ad.  male  Sum- 
mer Tanager  was  found  at  Squires  Ridge,  Long 
Pt.  7 Jun  (SAM),  and  a young  male  was  pres- 
ent at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.  8 Jun  (RWW). 

A Clay-colored  Sparrow  in  Bracebridge, 
Muskoka  6-12  Jun  (BLT)  provides  an  interest- 
ing record  for  this  location.  A population  of 
this  species  occupies  a narrow  coastal  band 
along  James  Bay,  and  singing  birds  were  de- 
tected at  Longridge  Pt.  16-17  Jul  (MKP  et  al.). 
A female  Northern  Cardinal  at  Harris  Hill  3-4 
Jun  (GRLG)  was  a local  rarity.  Dickcissels 
were  reported  from  scattered  locations:  2 
singing  males,  at  least  one  of  which  was 
paired  with  a female,  were  noted  2 km  s.  of 
Goderich,  Huron  4 Jun-13  Jul  (MWPR  et  al); 
a single  bird  was  seen  flying  over  the  Eramosa 
Karst  C.A.,  Hamilton  23  Jun  OMH);  and  a fe- 
male was  at  Rondeau  P.R,  Chatham-Kent  25 
Jul  (BAM). 

A male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  in 
Port  Rowan,  Notfolk  9 Jun  QDM,  RR).  Two 
Orchard  Oriole  nests  were  found  in  Presqu’ile 
P.R  in  Jun  (fide  FMH).  A Baltimore  Oriole, 
now  very  rare  in  Algonquin  RP,  was  found  at 
Brent,  Nipissing  1 Jun  (RGT).  A pair  of  Purple 
Finches  was  in  Fort  Erie,  Niagara  1-29  Jun 
(MLJ).  Four  Red  Crossbills  were  observed  10 


km  e.  of  Atikokan,  Rainy  River  29  Jul  (DHE), 
and  one  was  at  a feeder  1 km  n.  of  Devlin  12 
Jun  (MSD).  Few  Red  Crossbills  were  seen  in 
Algonquin  RP.  during  Jun  and  Jul  (RGT). 

Observers  (subregional  contributors  in  bold- 
face): Lillian  J.  Anderson,  Judy  Aria,  Margaret 
J.  C.  Bain,  W.  Dennis  Barry,  Dan  N.  Bascello, 
John  Bick,  Jennifer  L.  Bock,  Daniel  Q.  Bone, 
Marc  Bose,  Jo-Anne  Bridgwater,  David  J. 
Brown,  Duane  Brown,  Emma  K.  Brown,  Gre- 
gory R.  Brown,  Katherine  E.  Brown,  Alvan 
Buckley,  Jim  T.  Burk,  Kenneth  G.  Burrell, 
Michael  V.  A.  Burrell,  Jason  Campbell,  A.  Ge- 
off Carpentier  , Richard  P.  Carr,  Barbara  N. 
Charlton,  Glenn  Coady,  David  Cox,  Robert 
Cox,  William  J.  Crins,  Michael  S.  Dawber, 
Gene  Denzel,  Ben  E Di  Labio,  Bruce  M.  Di 
Labio,  Robert  Z.  Dobos,  David  R.  Don,  Marie 
Dunkley,  James  E.  Dunn,  Carolle  D.  Eady, 
Cheryl  E.  Edgecombe,  David  H.  Elder,  Lev 
Frid,  Roger  E.  Frost,  Mira  Furgoch,  Dennis 
Garratt,  Gary  R.L.  Gauthier,  Mark  A.  Gawn, 
Jacques  Giraud,  Alicia  Good,  Bruce  Good,  Car- 
ol-Ann  Good,  Sandra  C.  Hawkins,  Fred  M. 
Helleiner,  Tyler  Hoar,  Brandon  R.  Holden, 
James  M.  Holdsworth,  Jennifer  Howard,  Ethan 
Huner,  Marcie  L.  Jacklin,  Brian  Jackson,  Joyce 
Jaques,  Michael  Jaques,  Jennifer  Jefferys  OJe). 
Roy  D.  John,  D.  Johnston,  Colin  D.  Jones,  Dan 
Kaezynski,  James  Kamstra,  Andrew  E.  Keav- 
eney,  Karl  R.  Konze,  Mark  A.  Kubisz,  William 
G.  Lamond,  Charles  Latremouille  (CLa),  Cody 
Law,  Christina  A.  Lewis,  Stuart  A.  Mackenzie, 
Y Paul  Mackenzie,  Blake  A.  Mann,  Paul  R. 
Martin,  Angie  M.  Massey,  Jon  D.  McCracken, 
Ralph  Meems,  Dave  W.  Moore,  Kenneth  D. 
Niles,  Stephen  J.  O’Donnell,  David  Okines, 
Martin  J.  Parker,  Wayne  Parnall,  Charla  D.  Pat- 
terson, Cheryl -Anne  Payette,  Mark  K.  Peck, 
Justin  Peter,  Jonathan  S.  Pleizier,  Lisa  Pollock, 
Richard  E W.  Pope,  Rick  Poulin  (RPo),  Peter 
A.  Read,  Wayne  E.  Renaud,  Sarah  Richer,  Ron 
Ridout,  Ann  Rocchi,  Matt  Ross  (MRo),  D. 
Ruch,  Michael  W.  P.  Runtz,  Darlene  J.  M. 
Salter,  Kevin  Shackleton,  Donald  R Shanahan, 
Gerry  M.  Shemilt,  Joan  Sims  (JSi),  W.  George 
Sims,  Nancy  Smith,  Jessica  Steiner,  David  E 
Suggs,  Christopher  Sukha,  Donald  A.  Suther- 
land, David  E.  Szmyr,  Barbara  L.  Taylor,  Rick 
D.  Thornton,  Ronald  G.  Tozer,  Josh  Vander- 
meulen,  Owen  B.  Vaughn,  DeanJ.  Ware,  Barry 
D.  Weberg,  Jen  White,  Ross  W.  Wood,  John  M. 
Woodcock,  Maureen  E.  Woodcock,  P.  Allen 
Woodliffe,  Alan  Woods  (AWo),  Alan  Worm- 
ington,  David  B.  Worthington,  Joy  Yang,  An- 
thony Zammit.  1$ 
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Eastern  Highlands  & Upper  Ohio  River  Valley 


Victor  W.  Fazio,  III 
RickWiltraut 


The  summer  season  is  for  taking  stock  of 
expanding  and  contracting  popula- 
tions. Continuing  Atlas  efforts  in  Ohio 
and  West  Virginia  were  successful  in  docu- 
menting several  interesting  trends.  Sufficient 
information  now  appears  within  eBird  to  il- 
lustrate many  of  these  trends.  Blue  Gros- 
beaks, almost  unknown  from  southwestern 
Ohio  during  the  first  atlasing  effort  of  the 
1980s,  clearly  have  consolidated  their  expan- 
sion along  the  Great  Miami  River  and  Little 
Miami  River  drainages.  Dickcissels  enjoyed 
an  especially  wide  distribution,  one  sharply 
demarcated  in  Ohio  by  the  line  between  the 
eastern  Allegheny  foothills  and  the  footprint 
of  the  western  Prairie  Peninsula.  Long  known 
to  banders  in  the  Region,  post-breeding  adult 
warblers  occasionally  move  southward  into 
the  Lake  Erie  Basin  to  molt  rather  than  re- 
maining on  the  breeding  grounds  to  do  so. 
The  resulting  plumage  can  be  very  unfamiliar 
to  the  casual  birder,  as  exemplified  by  an  in- 
hand study  of  a July  Connecticut  Warbler 
from  the  Lake  Erie  shoreline.  That  same 
shoreline  produced  a late  June  Marbled  God- 
wit  likely  on  the  northward  leg  of  its  journey. 
It  is  thought  that  these  rare  June  observations 
pertain  to  the  James  Bay,  Ontario  population; 
Great  Plains  godwits  pass  through  the  Region 
in  late  April. 

The  season  was  not  without  its  “are-you- 
kidding-me?!”  moments.  Eleven-year-old 
Michael  Miller  will  not  soon  forget  his  contri- 
bution to  Ohio  ornithology  with  the  discov- 
ery of  that  state’s  fifth  Vermilion  Flycatcher. 


Abbreviations:  B.R.A.  (Black  River 
Audubon);  Caesar  Creek  (Caesar  Creek  S.P., 
Wamn/Greene,  OH);  Clear  Fork  (Clear  Fork 
Res.,  Moirow/Richlaiul,  OH);  Conneaut  (Con- 
neaut  Harbor  and  Marsh,  Ashtabula,  OH); 
Deer  Creek  (Deer  Creek  W.M.A.  and  Deer 
Creek  S.P.,  Fayette/Pichaway,  OH);  Magee 
(Magee  Marsh  W.A.,  Liicas/Ottawa,  OH);  Ot- 
tawa (Ottawa  N.W.R.,  Lucas/Ottawa,  OH); 
Presque  Isle  (Presque  Isle  S.P.,  Erie,  PA); 
S.R.C.E  (Susquehanna  R.  at  Conejohela  Flats, 
Lancaster,  PA), 
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WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

Ten  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  were 
present  at  the  Susquehanna  Riverlands, 
Luzerne,  PA  10-14  Jim  (fide  K.  Ripka  et  al). 
Ohio  Mute  Swans  away  from  known  breeding 
sites  include  9 at  Lake  Logan  S.P.,  Hocking  5 
Jun  (TD),  6 near  Rossburg,  Darke  19-20  Jun 
(T.  White),  with  a pair  remaining  27-31  Jul 
(R.  Schlietz,  J.  Shrader),  one  at  L.  Waynoka, 
Brown  6 Jun  (J.  Eastlake),  and  3 at  Pickering- 
ton  Ponds,  Franklin  1 Jul  (GS).  Up  to  2 Trum- 
peter Swans  wandered  to  Fernald  Nature  Pre- 
serve, Hamilton,  OH  8-30  Jul  (B.  Hargrove, 
MAr),  and  2-3  were  in  Montgomery,  OH  10-12 
Jul  (W.  Grody).  Non-breeding  Green-winged 
Teal  lingered  at  several  Ohio  sites,  including  2 
at  Fernald  Nature  Preserve,  Hamilton  28  Jun 
(LGe)  for  a very  rare  mid-summer  report 
from  the  sw.  part  of  Ohio.  More  northerly 
records  came  from  Mill  Creek 
Wildlife  Sanctuary,  Mahoning  1 
Jun  (BJ),  Sandy  Ridge,  Lorain  6 
Jun  (MBn),  and  Hardin  17  Jul  (3 
birds;  RC).  One  was  at  Octorara 
Res.,  Chester,  PA  17  Jul  (HM).  A 
Redhead  summered  in  Mahoning, 

OH  3 Jun-4  Jul  (BJ).  A drake 
Ring-necked  Duck  lingered 
through  12  Jun  at  Shepardstown 
University,  Jefferson,  WV  (MO). 

Another  found  s.  Ohio  to  its  lik- 
ing 1-19  Jun  at  Adams  S.P., 

Adams  (TD).  In  Pennsylvania, 
single  Ring-necked  Ducks  were 
in  Berks  at  Peters  Creek  4-30  Jul 
(M.  Wlasniewski)  and  Hereford 
Twp.  during  last  three  weeks  of 
Jul  (RK),  and  single  Ruddy 
Ducks  were  at  Churchville  Park, 

Bucks  10  Jul  (C.  Stieber)  and 
Longwood  Gardens,  Chester  10 
Jul  (LL,  fide  C.  Majors).  Two 
Ruddy  Ducks  were  at  Pipe  Creek 
W.A.,  Erie,  OH  10  Jul  (GLy). 
Non-breeding  Lesser  Scaup  in- 
cluded singles  at  Ottawa  12  Jun  (DGe)  and  at 
Cullen  Beach  Park,  Lucas  18  Jul  (LK).  One 
was  in  Bucks,  PA  31  Jul  (fide  AM).  A lingering 
Bufflehead  was  at  New  Beaver,  Lawrence,  PA 
11  Jun  (MV).  A flock  of  7 Red-breasted  Mer- 
gansers at  Pickerel  Creek  W.A.,  Sandusky,  OH 


26  Jun  (DGe)  represents  a high  count  for 
midsummer  within  the  Western  Basin. 

The  usual  non-breeding  Common  Loons 
could  be  found  at  n.  Ohio  reservoirs  in  Lucas, 
Wyandot,  Hancock,  and  Lorain  QV,  RSs,  MA, 
M.  Smith).  In  Pennsylvania,  singles  were  at  L. 
Arthur,  Butler  26  Jun  (MV)  and  Marsh  Creek 
S.P.,  Chester  14Jul  (HM).  One  at  Cowan’s  Gap 
S.P.,  Fulton,  PA  20  Jun  was  found  dead  27  Jun 
with  fishing  line  around  its  neck  (B.  Garner). 
A Double-crested  Cormorant  on  the  Shenan- 
doah R.,  Jefferson,  WV  10  Jun  (MO)  was  lo- 
cally rare.  Perhaps  leftovers  from  the  spring 
flock,  3 American  White  Pelicans  were  pres- 
ent off  Magee’s  e.  beach  16-23  Jun  (S.  Hites, 
Sr.,  JP).  Rare  in  the  Eastern  Panhandle  of 
West  Virginia,  Northern  Bobwhite  were  dis- 
covered near  Gerradstown,  Berkeley  31  May 
and  in  Jefferson  15  Jun  (MO).  A Snowy  Egret 


at  Killdeer  Plains  W.A.,  Wyandot,  OH  3 Jul 
QV)  was  unexpected  in  the  interior,  and  one 
at  Presque  Isle  24  Jun  was  rare  there  (M. 
Franz).  An  ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  16  Jun  (G. 
Links)  was  seen  flying  over  the  Ohio  Turn- 
pike in  Williams,  not  far  from  Route  15  in  nw. 


This  Merlin  was  one  of  three  that  fledged  from  a nest  at  Promised  Land  State 
Park,  Pike  County,  Pennsylvania  (here  1 5 July  201 0).  A pair  of  Merlins  has 
nested  successfully  at  this  site  for  four  years  in  a row,  making  it  the  most  reli- 
able breeding  location  of  the  species  at  the  southern  limit  of  its  range  in  east- 
ern North  America.  Photograph  by  Rick  Wiltraut. 
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^ A Common  Mergansers  are  rapidly  expanding  in  e.  West  Virginia,  with  recent  breeding  atlas  records  now  numbering 
3Mnine.  Along  the  Allegheny  Front,  the  population  there  added  a tributary  of  the  Cacopan  R.  nearWardensville,  Hardyto 
a growing  list  of  sites  when  a female  with  1 7 young  was  discovered  6 Jun  (MO).  In  the  Eastern  Panhandle,  on  the  Shenan- 
doah R.,  a female  with  8 young  was  found  near  Millville  8 Jun  (MO),  not  far  from  another  site  hosting  3 birds  29  May  (MO). 
A lone  female  on  the  Greenbriar  R.,  Greenbriar,  WV  31  May  (B.  Williams)  in  the  vicinity  of  Caldwell/Ponceverte  should  alert 
locals  to  future  breeding  possibilities.  Farther  n.,  along  L.  Erie,  a Common  Merganser  hen  with  10  young  was  at  Conneaut  30 
Jun-20  Jul  (CH).  It  is  unclear  whether  this  represents  local  breeding  in  Ashtabula,  OH  or  whether  these  birds  may  drift  along 
the  L.  Erie  shoreline  from  known  breeding  sites  farther  east. 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Ohio.  Additional  singles  were  at  Pickerington 
Ponds,  Franklin,  OH  12-15  Jul  0-  Spendelow, 
J.  Lehman)  and  at  Fernald  Nature  Preserve 
24-27  Jun  (A.  Scruggs,  E Frick).  In  Pennsyl- 
vania, Little  Blue  Herons  were  at  Independ- 
ence Marsh,  Beaver  16-22  Jul  (MV,  G.  Mal- 
osh),  Octorara  Res.,  Chester  16-21  Jul  (L. 
Lewis  et  al.),  Colyer  L.,  Centre  21-24  Jul  (D. 
Weber),  Deep  Creek  L.,  Montgomery  9 Jul 
(fide  D.  De  Reamus),  and  S.R.C.E  21  Jul  (2 
birds;  JB  et  al).  Up  to  7 Little  Blue  Herons 
were  in  Bucks,  PA  11-31  Jul  (m.ob.,  Jide  AM). 
Rare  inland,  a single  Cattle  Egret  was  at  Dar- 
by Creek  wetlands  Franklin,  OH  13  Jun  (ph. 
B.  Baran).  In  Pennsylvania,  a Cattle  Egret  was 
at  S.R.C.E  15  Jul  (BS).  A rare  summer  visitor 
to  the  Eastern  Panhandle,  2 Great  Egrets  were 
along  the  Shenandoah  R.  in  Jefferson,  WV  14 
Jun  (MO).  Occasional  in  summer,  a Tricol- 
ored Heron  was  at  Pickerel  Creek  W.A.,  Erie, 
OH  18  Jul  (GLy).  Less  frequent  within  the 
Western  Basin  marshes  was  an  ad.  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  there  25  Jul  (E.  Bacik), 
while  across  the  bay,  nearby  Cedar  Point 
Amusement  Park  hosted  one  22  Jul  (M. 
Sandy);  another  was  present  in  Jun  for  the  3rd 
year  in  a row  at  Chadd’s  Ford,  Delaware/ 
Chester,  PA  (LL).  Least  Bitterns  were  con- 
firmed nesting  in  Chester,  PA  (fide  HM).  One, 
possibly  2 American  Bitterns  were  in  Chester, 
PA  19  Jun  (fide  HM),  indicating  possible 
breeding.  Two  Glossy  Ibis  were  at  the  S.R.C.E 
28  Jul  (BS,  JB,  D.  Bosler).  A White  Ibis  was 
seen  at  Julian  Wetland,  Centre,  PA  18  Jul 
(Delia  Guzman). 

VULTURES  THROUGH 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

Twenty  Black  Vultures  in  Athens,  Athens,  OH 
3 Jul  (DGa)  was  evidence  of  continued  expan- 
sion along  the  upper  Ohio  R.  corridor.  In 
Pennsylvania,  single  Mississippi  Kites  were 
near  Easton,  Northampton  18  Jun  (A.  Koch) 
and  Robesonia,  Berks  18  Jun  (RK).  An  imm. 
Bald  Eagle  was  seen  carrying  a Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo  at  S.R.C.E  11  Jul  (BS).  There  were 
several  intriguing  reports  of  Ohio  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawks  away  from  known  breeding 
sites  and  in  suitable  habitat.  Especially  inter- 
esting were  3 in  Hocking  31  Jul  (DSr),  one  at 
the  Vinton  Experimental  Eorest,  Vinton  30  Jun 
and  15  Jul  (DGa),  and  one  in  Albany,  Athens, 
OH  22Jun-19  Jul  (DGa).  A Northern  Harrier 
was  seen  carrying  food  at  Long  Pond,  Monroe, 
PA  12  Jun,  the  only  known  breeding  area  in 
the  Pocono  Mis.  (RW).  Four  Northern  Harri- 
ers in  w.  Ross,  OH  23  Jul  may  have  represent- 
ed local  breeding  (D.  Hess).  A concentration 
of  5 harriers  at  Killdeer  Plains  3 Jul  QV)  was 
too  early  to  represent  migrants  or  dispersal 
and  also  likely  represented  local  breeders.  Re- 
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markably,  Ohio  recorded  its  2nd  nesting  of 
Merlin  in  a century.  The  pair  in  Mt.  Vernon, 
Knox,  followed  diligently  by  Danielle  McCa- 
ment  since  early  spring,  was  seen  to  take  up 
nesting  in  June.  By  30  Jul,  the  young  were  ob- 
served with  one,  possibly  2 juvs.  (ph.  D.  Mc- 
Cament).  In  Pennsylvania,  Merlins  successful- 
ly nested  at  Promised  Land  S.R,  Pike  for  the 
4th  year  in  a row  (RW),  and  a pair  with  young 
was  reported  from  Forty  Fort,  Luzerne,  PA  28 
Jul  (P.  Carlin,  B.  Lockard).  An  early  migrant 
Merlin  was  at  Conneaut  30  Jul  (CH).  A pair  of 
Peregrine  Falcons  was  along  the  Seneca  Cr. 
area  of  Seneca  Rocks/Spruce  Knob  National 
Recreation  Area,  Pendleton,  WV  5 Jun  (C. 
Rucker).  Summer  reports  from  the  West  Vir- 
ginia mts.  are  very  rare. 

The  pair  of  Purple  Gallinules  at  Orweiler 
Rd.  marsh,  Richland,  OH  remained  into  the 
summer,  producing  6 young.  Three  juvs.  were 
first  reported  7 Jul  (James  E.  Yoder),  and  6 
were  counted  13-15  Jul  (GC,  ph.  J.  Wrasse); 
however,  none  were  reported  after  17  Jul  (M. 
Zook),  and  so  it  is  unclear  that  the  young 
made  it  to  flight  stage.  This  marks  the  2nd 
breeding  attempt  in  Ohio  and  among  the 
northernmost  anywhere  in  the  United  States. 
A Sandhill  Crane  with  2 colts  in  Knox  21-29 
Jun  (M.  Bowman)  represented  a rare  cen. 
Ohio  breeding  record.  Two  colts  were  evi- 
dence of  a first  breeding  record  for 
Columbiana,  OH  2 Jul  (Bob  & Denise  Lane). 
Three  overhead  at  Blackhand  Gorge  State  Na- 
ture Preserve,  Licking,  OH  23  Jul  (HN)  were 
unexpected.  Very  rare  summer  county 
records  from  elsewhere  in  Ohio  included  4 in 
Hardin  13  Jul  (RC),  4 in  Richland  11  Jun 
(GC),  and  2 in  Cuyahoga  30Jul  (P.  Heilman). 

In  ones  and  twos,  American  Avocets, 
amounting  to  8 in  total,  visited  Conneaut  12- 
30  Jul  (LK,  P.  Lozano,  m.ob.).  An  inland 
record  came  from  Batelle-Darby  Metro  Park, 
Franklin,  OH  17-18  Jul  (fide  B.  Whan).  The 
only  report  from  the  Western  Basin  was  of  one 
at  Metzger  Marsh,  Lucas  23  Jun  QP)-  In  Penn- 
sylvania, avocets  numbered  6 at  L.  Redman, 
York  30  Jun-1  Jul  (S.  Wynand),  with  singles  at 
S.R.C.E  25  Jul  QB)  and  Shippensburg,  Cum- 
berland 23-25  Jul  (V.  Gauthier  et  al).  The  only 
Ohio  Whimbrels  were  at  Conneaut  14  Jul  (2; 
A.  Jones,  HC)  and  20  Jul  (one;  CH).  Single 
Whimbrels  were  at  Green  Lane  Res.,  Mont- 
gomery, PA  10  & 14  Jul  0-  Horn).  A Marbled 
Godwit  was  at  Pipe  Creek  9-10  Jul  (BSn,  GLy); 
another  was  at  Conneaut  25  Jul  (MSr).  In 
Pennsylvania,  a Marbled  Godwit  was  pho- 
tographed at  Presque  Isle  24  Jun  (M.  Schall). 
A Solitary  Sandpiper  at  Sandy  Ridge,  Lorain  10 
Jun  (B.R.A.)  was  late.  The  Ohio  Willet  flight  in 
Jul  involved  at  least  30  briefly  visiting  Con- 
neaut throughout  the  month  (C.  Caldwell, 


GLy,  C.  DeFabio,  MSr)  led  by  a flock  of  23  on 
the  6th  (P.  Chaon,  G.  Mount).  Up  to  3 
dropped  in  at  Pipe  Creek  10  Jul  (GLy).  Two 
Willets  were  at  Green  Lane  Res.,  Montgomery, 
PA  10  Jul  (K.  Crilley  et  al).  Four  first-summer 
Western  Sandpipers  were  in  the  company  of 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers  8 Jun  at  Conneaut 
(CH),  a record-high  count  for  spring.  A Least 
Sandpiper  at  Ottawa  6 Jun  was  late  (D.  Vogus 
et  al).  The  414  Short-billed  Dowitchers  at 
Pickerel  Creek  W.A.,  Sandusky  10  Jul  (GLy) 


One  of  four  that  fledged  from  a nest  at  Grand  Central  Land- 
fill, Northampton  County,  Pennsylvania,  this  Blue  Grosbeak 
was  hatched  at  what  appears  to  be  the  northernmost 
breeding  station  for  this  species  in  eastern  Pennsylvania 
(here  29  June  2010).  Photograph  by  Rick  Wiltraut 

represented  an  average  peak  tally  for  the  flight 
of  ads.  in  Ohio.  Three  White-rumped  Sand- 
pipers at  Armleder  Park,  Hamilton,  OH  2-3 
Jun  0-  Frodge)  were  spring  holdovers.  The  ad. 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  flight  through  w.  Ohio  was 
represented  by  up  to  3 birds  on  the  Great  Mi- 
ami R.  in  Dayton  20-27  Jul  Q.  Cade,  J.  Mar- 
vin) and  a single  bird  in  Darke  31  Jul  (|. 
Shrader).  Four  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were 
along  the  shoreline  of  Sandusky  Bay,  OH  16 
Jul  (GLy);  another  was  at  Core  Creek  Park, 
Bucks,  PA  31  Jul  (DF).  Single  Laughing  Gulls 
were  at  Alum  Creek  Res.,  Delaware,  OH  2 Jul 
(RTh)  and  Cullen  Park,  Lucas  20  Jul  (MRz).  A 
first-summer  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  lin- 
gered at  Conneaut  2 Jun  (CH).  Nine  Laughing 
Gulls  at  Peach  Bottom,  Lancaster,  PA  25  Jul 
was  a good  count  for  that  location  (BS).  Three 
Least  Terns  were  seen  at  S.R.C.E  6 Jun  (E. 
Winner  et  al),  and  2 were  there  20  Jun  (BS). 

A White-winged  Dove  appeared  in  a 
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C A Confined  to  a few  hemlock  ravines,  Ohio  populations  of  Wfinter  Wren  are  rarely  occasion  for  commentary  in  this  col- 
3isumn.  This  season  stands  out  for  the  number  of  outliers  detected  and  consolidation  of  range  observed  at  known  sites. 
Hinckley  Reservation,  Medina,  OH  hosted  3 singing  males,  with  one  carrying  food  to  a nest  cavity  (M.  Reed,  TM).  This  repre- 
sents a westward  range  extension  of  the  ne.  Ohio  population.  A nest  discovered  within  the  C.V.N.P.,  Summit  m early  Jun  (J. 
Brumfield)  was  further  evidence  of  the  spread  sw.  away  from  ne.  drainages.  Smaller  disjunct  populations  were  represented 
by  up  to  2 singing  birds  at  Mohican  Gorge,  Ashland,  Jun-Jul  {fide  8.  Hart,  The  Bobolink),  and  Hocking  sightings  of  2 at  Coo- 
kie's Hollow  20  Jun  (B.  Sparks)  and  at  Clear  Creek  Hollow  30  Jul  (DSr,  M.  MacPherson).  A bird  at  Mosquito  Lake  S.P.,  Trumbull 
28  Jun  (J.  Ford,  L.  Brodbeck)  was  well  away  from  known  breeding  sites.  A wayward  individual  at  Carlisle  Reservation,  Lorain 
23  Jul  (B.R.A.)  likely  was  a post-breeding  disperser  from  a nearby  breeding  group. 


Columbus  backyard  12  Jun  (ph.  DSr),  just 
long  enough  for  documentation.  Rare  loca- 
tions for  breeding  Barn  Owls  included  a nest 
site  in  Higginsport,  Brown,  OH  that  hosted  a 
pair  with  5 young  16  jul  (C.  & S.  Clingman). 
Two  young  were  found  in  Bellville,  Wood,  WV 
13  Jun  (P.  Morrison),  adding  to  the  few  upper 
Ohio  R.  sites  where  the  species  hangs  on.  In 
Pennsylvania,  Barn  Owls  in  a nesting  box  in 
Bedminster  Twp.,  Bucks  10  Jul  {fide  AM)  were 
the  first  reported  in  that  county  in  several 
years.  The  only  summer  Short-eared  Owl  was 
one  at  Killdeer  Plains  3 Jul  QV).  A calling 
Chuck- wills-widow  at  Zaleski  S.E,  Vinton  22 
Jun  (BSn)  adds  to  the  occasional  records  from 
se.  Ohio.  A little  farther  e.,  across  the  Ohio  R., 
one  was  unexpected  for  the  Cedar  Lakes 
Recreation  Area,  Jackson,  WV  24-30  Jun  (D. 
Wood,  D.  Patick,  C.  Ellis,  Derek  Courtney).  In 
Pennsylvania,  one  was  present  at  Ft.  In- 
diantown  Gap,  Lebanon  5 Jun+  (J.  Howard, 
m.ob.).  Up  to  4 Eastern  Whip-poor-wills  were 
heard  in  early  Jul  in  the  serpentine  barrens  at 
Goat  Hill  Preserve,  Chester,  PA  (HM,  K.  Fry- 
berger,  A.  & S.  Guarente).  As  part  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania (and  U.S.)  Nightjar  Survey,  four 
routes  were  run  in  Rothrock  S.F  and  Stone  Val- 
ley, with  most  stops  in  n.  Huntingdon,  and  a 
few  each  in  neighboring  Miffiin  and  Centre. 
Surveys  consist  of  a listening  period  (no 
recordings  used)  at  each  of  ten  stops  spaced  at 
one-mile  intervals.  A total  of  40  Eastern  Whip- 
poor-wills  was  counted  on  the  40  stops  (GG, 
Diane  BieiTy).  An  ad.  male  Rufous  Humming- 
bird arrived  at  an  Apple  Creek,  Wayne,  OH 
feeder  24  Jul  (Cristy  Troyer,  A.  Chartier,  ph.  S. 
Snyder)  to  remain  well  into  the  fall  season. 
This  is  among  the  earliest  fall  records  for  Ohio. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Although  within  Atlas  safe  dates,  several  early 
Jun  Least  Flycatchers  in  Ohio,  away  from 
known  breeding  sites,  likely  represent  late  mi- 
grants. These  include  singles  at  Pataskala, 
Licking  3 Jun  (HN),  at  Fernald  Nature  Pre- 
serve, Hamilton  5 Jun  (L.  Houser),  at  Whites- 
tar  Park,  Sandusky  7 Jun  (RSs),  and  in  Colum- 
bus 8 Jun  (DSr).  The  species  is  on  the  move 
southward  relatively  early,  as  evidenced  by  sev- 
eral along  the  L.  Erie  shoreline  in  the  waning 
days  of  Jul.  The  vanguard  reached  Fernald  Na- 
ture Preserve,  Hamilton  31  Jul  (MAr),  and  a 
bird  near  Findlay,  Hancock  12  Jul  (RSs)  was  at 
the  leading  edge  of  known  fall  migration  dates. 
A singing  Alder  Flycatcher  at  Middle  Creek 
W.M.A.,  Lancaster,  PA  24-27  Jun  (B.  Carl  et  al.) 
was  s.  of  its  normal  breeding  range  in  e.  Penn- 
sylvania. An  ad.  male  Vennilion  Flycatcher 
appeared  at  the  Ivan  Miller  residence  s.  of  Mt. 
Hope,  e.  Holmes,  OH  14  Jun  (Michael  Miller, 
m.ob.).  This  is  the  5th  state  record  and  hrst  in 


summer.  Away  from  known  breeding  sites  but 
in  appropriate  breeding  habitat,  single  Blue- 
headed Vireos  were  found  at  two  Licking,  OH 
sites  11  Jun  and  3 Jul  (HN).  A Blue-headed 
Vireo  on  Blue  Mt.  at  Little  Gap,  PA  19  Jul  (RW) 
was  at  the  s.  edge  of  its  range  in  e.  Pennsylva- 
nia and  provided  the  first  summer  record  for 
Northampton.  Also  in  Pennsylvania,  up  to  2 
Loggerhead  Shrikes  were  present  in  Cumber- 
land 1 Jun+  (D.  Reifkin,  R.  Koury  et  al.).  A 
Loggerhead  Shrike  in  Medina,  OH  28  Jun  (TB) 
was  exceptional,  as  the  species  has  virtually 
disappeared  from  the  state.  A rare  resident  of 
the  Eastern  Panhandle  of  West  Virginia,  one 
was  detected  18-21  Jun  in  Jefferson  (C.  Del- 
Colle,  MO).  Stake-out  Bell’s  Vireos  in  Ohio  in- 
cluded singles  at  Heritage  Park  in  Hilliard, 
Franklin  5 Jun  (R.  Thorn)  and  at  the  Kilby 
Gravel  pits,  Hamilton  28  Jun  (DGe,  LGe).  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  summered  at  several 
Ohio  locales,  with  breeding  conhrmation  at 
Highland  Park  Cemetery,  Cuyahoga  6 Jun  (I. 
Schmidt).  A juv.  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  at 
Churchville  Park,  Bucks,  PA  3 Jul  (B.  Lishman) 
furnished  evidence  of  the  2nd  breeding  in  that 
county.  Two  Marsh  Wrens  in  Chester,  PA  1 
Jun-17  Jul  (HM,  N.  Pulcinella)  provided  the 
first  breeding  season  records  there  since  the 
early  1970s.  Always  a good  find  in  nw.  Ohio,  a 
pair  of  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  was  at  the 
Manore  Rd.  breeding  site  in  the  Oak  Openings, 
Lucas  5 Jun,  and  a family  group  of  6 was  seen 
there  20  Jun  (MA).  Sedge  Wrens  were  reported 
in  Franklin,  PA  26  Jun  (fide  V.  Gauthier). 

A Tennessee  Warbler  in  Cincinnati,  Hamil- 
ton 12  Jul  (ph.  L.  Braumbaugh)  was  a very  ear- 
ly fall  migrant  s.  to  the  Ohio  R.  valley.  More  in 
keeping  with  prior  early  reports,  one  was  at 
Magee  24Jul  (R.  Shonkwiler),  while  a very  late 
spring  bird  was  noted  in  Franklin  12  Jun 
(DSr).  Always  a noteworthy  summer  addition 
to  Ohio,  a Nashville  Warbler  was  along  the 
Towpath  with  the  C.V.N.R,  Summit  9 Jul  (HC). 
A territorial  male  Brewster’s  Warbler  in  Shelby 
12  Jun  (TSy)  was  extraordinary  for  w.-cen. 
Ohio,  as  it  was  well  outside  the  historic  range 
of  Golden-winged  Warbler  in  the  state.  Virtu- 
ally all  prior  territorial  hybrids  with  Blue- 
winged Warbler  have  set  up  shop  within  the 
former  range  of  Golden-winged  Warbler.  An- 


other Brewster’s  was  located  near  War- 
densville.  Hardy,  WV  11  Jun  (MO),  well  with- 
in the  hybrid  zone.  A Lawrence’s  Warbler  was 
atjaite,  C.V.N.R,  Summit,  OH  25  Jul  (MSr,  G. 
Schneider).  A Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  at 
Carlisle  Reservation,  Lorain,  OH  11  Jun 
(B.R.A.)  was  a late  migrant,  whereas  2 at  Steb- 
bins  Gulch,  Geauga,  OH  30  Jun  (DSr)  were 
suggestive  of  a breeding  attempt.  Occasional  in 
s.  Ohio,  a singing  Magnolia  Warbler  was  vGth- 
in  Zaleski  S.F,  Vinton  20  Jun  (BSn);  one  on 
Kelleys  L,  Erie,  OH  14  Jun  (K.  Shulgina)  was  a 
late  migrant.  A Cerulean  Warbler  at  Kendricks 
Woods,  Allen,  OH  was  at  the  fringe  of  the 
species’  breeding  range  in  Ohio  18  Jul  (TSy). 
The  16  Cerulean  Warblers  along  Lower  Trail, 
Huntingdon,  PA  5 jun  (N.  Bolgiano)  was  a nice 
count.  Two  singing  Yellow-throated  Warblers 
in  White  Pine/Sycamore  habitat  at  two  loca- 
tions along  the  Brodhead  Cr.,  Monroe,  PA  dur- 
ing Jun  represented  the  northernmost  loca- 
tions for  the  species  in  e.  Pennsylvania  (RW). 
Most  unusual,  a Northern  Waterthrush  was 
heard  in  song  at  Lake  Hope  S.P,  Vinton  15  Jun 
(BSn);  the  species  is  not  known  to  breed  in  s. 
Ohio.  An  ad.  female  Connecticut  Warbler  was 
mist-netted  at  Navarre  Marsh,  Ottawa,  OH  25 
Jul  (ph.  J.  Shieldcastle,  B.S.B.O.).  Unexpected 
Canada  Warblers  included  singing  males  with- 
in the  C.VN.P.  27  Jun  (B.  McCarty)  and  in 
Hardy,  WV  12  Jun  (MO),  where  exceptional 
for  the  Eastern  Panhandle.  A Summer  Tanager 
at  Kendricks  Woods,  Allen,  OH  was  locally  rare 
for  w.-cen.  Ohio  18  Jul  (TSy).  In  Pennsylvania, 
Dickcissel  reports  included  one  at  Pymatuning 
L.,  Crawford  18  Jun  (A.  Bledsoe),  7+  near  New- 
burg,  Cumberland  26  Jun  (TJ),  one  in  Lancast- 
er 13+  Jun  (D.  Weber  et  al.),  and  an  amazing 
14  singing  males  at  the  Penn-Warner  Tract 
landfill  in  Bucks,  PA  3 Jun  (DF). 

A Clay-colored  Sparrow  near  Phillipsburg, 
Clearfield,  PA  18  Jun  (J.  Dunn,  S.  Lewis)  was 
unusual  for  that  location;  one  near  Walnut 
Creek,  Wayne,  OH  returned  for  a 3rd  season 
(The  Bobolink).  Up  to  8 ad.  Lark  Sparrows 
were  at  the  East  Miami  River  Rd.  gravel  pits  in 
Hamilton  5 Jun+  (P  Wharton).  The  species 
persists  at  Oakes  Quarry  Park,  Greene,  OH, 
with  3 there  17  Jul  0-  Moore),  and  Morgan- 
thaler  Cemetery,  Butler,  OH  proved  a new  site 
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r A Clay-colored  Sparrow  is  exceptionally  rare  in  summer  in  Ohio,  and  few  breeding  attempts  have  been  documented.  Al- 
I)Mthough  no  mate  was  seen,  a Clay-colored  Sparrow  in  the  backyard  of  Terry  and  Barb  Sponseller  in  Stark,  OH  9 Jun  was 
joined  26  Jun  by  a juv.,  which  the  ad.  bird  fed.  The  Sponsellers  write;  "The  Clay-colored  Sparrow  that  has  been  feeding  in  our 
yard  since  29  Apr  was  successful  in  breeding  for  the  2nd  time  this  summer.  The  male  was  singing  once  more  29  Jun,  and  by 
5 Jul  he  was  no  longer  feeding  any  of  the  3 juv.  birds.  He  continued  to  sing  until  11  Jul,  at  which  time  he  would  make  fre- 
quent trips  to  nearby  bushes."  By  late  Jul,  this  bird  was  feeding  another  fresh  juv.,  representing  2nd  brood.  The  Sponsellers 
never  saw  the  mate  of  this  Clay-colored  Sparrow  but  suspect  that  a Chipping  Sparrow  was  involved  on  both  occasions.  A Clay- 
colored  Sparrow  x Chipping  Sparrow  hybrid  has  been  documented  elsewhere  in  ne.  Ohio. 


from  the  sw.  20  Jun  (J.  Hull).  Three  pairs  and 
3 young  were  found  in  w.  Tuscarawas,  OH  19 
Jun  (fide  Paul  Hershberger,  The  Bobolwk). 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  are  scarce  in  w.-cen. 
Ohio,  so  one  in  Auglaize  20  Jul  (TSy)  was 
noteworthy.  Another  was  unexpected  at 
O.N.W.R.  19  Jun  (C.  Pierce).  Late  spring  mi- 
grant White-throated  Sparrows  along  the  L. 
Erie  shoreline  in  ne.  Ohio  are  annual:  one  was 
in  downtown  Cleveland  7 Jun  (TM)  and  2 at 
Sandy  Ridge,  Lorain  6 Jun  (MBn).  However, 
Ohio  birders  should  be  on  the  lookout  for 
birds  lingering  into  the  summer  season  well  s. 
into  the  interior.  Adding  to  a list  of  birds  away 
from  L.  Erie,  singles  were  at  the  Polaris  Town 
Center,  Franklin  19  Jun  (A1  La  Sala)  and  at 
Eairfield  East  Elementary,  Butler  14  Jun  (M. 
Busam).  A Dark-eyed  Junco  along  the  Ashtab- 
ula R.  gorge,  Ashtabula,  OH  30  jun  (CH)  was 
an  unusual  but  not  so  out  of  place  as  one  at 
Charles  Mill  L.,  Richland,  OH  20  Jun  (B. 
Nordstrom).  A Dark-eyed  Junco  carrying 
food  at  Sarver,  Butler,  PA  was  64  km  away 
from  the  nearest  known  breeding  area  in  the 
mts.  of  Westmoreland  (C.  Tague  et  al.). 

In  sw.  Ohio,  Blue  Grosbeaks  are  spilling  out 
of  the  sw.  river  drainages  eastward  to  Clinton, 
where  reported  from  three  sites  5-10  Jul  (D. 
Overacker,  J.  Karlson,  LG,  B.  Powell).  One  in 
ne.  Seneca,  OH  10  Jun  (RSs)  was  most  unex- 
pected. Blue  Grosbeaks  successfully  nested  for 
the  2nd  year  in  a row  at  a grassland  habitat 
project  at  Grand  Central  Sanitary  Landfill, 
Northampton,  PA,  the  northernmost  breeding 
location  for  the  species  in  e.  Pennsylvania 
(RW).  Singing  male  Blue  Grosbeaks  near 
Snow  Shoe,  Centre,  PA  (GG)  and  near  Phillips- 
burg,  Clearfield,  PA  Q-  Dunn,  S.  Lewis)  were 
unusual  for  those  locations,  as  was  one  in 
Schuylkill,  PA  27  Jun  (TJ).  An  ad,  male  Paint- 
ed Bunting  was  photographed  at  a feeder  near 
Reading,  PA  30  Jun  (ph.  M.  Schmeck),  the  5th 
for  Berks  (fide  RK).  The  Ridgline  Rd.,  Wood, 
OH  Western  Meadowlark  returned  for  anoth- 
er season  (RSs,  GS,  MRz).  Pour  Pine  Siskins 
were  in  Bastress  Twp.,  Lycoming,  PA  13  Jul  (A. 
Savakinas),  and  at  least  2 were  in  Indiana,  PA 
29Jun-t  (M.  Cunkelman). 

Errata:  Prom  autumn  2009:  The  3 American 
Avocets  at  Clear  Pork  Res.  were  in  the  Rich  - 


land  portion  of  that  lake.  Likewise,  the  Laugh- 
ing Gull  at  Pleasant  Hill  L.  was  found  in  the 
Richland  portion  of  the  lake.  The  Cattle  Egret 
and  Rufous  Hummingbird  reported  by  Junior 
Nisley  were  in  Knox. 

Addenda:  Por  spring  2010:  ad.  Little  Blue 
Heron,  Clinton  Twp.,  Seneca,  OH  (ph. 
Charles  (Sr  Charlotte  Gaitross),  a first  county 
record;  Purple  Gallinule,  York,  PA  31  May 
(fide  P.  Robinson);  Chuck-wills-widow,  John 
Heinz  N.W.R.,  Philadelphia,  PA  20  May  (A. 
Bekker);  Sedge  Wren,  Luzerne,  PA  13  May  (R. 
Koval);  Loggerhead  Shrike,  Cumberland,  PA 
26  May  (D.  Seifkin);  Swainson’s  Warbler, 
Powdermill  Nature  Reserve,  Westmoreland, 
PA  1 (Sr  8 May  (b.  A.  Vitz);  Swainsons  Warbler 
singing  19  Apr-30  May  in  Westnwreland,  PA 
(fide  T.  Kuehl);  Summer  Tanager,  Dauphin,  PA 
1 May  0-  Horton,  B.  Horton)  and  Delaware, 
PA  8 May  (C.  Langman). 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  compilers  in 
boldface  type):  OHIO:  Matt  Anderson  (MA), 
Mark  Artmayr  (MAr),  Mike  Bracken  (MBn), 
Haans  Clebscb  (HC),  Rick  Counts  (RC), 
Gary  Cowell  (GC),  Todd  Deal  (TD),  Dave 
Gagne  (DGa),  Dan  Gesauldo  (DGe),  Lynn 
Gesauldo  (LGe),  Craig  Holt  (CH),  Bill  Jones 
(BJ),  Laura  Keene  (LK),  Gabe  Leidy  (GLy), 
Terri  Martindc  (TM),  Heather  Nagy  (HN), 
John  Pogacnik  QP),  Mark  Rozmarynowycz 
(MRz),  Robert  Sams  (RSs),  Troy  Shiveley 
(TSy),  Bruce  Simpson  (BSn),  Dave  Slager 
(DSr),  Gene  Stauffer  (GS),  Matthew  Stude- 
baker  (MSr),  Joseph  Volzer  (JV).  PENNSYL- 
VANIA: Justin  Bosler  QB),  Devich  Farbotnik 
(DF),  Greg  Grove  (GG),  Paul  Hess  (PH), 
Tom  Johnson  (TJ),  Rudy  Keller  (RK),  Larry 
Lewis  (LL),  Jerry  McWilliams  (JM),  Holly 
Merker  (HM),  August  Mirabella  (AM),  Bob 
Schutsky  (BS),  Mark  Vass  (MV),  Rick 
Wiltraut  (RW).  WEST  VIRGINIA:  Matt  Orsie 
(MO).© 
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The  summer  was  wet  and  hot;  the  Re- 
gion’s precipitation  totals  were  the  sec- 
ond highest  ever,  and  temperatures 
were  within  the  top  ten  per  cent  of  all  years 
on  record.  June  was  especially  rainy,  with  the 
composite  18.5  cm  for  Indiana  its  fourth 
wettest  ever  and  the  18.9  cm  for  Illinois  its 
third  highest.  These  conditions  seemed  to  be 
a boon  for  nesting  success,  particularly  for 
aquatic  species.  Notable  species  recorded  in- 
cluded Black-bellied  and  Fulvous  Whistling- 
Ducks,  Ross’s  Goose,  Anhinga,  White-faced 
Ibis,  and  Purple  Gallinule. 

Abbreviations:  Bev.  Sh.  (Beverly  Shores, 
Porter,  IN);  Cane  Ridge  (Cane  Ridge  W.M.A., 
Gibson,  IN);  Dunes  (Dunes  S.P.,  Porter,  IN); 
Emiquon  (The  Nature  Conservancy  Emiquon 
Preserve,  Fulton,  IL);  EP  (Forest  Preserve), 
EW.A.  (Fish  and  Wildlife  Area);  Goose  Pond 
(Goose  Pond  EW.A.,  Greene,  IN);  Hennepin 
(Hennepin-Hopper  Lake  Restoration  Area, 
Putnam,  IL);  Kankakee  Sands  (Kankakee 
Sands  Preserve,  Newton,  IN);  Mich.  City 
(Michigan  City  Harbor,  LaPorte,  IN);  Miller 
(Miller  Beach);  Pine  Creek  (Pine  Creek 
Gamebird  Habitat  Area,  Benton,  IN). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PELICANS 

A Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  was  noted 
18  Jun  in  Calhoun,  IL  (ph.  DMK).  Perhaps  the 
same  Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  that  was  seen 
at  Goose  Pond  in  the  spring  was  seen  there  9 
(BF),  24  (LWS),  & 26  Jun  OlD)-  Unusual  for 
summer  were  single  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  5 Jun  in  Sangamon,  IL  (HDB)  and  9 Jun 
in  Kankakee,  IL  QbH).  Thirty-three  Snow 
Geese  were  reported,  all  from  Illinois,  includ- 
ing a flock  of  18  in  Sangamon,  IL  through  11 
Jul  (HDB).  A Ross’s  Goose  found  in  Boone  11 
Jun  (RLH)  represented  Indiana’s  first  ever 


summer  record.  Wood  Ducks  had  a successful 
nesting  season  that  was  accentuated  by  the 
500  tallied  at  Emiquon  30  Jun  (KAM).  For  a 
5th  consecutive  year.  Blue-winged  Teal  nested 
at  Goose  Pond;  a female  and  a downy  chick 
were  found  there  10  Jun  (DW).  An  ad.  Gad- 
wall  with  3 young  was  seen  at  Rollins  Savan- 
nah EP,  Lake,  IL  15  Jul,  and  63  were  there  27 
Jul  (BJS).  A male  American  Wigeon  was  at 
Goose  Pond  7 Jun  (BF),  and  another  was  at 
se.  Chicago’s  Deadstick  Pond  8 Jun  (WJM). 
Green-winged  Teal  bred  at  Rollins  Savannah 
EP,  Lake,  IL,  with  a pair  and  6 juvs.  there  15 
Jul  (BJS),  and  at  the  Calumet  W.T.P  in  Chica- 
go, where  an  ad.  and  9 downy  young  were 
seen  25  Jun  (WJM);  a pair  was  also  at  Goose 
Pond  12  Jul  (LWS).  A male  Canvasback  was 
at  Hennepin  3 Jun  (REp  KDF)  and  another 
was  at  Emiquon  10  (KBR,  GN)  & 17  Jun 
(APS).  Also  unusual  were  2 Buffleheads:  one 
at  Whalon  Lake  EP,  Will,  IL  4 Jun  QAS),  the 
other  at  Emiquon  31  Jul  (KBR). 

A Ruffed  Grouse  heard  drumming  in 
Hoosier  N.E,  Lawrence  4 Jul  (AK,  NK)  fur- 
nished Indiana’s  first  record  for  the  month  of 
Jul  since  2006.  While  relatively  few  Greater 
Prairie-Chickens  were  reported  at  Prairie 
Ridge  S.N.A.,  Jasper  and  Marion,  IL,  a notable 
201  Northern  Bobwhites  were  counted  there 
15-16  Jun  QWW  RES,  CLH,  SSn).  Two  Com- 
mon Loons  lingered  in  Sangamon,  IL  6 Jun-6 
Jul,  with  one  still  there  31  Jul  (HDB),  and  an- 
other was  at  E.  Fork  L.,  Richland,  IL  8-9  Jun 
(CLH);  3 were  reported  from  Indiana.  Two 
Horned  Grebes  observed  on  L.  Gibson,  Gib- 
son 1 Jul  (AK),  and  that  were  seen  through 
the  end  of  the  period  (CEM),  provided  Indi- 
ana’s hrst  ever  Jul  record.  An  Eared  Grebe  was 
a surprise  27  Jun  (TW  et  al.)  and  1 Jul  (KBR) 
in  Mason,  IL. 

Though  still  rare  for  the  Region,  Neotrop- 
ic Cormorants  are  occurring  with  increasing 
frequency,  with  3 noted  this  season.  One 
spotted  late  in  spring  in  se.  Chicago  contin- 
ued through  30  Jul  (ph.  WJM,  m.ob.);  an- 
other was  at  Carlyle  L.,  s.  IL  17  Jun  (ph. 
DMK);  and  another  was  at  Emiquon  29-31 
Jul  (ph.  GN,  APS,  KBR,  KAM).  At  Eagle 
Creek  Park  in  Indianapolis,  the  four  Double- 
crested  Cormorant  nests  there  (fide  LP)  were 
the  first  ever  for  cen.  Indiana;  cormorant 
nests  at  L.  Gibson,  Gibson,  IN  produced  a 
minimum  of  2 fledglings  (CEM).  Anhingas 
returned  to  the  same  heron  rookery  at  Little 
Black  Slough  S.N.A.,  Jo/tnsofi,  IL  where  they 
nested  in  2009.  Ten  birds,  including  full- 
grown  juvs.,  were  there  4 Jul  (MM-L),  and  3 
were  at  the  nearby  Cache  River  S.N.A.  15 
Jul+  (MM-L  et  al.).  American  White  Pelicans 
maintained  a strong  summer  presence  in  the 
Region,  continuing  though  perhaps  not  ex- 


tending the  eastward  shift  that  started  in  the 
first  half  of  the  last  decade.  Following  the  Re- 
gion’s first  documented  breeding  near  the 
Mississippi  R.  in  Carroll,  IL  last  year,  the 
species  nested  there  again  this  season.  On  28 
Jun,  167  nests  were  counted,  with  many 
small  young  and  100+  medium-sized  chicks 
(SJD).  Numbers  were  strong  elsewhere  in 
Illinois,  with  1000  at  Chautauqua  N.W.R.  23 
Jul  (LLH)  and  425  at  Emiquon  30  Jul 
(KAM).  In  Indiana,  numbers  did  not  reach 
the  record-setting  level  of  last  summer  but 
still  matched  the  all-time  summer  total  from 
years  before  2009.  Three  were  on  Wolf  L., 
Lake  11  Jun  (CAM),  a single  that  was  in  Ea- 
gle Marsh,  Allen  12  Jun  QAH)  was  joined  by 
another  19  Jun  QH),  and  one  was  at  Goose 
Pond  26  Jun  (LWS,  AWB). 

HERONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

An  excellent  total  of  50  Least  Bitterns  was  re- 
ported in  Indiana.  Exceptional  numbers  of 
Great  Egrets  were  tallied  in  the  Region  this 
summer,  with  397  at  American  Bottoms,  Mon- 
roe, IL  6 Ju!  (C&PD),  300  at  E.  Cape  Gi- 
rardeau, IL  27  Jul  (DMK),  and  373  at  Goose 
Pond  28  Jul  (LWS,  BS).  Two  Snowy  Egrets  en- 
gaging in  courtship  behaviors  and  nest-build- 
ing were  observed  at  Goose  Pond  16  Jul  (DG, 
KR),  though  the  attempt  never  came  to 
fruition.  The  2 imm.  Little  Blue  Herons  at  Elm 
Rd.  wetlands  21  Jul  (BH)  provided  the  first 
record  for  Marshall,  IN  in  almost  30  years.  A 
sizable  group  of  28  Cattle  Egrets  was  seen  at 
Patoka  Lake  N.W.R.,  Gibson,  IN  22  Jul  (SG), 
and  26  ads.  and  11  nests  were  noted  28  Jun 
along  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Carroll,  IL  (SJD). 
Over  the  period  7-28  Jul,  at  least  14  Black- 
crowned  Night-Heron  nests  containing  a 
minimum  of  19  nestlings  were  found  at 
Goose  Pond  (LWS),  apparently  the  first  Indi- 
ana breeding  attempts  by  the  species  away 
from  the  L.  Michigan  lakefront  since  1999.  A 
nice  total  of  8 Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons 
came  from  Cahokia  Mounds,  St.  Clair,  IL  26 
Jul  (DMK). 

Ajuv.  White  Ibis  was  present  29  Jun-lOJul 
at  American  Bottoms,  Monroe,  IL  (C&PD,  ph. 
DMK,  KAM,  m.ob.),  and  a different  juv.  was 
in  Monroe,  IL  21  Jul  (ph.  DMK).  Two  more 
juvs.  were  present  at  Cahokia  Mounds,  St. 
Clair,  IL  23  Jul-4  Aug  (DMK,  KAM,  ERH  et 
al.),  and  an  imm.  was  noted  in  Pope,  IL  17  Jul 
(CAT,  APS,  BAH).  An  ad.  Glossy  Ibis  in  St. 
Clair,  IL  2-3  Jul  was  positively  identified,  but 
an  imm.  Plegadis  in  its  company  was  not 
pegged  to  species  (WMR,  DMK  et  al.).  Re- 
ports of  ad.  White-faced  Ibis  included  one  in 
Marshall,  IL  7 Jun  (MJB),  2 at  Sand  L.,  Mason, 
IL  13-19  Jun  (TL,  DH),  and  one  just  e.  of 
Goose  Pond  21-24  Jun  (BP,  LWS). 
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A pair  of  Black  Vultures  10  Jun  and  an  ad. 
feeding  a young  juv.  22  Jun  along  the  Missis- 
sippi R.  in  Monroe,  IL  (C&PD)  provided  evi- 
dence of  breeding  n.  of  the  normal  range. 
Mississippi  Kites  once  again  made  headlines. 
In  Rockford,  IL,  3 ads.  were  noted  in  early  Jun 
near  the  site  where  they  had  nested  in  previ- 
ous years  (DTW  et  al),  with  evidence  of  this 
year’s  nesting  coming  after  the  season’s  end 
(LGB,  DTW  et  al).  An  ad.  was  photographed 
over  Muscatatuck  N.W.R.,  Jacksoti/Jennings, 
IN  11  Jul  (DHK);  the  kite  nest  found  in  w. 
Greene,  IN  during  the  spring  had  2 nestlings 
as  of  17  Jul  (ph.  DG).  Two  kites  20  Jul  in 
Springfield,  IL  (ph.  HDB)  and  one  at  Olney 
Richland,  IL  23  Jul  (CLH)  were  away  from 
normal  locales  for  the  species.  Also  notable 
were  2 successfully  fledged  Northern  Harriers 
at  Goose  Pond  28  Jul  (LWS).  The  sole  report 
of  Swainson’s  Hawks  from  their  traditional 
breeding  area  in  McHmry/Kane,  IL  was  of  a 
single  in  Burlington  17  Jul  (DJS). 

King  Rails  nested  successfully  at  Goose 
Pond  for  at  least  the  6th  consecutive  year 
{fide  LWS),  and  an  ad.  with  5 juvs.  was  ob- 
served at  Middlefork  Savanna  ER,  Lake,  IL  19 
Jul  (GW,  ph.  NAL,  BJS).  Other  King  Rails 
were  seen  at  five  additional  sites.  For  the  first 
time  in  35  years,  downy  Sora  chicks  were 
found  along  the  Indiana  lakefront,  as  3 were 
observed  in  Bev.  Sh.  10  Jul  QKC.  SRB).  At 
least  one  of  the  2 Purple  Gallinules  seen  in  a 
LaPorte,  IN  backyard  during  the  spring  re- 
mained at  the  site  through  7 Jun  (DA).  Com- 
mon Moorhens  nested  successfully  at  no  few- 
er than  six  sites  Regionwide,  including:  an 
ad.  and  2 large  downy  young  seen  at  Pigeon 
River  EW.A.,  Lagrange,  IN  10  Jul  QAH,  SS), 
marking  the  first  successful  nesting  there 
since  2000;  a family  group  of  2 ads.  and  10 
downy  young  at  Grant  St.  wetland.  Lake  19 
Jun  (ph.  LSH,  KJB);  3 ads.  with  5 chicks  at 
Green  River  S.W.A.,  Lee,  IL  31  Jul  (DTW); 
and  at  least  two  broods  at  L.  Calumet  in 
Chicago  (WJM).  A pair  of  Sandhill  Cranes 
was  present  throughout  the  season  at  Heron 
County  Park,  Vermilion,  IL  (BSc,  BL,  RD, 
m.ob).  First  noted  in  Apr,  they  made  the 
most  southerly  nesting  attempt  ever  in  Illi- 
nois, but  their  nest,  which  had  one  egg,  was 
flooded  18  May.  Another  nest  2 Jun  was  also 
destroyed  by  flood  waters  later  that  month, 
though  the  birds  remained  into  Aug.  Indica- 
tive of  an  increase  in  summer  Sandhill 
Cranes  in  the  Region  generally  was  an  Indi- 
ana record  high  summer  count  of  60  at  Pi- 
geon River  EW.A.,  Steuben  10  Jul  QAH,  SS). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A Piping  Plover  was  noted  25  Jul  at  Rend  L. 
(LSt,  DMK,  MSS),  and  a banded  juv.  Piping 


Plover  that  hatched  on  N.  Manitou  L,  MI  ap- 
peared at  Miller  27-31  Jul  (ph.  JCK,  KJB).  An 
unbanded  ad.  was  also  at  Miller  30  (ph.  MT) 
& 31  Jul  (LS,  m.ob.).  An  impressive  1700 
Killdeer  were  counted  at  Emiquon  30  Jul 
(KAM).  Only  7 American  Avocets  were 
recorded  in  the  Region  this  season.  A superb 
count  of  128  Spotted  Sandpipers  was  made 
16  Jul  at  Jake  Wolf  Fish  Hatchery,  Mason,  IL 
(RGB,  SNB).  An  ad.  Greater  Yellowlegs  at 
Goose  Pond  24  Jun  (AK,  NK,  LWS)  provided 
Indiana’s  earliest  unambiguous  fall  migrant. 
A tardy  spring  migrant  Lesser  Yellowlegs  was 
in  Allen,  IN  7 Jun  QAH),  while  early  fall  mi- 
grants returned  24  Jun,  with  2 just  e.  of 
Goose  Pond  (LWS)  and  one  in  Mason,  IL 
(KBR).  Two  Willets  along  the  Ohio  R.  in 
Spencer,  IN  13  Jul  (DAy)  were  unexpected  for 
that  location,  as  was  an  alternate-plumaged 
ad.  at  Brookville  Res.,  Union,  IN  25  Jul 
(WHB);  14  were  noted  at  Chicago’s  Montrose 
Pt.  15  Jul  (ph.  SGS). 

Despite  the  tally  of  7 Upland  Sandpipers  at 
Bendix  Meadow  near  South  Bend,  IN  7 Jul 
(M&VR),  this  year’s  Indiana  total  was  the 
lowest  since  2001.  A northbound  Whimbrel 
was  away  from  L.  Michigan  in  Kankakee,  IL 
2 Jun  OBH),  and  one  was  southbound  in 
Chicago  25-28  Jul  (KRW,  WJM,  m.ob.). 
These  were  the  only  Whimbrels  reported. 
Reports  of  Hudsonian  Godwits  came  only 
from  Emiquon,  with  one  noted  3 Jun  and  2 
seen  18  & 28  Jul  (KBR).  There  were  7 Mar- 
bled Godwits  noted  this  season:  one  in  Sang- 
amon, IL  22-28  Jun  (HDB),  2 at  Chicago’s 
Montrose  Pt.  5 Jul  (LGM),  2 ads.  at  Miller  7 
Jul  0CK)>  one  at  Emiquon  22  Jul  (KBR),  and 
another  at  the  USX  impoundment.  Lake,  IN 
27  Jul  QKC,  KJB).  Only  2 Ruddy  Turnstones 
were  reported  for  the  summer.  Joining  a 
Sanderling  flock  consisting  of  a hefty  total  of 
110  ads.  at  Miller  24  Jul,  an  ad.  Red  Knot  in 
alternate  plumage  OKC,  SRB,  KJB)  was  Indi- 
ana’s earliest  ever  fall  migrant.  The  Region’s  7 
reported  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  included  4 at 
Emiquon  27  Jul  (KBR)  and  2 in  Indiana.  A 
tardy  Red-necked  Phalarope  was  in  Kanka- 
kee, IL  2 jun  (vt.  JBH). 

Five  Laughing  and  4 Franklin’s  Gulls  were 
noted  this  season.  Lingering  winter  gulls  in- 
cluded an  imm.  Lesser  Black-backed  and  an 
imm.  Glaucous  Gull  in  Winthrop  Harbor, 
Lake,  IL  15  Jun  (EWW).  Another  exceptional 
summer  for  Caspian  Terns  was  highlighted  by 
peak  counts  of  84  (which  included  10  juvs.) 
at  Miller  20  Jul  QKC  et  al),  55  at  Great  Lakes 
Naval  Training  Center,  Lake,  IL  1 Jul  (DRD, 
BSe),  and  52  at  Braidwood  L.,  Will,  IL  8 Jul 
QBH).  Caspian  Terns  nested  again  in  Chica- 
go, with  3 downy  juvs.  noted  19  Jun  atop  the 
Jardine  W.T.P.  building  where  last  year’s  first 


state  nesting  occurred  (GAW).  The  Common 
Tern  colony  at  Great  Lakes  Naval  Training 
Center,  Lake,  IL  peaked  with  30  ads.,  12 
nests,  and  28  eggs  1 Jul,  but  all  eggs  were 
gone  and  the  colony  abandoned,  likely  due  to 
predation,  16  Jul  (DRD,  BSe).  Least  Terns  had 
a successful  season  of  reproduction  in  s.  Indi- 
ana, as  approximately  110  nests  in  Gibson 
produced  roughly  165  fledglings  and  30  addi- 
tional nests  near  Rockport,  Spencer  produced 
approximately  15  fledglings  (CEM).  Out  of 
place  were  2 Least  Terns  at  Great  Lakes  Naval 
Training  Center,  Lake,  IL  9 Jul  (DRD,  BSe).  At 
Emiquon,  95  Black  Terns  were  noted  6 & 10 
Jun  (KBR),  and  40  were  at  Hennepin  3 Jun 
(REF,  KDF). 

OWLS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

Barn  Owls  appeared  to  have  a banner  year.  An 
avian  rehabilitation  center  in  Bloomington 
that  had  never  before  cared  for  a Barn  Owl  re- 
ceived 1 1 young  Barn  Owls  from  three  differ- 
ent broods  in  s.  Indiana.  At  least  20  other 
Barn  Owls,  including  ads.  and  young,  from 
five  different  sites  in  s.  Indiana  were  reported 
(fide  JSC),  while  in  s.  Illinois  8 ads.  and  17 
juvs.  were  noted.  Much  farther  n.  in  Iroquois, 
IL,  a pair  with  young  was  observed  13  Jun 
and  1 Jul-i-  (JB,  DK).  At  Prairie  Ridge  S.N.A., 
Jasper,  IL,  4 ad.  Short-eared  Owls  and  6 
fledged  juvs.  were  recorded  15  Jun  (JWW, 
RES,  SSn).  Two  Chuck-will’s-widows  ob- 
served 2 Jul  in  Bald  Bluff  Township,  Hender- 
son, IL  (DJM)  were  well  n.  of  their  normal 
range.  A nice  tally  of  20  Eastern  Whip-poor- 
wills  was  made  at  Big  River  S.E,  Henderson,  IL 
2 Jul  (PR).  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 
numbers  were  up  this  summer,  exemplified 
by  a minimum  of  21  seen  at  a Johnson,  IN 
feeder  4 Jul  (GD).  Illinois  banding  totals  in- 
cluded 143  in  e.  Adams  10  Jul  and  122  in  n. 
Calhoun  26  Jul  (VMK).  A Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
sucker  was  observed  5 Jun  at  Lost  Mound 
N.W.R.,  Jo  Daviess,  IL  (VMK  et  al),  where  this 
species  sometimes  summers. 

At  Potato  Creek  S.P.,  St.  Joseph,  IN,  a late 
Olive-sided  Flycatcher  was  singing  15  Jun 
(StS),  and  an  even  later  singing  bird  in  w. 
Tippecanoe  1 Jul  (HP,  fide  SU)  provided  Indi- 
ana’s first  Jul  record.  Significant  tallies  of  East- 
ern Wood-Pewees  were  49  in  the  Palos  area, 
sw.  Cook,  IL  10  Jun  (DFS)  and  29  at  Lowden- 
Miller  S.E,  Ogle,  IL  10  Jul  (DFS).  For  the  In- 
diana lakefront,  a notable  count  of  22  Acadi- 
an Flycatchers  was  made  at  Dunes  14  Jun 
(BB),  and  a fine  count  of  13  Willow  Flycatch- 
ers came  from  Porter  20  Jul  QRO-  In  their 
Madison  and  St.  Clair,  IL  stronghold,  at  least 
four  nests  or  family  groups  of  Western  King- 
birds were  noted.  At  least  one  of  the  s.  Gibson, 
IN  Western  Kingbirds  that  was  found  in  May 
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lingered  through  18  Jun,  when  the  nest  it  had 
built  was  destroyed  by  a storm  (SG).  Other  re- 
ports of  Western  Kingbirds  included  one  in 
Winnebago,  IL  9 Jun  (TL,  LGB,  DTW  et  al.) 
and  2 in  Quincy  Adams,  IL  26  Jun  QF)  and  30 
Jun-16  Jul  (AR,  PR).  A female  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  worked  on  a nest  in  Belleville,  St. 
Clair,  IL  22  Jun-10  Jul  (TUM,  ph.  DMK,  JL, 
m.ob.),  but  no  incubation  was  observed.  An- 
other Scissor-tailed  that  was  found  in  n.  Indi- 
ana adjacent  to  the  Michigan  state  line  4 Jun 
(ph.  JKC)  furnished  the  hrst  record  for 
Elkhart.  Additional  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers 
were  noted  at  Emiquon  3 Jun  (KBR),  at  Cy- 
press Creek  N.W.R.,  Union,  IL  22  Jun  (DWy 
MM-L),  and  at  American  Bottoms,  Monroe,  IL 
25  Jun  (ph.  DMK). 

The  13  Loggerhead  Shrikes  (including 
ads.  and  young)  reported  in  Indiana  this 
summer  was  the  highest  total  since  2003, 
while  Leroy  Harrison  located  27  in  se.  Illi- 
nois, including  two  pairs  and  a brood  of  4 
young.  A singing  Blue-headed  Vireo  at  Pi- 
geon River  FW.A.,  Lagrange  17  and  29  Jun 
QAH,  SS)  provided  a rare  Jun  record  for  In- 
diana. A sizable  tally  of  16  Yellow-throated 
Vireos  was  also  made  at  Pigeon  River  FW.A. 
17  Jun  (JAH,  SS).  Large  concentrations  of 
staging  swallows  noted  in  Illinois  by  Dan 
Kassebaum  included  8000  Banks  at  Rend  L., 
Jefferson  29  Jul;  3000  Banks  at  Two  Rivers 
N.W.R.,  Calhoun  24  Jul;  3000  Banks  at  Dog- 
tooth L,  Alexander  27  Jul;  and  3000  Cliffs 
and  2000  Barns  in  Monroe  23  Jun. 

NUTHATCHES  THROUGH 
WEAVER  FINCHES 

A pair  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  fledged 
young  10  Jun  in  Naperville,  IL  O^S),  and  a 
juv.  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  was  noted  in  a 
Downers  Grove,  IL  yard  22  Jun  (REF).  A 
Brown  Creeper  exhibiting  nesting  behavior 
was  found  in  the  Beanblossom  Bottoms  in  nw. 
Monroe,  IN  (VWW)  for  the  2nd  consecutive 
year,  and  an  ad.  feeding  a fledgling  was  ob- 
served at  Swallow  Cliff  FR,  Cook,  IL  7 Jun 
(ARi).  A Winter  Wren  was  noted  singing  at 
Campton  ER,  Kane,  IL  from  7-18  Jun  (v.r. 
ABH).  For  the  2nd  straight  summer.  Marsh 
Wrens  have  been  detected  at  Goose  Pond, 
where  they  are  likely  breeding;  there  are  cur- 
rently no  conhrmed  nesting  records  for  s.  In- 
diana. At  the  Grant  St.  wetland  in  Gary,  the  25 
Marsh  Wrens  tallied  19  Jun  (LSH)  was  Indi- 
ana's 3rd  highest  count  ever.  A notable  30 
Veeries  were  recorded  at  Lowden-Miller  S.F, 
Ogle,  IL  10  Jul  (DFS). 

The  hrst  fall  migrant  Tennessee  Warbler 
was  noted  in  Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park  19  Jul 
(LGM),  while  an  Orange-crowned  Warbler  at 
Spring  Creek  ER,  Cook,  IL  10  Jun  (WP)  was  a 


late  spring  migrant.  A singing  Northern  Paru- 
la  at  Dunes  13  Jul  (BB)  furnished  the  Indiana 
lakefront’s  hrst  ever  Jul  record.  At 
Mazonia/Braidwood  State  EW.A.  in  ne.  Illi- 
nois, a male  Prairie  Warbler  feeding  a fledg- 
ling 11  Jul  QB)  represented  a likely  hrst  coun- 
ty breeding  record.  Three  males  were  noted 
on  territory  in  the  vicinity  1 Jun-1 1 Jul  (SDB, 
MB,  m.ob.).  Sand  Ridge  S.F,  Mason,  IL  pro- 
vided another  unusual  Prairie  Warbler  loca- 
tion, with  a singing  male  there  17  Jun  (ph. 
GN,  APS).  Black-and-white  Warblers  were 
noted  at  Jim  Edgar  Panther  Creek  FW.A., 
Cass,  IL  22  Jun  (MJB)  and  in  Sangamon,  IL  20 
Jul  (HDB).  A Northern  Waterthrush  that  was 
acting  territorially  at  Dunes  6 Jun  (RDH)  fur- 
nished Indiana’s  2nd  latest  spring  record.  Also 
late  was  a Connecticut  Warbler  noted  in 
Chicago  7 Jun  OPL).  At  a site  in  Dunes  where 
a Canada  Warbler  was  thought  to  be  on  terri- 
tory 6 Jun  (RDH),  a scolding  pair  of  Canadas 
was  observed  14  Jun  (BB). 

There  were  six  to  eight  pairs  of  Clay-col- 
ored Sparrows  present  at  Springbrook  Prairie 
FR,  DiiPage,  IL  6 Jun  (JLS).  A singing  Clay- 
colored  in  n.  Kosciusko,  IN  3 Jul  (EH,  JH,  DS) 
was  still  present  and  singing  10  Jul  (DS  et  ah); 
it  represented  Indiana’s  2nd  ever  summer 
record.  A nice  tally  of  45  Vesper  Sparrows  was 
made  19  Jun  on  a B.B.S.  route  in  Iroquois  and 
Vennilion,  IL  (SDB).  An  extralimital  singing 
Lark  Sparrow  was  found  se.  of  Indianapolis 
19  Jun  (BKJ),  and  on  5 Jul  one  was  in  New- 
berry, Greene,  IN  (RLH,  SH).  A remarkable  22 
singing  Henslow’s  Sparrows  were  counted  in 
Bartholomew,  IN  10  Jul  (BKJ),  furnishing  only 
the  2nd  record  for  the  county,  while  79 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  at  Prairie  Ridge  S.N.A., 
Jasper,  IL  15  Jun  provided  encouraging  news 
QWW,  RES,  SSn).  A young  juv.  White-throat- 
ed  Sparrow  found  dead  in  Chicago  28  Jul  (fide 
DEW)  may  have  indicated  breeding  nearby, 
and  a Dark-eyed  Junco  in  Chicago  16  Jul 
(JWL)  was  an  unusual  hnd. 

A record  total  76  Summer  Tanagers  were 
reported  in  Indiana  for  the  season,  and  Sum- 
mer Tanagers  continue  to  become  more  com- 
mon in  cen.  and  s.  Illinois.  A Blue  Grosbeak 
found  near  Barbee,  IN  provided  the  first 
record  for  Kosciusko  QCK),  and  a tally  of  17  in 
Greene,  IN  17  Jun  (DRW,  DnA,  BD)  was  note- 
worthy. Rare  in  the  s.  tier  in  the  summer,  2 
singing  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  found 
in  Brown  County  S.R,  IN  I Jul  Q&SH).  On  30 
Jun,  a singing  Western  Meadowlark  e.  of 
Lebanon,  IN  (RLH)  supplied  the  first  summer 
record  for  Boone.  A male  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  11  Jul  in  Galesburg,  IL  (PR)  was 
well  away  from  known  summer  locations. 
The  lone  report  of  Pine  Siskins  was  of  2 at  a 
feeder  in  Homer  Glen,  Will,  IL  11-12  Jun 


(NB).  Sightings  of  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrows  at 
the  e.  edge  of  their  Illinois  range  took  place 
27  Jun  at  Mt.  Hope  Township,  McLean  and 
Waynesville,  DeWitt  (DJM). 
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Western  Great  Lakes  ‘ 


Except  for  June  in  northern  Minnesota, 
temperatures  were  near  normal  or 
warmer  than  average  across  the  Region. 
Precipitation  was  above  normal  in  most  areas. 
Highlights  included  a frigatebird.  Royal  Tern, 
Long-billed  Curlew,  and  Fish  Crow  in  Michi- 
gan, a nesting  attempt  by  Say’s  Phoebe  in 
Minnesota,  and  good  numbers  of  Kirtland’s 
Warblers  in  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 

Abbreviations:  Horicon  (Horicon  Marsh, 
Dodge,  WI);  Pte.  Mouillee  (Pointe  Mouillee 
S.G.A.,  Monroe,  MI);  U.P  (Upper  Peninsula  of 
Michigan);  Whitefish  Pt.  (Whitefish  Point 
Bird  Observatory,  Chippewa,  MI). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAILS 

Recently  reported  more  often  in  Minnesota 
during  summer,  single  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  were  in  Lac  qui  Parle  10  Jun  (BJU)  and 
Blue  Earth  30  Jun  (CH).  Outstanding  at  any 
season  was  a male  Eurasian  Wigeon  in  Mani- 
towoc, WI  26  Jun  (CSo).  Unseasonable  were  a 
Greater  Scaup  at  Duluth,  MN  8 Jul  (PHS)  and 
one  in  Manitowoc,  WI  16  Jul  (PSc).  White- 
winged Scoters  were  reported  several  times  at 
Whitefish  Pt.,  including  26  Jun  (3)  and  26  Jul 
(one).  Even  more  unusual  for  Michigan  were 
Black  Scoter  at  Munising  Bay,  Alger  2-5  Jun 
(MHu,  JHu,  SCH)  and  single  Long-tailed 
Ducks  in  Alger  11  Jun  (SCH)  and  Delta  24  Jul 
(DL).  Wisconsin’s  only  report  of  Gray  Par- 
tridge was  in  Iowa  26  Jun  QUo).  More  wide- 
spread than  usual  were  Spruce  Grouse  in  four 
Wisconsin  counties.  In  Michigan,  Northern 
Bobwhite  was  found  only  as  far  n.  as  Gratiot 
and  Muskegon  in  the  s.  Lower  Peninsula. 

Unusual  for  L.  Michigan  were  2 Red- 
throated  Loons  in  Schoolcraft,  MI  18  Jun 
(AMB).  Five  Red-throateds  at  Duluth,  MN  27 
Jun  (PHS)  represented  the  end  of  spring  mi- 
gration on  L.  Superior.  Red-necked  Grebes  in 
six  Wisconsin  counties  included  an  unusual- 
ly far  s.  nesting  pair  at  Beaver  Dam  L.,  Wauke- 
sha (ASz).  Wandering  to  Wisconsin  was  an 
Eared  Grebe  in  Dodge  2 Jun  (DT).  Clark’s 
Grebes  in  three  w.  Minnesota  locations  in- 
cluded one  paired  with  a Western  Grebe  and 


feeding  2 chicks  at  Gorder  L.,  Stevens  3-17  Jul 
(AXH,  D&BM).  A frigatebird  photographed 
along  L.  St.  Clair  at  Fair  Haven,  St.  Clair  18 
Jul  (p.a.,  MBl)  was  the  11th  occurrence  of  this 
genus  in  Michigan. 

In  Michigan,  several  reports  of  Snowy 
Egrets  in  Bay  were  eclipsed  by  one  in  Hillsdale 
9 Jun  OR)  - Most  unusual  of  3 Snowy  Egrets  in 
Minnesota  was  one  in  Hennepin  16  Jun  QMo). 
This  species  and  Little  Blue  Heron  were  scarce 
in  Wisconsin,  with  only  one  Snowy  in  Wauke- 
sha 30-31  Jul  OW)  and  a Little  Blue  in  Fond 
du  Lac  30-31  Jul  (PSc).  In  Michigan,  a Little 
Blue  stopped  at  a farm  pond  in  Isabella  1 1 Jun 
(SLi).  Cattle  Egrets  showed  well  in  Michigan, 
including  confirmed  nesting  at  Pte.  Mouillee. 
Except  for  15  in  Winnebago,  WI  27  Jul  (RK), 
Cattle  Egrets  were  scarce  in  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota.  Minnesota  had  the  Region’s  only 
Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  in  Hennepin  19 
& 24  Jul  (ph.  AW).  Lingering  from  spring 
were  2 Glossy  Ibis  and  a White-faced  Ibis  at 
Horicon  through  5 Jun  (GD).  A White-faced 
Ibis  at  Pte.  Mouillee  27Jun-23Jul  was  joined 
by  another  11  Jul  (AMB);  another  Plegadis 
there  was  apparently  a hybrid.  Merlins  in  five 
s.  Minnesota  counties  included  nesting  pairs 
in  Dakota  (ph.  JPM)  and  Hennepin  (RPR).  Fif- 
teen Yellow  Rails  at  McGregor  Marsh,  Aitkin, 
MN  23  Jun  (CMB)  made  a good  count  for 
summer.  In  Michigan,  one  called  diurnally  at 
Seney  N.W.R.  2-19  Jun  (m.ob.).  Wisconsin’s 
only  King  Rail  vocalized  in  Dodge  28  Jun-31 
Jul  (DT).  Encouraging  for  Minnesota  were 
Common  Moorhens  in  four  counties,  includ- 
ing family  groups  in  Houston  and  McLeod.  A 
peak  of  54  Common  Moorhens  at  Pte. 
Mouillee  5 Jul  (AMB)  was  the  highest  number 
recorded  there  since  2006. 

SHOREBIRDS 

Down  from  last  year  were  83  fledglings  from 
50  Piping  Plover  nests  in  Michigan  (VC).  Al- 
most identical  to  last  year’s  results,  a total  of  7 
chicks  fledged  from  five  Piping  Plover  nests 
on  Wisconsin’s  Apostle  Is.  QVS).  Raising  the 
bar  to  new  heights  in  Minnesota  was  a high 
count  of  1616  Killdeer  in  Lac  Qui  Parle  31  Jul 
(PCC).  Three  nesting  pairs  of  Black-necked 
Stilts  at  Horicon  resulted  in  a peak  of  15  birds 
21  Jul  (N&AK).  For  the  2nd  consecutive  year, 
Michigan  reported  American  Avocet  in  late 
Jun;  presumably  an  early  southbound  mi- 
grant, this  year’s  bird  arrived  in  Washtmaw  30 
Jun  (ATC).  Wisconsin’s  only  avocet  visited 
Columbia  23  Jul  QRo)-  Rarely  found  in  se. 
Minnesota  at  any  season,  an  avocet  in  Houston 
31  Jul  (D&BM)  added  a splash  of  color  to  an 
artificial  island  in  the  Mississippi  River. 
Michigan  reported  more  Willets  than  normal, 
including  a flock  of  29  in  Berrien  6 Jul  (TBa). 


Much  less  common  during  fall  migration,  a 
Whimbrel  in  Dakota  28  Jul  (KRo,  ph.  JPM) 
was  also  noteworthy  for  its  s.  Minnesota  loca- 
tion. Long  awaited  and  eagerly  anticipated 
was  Michigan’s  first  Long-billed  Curlew  at  an 
airport  in  Vein  Buren  20-22  Jul  (p.a.,  JMi,  JTW, 
RB,  m.ob.).  Marbled  Godwits  in  Berrien,  MI  2 
& 6 Jul,  Columbia,  WI  5 Jul  (PF),  and  Duluth, 
MN  8 Jul  were  probably  early  south- 

bound migrants. 

Unusual  for  Michigan  was  a Red  Knot  in 
alternate  plumage  in  Bay  10-21  Jul  (MW, 
m.ob.).  The  first  southbound  Sanderling 
reached  Adams,  WI  13  Jul  (GH).  Spring  mi- 
gration of  Least  Sandpiper  rarely  extends  be- 
yond late  May  in  our  Region;  singles  at  differ- 
ent locations  in  Alger,  MI  6 Jun  (LJD,  SH)  and 
16  Jun  (SCH)  were  therefore  noteworthy. 
Rarely  found  in  early  Jun  and  either  north- 
bound or  not  breeding  was  a Baird’s  Sand- 
piper in  Waukesha,  WI  10  Jun  (DG).  Pectoral 
Sandpipers  peaked  at  1561  in  Lac  Qui  Parle, 
MN  29  Jul  (KJB).  A late  Red-necked 
Phalarope  in  Dodge,  WI  2 Jun  (DT)  balanced 
an  early  southbound  migrant  in  Dakota,  MN 
18  Jul  (BAF). 

GULLS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

In  Wisconsin,  a Little  Gull  visited  Sheboygan 
5-13  Jun  (D&MB),  and  a Laughing  Gull  sur- 
veyed the  L.  Michigan  shoreline  from  Ozau- 
kee to  Manitowoc  between  20  Jun  (JF)  and  18 
Jul  (CSo).  Michigan  attracted  a Laughing 
Gull  in  Berrien  27  Jul  (SK)  and  a probable 
Laughing  Gull  x Ring-billed  Gull  hybrid  in 
Delta  8 Jul  (SH,  DL).  Single  Franklin’s  Gulls 
strayed  to  four  Wisconsin  counties.  In  nw. 
Wisconsin,  a Glaucous  Gull  lingered  in  Dou- 
glas until  15  Jun  (SL).  Michigan’s  first  Royal 
Tern  was  photographed  at  Jean  Klock  Park, 
Berrien  30  Jun  (p.a.,  TBa,  MHy).  A Para- 
sitic/Long-tailed  Jaeger  passed  Whitefish  Pt. 
6 Jun  (CWi,JMc,  TL). 

Underscoring  its  rapid  colonization  of  s. 
Minnesota,  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  re- 
ported in  28  counties  this  season.  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  inhabited  four  Wisconsin 
counties,  but  the  situation  is  becoming  murky 
in  Michigan:  at  Three  Oaks,  Berrien  (the  site 
of  an  accepted  record  of  2 birds  in  2006),  ob- 
servers following  up  on  a report  from  spring 
found  4 apparent  hybrid  Streptopelia  showing 
white  or  predominately  white  undertail 
coverts,  with  some  birds  lacking  black  pig- 
mentation on  the  outer  webs  of  the  outermost 
rectrices.  Northern  Hawk  Owls  in  five  Min- 
nesota counties  included  ads.  with  young  in 
Lake  (MSS,  CLW,  CD)  and  Lake  of  the  Woods 
(SLa).  Great  Gray  Owl  nests  in  Chippewa  and 
Schoolcraft  were  Michigan’s  first  since  2004, 
when  breeding  was  initially  confirmed  in  the 
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Wolverine  State.  Rarely  found  outside  of  the 
U.P.  during  summer,  a juv.  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owl  in  Manistee  N.h,  Wexford  14  Jul 
(DCD)  generated  local  interest.  Continuing 
from  spring  were  Chuck-will’s-widows  in 
Jachsoiu  W1  through  13  Jul  (ASt)  and  Berrien, 
MI  through  29  jul  (MB,  m.ob.) — the  6th  con- 
secutive summer  for  both  locations.  A male 
Rufous  Hummingbird  was  photographed  in 
Oneida,  WI  20-21  Jul  (CWa).  An  ad.  Ameri- 
can Three-toed  Woodpecker  was  observed 
with  one  juv.  in  Koochiching,  MN  17  Jun 
(D&BM).  In  contrast  to  last  summer’s  excel- 
lent showing,  only  one  Black-backed  Wood- 
pecker was  found  in  Wisconsin. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

North  of  its  usual  Minnesota  haunts  was  an 
Acadian  Flycatcher  in  Pine  9 Jun  (RMa).  For 
the  2nd  consecutive  year,  Acadian  Flycatcher 
was  found  n.  of  its  normal  Michigan  range  in 
Midland  12  Jun  (RD).  A Say’s  Phoebe  on  a 
freshly  relined  nest  under  a bridge  in  Yellow 
Medicine  generated  excitement  in  Minnesota 
16  Jun-7  Jul  (RMD,  WCM,  HHD,  ph.  AXH) 
but  ultimately  no  progeny.  Observers  never 
saw  a second  Say’s,  but  an  Eastern  Phoebe  was 
present  throughout  this  time;  according  to 
their  respective  Birds  of  North  America  ac- 
counts, these  phoebes  have  never  been  found 
paired  with  the  other.  Scissor-tailed  Flycatch- 
ers were  photographed  in  Burnett,  WI  22  Jun 
(SR)  and  Alger,  MI  7 Jul  (E&LS).  Wisconsin 
reported  Loggerhead  Shrikes  in  Burnett  6 Jun 
(RH)  and  St.  Croix  24  Jul  (LP);  this  threat- 
ened species  was  found  in  eight  Minnesota 
counties.  White-eyed  Vireo  was  relatively 
scarce  in  Michigan  (three  Benien  locations), 
but  more  widespread  than  usual  in  four  Wis- 
consin counties.  Bell’s  Vireos  in  seven  Wis- 
consin and  hve  Minnesota  counties  were  near 
average,  and  included  a high  count  of  6 at 
Cliff  Fen,  Dakota  (BAF)  and  a hrst  breeding 
record  for  Hennepin  (DDo)  in  the  latter  state. 
Continuing  from  spring  through  16  Jul  was  at 
least  one  Fish  Crow  at  Forest  Lawn  Landfill, 
Berrien,  the  site  of  Michigan’s  hrst  record  last 
year  (p.a.,  ST,  AMB,  m.ob.).  Although  Min- 
nesota had  only  two  reports  of  Carolina 
Wren,  the  northward  stabilization  of  this 
species  was  evident  in  the  s.  portion  of  Michi- 
gan’s Southern  Lower  Peninsula  and  in  six 
Wisconsin  counties.  Carlos  Avery  W.M.A. 
produced  a high  count  of  45  Marsh  Wrens  in 
Anoka,  MN  9Jun  (CLW). 

A wandering  Tennessee  Warbler  was  well 
documented  in  Ozaukee,  WI  20  Jun  (NC).  Fall 
migrant  Tennessee  Warblers  normally  show  up 
in  late  Jul;  slightly  ahead  of  schedule  were  sin- 
gles in  Bay,  Ml  16  Jul  (GSP,  EMP)  and  Dane, 
WI  17  Jul  (AHo).  Early  fall  migrants  in  Min- 


nesota included  a Northern  Parula  in  Anoka  25 
Jul  (DWK),  a Magnolia  Warbler  in  Mille  Lacs 
24  Jul  (D&BM),  and  a Cape  May  Warbler  in 
Hennepin  26  Jul  (SLC).  Southerly  in  Michigan 
were  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  in  Arenac 
21  Jun  (GSP,  MHu,  JHu)  and  St.  Clair  24  Jun 
(DEM).  In  contrast  to  last  year,  Yellow-throat- 
ed  Warbler  was  conhned  to  its  normal  range  in 
far  s.  Michigan  and  only  appeared  at  its  tradi- 
tional Wisconsin  site  in  Grant  through  26  Jun 
(AHo).  A total  of  24  male  and  13  female  Kirt- 
land’s  Warblers  in  hve  Wisconsin  counties 
hedged  at  least  12  young  (KG).  Michigan’s  to- 
tal of  1733  singing  males  was  down  about 
3.5%  from  last  year’s  record  of  1795.  Michigan 
reported  Prairie  Warblers  in  Allegan  and 
Berrien.  Wisconsin  also  had  two  Prairies,  one 
in  Dane  10  Jun  (BH)  and  one  in  Waukesha  1-27 
Jun  (ASz).  Still  northbound  was  a Blackpoll 
Warbler  in  Ozaukee,  WI  13  Jun  (JF).  Cerulean 
Warblers  sang  in  15  Minnesota  counties  as  far 
n.  as  Mille  Lacs  17  Jul  (ASc).  In  Michigan, 
Ceruleans  were  found  in  the  usual  s.  Lower 
Peninsula  locations  and  for  the  2nd  consecu- 
tive year  established  territories  in  Arenac  (GSP, 
MHu,  JHu);  another  strayed  n.  to  the  U.P  in 
Dickinson  16  Jun  (RR).  Also  in  Michigan, 
Worm-eating  Warbler  nesting  was  conhrmed 
at  Warren  Dunes  S.P.,  Berrien  (TBa,  CG),  and  a 
male  sang  in  Allegan  12  Jun  (TOS).  Kentucky 
Warbler  was  not  found  at  Williams  C.P,  Blue 
Earth  after  10  consecutive  years  at  this  s.  Min- 
nesota location.  Michigan  had  one  Kentucky 
in  Hillsdale,  and  Wisconsin  had  just  one  in 
Grant  1-26  Jun  (AHo).  Hooded  Warblers  n.  of 
their  usual  range  included  one  in  Florence,  WI 
14  Jun  (KK),  one  in  Wexford,  MI  17-22  Jun 
(CSc),  and  3 in  Chisago,  MN  19  Jun  (CF).  Far 
from  known  breeding  areas  in  ne.  Minnesota 
were  Wilson’s  Warblers  in  Douglas  26  Jun 
OPE)  and  Lincoln  7 Jul  (D&BM).  In  Michigan, 
Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  found  in  two  Berrien 
locations,  plus  Monroe  and  Wayne.  Wisconsin 
had  single  chats  in  Dane  6 Jun-4  Jul  QE)  and 
Jefferson  10  Jun-3  Jul  (NK) — far  fewer  than 
last  year  in  the  state. 

Lark  Sparrows  in  22  Wisconsin  counties 
constituted  an  invasion  of  the  Badger  State,  but 
none  strayed  farther  e.  into  Michigan.  A coop- 
erative male  Lark  Bunting  delighted  Wisconsin 
observers  in  Milwaukee  1-3  Jun  QyM,  SLu).  In 
Minnesota,  a high  count  of  23  Grasshopper 
Sparrows  along  the  Sherburne  N.W.R.  Auto 
Tour  6 Jul  (ASc)  was  bolstered  by  14  in  Clay  25 
Jul  (PCC).  Less  widespread  than  in  recent 
years,  Henslow’s  Sparrows  were  found  in  15 
Minnesota  counties  as  far  nw.  as  Wilkin  and 
Polk'  one  in  Ontonagon  19-29  Jun  (RR)  was  at 
a new  location  for  Michigan.  Wisconsin’s  only 
Nelson’s  Sparrow  was  at  the  traditional  spot  in 
Burnett  1 Jun  (BSc).  Lingering  were  a Harris’s 


Sparrow  in  Cass,  MN  5 Jun  (BAW)  and  a 
White-crowned  Sparrow  in  Dane,  WI  7 Jun 
(NK).  Dependably  tardy  were  White-crowneds 
at  Whitefish  Pt.  through  26  Jun  (CN). 

In  Michigan,  a pair  of  Summer  Tanager 
spent  the  summer  at  Warren  Dunes  S.P, 
Berrien  (BA,  m.ob.).  More  widespread  than 
usual  were  Blue  Grosbeaks  in  seven  sw.  Min- 
nesota counties.  Small  numbers  of  Western 
Meadowlarks  were  found  in  only  four  Michi- 
gan counties.  Away  from  the  Saginaw  Bay 
area,  its  usual  summer  range  in  Michigan,  was 
a Yellow-headed  Blackbird  in  Berrien  27-31 
Jul  (AM,  MHy).  Rusty  Blackbird  is  a very  rare 
and  localized  breeder  in  ne.  Minnesota,  so  a 
pair  with  one  young  in  Aitkin  12  Jul  (K&CR) 
was  noteworthy.  In  Michigan,  flocks  of  20-30 
Red  Crossbills  in  Luce  and  Alger  included 
some  juvs.;  numbers  in  Minnesota  and  Wis- 
consin were  near  average.  South  of  its  usual 
range  in  Minnesota  was  an  Evening  Grosbeak 
in  Mille  Lacs  30  Jul  (DWK). 

Corrigenda:  For  fall  2009,  delete  Wood  Thrush 
in  Freeborn,  MN  and  change  observer  Craig 
Robinson  to  Craig  Robson  (N.A.B.  64:  81). 
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Randy  Hoffman  (Wisconsin),  Aaron 
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Iowa  & Missouri 


James  J.  Dinsmore 


Heavy  rainfall  dominated  Iowa’s  weath- 
er this  summer.  It  was  Iowa’s  wettest 
June  ever  followed  by  the  fifth  wettest 
July  on  record.  Statewide  June  rainfall  aver- 
aged 26.5  cm,  more  than  twice  the  norm.  Nu- 
merous cities  set  rainfall  records,  and  even 
the  dry  spot,  Sibley  in  northwestern  Iowa, 
was  an  inch  above  normal.  July  precipitation 
averaged  almost  20  cm,  about  85%  above  nor- 
mal. With  that  much  rain,  flooding  affected 
birds  and  birding.  Flooding  was  relatively  mi- 
nor in  June,  though  all  the  major  reservoirs 
had  high  water.  In  July,  Lake  Rathbun  in 
south-central  Iowa  received  more  than  40  cm 
of  rain  and  had  major  flooding.  The  other  ma- 
jor reservoirs  also  had  very  high  water,  and 
many  farm  fields  were  covered  with  sheet  wa- 
ter, providing  habitat  for  migrant  shorebirds. 
Temperatures  averaged  about  1.5°  F above 
normal  in  both  months,  but  there  were  no  pe- 
riods of  extreme  heat. 

Temperatures  across  Missouri  for  June 
were  at  least  1°  F above  the  norm.  By  the  end 
of  July,  the  same  was  still  true  for  most  of  the 
state,  with  areas  south  of  the  Missouri  River 
making  their  respective  top  ten  hottest  lists. 
Most  of  southern  Missouri  remained  relative- 


ly dry  through  June.  But  it  was  a different  sto- 
ry for  birders  north  of  the  Ozarks,  with  rain- 
fall totals  averaging  5 cm  above  the  norm  and 
increasing  to  20  cm  as  one  approached  the 
Iowa  border.  By  the  end  of  July,  all  of  Missouri 
except  the  extreme  southeast  was  experienc- 
ing more  rainfall  than  average.  But  for  those 
in  parts  of  east-central,  central,  and  north- 
eastern Missouri,  12.7  to  17.8  cm  above  the 
norm  was  likely  not  welcomed. 

Regional  highlights  were  Brown  Pelican, 
Wood  Stork,  Neotropic  Cormorant  (both 
states),  California  Gull,  Say’s  Phoebe,  Black- 
headed Grosbeak,  and  nesting  Herring  Gull, 
White-winged  Dove,  and  Long-eared  Owl. 

Abbreviations:  B.K.L.C.A.  (B.  K.  Leach  C.A., 
Lincoln,  MO);  C.B.C.A.  (Columbia  Bottoms 
C.A.,  St.  Louis,  MO);  C.C.N.W.R.  (Clarence 
Cannon  N.W.R.,  Pike,  MO);  E.B.C.A.  (Eagle 
Bluffs  C.A.,  Boone,  MO);  ER.C.A.  (Four  Rivers 
C.A.,  Vernon  and  Bates,  MO);  MidAmerican 
(MidAmerican  Energy  Ponds,  Pottawattamie, 
lA);  O.S.C.A.  (Otter  Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard, 
MO);  Spirit  L.  (in  Dickinson,  lA);  S.L.N.W.R. 
(Swan  Lake  N.W.R.,  Chariton,  MO);  T.R.W. 
(Thompson  River  Wetlands,  Livingston,  MO). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  staged  a mini- 
invasion of  Missouri,  with  one  near  Chilli- 
coth,  Livingston  2 Jun  (fide  SK),  2 at  Duck 
Creek  C.A.,  Bollinger/Stoddard  11  Jun  (B. 
Brennan),  3 at  E.B.C.A.  14  Jun  (T.  James),  2- 
3 in  Lafayette  2 Jul+  (L.  Burns),  and  2 at 
C.B.C.A.  24  Jul  0-  Hubbell).  Two  Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks  were  at  ER.C.A.  6 Jun  (tj. 
Garrett).  Lingering  waterfowl  included  a 
Ross’s  Goose  at  Dunbar  Slough,  Greene  4 Jun 
(SJD)  and  2 Common  Mergansers  at  Credit 

L,  Scott  12  Jul  (WZ),  both  in  Iowa,  and  3 
Northern  Shovelers  and  a Northern  Pintail  at 
T.R.W.  14  Jul-r  (SK),  4 Northern  Pintail  near 
O.S.C.A.  10  Jul  (CBa),  a Green-winged  Teal 
at  T.R.W.  25  Jul  (SK),  and  a female  Red- 
breasted Merganser  at  C.B.C.A.  11  Jul  (D.  63: 

M.  Marjamaa). 


In  Missouri,  more  Northern  Bobwhite  were 
found  in  the  cen.  counties  than  in  several 
years  (EW),  with  a high  count  of  43  in  Dade 
(CBu,  L.  Berger).  A few  were  in  s.  Iowa 
(m.ob.),  but  counts  by  the  Department  of  Nat- 
ural Resources  were  down  substantially.  Iowa’s 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  population  has  crashed 
in  recent  years,  and  counts  this  summer  were 
the  lowest  on  record.  Several  hard  winters, 
wet  weather  in  spring  and  early  summer,  and 
the  disappearance  of  grasslands  are  probable 
causes.  Summer  reports  of  ne.  Iowa’s  resident 
Ruffed  Grouse  are  rare,  so  one  in  Winneshiek 
23  Jun  (DK)  and  a brood  in  Allamakee  26  Jul 
(SJD)  were  welcome  finds.  A Greater  Prairie- 
Chicken  at  Taberville  Prairie  C.A.,  St.  Clair, 
MO  13  Jun  (BF)  made  the  only  report. 

Common  Loons  included  one  at  O.S.C.A.  1 
& 10  Jun  (CBa),  one  at  Maffit  Res.,  Warren,  lA 
12  Jun  QG),  and  2 at  Spirit  L.  9 & 21  Jul 
(SJD).  Three  Red-necked  Grebes  at  Grover’s 
L.,  Dickinson  11  Jul  (LAS)  and  2 Western 
Grebes  at  Union  Slough  N.W.R.,  Kossuth  24 
Jun  (MCK)  confirm  the  continued  presence 
of  both  species  in  n.  Iowa.  A second-year 
Wood  Stork  at  T.R.W.  15-21  Jul  (ph.,  tSK; 
ph.,  tTM)  constituted  Missouri’s  5th  record 
since  the  1930s.  Single  Neotropic  Cor- 
morants were  found  in  both  states;  a holdover 
from  spring  remained  at  Rapp  Park,  Page,  lA 
throughout  the  season  (KD),  and  one  was  at 
Blue  Springs  L.,  Jackson,  MO  15  Jul  (BF,  tRS, 

N.  Leo).  The  largest  flocks  of  southbound 
American  White  Pelicans  were  750  on  28  Jul 
near  Des  Moine,  lA  (JS)  and  500  on  18  Jul-i-  at 
S.L.N.W.R.  (SK),  fewer  than  usual  and  pre- 
sumably because  of  flooding  at  their  usual 
stopovers.  A Brown  Pelican  at  Blue  Springs 
L.,  Jackson  13-15  Jul  (M.  Hicks;  ph.,  tRS) 
constituted  Missouri’s  9th  record. 

American  Bittern  records  included  one  or  2 
each  in  Franklin,  Greene,  Humboldt,  and  Story, 
lA  (SJD,  L.  Dau,  H.  Zaletel)  and  one  at 
E.B.C.A.  10  Jul  (BJ,  PM,  BR,  JE).  In  Missouri, 
high  counts  at  C.B.C.A.  were  250  Great 
Egrets,  78  Little  Blue  Herons,  and  28  Cattle 
Egrets  20  Jun  and  11  Snowy  Egrets  19  Jul 
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This  Herring  Gull  chick  was  found  by  the  photographer  on  a Mississippi  River  spoil  island  near  Clinton  In  Clinton  County,  Iowa 
on  28  June  201 0.  This  represents  the  first  nesting  record  for  the  species  in  Iowa.  The  nearest  known  nesting  populations  are 
in  the  Chicago,  Illinois  area,  some  200  kilometers  to  the  east.  Photograph  by  Stephen].  Dinsmore. 


(BR).  Southern  herons  in  Iowa  included  sin- 
gle juv.  Little  Blue  Herons  near  Burlington, 
Des  Moines  16  Jul  (C.  Fuller,  jicie  JR)  and  in 
Mills  31  Jul  (SJD),  2 Snowy  Egrets  at  Credit  I., 
Scott  4 Jim  (WZ),  and  one  or  2 Snowy  Egrets 
in  Fremont,  Lee,  and  Mills  in  late  Jul  (SJD,  JR). 
Cattle  Egret  reports  in  Iowa  included  311  on 
18  Jul  (D.  Thompson)  and  438  on  31  Jul 
(SJD),  all  in  Mills.  Many  of  the  latter  birds 
were  in  breeding  plumage.  Besides  2 or  3 
Black-crowned  Night-Herons  at  C.B.C.A. 
(BR),  the  only  reports  were  of  singles  at  For- 
est Park,  St  Louis  City,  MO  13  Jim  (MT)  and 
four  reports  in  Iowa,  with  3 at  Goose  E., 
Greene  on  10  Jul  (TH,  JS,  SJD)  being  the  high- 
est count.  The  only  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Herons  were  one  at  E.B.C.A.  26  Jim  (BJ,  PM, 

A.  Forbes)  and  3 each  at  Forest  Park,  St.  Louis 
City  (PL)  and  at  E.B.C.A.  in  late  Jul  (E. 
Wood).  The  only  White-faced  Ibis  were  3 at 
Banner  W.A.,  Warren,  lA  3 Jun  (R.  Allen,  P. 
Allen).  White  Ibis  were  near  O.S.C.A.,  with 
one  10  Jul  and  a record  7 on  24  Jul  (ph.  CBa). 


VULTURES  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A Black  Vulture  at  Bennett  Spring  S.P,  Laclede 
in  early  Jun  (J.  Reidy)  was  n.  of  its  expected 
Missouri  range.  In  Iowa,  14  of  18  Osprey 
pairs  were  successful  and  produced  22  young 
(PS).  Missouri  reports  included  three  nests  at 
Truman  L.,  Heniy  (SK,  L.  Lade)  and  one  in 
Dade  (S.  Scroggs,  CBu).  Missouri’s  Mississippi 
Kites  seemed  to  be  doing  well,  with  several  re- 
ports from  Jasper,  Newton,  and  Greene  QC, 
LH,  J.  Fossard).  Counts  of  7 at  ER.C.A.  (SK, 
JN)  and  10  at  B.K.L.C.A.  (MT)  were  high 
even  for  areas  where  it  is  well  established. 
One  or  2 Mississippi  Kites,  but  no  nests,  were 
seen  in  Des  Moines  and  Ottumwa,  Wapello,  lA 
(m.ob.).  Iowa’s  Bald  Eagles  continued  to  do 
well.  Nests  in  Audubon  and  Clarke  raise  the 
total  counties  with  known  nests  to  88  (S. 
Shepherd).  Single  Northern  Harriers  were  re- 
ported at  Yager  Slough,  Dickinson  and  Greene, 
lA  (FAS,  TH).  Cooper’s  and  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  seem  to  be  doing  well,  with  a few  re- 
ports of  nesting  from  each  state  (m.oh.).  A 


^ A On  28  Jun,  Stephen  Dinsmore  and  Mike  Griffin  (Iowa  Department  of  Natural  Resources)  visited  two  small  spoil  islands 
3 Ain  Pool  13  of  the  Mississippi  R.,  Clinton  where  American  White  Pelicans  and  Double-crested  Cormorants  have  been  re- 
ported nesting  since  2007.  The  two  islands  supported  an  amazing  number  and  variety  of  nesting  waterbirds.  They  counted 
1105  pelican  nests  and  254  cormorant  nests.  Many  of  the  young  were  already  out  of  their  nests,  with  about  800  pelican 
young  swimming  near  the  islands.  Four  ad.  Herring  Gulls  were  present,  and  a half-grown  chick  verified  nesting  for  that 
species,  a first  for  Iowa  and  the  Region.  In  addition,  there  were  187  Great  Egret,  three  Great  Blue  Heron,  seven  Cattle  Egret, 
and  five  Ring-billed  Gull  nests.  These  represented  only  the  4th  Cattle  Egret  nesting  record  for  Iowa  and  the  Region's  2nd  Ring- 
bilied  Gull  nesting  site.  Other  notable  finds  on  the  islands  were  one  American  Avocet,  2 Least  Sandpipers,  one  White-romped 
Sandpiper,  and  one  Common  Tern. 


Broad-winged  Hawk  in  Kossuth,  lA  3 Jun  was  , 
thought  to  be  a late  migrant  (MCK).  Single 
Swainson’s  Hawks  were  found  in  both  states: 
at  Shawnee  Trails  C.A.,  Barton,  MO  14  Jun 
(SK,  JN)  and  in  Mitchell,  lA  4Jun  (P.  Hertzel). 

Ten  of  15  Iowa  Peregrine  Falcon  nests  were 
successful  and  produced  22  young,  totals 
similar  to  2009  (PS). 

King  Rails  in  Missouri  included  singles 
near  Senath,  Dunklin  (B.  Eddleman)  and  at 

B. K.L.C.A.  (MT),  plus  a brood  at  C.C.N.W.R. 

9 & 13  Jul  (ph.  AS,  PB,  FB,  PL),  Iowa’s  only 
King  Rail  was  one  at  Forney  L.,  Fremont  31 
Jul  (SJD).  A juv.  Virginia  Rail  at  C.C.N.W.R.  9 
Jul  (ph.,  tAS;  PB,  FB)  was  somewhat  unex- 
pected. Surveys  at  E.B.C.A.  located  3 Virginia 
Rails,  2 Soras,  and  7 Common  Moorhens  26 
Jun  and  similar  totals  plus  an  American  Coot 

10  Jul  (BJ,  m.ob.).  Other  moorhens  were  sin- 
gles in  Greene,  Kossuth,  Story,  and  Wright,  lA 
(TH,  W.  Oesterreich,  SJD).  Sandhill  Cranes 
appear  to  be  moving  into  Missouri,  with  2 
each  at  C.B.C.A.  and  E.B.C.A.  (L.  Vit,  BR,  KA, 

T.  Elliot).  In  Iowa,  they  continue  to  gradually 
expand  their  range.  A nest  at  Ventura  Marsh, 
Cerro  Gordo  (L.  Washburn)  was  close  to 
Iowa’s  last  pre-modern  nest  in  1894. 

Late  northbound  shorebirds  at  O.S.C.A.  in- 
cluded an  American  Golden-Plover,  31  Least 
Sandpipers,  and  16  Pectoral  Sandpipers,  all  7 
Jun,  and  a Semipalmated  Plover  10  Jun  (CBa). 
Several  White-rumped  Sandpipers  lingered  at  j 
ER.C.A.  12  Jun  (SK,  JN).  In  Iowa,  a Black-bel-  [ 

lied  Plover  at  Barringer  Slough,  Clay  5 Jun  i 

(TH),  Ruddy  Turnstone  at  Little  Wall  L.,  Hamil-  i' 
ton  6Jun  (SJD),  89  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  at 
Black  Hawk  L.,  Sue  4 Jun  (SJD),  and  18  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  at  Dan  Greene  Slough,  ! 
Clay  6 Jim  (LAS)  were  all  late.  Among  nesting  ; 
shorebirds,  the  only  Piping  Plovers  were  4 on  6 
Jun  GO.  d on  28  Jun  QR),  and  a juv.  31  Jul  at 
MidAmerican  (SJD).  Two  Black-necked  Stilts 
were  at  C.B.C.A.  20  Jun+  (BR,  m.ob.),  where 
they  produced  at  least  2 young  (ph.  AS),  the 
northernmost  nest  in  e.  Missouri.  One  was  at 

C. C.N.W.R.  25  Jul  (BR,JE).  Upland  Sandpipers 
were  mostly  in  the  w.  half  of  Iowa,  but  the  high- 
est count  was  just  10,  including  2 fledglings,  in 
Washington  in  se.  Iowa  6 Jun  (C.  Caster).  Mis- 
souri’s only  summer  report  was  of  one  at  Hi-  , 
Lonesome  Prairie  C.A.,  Benton  11  Jun  (M. 
Lumpe).  The  31  Spotted  Sandpipers  in  flooded 
fields  in  Kossuth,  lA  21  Jul  (MCK)  made  an  un- 
usually high  total.  Rarely  reported,  single 
American  Woodcocks  were  found  at  Dewey’s 
Pasture,  Clay  7 Jun  (TH)  and  Squaw  Creek 
Park,  Linn  26  Jim  (BS)  in  Iowa,  and  in  Missouri 

at  T.R.W.  1 Jul  (SK).  Single  Wilson’s  Phalaropes 
in  Pocahontas  and  Kossuth,  lA  (SJD,  MCK),  and 
as  many  as  7 in  Flumboldt,  lA  (SJD),  all  in  late 
Jun  and  Jul,  may  have  been  nesting. 
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Habitat  seemed  to  be  plentiful  for  south- 
bound shorebirds,  but  other  than  at  flooded 
fields  in  n.-cen.  Iowa,  few  were  found.  High 
counts  included  a relatively  modest  195  Less- 
er Yellowlegs  and  258  Pectoral  Sandpipers  in 
Kossuth  21  Jul  (MCK)  and  88  Least  Sand- 
pipers in  Franklin  18  jul  (SJD).  Good  finds  in 
Iowa  included  2 American  Avocets  at  Say- 
lorville  Res.,  Polk  21  Jul  (Scott  Rolfes,  fide 
SJD),  9 Willets  in  Franklin  18  Jul  (SJD),  4 
Marbled  Godwits  in  Clay  21  Jul  (SJD)  and 
one  in  Johnson  29  Jul  (BS),  and  an  early  Long- 
billed Dowitcher  in  Humboldt  17  jul  (SJD).  A 
Wilson’s  Snipe  at  Lake  Darling  S.E,  Washing- 
ton, lA  11  Jul  (SJD)  was  unexpectedly  early 
and  far  south.  A migrant  Upland  Sandpiper  at 
O.S.C.A.  26  Jul  (CBa)  was  early  for  se.  Mis- 
souri. Southbound  migrants  at  T.R.W.  includ- 
ed 14  Willets  5 Jul,  a Hudsonian  Godwit  and 
2 Marbled  Godwits  5 & 11  Jul,  an  early  Wil- 
son’s Snipe  1 Jul  (all  SK),  and  a Dunlin  16  Jul 
(SK,  TM). 

GULLS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Single  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  Little  Wall  L., 
Hamilton  17  Jul  and  at  Spirit  L.  21  Jul  (SJD) 
furnished  Iowa’s  3rd  and  4th  summer  records 
since  1994.  Iowa’s  lone  Black-headed  Gull,  a 
regular  at  Spirit  L.  since  1996,  failed  to  appear 
this  summer.  Unusually  large  flocks  of 
Franklin’s  Gulls  were  found,  with  3500  near 
Spirit  L.  21  Jul  (SJD).  Iowa’s  established  Ring- 
billed Gull  colony  near  Spirit  L.  had  137  ads. 
and  17  young  2 Jun  (TH).  Ring-billed  Gull 
concentrations  were  limited  this  summer,  ap- 
parently due  to  flooding;  the  high  count  was 
75  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion  10  Jul  (SJD).  The 
only  report  in  Missouri  away  from  St.  Louis 
was  14  at  Truman  L.,  Benton  16  Jul  QPU)-  An 
ad.  California  Gull  near  Spirit  L.  9 & 17  Jul 
(tSJD,  JG)  provided  Iowa’s  2nd  summer 
record.  Nesting  by  Black  Terns  was  suspected 
at  Myre  Slough,  Winnebago,  lA  (THh  this 
species  has  almost  disappeared  as  a nesting 
species  in  n.  Iowa.  Least  Tern  nesting  fortunes 
were  mixed.  At  the  artificial  nesting  site  on 
two  barges  at  Riverlands  Migratory  Bird  Sanc- 
tuary, St.  Charles,  MO,  counts  were  46  ads.,  19 
chicks,  and  25  eggs  in  17  nests  6 Jul,  but  Great 
Blue  Heron  depredation  apparently  led  to  the 
loss  of  most  of  the  chicks  (V.  Giammaria).  At 
MidAmerican,  peak  counts  were  22  ads.,  19 
juvs.,  and  two  nests  31  Jul  (SJD). 

Eurasian  Collared-Dove,  first  reported  in 
Iowa  in  1997,  has  now  been  recorded  in  all  99 
counties.  White-winged  Doves  were  in  both 
states;  Iowa’s  first  nest  was  noted  in  Shenan- 
doah, Page  (KD),  and  a single  was  document- 
ed at  East  Prairie,  Mississippi,  MO  18  Jun 
(AS),  where  the  species  has  been  found  for  at 
least  five  years.  Black-billed  Cuckoos  were  re- 


ported from  only  one  Missouri  (SK,  M.  Carl- 
ton) and  four  Iowa  counties  (SJD),  the  fewest 
in  years  and  suggesting  their  continuing  de- 
cline. A Greater  Roadrunner  in  Laclede,  MO 
27  Jul  (CBu)  was  the  only  report.  More  Barn 
Owls  were  reported  than  usual,  with  a pair  at 
Carl  Junction  Lagoons,  Jasper  (LH),  3 at 
Maintz  C.A.,  Cape  Girardeau  16  Jun  (AS,  PB), 
and  singles  at  Bois  D’Arc  C.A.,  Greene  1 Jun 
(EW)  and  near  Newtonia,  Newton  18  Jun 
(jC),  all  in  Missouri.  Three  fledgling  Long- 
eared Owls  in  Livingston,  MO  3 Jun  (tSK) 
makes  the  2nd  report  of  nesting  in  the  state 
since  1983.  Single  Chuck-will’s- widows  were 
found  at  the  usual  edge-of-range  Iowa  out- 
posts in  Fremont,  Lee,  and  Lucas  (m.ob.).  Yel- 
low-bellied Sapsuckers  were  found  in  Hum- 
boldt, lA  0-  Newton),  a slight  southward  ex- 
tension of  its  summer  range. 

Late  migrants  included  single  Olive-sided 
Flycatchers  at  Weston  Bend  S.R,  Platte,  MO  7 
Jun  (BF)  and  in  McClure  C.A.,  Mercer,  MO  16 
Jun  (EW),  and  an  Alder  Flycatcher  in  Pilot 
Knob  S.P,  Hancock,  lA  22  Jun  (R.  Goranson). 
One  and  later  2 Say’s  Phoebes  at  Freda  Haff- 
ner  Kettlehole,  Dickinson  1 Jul+  (tLAS, 
tm.ob.)  were  Iowa’s  first  since  2001.  Western 
Kingbirds  continued  their  range  expansion  in 
both  states.  Besides  reports  of  nesting  in 
Greene  in  sw.  Missouri  (D.  Blevins),  where  the 
species  is  uncommon,  new  nesting  pairs  were 
reported  at  Berkeley  and  Bridgeton,  St.  Louis 
(MT,  AS),  and  a pair  was  in  Moberly,  Randolph 
in  n.-cen.  Missouri  17  Jul  (P  Harrison).  In 
Iowa,  Western  Kingbird  was  reported  from 
Polk  (J.  Bissell,  D.  Akers),  where  it  has  be- 
come established  in  recent  years.  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatchers  continued  to  show  evi- 
dence of  expanding  from  their  sw.  Missouri 
stronghold,  with  2 at  E.B.C.A.  3 Jun  (KA),  a 
pair  at  St.  Joseph,  Buchanan  5 Jun  (F  Cramer), 
2 at  Duck  Creek  C.A.  8 Jun  (M.  Bowyer),  and 
2 near  Lake  St.  Louis,  St.  Charles  19  Jun 
(MT).  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  at  Neal 
Smith  N.W.R.,  Jasper  24  Jun  (ph.  D.  Brown) 
was  Iowa’s  only  record  of  the  summer. 

Loggerhead  Shrikes  continue  to  dwindle  in 
Iowa,  with  reports  from  only  eight  counties 
(m.ob.),  down  from  18  in  2008.  At  least  eight 
nesting  pairs  were  found  in  four  Missouri 
counties  (KG,  JC,  LH).  Bell’s  Vireos  were  found 
in  St.  Louis  and  St.  Charles  (MT,  BR)  in  e.  Mis- 
souri, where  rare.  Up  to  4 Fish  Crows  were  at 
FR.C.A.,  E.B.C.A.,  B.K.L.C.A.,  and  Schell-Os- 
age  C.A.,  Vernon/St.  Clair,  MO  (m.ob.),  all  near 
the  edge  of  the  species’  gradually  expanding 
range.  With  a nest  in  Algona,  Kossuth  (MCK), 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  have  nested  in  Iowa 
five  of  the  past  seven  years.  After  last  year’s 
harsh  winter,  Iowa  Carolina  Wren  numbers 
seemed  reduced  from  recent  years.  One  at 


Rush  L,  Osceola  3 Jun  (TH)  was  far  out  of  its 
normal  range.  Bewick’s  Wrens  were  in  both 
states;  a nest  was  found  in  Newton,  MO  0C)> 
and  2 were  at  Iowa’s  usual  Lee  site  1 1 Jul  (SJD). 
Marsh  Wrens,  rare  in  n.  Missouri,  were  found 
at  several  sites,  mostly  in  Jul,  including  15  at 
E.B.C.A.  10  Jul  (BJ,  PR,  BR,  JE),  3 at  L.  Con- 
trary, Buchanan  16  & 24  Jul  Q-  Hilsabeck),  and 
2 at  C.C.N.W.R.  24  Jul  (PL).  The  only  Swain- 
son’s  Thrushes  were  singles  10  Jun  in  Yellow 
River  S.E,  Allamakee  (DK)  and  26  Jul  at  Sweet 
Marsh,  Bremer  (SJD),  both  in  Iowa. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH 
WEAVER  FINCHES 

Late  warblers  included  a Chestnut-sided  in 
Cherokee  2 Jun  (LAS),  a Blackpoll  near  Davis 
City,  Decatur  13  Jun  (N.  Miller),  and  a Canada 
in  Clay  12  Jun  (LAS),  all  in  Iowa,  and  a 
record-late  Northern  Waterthrush  at  Little 
Dixie  Lake  C.A.,  Callaway,  MO  11  Jun  (RD). 
A male  Golden-winged  Warbler  at 
Gilbertville,  Black  Hawk,  lA  24Jul  (T.  Scbilke) 
was  probably  an  early  migrant.  A single  Chest- 
nut-sided Warbler  at  Yellow  River  S.E,  Allama- 
kee 10  Jun  (DK)  and  a pair  at  Wentland 
Woods,  Floyd  20  Jun  (SJD)  behaved  as  though 
nesting.  This  species  nests  sparingly  in  ne. 
Iowa.  In  Missouri,  biologists  working  at  Peck 
Ranch,  Carter  and  Current  River  C.A.,  Shan- 
non, Reynolds,  and  Carter  might  have  more 
than  doubled  Missouri’s  summer  records  of 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler.  Sightings 
spanned  11  Jun-21  Jul  (m.ob.),  but  it  is  cur- 
rently unclear  bow  many  birds  were  observed 
and  at  bow  many  different  locations  these 
birds  were  found.  Two  at  Current  River  C.A. 
21  & 23  Jun  were  accepted  by  the  Missouri 
B.R.C.  (tM.  Nocosia,  M.  Blair,  J.  Rappaport). 
A male  Pine  Warbler  at  Shimek  S.E,  Lee,  lA  11 
Jul  (SJD)  was  at  the  site  where  the  species  has 
been  found  in  several  recent  summers.  A Yel- 
low-throated Warbler  in  Tryst  Falls  Park,  Clay 
5 & 17  Jun  (K.  Mayo),  a Pine  Warbler  in  Knob 
Noster  S.P.,  Jolmson  14  Jun  (BF),  and  2 Hood- 
ed Warblers  at  World  Bird  Sanctuary,  St.  Louis 
29  Jul  (PL)  were  all  at  tbe  edge  of  their  re- 
spective ranges  in  Missouri. 

The  only  Clay-colored  Sparrows  reported 
were  at  Freda  Haffner  Kettlehole,  Dickinson, 
lA  (m.ob.).  Henslow’s  Sparrows  were  found  in 
20  mainly  e.  Iowa  counties  (m.ob.),  further 
confirming  the  species’  improved  status  there. 
In  Boone,  MO,  a White-throated  Sparrow  near 
Columbia  through  20  Jun  (BJ)  and  2 White- 
crowned  Sparrows  at  Three  Creeks  C.A.  20 
Jun  (tRD)  were  unusual.  Single  Black-headed 
Grosbeaks  were  in  both  states:  an  imm.  male 
near  Skidmore,  Nodaway,  MO  was  a holdover 
from  spring  and  remained  until  11  Jun  (ph., 
tKG),  and  a male  near  Akron,  Plymouth  4 Jun 
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(tSJD)  constituted  Iowa’s  first  summer  record. 
Single  Blue  Grosbeaks  near  Plover,  Pocahontas 
(SJD,  TH),  at  Goose  L,  Greene  (SJD),  and  near 
Nodaway,  Adams  (SJD)  were  e.  of  the  species’ 
traditional  nesting  range  in  w.  Iowa.  As  in 
most  summers,  one  was  in  se.  Iowa,  a male  in 
Lee  10  Jul  QR)-  Up  to  4 Painted  Buntings  were 
in  Barry,  Greene,  and  Jasper  in  sw.  Missouri, 
where  expected  QC.  J-  & M.  Williams,  LH), 
but  a pair  in  Jefferson  City,  Cole  18  Jul+  was  in 
cen.  Missouri,  where  the  species  is  not  expect- 
ed (T.  Crabtree,  S.  Jackson). 

Single  Western  Meadowlarks  were  found  in 
Jun  in  jasper,  Laclede,  and  Greene  in  w.  Mis- 
souri, where  rare  (LH,  M.  Stoakes,  S.  Lasert). 
Great-tailed  Grackles  continue  to  consolidate 


their  range  as  they  occupy  previously  unoc- 
cupied sites  within  their  overall  range.  In  Mis- 
souri, an  ad.  with  a young  bird  was  at 
S.L.N.W.R.  27  Jul  (SK),  and  10  were  near 
Fountain  Grove  C.A.,  Linn  26  Jul  (SK).  In 
Iowa,  a male  was  found  at  Sunken  Grove,  Poc- 
ahontas, lA  9 Jul  (SJD).  A Eurasian  Tree  Spar- 
row at  Cedar  Rapids,  Linn  10  Jun  (B.  Tollef- 
son)  was  near  the  nw.  limits  of  its  Iowa  range. 

Cited  contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Kathleen  Anderson,  Chris  Barra- 
gar,  Fran  Bauer,  Paul  Bauer,  Charley  Burwick, 
Jeff  Cantrell,  James  J.  Dinsmore,  Stephen  J. 
Dinsmore,  Ryan  Douglas,  Keith  Dyche,  Joe 
Eades,  Bob  Fisher,  Jay  Gilliam,  Kirky  Gosbee, 


Tyler  Harms,  Larry  Herbert,  Brad  Jacobs, 
Matt  C.  Kenne,  Steve  Kinder,  Darwin  Koenig, 
Pat  Lueders,  Paul  McKenzie,  Terry  McNeely, 
June  Newman,  Bill  Rowe,  John  Rutenbeck, 
Bill  Scheible,  Pat  Schlarbaum,  Lee  A.  Schoe- 
newe,  Ruth  Simmons,  Jim  Sinclair,  A1  Smith, 
Mike  Thelen,  Joshua  P.  Uffman,  Edge  Wade, 
Walt  Zuurdeeg.  An  additional  30  uncited  in- 
dividuals contributed  to  this  report;  all  have 
our  thanks.  1 greatly  appreciate  the  assistance 
of  Joshua  E Uffman,  who  compiled  the  Mis- 
souri records  and  answered  my  numerous 
inquiries.  O 


James  J.  Dinsmore,  646  Mallory  Hill  Drive 
The  Villages,  Florida  32162  (oldcoot@iastate.edu) 
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Following  the  rainy  spring  season,  June 
and  July  2010  were  relatively  normal  in 
terms  of  temperature  and  precipitation 
in  Kentucky.  On  the  other  hand,  Tennessee 
experienced  one  of  the  hottest  summers  on 
record,  and  most  areas  reported  below-aver- 
age  precipitation  as  well.  Transient  lakes 
across  the  Highland  Rim  of  south-central 
Kentucky  that  lingered  from  the  heavy  early 
May  rains  provided  a unique  opportunity  to 
see  waterbirds  during  a season  when  high- 
lights from  this  group  are  typically  somewhat 
limited.  McElroy  Lake,  in  particular,  yielded  a 
number  of  interesting  observations,  including 
Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck,  Mottled  Duck, 
nesting  Black-necked  Stilts,  Whimbrel,  and 
Hudsonian  Godwit.  White  Ibis  staged  an  un- 
precedented showing  in  the  Region.  Also  un- 
precedented during  July  were  two  reports  of 
Merlin.  Other  highlights  from  Kentucky  dur- 
ing the  season  were  a second  Mottled  Duck 
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and  a summer  Alder  Flycatcher. 
Mostly  due  to  a slow  water  draw- 
down at  Brainerd  Levee,  Hamilton 
County,  Tennessee,  observers  there 
reported  an  excellent  number  of 
herons  in  post-breeding  dispersal  as 
well  as  early  transient  shorebirds. 
Rarity  highlights  from  Tennessee 
included  a White-winged  Dove  and 
a Neotropic  Cormorant. 

Abbreviations:  Chaney  L.  (Warren, 
KY),  Ensley  (Ensley  Bottoms,  in- 
cluding the  EARTH  Complex,  in  sw. 
Shelby,  TN);  Falls  of  the  Ohio  (on  the  Ohio 
R.,  Jefferson,  KY);  McElroy  L.  (Warren,  KY); 
Morgan  Pond  (Christian,  KY);  Radnor  L. 
(Radnor  Lake  State  Natural  Area,  Nashville, 
TN);  S.  Holston  L.  (Sullivan,  TN);  Standifer 
Gap  (Standifer  Gap  Marsh,  Hamilton,  TN). 

WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  IBIS 

A Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Duck  at  McElroy  L.  13-19 
Jun  (ph.  DR  et  al.)  was  only 
Kentucky’s  2nd  fully  docu- 
mented report.  Continuing 
from  the  spring,  several  were 
reported  in  small  groups 
around  Shelby,  TN  through 
the  season,  including  a high 
of  17  at  Ensley  20  Jun  (ph. 

JRW).  Two  Mottled  Ducks 
were  reported  in  Kentucky: 
one  at  McElroy  L.  3-7  Jul  (vt. 

DR  et  al.)  and  one  e.  of  Hick- 
man, w.  Fulton  10-16Jul  (BY, 


ph.  MY,  EHu,  ph.  HC).  Small  numbers  of 
Blue-winged  Teal  lingered  across  s.  Kentucky, 
but  breeding  was  confirmed  only  at  McElroy 
L.,  where  a brood  of  young  was  present  in 
mid-Jul  (BP,  KH,  ph.  DR).  A male  Gadwall  was 
present  in  s.  Jefferson,  KY  14  Jun  (BP,  EHu).  A 
male  Ring-necked  Duck  in  Bledsoe,  TN  10  Jul 
(EL,  SJS)  may  represent  the  first  summer 
record  for  the  Upper  Cumberland  region. 
Broods  of  Hooded  Mergansers  were  observed 
in  Henderson,  Livingston,  and  Warren,  KY  (CC; 
BP;  DR,  TD).  A female  Hooded  Merganser  ac- 
companied by  an  apparent  juv.  along  the  Har- 
peth  R.,  Rutherford,  TN  16  Jun  (RC)  possibly 
added  to  the  two  spring  breeding  records  for 
middle  Tennessee.  A female  Ruddy  Duck  lin- 
gered at  McElroy  L.  through  9 Jun  (DR). 

Single  Common  Loons  were  found  at  five 
Kentucky  sites:  at  Cave  Run  L.  (heard  calling) 
1 Jun  (EM);  at  McElroy  L.  3 Jun  (DR);  at  Mor- 
gan Pond  6 Jun  (DR,  MB);  and  on  Kentucky 


This  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck,  present  at  McElroy  Lake,  Warren  County  13-19 
(here  13)  June  2010,  represented  a second  confirmed  record  of  the  species  for  Ken- 
tucky. Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 
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Mottled  Ducks  continue  to  appear  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region  annually.  Of  two 
found  in  Kentucky  in  summer  2010,  this  male  was  present  at  McElroy  Lake,  Warren 
County  3-7  (here  6)  July  2010.  Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 


Pied-billed  Grebes  are  very  sporadic  breeders  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region.  These 
two  chicks  were  part  of  one  of  two  broods  hatched  at  Morgan  Pond,  Christian  County, 
Kentucky  in  July  (here  26  July)  201 0.  Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 


L.  above  the  dam,  Marshall,  and  on  L.  Barkley, 
Lyon,  both  17  Jun  (BP).  An  alternate- 
pluinaged  Common  Loon  was  on  Center  Hill 
L.,  DeKalb,  TN  27Jul  (MH).  A few  Pied-billed 
Grebes  lingered  at  karst  lakes  and  ponds 
across  s.  Kentucky  with  breeding  confirmed 
at  a pond  in  s.  Logan  (ph.  FL  et  al.)  and  at 
Morgan  Pond  (two  broods  each  with  5 young 
present  during  latter  half  of  Jul;  BP,  EHu,  ph. 
DR,  TD).  A Neotropic  Cormorant  was  at  En- 
sley  25  Jul  (ph.  JRW). 

The  only  evidence  of  breeding  Least  Bit- 
terns at  Standifer  Gap  this  season  was  the 
presence  of  one  ad.  1 Jul  (SSo,  ES);  one  was 
calling  at  Williamsport  Lakes  W.M.A.,  Maury, 
TN  22  Jul  (TE).  A relatively  impressive  num- 
ber of  Great  Blue  Herons  gathered  at  McElroy 
L.  during  late  Jun  and  early  Jul,  with  a peak 
count  of  155  there  14  Jul  (DR).  The  only  ear- 
ly concentration  of  post-breeding  Great 
Egrets  was  ca.  750  in  the  vicinity  of  Obion 
W.M.A.,  Fulton,  KY  16  Jul  (HC).  Above-aver- 
age numbers  of  Little  Blue  Herons  were  re- 
ported from  e.  Tennessee  in  late  Jul.  Two  Cat- 
tle Egrets  in  Sullivan,  TN  20  Jul  (CP)  and  one 
at  Nickajack  L.,  Marion,  TN  30  Jul  (KAC) 
were  locally  rare.  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  remains  a relatively  rare  breeder  in 
Kentucky,  so  reports  of  juvs.  are  noteworthy, 
as  they  probably  represent  locally  hatched 
birds.  Singles  were  found  this  season  at 
Chaney  L.  (BP,  EHu,  DR),  at  a transient  pond 
in  s.-cen.  Logan  (MB),  at  Obion  W.M.A.,  Ful- 
ton 10  Jul  (BY,  MY,  EH),  near  Morgan  Pond 
(BP,  EHu),  and  in  cen.  Union  22  Jul  (BP,  EHu). 

An  unprecedented  movement  of  juv.  White 
Ibis  into  the  Region  occurred  duringjul:  14  at 
Mud  L.,  Shelby,  TN  4 Jul  (ph.  JRW);  3 at  Lake 
No.  9,  Fulton,  KY  6 Jul  (ph.  HC,  ME);  one  at 
the  Ealls  of  the  Ohio  8-21  Jul  (ph.  EHu  et  al); 
2 at  Rankin  Bottoms,  Cocke,  TN  11  Jul  (MSI); 
one  at  a karst  pond  in  s.  Logan,  KY  1 1 Jul  (EL, 
MB,  ph.  DR),  with  3 there  13-16  Jul  (ph.  EL 
et  al.);  6 at  McElroy  L.  13-18  Jul  (D&SH;  ph. 
EHu;  ph.  DR  et  al);  up  to  2 in  Monroe,  TN  19- 

21  Jul  (fide  MD);  one  at  Morgan  Pond  20  & 

22  Jul  (ph.  DR,  TD,  BP,  EHu);  2 at  Standifer 
Gap  25  Jul  (LW);  and  one  at  Brainerd  Levee, 
Flamilton,  TN  26  Jul  (KAC),  joined  by  anoth- 
er 27  Jul  (DH)  (possibly  the  same  2 seen  at 
Standifer  Gap).  An  ad.  and  5 imm.  Wood 
Storks  joined  the  aforementioned  White  Ibis 


at  Mud  L.,  Shelby,  TN  4 
Jul  (ph.  JRW). 

RAPTORS 
THROUGH  TERNS 

Unprecedented  for  the 
Region  during  summer 
were  single  Merlins  at 
McElroy  L.  17  Jul  (tDR, 

TD)  and  at  Morgan  Pond 
24  Jul  (TTD).  This  year 
was  a record-setting  one 
for  nesting  Peregrine  Fal- 
cons in  Kentucky;  13 
pairs  held  territories, 
with  10  nests  successfully 
producing  23  chicks,  all 
of  which  fledged;  new 
pairs  were  located  in 
Franklin  and  Pendleton 
(KH  et  al).  None  were  re- 
ported in  Tennessee.  Sin- 
gle Sandhill  Cranes  were 
present  at  McElroy  L.  28 
Jun  (BP,  EHu,  DR)  and  in 
ne.  Jefferson,  KY  17  Jul 
(WA).  A Black-bellied 
Plover  at  McElroy  L.  5 
Jun  (DR,  TD)  was  the  lat- 
est to  be  reported.  Small 
numbers  of  Semipalmat- 
ed  Plovers  lingered  at  a 
few  Kentucky  sites  into 
early  Jun,  with  at  least  15 
still  at  McElroy  L.  4 Jun 
(DR  et  al.)  and  one  last 
seen  there  19  Jun  (DR);  2 at  Morgan  Pond  22 
Jul  (BP,  EHu)  were  the  earliest  fall  birds  re- 
ported. A Piping  Plover  at  Obion  W.M.A.,  Ful- 
ton, KY  18  Jul  (BY,  MY)  was  relatively  early. 
Single  Piping  Plovers  were  also  at  North 
Treatment  Plant,  Shelby,  TN  27  Jul  (ph.  JRW) 
and  Ensley  29  Jul  (ph.  JRW).  An  impressive 
number  of  Killdeer  gathered  at  McElroy  L. 
during  late  Jun  and  early  Jul  with  a peak 
count  of  1400+  there  16-17  Jul  (DR).  Up  to 
19  ad.  Black-necked  Stilts  were  present  at 
McElroy  L.  during  Jun,  with  at  least  5 on 
nests  (DR,  BP  et  al);  however,  as  the  lake  re- 
ceded duringjul,  numbers  dwindled.  At  least 
8 ads.  were  still  there  5 Jul,  and  at  least  2 were 
still  on  nests  (BP,  EHu),  but  only  5 remained 


11  & 14  Jul,  with  one  still  incubating  (BP,  KH, 
BP,  EHu).  At  least  2 chicks  hatched  from  the 
remaining  nest  17  Jul  (DR),  but  they  soon 
disappeared,  likely  the  result  of  depredation. 
One  to  4 stilts  were  found  at  other  karst 
ponds  in  Warren  and  Logan,  KY  from  mid-Jun 
through  mid-Jul  (FL,  MB,  DR),  but  no  evi- 
dence of  nesting  was  observed.  An  American 
Avocet  at  McElroy  L.  10  Jun  (DR)  was  re- 
markable for  the  date;  3 were  at  the  Falls  of 
the  Ohio  16  Jul  (DS,  ph.  EHu  et  al.). 

There  were  three  reports  of  Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  during  Jun:  singles  at  McElroy  L.  9-18 
(DR  et  al.)  &r  28Jun  (BP,  EHu,  DR)  and  one  at 
a karst  pond  in  s.-cen.  Logan  21  Jun  (MB).  An 
injured  Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  still  at  a karst 
pond  in  s.-cen.  Logan,  KY  5 Jun  (FL);  2 at 
McElroy  L.  14  Jun  (BP,  EHu)  may  have  been 
returning  fall  birds,  and  9 were  there  by  28  Jun 
(BP,  EHu)  and  at  least  75  there  by  7 Jul  (DR). 
There  was  a nice  flurry  of  early  fall  reports  of 
Willets  in  Kentucky  5-13  Jul,  with  singles  at 
two  sites  in  w.  Fulton  (HC,  ME;  BY,  MY,  EHu), 
in  w.  Flenderson  (CC),  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio 
(EHu),  and  at  two  sites  in  s.  Warren  (DR;  BP, 


r A it  was  a remarkable  breeding  season  for  Bald  Eagles  in  Kentucky.  Eighty-four  occupied  territories  were  documented  in 
J Mthe  state  during  the  spring/summer  201 0,  approximately  twice  the  number  of  occupied  territories  that  were  present 
in  the  state  just  five  years  ago  and  about  ten  times  the  number  documented  in  the  state  prior  to  the  DDT  era!  Largely  the  re- 
sult of  an  intensive  effort  by  personnel  with  the  Kentucky  Department  offish  and  Wildlife  Resources,  19  new  territories  were 
documented  in  2010  (KH  et  al.).  Notable  new  nest  locations  were  documented  at  Fishtrap  L.,  Pike  in  far  e.  Kentucky;  near 
downtown  Louisville  on  Shippingport  I.,  Merson;  along  the  Kentucky  R.,  Franklin;  and  at  two  sites  along  the  Ohio  R.,  Boone 
in  the  n.  part  of  the  state.  At  least  109  eaglets  were  hatched  in  Kentucky  nests,  and  fledging  was  confirmed  for  63  young. 
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White  Ibis  staged  an  unprecedented  movement  into  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region  during  July  2010.  These  six  were  pres- 
ent at  McElroy  Lake,  Warren  County,  Kentucky  13-18  (here  13)  July.  Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 


Whimbrels  are  very  rare  migrants  through  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region,  especially  during  the  fall  migratory  period.  In 
fact,  this  bird,  present  at  McElroy  Lake,  Warren  County,  Kentucky  13  July  2010  represented  a first  confirmed  record  of  a fall 
migrant  for  the  state.  Video  capture  by  David  Roemer. 


EHu),  as  well  as  a flock  of  10  at  L.  Barkley  S.P., 
Trigg  6 Jul  (MSc),  Although  evidence  of  nest- 
ing Spotted  Sandpipers  was  not  detected  in 
Kentucky  this  year,  there  were  four  reports  in 
Jim:  one  along  Horseshoe  Rd.,  w.  Hcmlcrson  3 
Jun  (CC);  one  on  the  Ohio  R.  at  Dayton, 
Campbell,  where  a pair  nested  last  year,  7 Jun 
(FR);  one  that  lingered  at  McElroy  L.  through 
7 Jun  (DR);  and  a bird  calling  as  if  territorial 
in  s.  Jefferson  14  & 24  Jun  (BP,  EHu).  Later  in 
the  season,  presumed  early  returning  birds  in- 
cluded an  ad.  at  McElroy  L.  28  Jun  and  5 Jul 
(BP);  2 in  s.  Jefferson,  KY  1 Jul  (EHu);  one  at 
Horseshoe  Rd.,  w.  Henderson,  KY  3 Jul  (CC); 
and  one  in  Greene,  TN  4 Jul  (DMi).  A Solitary 
Sandpiper  in  Greene,  TN  10  Jul  (DMi)  was  an 
early  fall  migrant.  There  were  four  Kentucky 
reports  of  Upland  Sandpiper:  singles  at  McEl- 
roy L.  1 & 10 Jul  (DR),  one  in  w.  Fulton  10  Jul 
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(EHu,  BY,  MY),  and  one  at  Morgan  Pond  26 
Jul  (DR);  the  only  one  reported  from  Ten- 
nessee was  in  Haywood  25  Jul  QRW).  A 
Whimbrel  at  McElroy  L.  13  Jul  (vt.  DR,  DB, 
TD)  represented  a hrst  conhrmed  Kentucky 
report  for  the  fall  migratory  period.  Four  Hud- 
sonian  Godwits  at  McElroy  L,  3-4  Jun  (ph.  DR 
et  al.)  were  unprecedented  for  the  season  any- 
where in  the  Region;  these  were  most  likely 
tardy  spring  migrants.  A tardy  Ruddy  Turn- 
stone was  present  on  the  Ohio  R.,  McCracken, 
KY  9 Jun  (ph.  KDi);  another  was  seen  at  the 
same  location  28  Jul,  when  it  was  observed 
eating  the  contents  of  Least  Tern  eggs  at  the 
nesting  colony  there  (ph.  KDi). 

Single  Sanderlings  at  Ensley  25  & 29  Jul 
ORW)  were  the  only  ones  reported.  Single 
Least  Sandpipers  at  Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatch- 
ery, Rowan,  KY  13  Jun  (DPa)  and  at  McElroy 


L.  14  Jun  (BP)  were  unusual  for  mid-Jun;  one 
at  McElroy  L.  26  Jun  (DR)  presumably  repre- 
sented the  earliest  returning  fall  bird,  with  ca. 
50  at  McElroy  L.  by  13  Jul  (DR).  As  is  the 
norm,  flocks  of  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  lin- 
gered into  early  Jun,  with  at  least  75  at  McEl- 
roy L.  4 Jun  (DR).  Two  at  Minor  Clark  Fish 
Hatchery,  Rowan,  KY  13  Jun  (DPa)  and  one  at 
McElroy  L.  15  Jun  (DR)  were  the  latest  to  be 
reported;  one  at  McElroy  L.  11  Jul  (BP,  KH, 
DR)  was  presumably  the  earliest  returning  fall 
bird.  There  were  three  Kentucky  reports  of 
early  ad.  Western  Sandpipers:  one  at  McElroy 
L.  16  (DR)  & 18  Jul  (TD)  and  one  at  Chaney 
L.  25-26  Jul  (DR).  At  least  75  White-rumped 
Sandpipers  were  at  McElroy  L.  4 Jun  (DR), 
with  ca.  20  at  Chapman  Pond,  s.  Warren  5 Jun 
(DR,  TD),  55-60  at  Chaney  L.  7 Jun  (DR),  and 
4 last  seen  at  McElroy  L.  15  Jun  (DR).  A Dun- 
lin at  Ensley  1 Jun  (SSo)  was  late.  A Stilt 
Sandpiper  at  McElroy  L.  28  Jun  (BP,  EHu) 
represented  a new  early  fall  arrival  date  for 
Kentucky.  Other  reports  of  interest  included 
12  at  Morgan  Pond  22  Jul  (BP,  EHu),  one  at 
Brainerd  Levee,  Hamilton,  TN  23-26  Jul 
(KAC),  and  one  at  Fishing  Creek  embayment 
of  L.  Cumberland,  Pulaski  30  Jul  (RD).  A 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  at  Obion  W.M.A., 
Fulton,  KY  17  Jul  (BY,  MY)  represented  a new 
early  fall  arrival  date  for  the  state;  also  report- 
ed was  one  at  Chaney  L.  26  Jul  (DR).  An  ad. 
Long-billed  Dowitcher  at  Morgan  Pond  14  Jul 
(BP,  ph.  EHu)  was  early,  with  another  report- 
ed there  25  Jul  (ph.  DR).  A Short-billed  Dow- 
itcher at  McElroy  L.  26  Jun  (DR)  was  the  ear- 
liest to  be  reported;  small  numbers  were  not- 
ed at  scattered  locales  during  Jul,  with  peak 
counts  of  7 at  McElroy  L.  13  & 18  Jul  (DR) 
and  7 at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  13  Jul  (EHu).  A 
male  Wilson’s  Phalarope  was  present  at  McEl- 
roy L.  21  Jun  (DR,  TD);  one  in  s.  Jefferson,  KY 
19-20  Jul  (EHu,  BY,  RH)  was  the  earliest  fall 
migrant  reported.  An  early  juv.  was  at  North 
Treatment  Plant,  Shelby,  TN  29  Jul  QRW). 

An  ad.  Laughing  Gull  was  present  at  McEl- 
roy L.  13  Jun  (DR,  DB),  and  a second-summer 
bird  was  at  Ensley  27  Jul  (ph.  JRW).  A first- 
summer  Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  North  Treat- 
ment Plant,  Shelby,  TN  6 Jun  (ph.  JRW),  and 
another  was  present  at  McElroy  L.  10  Jun 
(DR).  A Least  Tern  at  both  Chaney  L.  and 
McElroy  L.  15  Jun  (DR,  HC,  RD)  was  the  only 
one  reported  away  from  known  nesting  areas. 
Breeding  birds  on  the  lower  Ohio  R.  and  Mis- 
sissippi R.  in  Kentucky  had  moderate  nesting 
success  as  follows:  326  nests  were  marked  at 
Kentucky  Bend,  Fulton,  with  an  estimate  of 
300-400  total  pairs  and  25%  success  rate 
there  during  the  season  (KDi),  and  117  nests 
were  marked  at  Livingston  Pt.,  McCracken, 
with  an  estimate  of  100-150  total  pairs  and 
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24%  success  rate  there  (KDi).  Also  present 
were  at  least  1 1 nesting  pairs  on  an  industrial 
pond  at  Calvert  City,  Marshall  during  the  sea- 
son (KDi,  DSw)  and  an  undetermined  num- 
ber of  pairs  in  agricultural  fields  at  Swan  L., 
Ballard  in  early  Jul  (SR  et  al.).  A Caspian  Tern 
at  Calvert  City,  Marshall,  KY  17  Jun  (BP)  was 
in  between  normal  spring  and  fall  migratory 
periods.  One  to  14  Black  Terns  were  reported 
at  karst  ponds  in  Christian  and  Warren,  KY  a 
few  times  during  the  season  (DR,  TD  et  al). 
On  24  Jul,  2 were  at  John  Sevier  L.,  Hawkins, 
TN  (SH)  and  12  were  at  Rankin  Bottoms, 
Cocke,  TN  (MSI). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A White-winged  Dove  was  photographed  in 
Memphis,  TN  20  Jun  (observer’s  name  with- 
held by  request).  The  only  Black-billed  Cuck- 
oos in  Kentucky  were  a bird  banded  at  Shak- 
er Village,  Mercer  13  Jul  (KH  et  al),  with  the 
same  bird  captured  again  and  another  bird 
present  16  Jul  (KH,  DPe  et  al.)  and  likely  one 
of  the  same  birds  heard  there  27  Jul  (BP).  In 
Tennessee,  singles  were  in  Carter  8 Jun  (RL) 
and  28  Jul  (DW),  and  one  calling  and  forag- 
ing in  Bartlett,  Shelby  20  Jun+  QRW)  was  like- 
ly breeding.  A concerted  effort  by  the  Ken- 
tucky Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  Re- 
sources to  survey  for  nesting  Barn  Owls  re- 
sulted in  the  documentation  of  a remarkable 
number  of  records;  no  fewer  than  23  nesting 
pairs  were  located  in  21  counties  during  2010 
(KH  et  al).  A pair  of  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuck- 
ers,  a scarce  breeder  in  the  Region,  was  found 
in  Carter,  TN  8 Jun  (SM). 

A Least  Flycatcher  banded  at  Shaker  Vil- 
lage, Mercer,  KY  16  Jul  (KH  et  al.)  was  most 
likely  an  early  fall  migrant.  An  Alder  Fly- 
catcher continuing  from  spring  and  heard 
singing  on  the  Road  Creek  Mine,  Pike,  KY  10 
Jun  (BP,  KH)  represented  a first  for  the  state  in 
summer,  but  neither  a mate  nor  further  evi- 
dence of  nesting  could  be  found,  and  the  bird 
could  not  be  located  25  Jun  (BP).  Western 
Kingbirds  continue  to  increase  in  Shelby,  TN 
with  20  active  nests  photographed  this  sea- 
son, plus  one  failed  nest  of  a male  mated  with 
a Western  Kingbird  x Scissor-tailed  Flycatch- 
er female  QKW).  A pair  of  Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catchers on  President’s  I.,  Shelby,  TN  fledged 
4 young  (ph.  JRW);  an  ad.  in  Cumberland,  TN 
11-12  Jul  (MA,  ph.  EL)  was  a county  first. 
Scissor-taileds  were  noted  at  several  known 
breeding  sites  in  Bledsoe,  TN  (fide  SJS),  and  a 
pair  fledged  3 young  at  a regular  breeding  site 
in  South  Pittsburgh,  Marion,  TN  (J6a:CW);  an 
ad.  was  also  seen  at  another  location  in  Mari- 
on, TN  4 Jun  (KAC).  Kentucky’s  only  Scissor- 
tailed  was  one  observed  sw.  of  Hebbardsville, 
e.  Henderson  26  Jun  (tMY,  BY). 


Loggerhead  Shrikes  continue  to  hang  on  as 
a breeder  in  ne.  Tennessee;  an  ad.  with  one  to 

2 young  was  present  in  Washington  20  Jul 
(GE),  and  3 other  singles  were  reported  there 
during  the  season  (fide  RK).  Despite  a num- 
ber of  established  nesting  colonies  in  w.  Ken- 
tucky Bell’s  Vireo  remains  a rarity  in  Ten- 
nessee; accordingly,  3 males  on  territory  at  Ft. 
Campbell,  Montgomery,  TN  14  Jul  (DMo) 
were  noteworthy.  A Blue-headed  Vireo  in 
Lewis  S.E,  Lewis,  TN  11  & 16  Jun  (BPu)  was 
perplexing;  this  species  is  a regular  transient 
but  only  is  expected  to  breed  at  higher  eleva- 
tions in  the  e.  parts  of  the  state.  However, 
breeding  bird  forays  in  the  Upper  Cumber- 
land region  indicate  that  this  species  is  in- 
creasing as  a breeder  and  is  spreading  into 
new  lower-elevation  areas  there  on  an  almost 
annual  basis  (SJS),  so  perhaps  the  Lewis,  TN 
individual  is  an  early  pioneer  ahead  of  a more 
significant  range  expansion.  A remarkable 
roost  of  approximately  3000  Barn  Swallows 
was  in  Bristol,  Sullivan,  TN  during  early-mid- 
Jul  (WC).  The  only  reports  of  Sedge  Wren 
were  of  singles  in  Pulashi,  KY  6 & 8 Jun  (SJS); 
in  Adair,  KY  24  (DC)  & 31  Jul  (RD);  and  at 
Ft.  Campbell,  Montgomery,  TN  23  Jul  (DMo). 
At  least  6 Hermit  Thrushes  were  singing  at 
Roan  Mt.,  Carter,  TN  through  the  season  (RK 
et  al);  a remarkable  42+  were  singing  along 
the  Appalachian  Trail  from  Clingman’s  Dome 
to  Mt.  Guyot,  Sevier,  TN  1-4  Jul  (TH). 

Atlas  survey  work  for  Golden-winged  War- 
blers in  the  se.  portion  of  Kentucky  by  De- 
partment of  Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources  per- 
sonnel resulted  in  the  sighting  of  likely  terri- 
torial birds  at  two  sites  in  Bell  (LP,  DBa),  two 
sites  in  Harlan  (SV,  JS),  one  site  in  Pike  (SF), 
and  one  site  in  Whitley  (SA).  Also  reported  at 
one  of  the  sites  in  Bell  was  a Brewster’s  War- 
bler 28  (DBa).  A Chestnut-sided  Warbler 
singing  as  if  on  territory  near  Hail,  Pulaski, 
KY  6 Jun  (BS)  represented  a county  first  dur- 
ing the  breeding  season.  Territorial  Magnolia 
Warblers  were  found  at  three  Tennessee  loca- 
tions: 2-4  at  Roan  Mt.,  Carter  through  the  sea- 
son (RK),  up  to  2 at  Unaka  Mt.,  Unicoi  30 
May  and  1 Jun  (RK  et  al),  and  one  on  Mt. 
Guyot,  Sevier  3 Jul  (TH).  A pair  of  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers  was  at  Roan  Mt.,  Carter,  TN 
through  the  season,  and  2 males  were  found 
along  the  Appalachian  Trail  from  Clingman’s 
Dome  to  Mt.  Guyot,  Sevier,  TN  1-4  Jul  (TH). 

The  only  reports  of  Bachman’s  Sparrow 
were  singles  at  Ft.  Campbell,  Montgomery,  TN 

3 Jun  (DMo)  and  Trigg,  KY  10,  19,  & 30  Jun 
(EHo,  fide  DMo);  2 were  in  ne.  Wayne,  TN 
(DS,  BPu).  At  least  2 Vesper  Sparrows  were  on 
the  balds  of  Roan  Mt.,  Carter,  TN  through  the 
season  (RK  et  al).  A singing  Savannah  Spar- 
row was  at  Sullivan,  TN  7 Jun  (RK),  and  one 
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to  two  pairs  were  at  each  of  two  sites  in  Wash- 
ington, TN  through  the  season  (RK).  A 
singing  Henslow’s  Sparrow  in  Cades  Cove, 
Great  Smoky  Mountains  N.P.,  Sevier,  TN  4 
Jun  (NM)  was  possibly  a first  summer  record 
there.  A White-throated  Sparrow  in  Greene, 
TN  15  Jun  (RH)  was  out  of  season.  A singing 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  near  Cave  Run  L., 
Bath,  KY  1 Jun  (EM)  may  have  been  on  terri- 
tory; an  active  nest  in  Boone,  KY  during  late 
May  appeared  abandoned  at  the  end  of  the 
month,  but  3 were  seen  nearby  19  Jun  (LM). 
Two  Dickcissels  in  s.  Pike,  KY  10  & 25  Jun 
(BP,  KH)  represented  a first  during  summer 
for  the  state’s  easternmost  county.  Probable 
breeding  Bobolinks  were  noted  at  two  Ken- 
tucky sites:  along  Cummins-McWilliams  Rd., 
Pulaski  9 & 11  Jun  (SJS/RD)  and  just  nw.  of 
Harrodsburg,  Mercer,  (KDu,  fide  GD).  One  to 
2 males  and  a female  in  Washington,  TN  14 
May-18  Jun  (RK  et  al.)  were  at  a location 
where  nesting  has  occurred  in  recent  years, 
but  they  vanished  after  the  field  was  mowed. 
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Moss  (DMo),  Scotty  Myers,  Brainard  Palmer- 
Ball,  Jr.,  Charlie  Parker,  David  Patick  (DPa), 
Laura  Patton,  Don  Pelly  (DPe),  Bill  Pulliam 
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Roemer,  Mary  Schmidt  (MSc),  Ed  Schneider, 
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Once  again,  summer  weather  in  our 
Region  was  significantly  warmer  and 
drier  than  historical  norms  through- 
out almost  the  entire  two-state  area.  Birding 
highlights  seemed  fewer  than  in  recent  years 
likely  due  to  several  factors.  Possibilities  in- 
clude reduced  coastal  coverage  as  a result  of 
some  limited  access  during  the  Deepwater 
Horizon  oil  spill  clean-up  activities  and  also 
the  fact  a few  of  our  more  active  birders  took 
part  in  the  actual  response  effort  themselves. 
No  pelagic  trips  were  attempted  due  to  clo- 
sure of  offshore  waters  and  the  fact  suitable 
long-range  craft  were  either  involved  in  the 
spill  response  or  locked  up  at  the  docks. 

Abbreviations:  B.B.A.  (Breeding  Bird  Atlas); 
Dauphin  (Dauphin  I.,  Mobile,  AL);  Delta 
(Mississippi  River  Delta  Region  of  w.  Missis- 
sippi); ES.C.R.  (Farquhar  State  Cattle  Ranch, 
Cedarville,  Hale,  AL);  G.C.  (Gulf  Coastal  Re- 
gion of  s.  Alabama,  not' golf  course);  I.C.P. 
(Inland  Coastal  Plain  Region  of  s.-cen.  Ala- 
bama); M.R.  (Mountain  Region  of  n.  Ala- 
bama); Noxubee  (Noxubee  N.W.R.,  Nox- 
ubee/Oktihbeha/Winston,  MS);  Seaman  (Sea- 
man Road  lagoons,  Jackson,  MS);  T.V.  (Ten- 
nessee Valley  Region  of  n.  Alabama);  Yazoo 
(Yazoo  N.W.R.,  Washington,  MS). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  STORKS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  returned  again 
to  the  area  at  the  n.  end  of  Alabama’s  Mobile 
Bay,  including  Blakeley  1.  and  the  Pinto  Pass, 
Mobile.  A maximum  of  5 were  seen  at  Blakeley 
I.  24  Jul  (CH).  Unlike  last  summer,  no  evi- 
dence of  breeding  was  observed.  A surprise 
hnd  were  the  6 Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
discovered  on  Terrapin  1.  in  the  Mississippi 
Sound  just  s.  of  Coden,  Mobile,  AL  24  Jun 
QAT).  Observations  of  the  species  were  also 


made  within  Mississippi  at  four  different  Delta 
and  coastal  locations.  The  maximum  count 
was  32  found  at  Seaman  22  Jul  (m.ob.).  A new 
summer  G.C.  maximum  for  Canada  Goose 
was  established  25  Jun  by  the  163  at  the  Mo- 
bile municipal  park.  Mobile  (CK).  Lingering 
Blue-winged  Teal  were  documented  at  five  lo- 
cations in  our  Region,  with  a high  count  of  3 
at  the  FS.C.R.  23  Jul  QAT).  No  breeding  activ- 
ity was  reported,  which  seems  unusual  based 
on  recent  experience.  Rarer  this  season  were 
the  representatives  of  five  different  waterfowl 
species  at  Seaman:  a Green-winged  Teal  17-24 
Jun,  2 Ring-necked  Ducks  10  Jun-29  Jul,  2 
Lesser  Scaup  1 Jul,  a Red-breasted  Merganser 
17  Jun,  and  a Ruddy  Duck  3 Jun-29  Jul  (all 
m.ob.).  Two  juv.  Hooded  Mergansers  were 
studied  early  in  the  season  near  Winfield, 
Marion,  AL  until  19  Jun  and  were  likely  the  re- 
sults of  a rare  M.R.  breeding  OJ)-  A late  Rud- 
dy Duck  was  present  27  Jun  at  Yazoo  (RH). 

A flock  of  22  Wild  Turkeys  was  found  at 
Oak  Mountain  S.R,  Shelby,  AL  29  Jun  and  fur- 
nished a new  summer  M.R.  maximum  (AC). 
Pied-billed  Grebes  continued  an  unusual  s.  Al- 
abama incursion.  Three  pairs  with  downy 
young  were  seen  near  Andalusia,  Cov- 
ington 12-16Jun  (GEH,  LEG),  while  the 
ES.C.R.  enclave  found  last  spring  pro- 
duced a new  Alabama  maximum  count 
of  32  (including  4 downy  young)  23  Jul 
(ph.  BS,  ECS).  Summering  Northern 
Gannets  were  reported  four  times  on 
the  Alabama  coast  3 Jun-15  Jul  (m.ob.) 
and  twice  from  offshore  Mississippi  11- 
17  Jul  (ph.  RD).  The  latter  observations 
were  of  oiled  birds,  one  of  which  sur- 
vived long  enough  to  be  taken  to  a Gulf- 
port rehabilitation  center.  American 
White  Pelicans  rarely  summer  along  the 
Mississippi  coast,  making  the  5 found 
roosting  with  Brown  Pelicans  at  Point 
Aux  Chenes  Bay,  Jackson  11  Jul  (RD) 
and  2 in  the  surf  off  Deer  L,  Harrison  14 
Jul  OH,  MH)  noteworthy.  An  ad.  Brown 
Pelican  at  Lay  L,  Shelby  20  Jun  (ph.  BC)  was 
a rare  inland  Alabama  find  and  established  the 
3rd  M.R.  record.  A very  rare  Neotropic  Cor- 
morant was  discovered  at  St.  Catherine’s 
N.W.R.,  Adams,  MS  17  Jul  (AS,  VR).  More  ex- 
pected locally  were  up  to  3 Anhingas  at  Nox- 
ubee 1 Jun-i-  (TLS);  “snakebirds”  have  nested 
there  in  recent  years. 

An  impressive  concentration  of  100  Great 
Blue  Herons  was  observed  at  Wilson  Dam, 
Lauderdale/Colbert  17  Jun  (PDK),  establishing 
a new  Alabama  summer  maximum.  A total  of 
7 Alabama  White  Ibis  were  found  25  Jun-21 
Jul  at  four  different  M.R.  and  T.V.  sites 
(m.ob.).  Either  post-breeding  wandering  is 
becoming  more  common  in  recent  years  or 


observers  are  venturing  out  during  the  heat  of 
summer  more  often  (or  both?).  Glossy  Ibis 
are  regularly  found  during  summer  near  Mo- 
bile, Mobile,  AL.  However,  the  16  counted  at 
the  U.S.S.  Alabama  Battleship  Park  1 Jun  QW) 
comprised  a higher-than-normal  total.  Single 
Glossies  were  also  observed  at  two  Mississip- 
pi locations  17  Jun-18  Jul  (m.ob.).  Roseate 
Spoonbills  seemed  more  evident  than  usual  in 
Mississippi  5-24  Jul  at  three  locations;  a max- 
imum of  23  was  reported  from  Yazoo  19  Jul 
(RH).  Several  Wood  Stork  reports  were  re- 
ceived, including  9 at  the  ES.C.R.  9 Jun  QAT) 
and  observations  from  seven  Mississippi  loca- 
tions 27  Jun-24  Jul,  with  the  250  in  Issaque- 
na 5 Jul  topping  the  heap  (AL). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Participants  in  an  Alabama  Summer  Bird 
Count  totaled  10  American  Kestrels  near  Lex- 
ington, Lauderdale  (DJS,  JP),  establishing  a 
new  maximum  summer  count  for  this  uncom- 
mon breeder.  Purple  Gallinule  (2  ads.  and  2 
chicks,  1 Jun+)  and  Common  Moorhen  (3  ads. 
and  7 fledglings,  1 Jun+)  were  both  recorded 
at  Noxubee,  where  they  are  local  breeders 


(TLS,  ph.  HM).  One  report  of  a rare  American 
Coot  breeding  in  Alabama  was  received:  two 
pairs  with  fledglings  near  Andalusia,  Coving- 
ton  12-16  Jun  (GEH,  LEG).  Two  more  reports 
of  coots  from  Alabama  and  one  from  Missis- 
sippi did  not  involve  breeding  evidence.  Up  to 
5 Semipalmated  Plovers  were  a surprise  find 
27  Jun  and  3 Jul  on  Dauphin  (SDL,  BN,  CN), 
either  summering  birds  or  early  fall  migrants. 
A first  Jun  inland  Alabama  record  was  estab- 
lished by  an  American  Avocet  n.  of  River  Falls, 
Covington  11  Jun  (GEH).  An  impressive  sum- 
mer avocet  presence  at  Yazoo  was  recorded 
15-18  Jul,  with  up  to  33  were  noted  (RH).  In 
Mississippi,  single  Solitary  Sandpipers  were 
seen  18  Jul  inland  at  Yazoo  (RH)  and  15-29  Jul 


This  American  Woodcock  nest  was  found  1 June  201 0 at  Threet,  Laud- 
erdale County,  Alabama.  One  of  the  four  eggs  was  noted  to  be  dam- 
aged. Nests  of  the  species  are  rarely  found  in  the  Alabama  & 
Mississippi  region.  Photograph  by  Damien  J.  Simbeck. 
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at  Seaman  (m.ob.),  presumably  early  mi- 
grants. A lone  Willet  inland  at  the  state  fish 
hatchery  near  Marion,  Perry,  AL  4 Jul  (GJH) 
was  an  unusual  summer  find.  Two  Marbled 
Godwits  were  seen  30  Jul  near  Gulfport,  Har- 
rison, MS  QW,  PH),  clearly  migrants.  An  early 
migrant  flock  of  12  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
was  at  ES.C.R.  23  Jul  (JAT).  The  5 Baird’s 
Sandpipers  found  4 Jun  at  Muscle  Shoals,  Col- 
bert, AL  were  rather  tardy  (DJS).  An  impres- 
sive 45  Short-billed  Dowitchers  on  Dauphin 
15  Jul  (JNW)  were  early.  A nesting  American 
Woodcock  at  Threet,  Lauderdale,  AL  1 Jun  was 
a rare  find  (SH,  ph.  DJS). 

GULLS  THROUGH  SHRIKES 

The  appearance  of  Herring  Gull  x Kelp  Gull 
hybrids  on  the  Alabama  coast  means  ob- 
servers must  study  all  dark-backed  gulls  criti- 
cally. Photographs  of  a bird  on  Dauphin  con- 
firmed that  it  was  a third-cycle  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull,  a first  Jul  record  for  Alabama 
(ph.  LH).  Gull-billed  Terns  are  known  breed- 
ers along  the  Gulf;  however,  the  39  docu- 
mented at  Blakeley  I.,  Mobile,  AL  24  Jul  (CH) 
was  quite  impressive.  Black  Skimmer  numbers 
continue  to  impress  along  the  Biloxi,  Harrison, 
MS  beaches,  with  up  to  420  including  88  juvs. 
14-21  Jul  (m.ob.).  Three  White-winged  Dove 
reports  from  inland  Alabama  provide  further 
evidence  that  the  species  is  on  the  march 
northward.  Two  continued  to  be  found 
through  this  season  at  Greenville,  Washington, 
MS,  where  the  species  is  quite  uncommon 
(m.ob.).  The  most  interesting  observation  was 
from  Montgomery,  Montgomery,  AL,  where  at 
least  7 were  seen  repeatedly  early  Jul+  (LFG), 
and  local  residents  report  they  have  been  pres- 
ent for  at  least  a year.  Inland  breeding  has  yet 
to  be  documented  for  Alabama,  so  this  situa- 
tion bears  watching.  An  amazing  350  Mourn- 
ing Doves  were  counted  on  Dauphin  15  Jul 
(JNW),  for  a new  summer  G.C.  maximum. 
Discovered  only  during  subsequent  study  of 
photographs  by  an  experienced  birder,  Alaba- 
ma’s 2nd  Inca  Dove  was  documented  in  Sil- 
verhill,  Baldwin  7 Jul  at  a backyard  feeder;  the 
bird  was  associating  with  many  White-winged 
Doves  (ph.  LC).  It  was  not  seen  again,  but 
more  records  for  the  species  are  certainly  ex- 
pected. Six  Chuck-will’s-widow  pairs  and  six 
nests  were  found  at  Gulf  S.R,  Baldwin,  AL  3- 
10  Jun  (BS),  providing  an  excellent  coastal 
counts.  It  is  unusual  to  have  Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker  mentioned  in  one  of  our  Region’s 
reports.  Known  concentrations  are  hardly 
noteworthy,  and  observations  at  new  locations 
may  not  be  reported  for  some  time  for  various 
reasons,  including  protection  of  this  endan- 
gered species;  however,  7 found  in  Conecuh 
N.E,  Covington/Escambia  12  Jun  (GEH)  were 


of  interest  and  provided  a new  maximum  for 
the  I.C.P 

Only  two  Gray  Kingbird  reports  came  from 
Alabama  this  season.  The  first  was  of  a single 
bird  in  Mobile  4 Jul  (BN),  the  other  of  a pair 
feeding  2 fledglings  on  Dauphin  15  Jul 
QNW),  where  the  species  has  bred  again  in 
recent  years.  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  re- 
turned to  nest  again  at  Sledge,  Hale,  AL.  Ob- 
servations over  the  period  5-30  Jul  docu- 
mented up  to  4 nestlings  with  subsequent 
successful  fledging  for  this  rare  but  increasing 
state  breeder  (m.ob.).  Many  nw.  Alabama 
birders  have  been  more  aware  and  concerned 
in  recent  years  about  the  increasing  scarcity  of 
Loggerhead  Shrike.  In  this  context,  the  8 
counted  in  Lauderdale  16  Jun  (DJS,  JP)  made 
an  excellent  total. 

VIREOS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A first  confirmed  Marshall,  AL  breeding 
record  for  Blue-headed  Vireo  was  established 
4 Jun,  when  a nesting  pair  was  found  at  Lake 
Guntersville  S.R  (CH).  In  what  must  have 
been  an  awe-inspiring  spectacle,  an  immense 
Purple  Martin  migration  roost  consisting  of 
an  estimated  100,000  birds  was  documented 
at  Auburn,  Lee,  AL  16-19  Jul  (vt.  CEB).  Four 
Tree  Swallow  reports  comprising  11  birds 
spanned  7 Jun-6  Jul  (m.ob.);  the  three  Ala- 
bama observations  were  made  in  the  n.  half  of 
the  state,  where  the  species  is  a rare  but  in- 
creasing breeder.  The  lone  Mississippi  record 
of  2 Tree  Swallows  at  St.  Catherine’s  N.W.R., 
Adams  (BSt)  is  far  more  difficult  to  explain,  as 
the  species  has  usually  departed  by  late 
spring,  and  summer  records  are  almost  un- 
precedented. A Bank  Swallow  at  Seaman  17 
Jun  (m.ob.)  was  also  a very  unusual  seasonal 
find,  but  the  20  discovered  at  Vicksburg,  War- 
ren, MS  30  Jul  (PW)  may  have  been  early  mi- 
grants. Finding  large  numbers  of  Cliff  Swal- 
lows in  our  Region  is  old  news,  but  certain 
records  do  continue  to  impress:  500  were  es- 
timated in  Lauderdale,  AL  19  Jun,  tying  the 
previous  T.V  maximum  (DJS),  and  this  report 
was  surpassed  by  525  found  the  same  day  in 
Tuscaloosa,  AL,  for  a new  I.C.P.  maximum 
(RSH,  DCH). 

A rare  White-breasted  Nuthatch  at  Opeli- 
ka, Lee  6 Jul  (LW)  was  found  at  the  s.  limit  of 
the  species’  range  in  Alabama.  Gray  Catbirds 
are  quite  rare  in  summer  on  the  G.C.,  making 
the  2 seen  in  Mobile  11-24  Jul  (CH,  BN,  CN) 
noteworthy.  The  breeding  status  of  Yellow 
Warbler  in  Alabama  has  become  murky  in  re- 
cent years.  No  confirmations  of  breeding  were 
made  during  the  2001-2006  state  B.B.A.  proj- 
ect. Again  this  season,  two  reports  contained 
only  hints  at  nesting,  but  the  observation  of 
lingering  migrants  could  not  be  eliminated. 


Two  singing  Yellow  Warblers  in  Tuscaloosa  13 
Jun  (RSH,  DCH)  were  intriguing.  Later,  one  at 
Oakland  Marsh,  Lauderdale  17  Jun  (SAW, 
DCP,  PN)  displayed  no  evidence  of  breeding, 
despite  the  area’s  excellent  habitat.  The  only 
Cerulean  Warbler  report  received  this  season 
was  of  2 at  Marion,  Perry,  AL  25  Jul  (GJH, 
m.ob.),  probably  early  migrants.  An  Ovenbird 
remained  singing  on  territory  through  10  Jun 
at  a Noxubee  location  where  the  species  was 
also  documented  in  2007  and  2008  (TLS);  the 
species  is  only  known  to  nest  regularly  along 
the  n.  border  of  Mississippi. 

Participants  in  an  Alabama  Summer  Bird 
Count  found  3 Grasshopper  Sparrows  13  Jun 
in  Tuscaloosa  (RSH,  DCH),  where  the  species 
is  a rare  breeder.  Seaside  Sparrows  were  noted 
again  at  McDuffie  I.,  Mobile,  AL  20  JuU 
(HEH),  a very  unusual  location  to  find  the 
species  summering,  as  nesting  usually  only 
occurs  along  the  outer  coast,  about  45  km  to 
the  south.  A late  White-throated  Sparrow  was 
seen  until  5 Jun  near  Adaton,  Oktibbeha,  MS 
(TLS,  MS).  Painted  Bunting  continues  to 
claw-out  a summer  breeding  presence  in  the 
I.C.P,  where  two  observations  of  4 birds  (3 
singing  males)  were  made  in  Autauga  and 
Montgomery  QAT,  LFG).  Two  Dickcissel  ob- 
servations were  received  from  Shelby  in  the 
M.R.,  where  the  species  is  a rare  breeder:  a 
singing  male  at  Inverness  26  Jun  (RR),  and  3 
at  Harpersville  30  Jun  (HHW,  ASC).  A 
Bronzed  Cowbird  at  Seaman  was  an  unusual 
summer  find  10  Jun  (m.ob.).  An  injured  fe- 
male Purple  Finch  lingered  until  22  Jun  at  a 
feeder  in  Opelika,  Lee  (LW)  for  the  latest  Ala- 
bama record  ever  and  only  the  2nd  in  Jun. 

Initialed  Observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Charles  E.  Branch,  Alice  S.  Chris- 
tenson, Lisa  Comer,  Andrew  Core,  Bo  Craw- 
ford, Rob  Doster,  Lawrence  F Gardella,  Steve 
Hacker,  R.  Stan  Hamilton,  Dana  C.  Hamilton, 
Greg  J.  Harber,  Rob  Heflin,  Mitch  Hembree, 
Phil  Henderson,  Chazz  Hesselein,  Jill  High, 
Geoff  E.  Hill,  Howard  E.  Horne,  Lisa  Hug, 
Greg  D.  Jackson  (Alabama),  Jud  Johnston, 
Christine  Kelley,  Paul  D.  Kittle,  Arthur  Liles, 
Susan  D.  Lindsay,  Hal  Mitchell,  Brian  Naylor, 
Charlotte  Naylor,  Phyllis  Nofzinger,  Dee  C. 
Patterson,  Jack  Paul,  Van  Remsen,  Rick  Remy, 
Marion  Schiefer,  Terence  L.  Schiefer  (Missis- 
sippi), Amy  Shutt,  Damien  J.  Simbeck,  Eric  C. 
Soehren,  Bob  Strader,  Bill  Summerour,  John 
A.  Trent,  Jacob  N.  Walker,  Jennifer  Wang, 
Shirley  A.  Wayland,  Lorna  West,  Harriet  H. 
Wright.  ^ 


Steven  W.  McConnell,  29  Village  Drive  NE 
Hartselle,  Alabama  35640,  (swmavocet@aol.com) 


VOLUME  64  (2011)  • NUMBER  4 


605 


Arkansas  & Louisiana 


severe.  As  we  move  beyond  the  “oil  slick” 
phase  of  the  disaster,  major  concerns  will  shift 
to  subtler  long-term  impacts  of  oil  and  dis- 
persant contamination  in  the  northern  Gulf  of 
Mexico  pelagic  and  barrier  island  ecosystems, 
and  the  effects  of  that  contamination  on  the 
food  chain. 

It  became  abundantly  clear  during  the  ear- 
ly stages  of  the  disaster  that  there  were  sur- 
prisingly few  systematic  pre-disaster  bird  sur- 
vey data  from  the  Louisiana  coastline.  Such  a 
database  would  have  proven  invaluable  in  as- 
sessing short-  and  long-term  changes  that 
might  be  attributable  to  the  Deepwater  Hori- 
zon incident.  There  are,  however,  at  least 
some  pre-spill  data  sets,  including  periodic 
censuses  of  various  coastal  species  of  “man- 
agement concern,”  e.g.,  wintering  Piping 
Plovers  and  breeding  Wilson’s  Plovers.  A 

2010  Wilson’s  Plover  census  was  conducted 
during  May  and  June,  with  most  areas  of  the 
Louisiana  coast  covered  before  any  oiling  oc- 
curred, and  this  census  will  be  repeated  in 

2011  and  perhaps  further  into  the  future,  at 
least  along  some  sections  of  coastline.  Other 
monitoring  survey  efforts  have  been  estab- 
lished in  response  to  the  disaster,  some 
“transparent,”  but  most  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Natural  Resource  Damage  Assessment — 
and  therefore  not  available  to  the  public.  It  is 
hoped  that  all  such  survey  data  will  eventual- 
ly become  part  of  the  public  record. 

In  general  during  summer  2010,  moderate 
drought  conditions  persisted  through  the  pe- 
riod across  most  of  Louisiana  and  extreme 


200  million  gallons.  Rather  than  repeat  much 
of  what  has  already  been  written  about  the 
disaster,  1 recommend  that  interested  readers 
peruse  Wikipedia’s  “Timeline  of  the  Deepwa- 
ter Horizon  oil  spill”  <http://en.wikipedia. 
org/wiki/Timeline_of_the_Deepwater_ 

Horizon_oil_spill>  as  well  as  Drew  Wheelan’s 
blog  archives  at  the  ABA  website,  <bttp:// 
birding.typepad.com/gulf/>. 

Fortunately,  the  “worst-case”  scenario — 
that  the  entire  Louisiana  coast  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  birds  would  become  hopelessly 
drenched  with  oil — did  not  materialize. 

Nonetheless,  ocean  currents,  tides,  and  pre- 
vailing southeasterly  winds  working  in  com- 
bination eventually  resulted  in  major  incur- 
sions of  oil  onto  most  of  southeastern  and 
central  Louisiana’s  barrier  island  beaches  and, 
at  least  patchily,  into  major  bays  and  estuarine 
marshlands.  Although  the  Region  was  once 
again  spared  any  direct  hits  or  near  misses  by 
tropical  cyclones  (which  may  indeed  have 
caused  a “worst  case”  catastrophe),  high  seas 
generated  by  distant  Hurricane  Alex  and  from  land  except  in  the  case  of  ailing  birds  or  occasionally  when  birds  are  driven  ashore  by  major  storms.  This  moribund  im- 

Tropical  Depression  No.  2 during  late  June  maturefoundll  June  2010  during  a survey  of  the  Holly  Beach  area,  Cameron  Parish,  Louisiana  was  suspected  of  being 

and  early  July  added  insult  to  injury  by  steer-  lightly  oiled  but  was  not  obviously  tainted  with  the  distinctive  reddish  Deepwater  Horizon  oil.  Photograph  by  Paul  E.  Conover. 
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The  BP  Deepwater  Horizon  oil  well 
blowout  (that  began  on  20  April  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  River)  continued  to  gush  millions 
of  gallons  of  crude  oil  through  most  of  the  pe- 
riod before  hnally  being  successfully  sealed 
off  15  July.  Current  estimates  of  the  amount 
of  oil  that  escaped  into  the  environment  stand 
at  about  5 million  barrels,  or  approximately 


ing  considerable  additional  oil  asbore,  dis- 
placing protective  oil  booms,  burying  large 
amounts  of  oil  under  layers  of  sand,  and  over- 
washing low-lying  islands.  Particularly  hard 
hit  by  oily  surges  during  the  six  weeks  or  so 
before  the  well  was  capped  were  waterbird 
nesting  colonies  on  Queen  Bess  Island  (just 
northeast  of  Grand  Isle),  on  islets  just  north 
of  East  Grand  Terre  Island,  and  on  Raccoon 
Island  at  the  west  end  of  the  Isles  Dernieres, 
with  substantial  numbers  of  adult  and  fledg- 
ling Brown  Pelicans,  herons,  spoonbills,  gulls, 
and  terns  affected. 

Through  July  (roughly,  through  week  14  of 
the  disaster),  “official”  bird-related  response 
activities  focused  on  search,  rescue,  and  reha- 
bilitation of  oiled  individuals.  In  addition  to 
birds  that  were  directly  contaminated  with 
oil,  massive  disturbance  caused  by  shoreline 
oil  protection  measures  and  oil  cleanup  activ- 
ities probably  also  took  its  toll  in  terms  of 
lower  productivity  of  nesting  birds  such  as 
Wilson’s  Plovers  and  Least  Terns. 

Thankfully,  the  Deepwater  Horizon  well 
was  successfully  “killed,”  but  residual  oil  and 
dispersant  continued  to  wash  ashore,  buried 
oil  continued  to  become  exposed,  and  exist- 
ing onshore  oil  was  slow  to  be  cleaned  up.  In 
many  areas,  exposed  oil  was  simply  left  to 
weather  and  gradually  degrade;  with  time, 
weathered  oil  sheets  and  “tar  balls”  became 
coated  with  sand,  hardened,  and  became  less 
of  a threat  in  terms  of  direct  contamination  of 
birds.  In  areas  where  larger  volumes  of  oil  re- 
mained in  viscous  form,  impacts  were  most 
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Black  Rails  are  surprisingly  rare  in  Louisiana  and  seem  to  be  found  dead  more  often  than  alive.  Such  was  the  case  for  this 
road-killed  adult  male  near  Gueydan,  Vermilion  Parish  4 July  2010.  Even  more  amazingly,  this  was  the  state's  first  well-docu- 
mented occurrence  between  May  and  September  and  the  first  from  the  southwestern  Louisiana  rice-growing  region.  Photo- 
graph by  Paul  E.  Conover. 


This  particularly  heavily  oiled  Wilson's  Plover  (left)  stood  out  in  a post-breeding  flock  of  the  species  on  East  Grand  Terre  Island, 
Plaquemines  Parish,  Louisiana  14  July  2010.  Relatively  few  such  dramatic  examples  were  found  during  June/July  barrier  island 
surveys,  but  numbers  of  less  obviously  oiled  individuals  were  regularly  encountered.  Although  difficult  to  prove,  most  such 
badly  oiled  shorebirds  are  assumed  to  succumb,  which  might  explain  why  relatively  few  such  extreme  cases  are  encountered. 
Photograph  by  Steven  W.  Cardiff. 


southern  Arkansas,  with  a fairly  severe 
drought  settling  on  northern  Louisiana  by  the 
end  of  July.  The  fourth  season  of  the 
Louisiana  Summer  Bird  Atlas  project  took 
place  from  1 June  to  15  July;  for  details,  see: 
<http://www.museum.lsu.edu/~Remsen/Sum- 
merBirdAtlas.html>. 

Abbreviations:  C.EH.  (Craig  Fish  Hatchery, 
near  Centerton,  Benton,  AR);  C.N.E  (Camp 
Nine  Farm,  n.  of  Arkansas  City,  Desha,  AR). 
Counties/parishes  are  indicated  only  for  the 
initial  mention  of  a specific  locality,  and  states 
are  indicated  only  for  the  initial  mention  of 
counties/parishes,  except  to  avoid  confusion. 
For  records  of  “review  list”  species,  documen- 
tation has  been  received  and  records  have  ei- 
ther been  accepted  by,  or  acceptance  is  pend- 
ing by,  the  respective  state  bird  records  com- 
mittee. Significance  for  Arkansas  records  is 
based  on  Arkansas  Birds  Oan^es  and  Neal 
1986)  and  the  Arkansas  Audubon  Society 
(AAS)  online  bird  record  database  (for 
records  since  1986).  Significance  for 
Louisiana  records  is  based  on  the  bird  record 
card  file  database  and  the  Louisiana  Bird 
Records  Committee  archives  at  the  Louisiana 
State  University  Museum  of  Natural  Science, 
as  well  as  the  most  recent  draft  of  the  forth- 
coming Birds  of  Louisiana  (Remsen,  Cardiff, 
Dittmann,  and  Dickson). 

WATERFOWL 

A Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  at  Little 
Rock,  Pulaski  15  Jul  (Donna  Haynes)  was  rel- 
atively far  n.  for  the  species  in  Arkansas,  and 
one  at  Red  R.  Lock  & Dam  No.  2,  Rapides  1 
Jun  QVH)  added  to  the  relatively  few  cen. 
Louisiana  occurrences.  Summering  (and  pre- 
sumably breeding)  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks 
continue  to  increase  in  frequency  and  num- 
bers in  se.  Arkansas,  and  this  season,  50  were 
observed  at  C.N.E,  the  species’  se.  Arkansas 
stronghold,  24  Jul  (DB);  2 at  Braithwaite, 
Plaquemines  6 Jun  (GO)  were  much  farther  e. 
than  normal  for  Louisiana.  Having  first  ap- 
peared as  an  imm.  during  the  previous  winter, 
a Greater  White-fronted  Goose  that  remained 
through  at  least  12  Jun  at  L.  Atalanta,  Rogers, 
Benton  OR  MAM)  had  apparently  become 
sedentary  after  “imprinting”  on  the  local  “fer- 
al” goose  flock,  which  also  included  “resi- 
dent” Snow  and  Ross’s  Geese.  Southeastern 
Arkansas’s  isolated  resident  population  of 
Mottled  Ducks  (mainly  occurring  in  Desha) 
swelled  to  a record  70  at  C.N.E  31  Jul  (DB, 
KN).  Summer  reports  of  Blue-winged  Teal  in- 
cluded 6 at  C.EH.  3 Jun  (MAM,  JP),  4 at 
C.N.E  14  Jun  and  8 there  24  Jul  (both  DB), 
and  single  males  at  Port  Fourchon,  Lafourche, 
LA  9 Jul  (ph.  DLD)  and  at  Sherburne  W.M.A.’s 


South  Farm  Unit  near  Ramah,  Iberville,  LA  17 
jul  OWH);  the  early  Jun  sightings  could  have 
pertained  to  lingering  spring  migrants,  but 
status  of  the  Jul  birds  is  less  easily  ex- 
plained— summering  non-breeders,  breed- 
ers, or  exceptional  early  fall  migrants?  A male 
Northern  Shoveler  at  L,  Fayetteville,  Washing- 
ton, AR  6-20  Jun  (H.  David  Chapman)  was 
most  likely  an  unhealthy  summering  individ- 
ual, and  another  found  at  Jonesboro,  Craig- 
head, AR  15  Jul  (Mitchell  Pruitt)  was  known 
to  be  an  injured  bird.  A male  White-cheeked 
Pintail  found  at  Grand  Isle,  Jefferson,  LA  21 
Jul-i-  (ph.  Richard  Gibbons,  Chris  Wood)  was 
generally  regarded  as  an  escaped  captive. 
Contributing  to  suspicions  were  the  fact  that 
the  bird  sported  a leg  band  and  also  in  the 
vicinity  were  a Mallard  and  a bird  thought  to 
be  a Mallard  x Mottled  Duck  (Mallard  is  ex- 
ceptionally rare  in  summer  on  the  immediate 
coast).  A male  Lesser  Scaup  at  Kincaid  L., 
Rapides  10  Jun  QVH)  was  undoubtedly  an  un- 
healthy summering  individual. 

BOOBY  THROUGH  SPOONBILL 

A moribund  imm.  Masked  Booby  was  on- 
shore at  Holly  Beach,  Cameron,  LA  11  Jun 
(ph.  PEC,  BMM).  A very  late,  possibly  sum- 
mering American  White  Pelican  at  the  Burn- 
side-Darrow  area.  Ascension,  LA  23  Jun  (SBr) 
appeared  healthy  and  even  sported  a bill 
horn.  Observation  of  240  Neotropic  Cor- 
morants at  a nesting  colony  at  Morganza 


Spillway  Eorebay  Pointe  Coupee,  LA  1 Jul  (ph. 
BL)  validated  previous  circumstantial  evi- 
dence of  a substantial  breeding  presence  in 
that  area.  An  imm.  Anhinga  at  Delta  Earms, 
Monroe  5 Jul  (Terry  & Ruth  Ann  Singleterry) 
was  relatively  far  n.  for  the  species  in 
Arkansas.  Certainly  a surprise  was  a south- 
bound Magnificent  Erigatebird  ne.  of  Gonza- 
les, Ascension  11  Jun  (ph.  SBr);  the  location  is 
only  about  50  km  from  L,  Pontchartrain  but 
100+  km  from  the  outer  coastline,  where  the 
species  is  regular;  there  was  no  obvious 
weather  event  prior  to  the  sighting  that  might 
have  accounted  for  the  bird  being  inland.  A 
frigatebird  seen  over  L.  Pontchartrain  from 
the  Pontchartrain  Causeway,  Jefferson  7 Jul 
(SM)  was  also  slightly  inland  from  the  imme- 
diate coast. 

Least  Bitterns  are  rare  and  local  breeders 
across  most  of  Arkansas  and  n.  Louisiana  but 
qualify  as  locally  common  at  C.N.E,  where  a 
respectable  20  were  counted  24  Jul  (DB);  a 
singing  individual  near  Sorrento,  Ascension  6 
Jun  (DLD,  SWC)  was  interesting  for  the  Ba- 
ton Rouge  area.  A Tricolored  Heron  at  C.N.E 
29  Jul  (DB)  was  the  only  report  from  the  Re- 
gion’s n.  interior;  it  is  possible  that  many  ob- 
servers are  no  longer  submitting  reports,  as 
the  species  becomes  more  regular  and  expect- 
ed inland.  About  600  White  Ibis  (95%  imms.) 
at  C.N.E  24  Jul  (DB)  was  a record  high  for 
Arkansas  and  demonstrated  the  species’  dra- 
matic expansion  into  the  interior;  5 at  Bird  L, 
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In  Louisiana,  Dunlins  are  late  to  leave  in  spring  and  late  to  return  in  fall 
(scarce  before  October),  and  rare  individuals  found  between  those  sea- 
sons are  traditionally  considered  to  be  "summering"  rather  than  early 
fall  migrants.  These  presumed  summering  birds  are  often  in  partial  al- 
ternate plumage  or  basic  plumage,  and  typically  show  signs  of  wing 
molt,  as  can  be  seen  on  this  individual  near  Port  Fourchon,  Lafourche 
Parish  1 5 July  201 0.  Photograph  by  Donna  L Dittmann. 


L.  Ouachita  30  Jul  (ph.  Daniel  Valovich)  were 
relatively  far  n.  and  apparently  the  first  for 
Garland,  AR.  Plegadis  ibis  are  encountered 
well  inland  with  increasing  frequency,  but 
mid-summer  occurrences  are  almost  non-ex- 
istent (at  least  in  recent  decades).  This  sea- 
son, 3 White-faced  Ibis  were  found  at  C.EH.  3 
Jun  (ph.  JP,  MAM,  Lisa  Riley,  Chris  Bliss)  but 
were  early  enough  to  possibly  represent  late 
spring  transients,  and  6 unidentified  Plegadis 
at  C.N.E  24  Jul  (DB)  were  late  enough  to  rep- 
resent early  fall  transients  or  post-breeding 
dispersers;  there  were  no  intervening  sight- 
ings to  suggest  far  inland  breeding  or  sum- 
mering. Two  White-faced  Ibis  in  the  vicinity 
of  a mixed  waterbird  colony  near  Sorrento  6 
Jun  (DTD,  SWC)  suggested  breeding  on  the 
se.  edge  of  the  Baton  Rouge  area.  Just  a few 
decades  ago,  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  rare 
outside  of  sw.  Louisiana,  but  now  they  are 
more  or  less  regular  along  the  immediate 
coast  e.  to  the  Mississippi  R.  and  breed  local- 
ly n.  to  cen.  Louisiana.  Elowever,  the  species 
remains  noteworthy  in  the  New  Orleans/L. 
Pontchartrain  area,  where  singles  were  ob- 
served at  Kenner,  Jefferson  (SM)  and  at  Man- 
deville,  St.  Tammany  (SW),  both  8 Jul. 

KITE  THROUGH  COOT 

A White-tailed  Kite  pair  sw.  of  the  Beauregard 
airport  (near  DeRidder)  13  Jun  OVEI,  Matt 
PontifO  was  in  the  general  area  of  interior  sw. 
Louisiana  where  there  have  been  several  oth- 


er recent  reports  of  confirmed  or  sus- 
pected breeding.  A Sharp-shinned 
Hawk  reported  from  Ozark  N.E  n.  of 
Hector,  Pope  4 Jun  was  in  appropriate 
breeding  habitat,  and  another  in  Oua- 
chita N.E  near  Ally,  Yell  18  Jun  (both 
LA)  was  on  a known  breeding  territo- 
ry; the  species  is  a scarce  and  local 
breeder  in  the  Ozark  and  Ouachita 
Mt.  region  of  Arkansas.  There  were 
three  reports  of  single  Swainson’s 
Hawks  6-12  Jun  in  Benton  (D&SB, 
MAM,  JCN  et  al),  where  the  species 
has  become  a scarce  but  increasingly 
regular  summer  resident;  the  species 
has  apparently  become  so  reliable 
across  sw.  Louisiana  that  no  reports 
were  submitted.  A Crested  Caracara 
pair  accompanied  by  an  imm.  just  w. 
of  Cameron  23  Jun  (Tina  & Jeff  Web- 
ster) provided  further  circumstantial 
evidence  that  the  species  has  become 
resident  and  is  breeding  on  the  im- 
mediate coast  of  Cameron-,  2 sw.  of 
Kaplan,  Vermilion,  LA  16  Jul  (ph. 
John  Saichuk,  Stuart  Gauthier)  were 
relatively  far  east.  American  Kestrel  is 
rare  in  summer  in  s.  Louisiana,  but 
there  were  several  reports  suggestive  of  nest- 
ing, including  a male  just  s.  of  the  Louisiana 
State  University  campus  in  Baton  Rouge,  East 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  9 Jun-r  (SWC,  DLD;  possibly 
nesting  on  nearby  high  rise 
condos/parking  structure), 
another  nearby  just  n.  of 
LSU  24  Jul  (JWH),  3 ads.  in 
the  Money  Hill  area,  St. 

Tammany  23  Jun  (MM,  GO, 

Janine  Robin,  Claire 
Thomas),  and  one  at  New 
Orleans,  Orleans,  LA  12  Jul 
(ph.  GO).  Always  an  out- 
standing find  in  Louisiana, 
a Black  Rail  found  dead 
just  s.  of  Gueydan,  Vermil- 
ion 4 Jul  (ph.  PEC,  BMM; 

*Louisiana  State  University 
Museum  of  Natural  Sci- 
ence) was  truly  amazing, 
given  the  unprecedented 
mid-summer  date  and 
slightly  inland  rice-domi- 
nated habitat.  Although 
ant-damaged,  the  specimen  was  in  good 
enough  condition  to  be  aged  and  sexed  (ad. 
male)  and  prepared  as  a study  skin;  the  impli- 
cations of  possible  breeding  are  obvious,  and 
the  matter  will  certainly  be  more  thoroughly 
investigated  during  spring  and  summer  2011. 
Generally  rare  in  Arkansas,  Purple  Gallinules 
were  detected  at  C.N.E  for  the  2nd  year  in  a 


row,  with  2 present  24  Jul  (DB).  C.N.E  also 
once  again  hosted  large  numbers  (for  the  Re- 
gion’s n.  interior)  of  Common  Moorhens, 
with  170  counted  14  Jun  (DB).  Single  Ameri- 
can Coots  at  C.EH.  12  Jun  (MAM,  JP)  and 
Alexandria,  Rapides  22  Jul  QVH)  were  likely 
attempting  to  summer. 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  TERN 

Noteworthy  on  the  n.  shore  of  L.  Pontchar- 
train, a Black-bellied  Plover  near  Madis- 
onville,  St.  Tammany  14  Jul  (MM,  GO)  was 
most  likely  an  early  migrant  rather  than  a 
summering  bird.  Two  Piping  Plovers  (alter- 
nate-plumaged  ad.  male  plus  an  apparent  ba- 
sic-plumaged  bird)  at  Chandeleur  L,  St. 
Bernard,  LA  20  Jun  (ph.  SL)  were  incredibly 
early  for  southbound  migrants  and  conceiv- 
ably could  have  summered  in  the  area;  anoth- 
er ad.  male  at  Elmer’s  L,  just  w.  of  Grand  Isle, 
Jefferson  was  also  very  early  2 Jul  (ph.  Richard 
DeMay).  Rare  inland  Pipings  were  near 
Powhatan,  Natchitoches,  LA  21  Jul  (Hubert 
Hervey,  David  Oliver)  and  at  C.N.E  24  Jul 
(ph.  DB).  Black-necked  Stilts  have  greatly  in- 
creased in  frequency  and  numbers  across  the 
Region’s  interior  over  recent  decades,  but 
large  concentrations  are  still  noteworthy  in 
Arkansas,  e.g.,  55  at  Pine  Bluff,  Lonoke  22  Jun 
(DS),  80  at  C.N.E  24  Jul  (DB),  and  200  there 
31  Jul  (DB,  KN);  some  or  all  of  these  high 
counts  likely  involve  aggregations  of  post- 


breeders or  early  fall  transients.  Probable 
summering  American  Avocets  were  unexpect- 
ed on  the  cen.  coast  in  the  Pointe  au  Per 
Headlands  area,  Tenebonne,  with  as  many  as 
55  found  15-16  Jun  (DP,  SWC  et  ah);  4 at 
C.N.E  24  Jul  (ph.  DB)  were  relatively  early 
migrants.  Spectacular  numbers  of  breeding 
Willets  were  recorded  in  the  Pointe  au  Per 


Whether  representing  rapid  range  expansion  or  lack  of  coverage,  or  both,  new  Cave 
Swallow  breeding  sites  are  being  discovered  in  southwestern  Louisiana  with  increas- 
ing frequency.  This  summer,  dozens  of  individuals,  including  recently  fledged  juve- 
niles such  as  this  bird  (on  right;  juvenile  Cliff  Swallow  on  left)  on  20  June  201 0,  were 
scattered  among  at  least  five  mixed-species  colonies  (including  Barn  and  Cliff  Swal- 
low) at  bridges  south  of  Gueydan,  Vermilion  Parish.  Photograph  by  Paul  E.  Conover. 
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Headlands  area  15-16  Jun,  with  about  800 
ads.  along  a 30-km  stretch  of  remote  beach 
(SWC,  DP,  BMM  et  al.);  2 inland  at  South 
Farm  28  Jun  (ph.  BL)  were,  presumably,  re- 
markably early  southbound  migrants  and 
possibly  represented  the  first  occurrence  for 
Iberville.  A Marbled  Godwit  at  C.N.E  31  Jul 
(DB,  KN)  provided  just  the  5th  Arkansas  oc- 
currence of  this  scarce  inland  fall  migrant 
from  the  month  of  Jul.  Long-billed  Curlews 
are  rare  on  the  cen.  and  se.  coast,  so  singles  at 
Pointe  au  Fer  Headlands  15  Jun  (DP)  and  w. 
of  Belle  Pass,  near  Port  Fourchon,  Lafourche 
15  Jul  (SWC,  ph.  DLD)  were  noteworthy. 
Sanderling  is  another  species  seldom  detected 
inland,  but  no  fewer  than  12  relatively  early 
migrants  were  reported  21-31  Jul  from  Desha, 
Lonoke,  and  Prairie  (K6irLN,  DB).  Dunlins  are 
rare  mid-J un-mid-Sep,  and  those  found  dur- 
ing this  period  are  usually  considered  sum- 
mering birds;  several  were  encountered  this 
season,  including  2 at  Port  Fourchon  9 Jul 
(SWC),  and  one  w.  of  Belle  Pass  15  Jul  (SWC, 
DLD).  Four  relatively  early  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  were  spotted  at  Fayetteville, 
Washington,  AR  31  Jul  (MAM),  and  a Wilson’s 
Phalarope  at  Grand  Isle  9 Jul  (ph.  EIJ,  Kevin 
Leigh,  SL)  was  one  of  the  earliest  ever  fall  oc- 
currences for  the  Region. 

Two  Ring-billed  Gulls,  both  ads.  and  both 
capable  of  flight,  at  L.  Dardenelle,  Pope/Yell  3 
Jul  (KN)  were  considered  extremely  early  mi- 
grants; apparently,  there  are  no  previous 
Arkansas  occurrences  between  1 Jun  and  mid- 
to  late  Jul.  A Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  Hol- 
ly Beach  7 Jul  (ph.  EIJ)  added  to  the  relatively 
few  summer  occurrences  and  was,  atypically 
for  summering  birds,  in  nearly  ad.  plumage. 
Also  intriguing  was  a different  full  ad.  “proba- 
ble” Lesser  Black-backed  at  Holly  Beach  23  Jul 
(ph.  JVH);  unfortunately,  leg  color  and  certain 
other  details  could  not  be  determined  from 
the  photographs.  A Gull-billed  Tern  at  Big 
Branch  N.W.R.,  St.  Tammany  28  Jul  (GO,  MM, 
TT,  Pattie  McGinnis)  provided  one  of  very  few 
occurrences  for  the  n.  shore  of  L.  Pontchar- 
train;  the  species’  scarcity  there  is  surprising, 
considering  that  numbers  have  been  known  to 
nest  across  the  lake  in  the  Metairie-New  Or- 
leans area.  Rare  for  nw.  Arkansas,  and  also 
very  early  for  a fall  transient,  was  a Least  Tern 
at  C.EH.  16  Jul  OP,  mam). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWING 

Inca  Doves  continue  to  probe  northward  and 
eastward  beyond  the  established  distribution; 
this  summer,  unusually  northerly  singles 
turned  up  at  Scottsville,  Pope  10  Jun  (LA)  and 
at  Pangburn,  White,  AR  26  Jul  (Terry  Butler). 
Incredible  numbers  of  breeding  Common 
Nighthawks  were  found  on  the  remote  Pointe 


au  Per  Headlands  15-16  Jun,  with  close  to 
700  ads.  along  30  km  of  beach  habitat  (SWC, 
DP  et  al.).  A Least  Plycatcher  at  Payetteville 
31  Jul  (MAM)  was  considered  relatively  early 
for  nw.  Arkansas.  Seeming  a bit  out  of  place  in 
a barrier  island  salt  marsh,  a Tropical/Couch’s 
Kingbird  just  e.  of  the  mouth  of  Oyster  Bayou 
spiced  things  up  during  Wilson’s  Plover  sur- 
veys in  the  Pointe  au  Per  Headlands  area  15 
Jun  (SWC);  unfortunately,  species  could  not 
be  confirmed.  A Western  Kingbird  at  Newark, 
Independence  6 Jun  (K&LN)  was  well  ne.  of 
normal  for  Arkansas  and  possibly  indicative 
of  a breeding  range  extension.  A Bank  Swal- 
low sw.  of  Gueydan  4 Jul  (PEC,  BMM)  was 
apparently  record  early  for  Louisiana,  and  one 
at  C.EH.  16  Jul  (MAM)  was  very  early  for  nw. 
Arkansas.  A juv.  Cave  Swallow  at  Millwood 
L.,  Little  River  29  Jul  (ph.  Charles  Mills)  was 
Arkansas’s  4th  (all  found  at  Millwood);  local 
breeding  is  suspected,  but  the  date  is  also 
from  late  enough  in  the  summer  that  the  oc- 
currence could  pertain  to  a long-distance  dis- 
perser or  transient.  After  apparent  family 
groups  of  Cave  Swallows  were  encountered 
last  summer  in  Vermilion,  more  intensive 
searching  resumed  in  2010  and  resulted  in  the 
discovery  of  several  active  nesting  colonies  at 
bridges  just  s.  of  Gueydan,  with  as  many  as  35 
individuals  (including  numbers  of  recently 
fledged  juvs.)  among  a cluster  of  five  sites  5 
Jun-3  Aug  (ph.  PEC). 

A Bewick’s  Wren  on  the  Centerton  B.B.S. 
route,  Benton  6 Jun  (D&SB)  provided  more 
circumstantial  evidence  of  a continued  breed- 
ing presence  in  nw.  Arkansas.  Single  Gray 
Catbirds  at  Baton  Rouge  4 & 7 Jun  (Brian  J. 
O’Shea)  and  at  Breaux  Bridge,  St.  Martin  3 Jul 
(Gary  Broussard),  and  a pair  in  extreme  ne. 
Cameron  4 Jul  (BMM,  PEC),  hinted  at  a con- 
tinued breeding  range  expansion  across  s. 
Louisiana.  A juv.  Northern  Mockingbird  on 
East  Grand  Terre  I.  1 Jun  (ph.  Dave  Patton) 
provided  an  interesting  early  summer  disper- 
sal point;  the  nearest  breeders  are  just  to  the 
w.  at  the  w.  end  of  Grand  Terre  1.  and  on 
Grand  Isle.  At  least  one  pair  of  Cedar 
Waxwings  frequented  the  vicinity  of  L.  Fayet- 
teville through  the  period,  with  juvs.  noted  by 
5 Aug,  suggesting  successful  breeding  there 
for  this  rare  summer  resident;  elsewhere  in 
nw.  Arkansas,  5 were  at  C.EH.  2 Jul,  and  one 
was  at  Woolsey  Wet  Prairie  near  Fayetteville 
18  Jul  (all  MAM,JP). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A singing  Nashville  Warbler  at  Fayetteville  7 
Jun  (MAM)  was  presumably  a very  late  spring 
transient;  there  are  few  previous  Jun  occur- 
rences for  Arkansas.  Also  relatively  late  was  a 
male  Yellow  Warbler  at  C.EH.  3 Jun  (MAM, 


JP).  A Black-throated  Green  Warbler  near 
Bluffton,  Yell  18  jun  (LA)  was  assumed  to  be 
nesting  in  the  area;  the  species  is  a rare  sum- 
mer resident  in  the  nw.  Arkansas  highlands, 
but  breeding  s.  into  the  Ouachita  Mts.  was 
confirmed  only  within  the  past  decade.  Lark 
Sparrows  in  the  Payetteville  area  2 (MAM,  JP) 
& 24  Jul  (MAM)  were  considered  very  early 
transients,  as  the  species  is  not  known  to 
breed  locally.  A White-throated  Sparrow  at 
Benton,  Saline  9 Jun  (ph.  DB,  Brad  Miller) 
represented  about  the  9th  summer  occur- 
rence for  Arkansas. 

A thorough  survey  of  Painted  Buntings 
over  about  13  km^  at  C.N.E  13  Jun  (DB) 
amassed  44  individuals,  which  may  represent 
an  all-time  high  count  for  Arkansas.  A territo- 
rial male  Boat-tailed  Grackle,  back  in  s.  Baton 
Rouge  for  a 2nd  summer  and  accompanied  by 
2 females,  was  last  observed  13  Jul  (SWC, 
DLD).  Two  nesting  pairs  of  Great-tailed 
Grackles  at  Shreveport,  Caddo  6 Jun  (ph.  Jeff 
Trahan,  Jean  Trahan)  added  to  the  handful  of 
previous  confirmed  breeding  occurrences  for 
nw.  Louisiana;  a short-tailed  juv.  near  Gentry, 
Benton  12  Jun  (JCN  et  al.)  was  at  the  same  lo- 
cation where  nest-building  was  observed  in 
Apr  2009  and  provided  an  approximate  fledg- 
ing date  for  the  nw.  Arkansas  population. 
Bronzed  Cowbirds  continue  to  be  reported 
with  increasing  frequency  n.  of  L.  Pontchar- 
train;  this  summer,  3 were  found  in  St.  Tam- 
many 8 Jul  (ph.  MM,  GO,  Nancy  Hoffman), 
and  another  was  in  a separate  location  14  Jul 
(MM,  GO,  TT).  Another  Bronzed  Cowbird  on 
the  middle  Chaland  Headlands,  Plaquemines 
24  Jun  (SWC)  further  hinted  at  a breeding 
presence  on  barrier  islands  e.  of  Grand  Isle.  A 
Baltimore  Oriole  s.  of  Arnaudville,  St.  Martin 
14  Jun  (Bill  Pontenot)  was  at  the  s.  extreme  of 
the  species’  breeding  distribution  in 
Louisiana.  Two  male  American  Goldfinches  at 
Simsboro,  Lincoln  7 Jun  (ph.  Penny  Frasier 
Colvin,  Matt  Pardue)  were  either  incredibly 
late  or  possibly  breeding  in  the  area. 
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1.  Johnson,  Brennan  Landry,  Steve  Liptay, 
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An  early  breeding  season  was  reported 
from  Iqaluit,  Nunavut,  and  that  was 
likely  the  case  in  western  parts  of  the 
Region  as  well.  Many  areas  of  Northwest  Ter- 
ritories experienced  water  levels  that  were 
well  below  normal.  Nunavut  reported  one 
new  species  for  their  checklist,  while  North- 
west Territories  added  two,  including  the 
hands-down  bird  of  the  season.  The  North 
has  a dedicated  network  of  birders,  many 
from  very  remote  areas,  who  generously  share 
their  observations.  Our  knowledge  of  the 
birdlife  of  Arviat,  Nunavut  has  been  greatly 
improved  over  the  years  by  the  many  inter- 
esting sightings  and  photographs  submitted 
by  Lynne  Rollin  and  Nadine  Lamoureux — 
and  so  we  will  miss  them  but  wish  them  all 
the  best  as  they  head  south  to  new  pursuits. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

Early  broods  of  Canada  Geese  in  Sahtu  region, 
NWT  were  noted  at  Norman  Wells  13  Jun 
(AV)  and  Bosworth  Cr.  15  Jun  (GGu).  The 


Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  sewage  ponds 
are  known  to  host  high  numbers  of 
ducks  in  fall,  but  there  have  been 
few  summer  counts;  surveys  there 
this  season  recorded  some  notewor- 
thy totals,  including  145  Gadwalls 
10  Jun  (DY),  400  Northern  Shovel- 
ers  22  Jun  (HG,  DY,  IW),  and  77 
Ruddy  Ducks  28  Jul  (BD,  HG).  A 
total  of  330  American  Wigeons  was 
recorded  at  Coot  L.,  8 km  s.  of  Fel- 
ly Crossing,  s.  Yukon  18  Jun  (AS). 
A male  Cinnamon  Teal  at  Albert  Cr. 
1 Jun  (ph.  SDr,  JJ)  provided  a rare 
record  for  se.  Yukon;  another  was  at 
the  Whitehorse  sewage  ponds  2 Jun 
(DY).  A concentration  of  sea  ducks 
along  the  floe  ice  at  Herschel  I.,  n.  Yukon  pro- 
duced high  counts  of  65  King  Eiders  16  Jun, 
250  Common  Eiders  15  Jun,  400  Surf  Scoters 
20  Jun,  and  800  White-winged  Scoters  15  Jun 
(CE).  A female  Harlequin  Duck  with  brood  of 
6 young  was  seen  on  a small  alpine  lake  in  the 
Frost  Creek  Valley,  Nahanni  N.F,  NWT  25  Jul 
(ph.  DT,  MS).  Black  Scoter  reports  included  8 
males  at  Bathurst  Inlet,  NU  6 Jul  (PB,  BM),  a 
female  with  200  Buffleheads  at  Chan  Lake  Ter- 
ritorial Park,  NWT  11  Jul  (MD,  BM),  and  a 
male  at  Chapman  L.  in  cen.  Yukon  11-16  Jun 
(ph.  CC;  AS).  Rare  at  Arviat,  NU  were  a Com- 
mon Goldeneye  and  3 Common  Mergansers 
among  a host  of  waterfowl  there  6 Jun  (NaL, 
ph.  LR). 

A White-tailed  Ptarmigan  hen  with  at  least 
4 chicks  was  at  the  Cirque  of  the  Un- 
climbables,  Nahanni  N.P.,  NWT  19  Jun  (ph. 
DT).  A pair  of  Red-throated  Loons  was  on 
Glacier  L,  Nahanni  N.P.  17  Jul  (ph.  DT,  MS), 
and  a single  was  on  the  Great  Bear  R.,  NWT 
27  Jun  (DW).  Up  to  10  Red-throated  Loons, 
including  at  least  two  and  possibly  four  nest- 
ing pairs,  were  present  on  Marcil  L.,  Arctic 
Bay,  NU  10  Jun-30  Jul;  the  first  chicks  were 


seen  29  Jul  (CK).  Two  Pacific  Loons,  n.  of 
their  normal  breeding  range,  first  seen  at  Mar- 
cil L.  2 Jul,  were  subsequently  found  nesting 
6 Jul;  unfortunately,  the  eggs  did  not  hatch 
(ph.  CK).  An  ad.  Yellow-billed  Loon,  casual  in 
cen.  Yukon,  was  at  Tombstone  Territorial  Park 
26-27  Jul  (CC;  ph.  SC);  and  3 were  at  Glad- 
man  Pt.,  King  William  L,  NWT  3 Jul  (LA,  RB, 
JHo).  An  ad.  Eared  Grebe,  casual  in  s.  Yukon, 
was  at  the  Whitehorse  sewage  ponds  22  Jun 
(HG,  IW,  DY).  Double-crested  Cormorant  is 
just  beyond  the  outer  reaches  of  its  breeding 
range  in  sw.  Yukon;  one  was  at  Pine  L.  7 Jun 
(DD).  Four  large  white  birds  dying  overhead 
e.  of  Rancheria  Falls,  se.  Yukon  28  Jul  ap- 
peared to  be  Great  Egrets  (JK,  MK);  unfortu- 
nately the  brevity  of  the  sighting  meant  that 
photographs  could  not  be  obtained. 

Up  to  5 imm.  Bald  Eagles  were  present  on 
the  Mara  R.  and  Burnside  R.  deltas  in  Bathurst 
Inlet,  NU  late  Jun-10  Jul  (PB,  BM).  A very 
pale  ad.  light-morph  Harlan’s  Hawk  was  seen 
near  Hay  River,  NWT  30  Jul  (ph.  GV).  A 
ground-based  raptor  survey  from  Pauline 
Cove,  Herschel  L,  n.  Yukon  19  Jun  recorded 
four  Rough-legged  Hawk  nests  (ph.  CE,  JHa, 
EM);  unfortunately,  coastal  erosion  saw  all 
but  one  slide  into  the  sea  as  the  summer  pro- 
gressed QHa,  EM).  A complete  Peregrine  Fal- 
con raptor  survey  at  Herschel  1.  19  Jun 
recorded  five  nests  (EM,  DM).  A trip  to 
Adam’s  Sound,  NU  31  Jul  recorded  6 Rough- 
legged Hawks  and  2 Peregrine  Falcons  (CK). 
A Golden  Eagle  nest  was  discovered  in  Prairie 
Creek  Canyon,  NWT  17  Jun  (RPi,  MS).  A Vir- 
ginia Rail,  rare  in  Northwest  Territories,  was 
heard  calling  along  the  Ingraham  Trail,  20  km 
w.  of  Yellowknife  4 Jul  (MD,  BM).  Two  Soras, 
a species  only  first  recorded  in  Nunavut  in 
2009,  were  heard  at  Charlton  I.  in  s.  James 
Bay  26  Jun  (AG,  GGr).  Two  Sandhill  Crane 
nests  were  found  on  Herschel  L,  n.  Yukon  19 
Jun  (ph.  CE,JHa,  EM). 


While  Common  Ringed  Plover  is  a rarity  for  many  North  American  birders,  it  is  a familiar  breeder  in  parts  of  the  Eastern  Canadian  Arctic.  This  adult  and  nest  were  discovered  at  Victor  Bay, 
Nunavut  13  July  2010.  Photographs  by  Clare  Kines. 
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Eggs  in  a Common  Ringed  Plover  nest 
found  at  Victor  Bay,  NU  13  Jul  had  hatched  by 
17  Jul  (ph.  CK).  An  ad.  Greater  Yellowlegs 
with  2 young  seen  near  Teslin  5 Jul  (TH,  JJ) 
provided  the  Yukon’s  2nd  only  confirmed 
breeding  record.  A pair  of  Wandering  Tat- 
tlers with  3 downy  young  at  Frost  Creek  21 
Jul  (ph.  DT,  MS)  established  Northwest  Terri- 
tories’ first  confirmed  breeding  record  for  this 
species;  another  tattler  acting  territorial  was 
seen  about  1 km  away  25  Jul  (DT,  MS).  Six 
Upland  Sandpipers  were  counted  at  the  Ft. 
Simpson  airport,  NWT  7 Jul  (DT,  MH).  Two 
Red  Knots  trailing  satellite  antennas  were 
photographed  in  flight  at  Marcil  L.,  NU  24 
Jun  (ph.  CK).  It  seems  quite  plausible  that  3 
Whimbrels  seen  at  Watson  Lake,  se.  Yukon  4- 
5 Jun  OJ)  were  the  same  3 that  appeared  the 
following  day  at  Mayo,  cen.  Yukon  (MOD). 
Nesting  shorebirds  at  Marcil  L.,  NU  included 
2 ad.  Baird’s  Sandpipers  at  a nest  with  four 
eggs  21  Jun  and  a chick  18  Jul  (ph.  CK,  HK, 
TK);  and  a pair  of  agitated  Pectoral  Sand- 
pipers with  2 well-grown  chicks  31  Jul  (ph. 
CK).  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  observations 
are  becoming  more  noteworthy,  as  concern 
for  their  populations  increases;  Canadian 
Wildlife  Service  surveys  at  Gladman  Pt.,  King 
William  I.,  NWT  recorded  a high  count  of  14 
on  27  Jun  (RB,  JHo).  A juv.  Wilson’s 
Phalarope,  scarce  in  Northwest  Territories, 
was  seen  at  Hay  River  18  Jul  (ph.  GV). 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  ad.  Glaucous-winged  Gull  provided  a first 
local  record  for  Mayo,  cen.  Yukon  10  Jun  (ph. 
BS);  another  ad.  was  seen  in  Whitehorse,  s. 
Yukon  14  Jun  (AS);  and  an  ad.  seen  at  Her- 
schel  I.,  n.  Yukon  15-18  Jun  had  returned  for 
its  6th  consecutive  summer  (ph.  CE).  A Little 
Gull,  rare  in  the  Region,  was  reported  from 
Charlton  L,  NU  26  Jun  (AG,  GGr).  A juv. 
Bonaparte  Gull’s  stay  at  Pauline  Cove,  Her- 
schel  1.  21-26  Jul  ended  when  it  was  snatched 
up  by  a Peregrine  Falcon  (ph.  JHa,  EM).  Two 
ad.  Sabine’s  Gulls,  an  exciting  find  in  the  sleet 
and  rain  at  Arviat,  NU  6 Jun  (NaL,  ph.  LR), 
provided  a first  local  record.  At  least  6 Black 
Terns  were  seen  flying  over  a marsh  at  km  383 
of  the  Mackenzie  Hwy.,  NWT  7 Jul  (ph.  DT, 
MH).  Nonbreeding  Pomarine  Jaegers,  about 
15-26  per  day,  spent  much  of  Jul  depredating 
Common  Eider  nests  and  likely  caused  the 
complete  failure  of  a nesting  colony  of  400 
pairs  of  Arctic  Terns  on  a small  island  in 
Nunavut’s  High  Arctic  (JBo,  KB,  MM,  TN).  A 
Parasitic  Jaeger  nest  with  two  eggs  established 
a rare  breeding  record  for  Herschel  L,  n. 
Yukon  19  Jun  (ph.  CE,  JHa,  EM). 

The  incursion  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
in  s.  Yukon  that  began  in  spring  continued. 


While  American  Goldfinch  has  been  reported  in  Northwest  Territories  once  before, 
this  photograph  taken  at  Fort  Simpson  30  June  201 0 constitutes  the  territories'  first 
well-documented  record.  Photograph  by  Douglas  Tate. 


with  singles  at  Haines  Junc- 
tion 8 Jun  (ph.  NA),  White- 
horse 16  Jun  (ph.  CO),  Wat- 
son Lake  20  Jun  (ph.  JS),  and 
Upper  Liard  25  Jun  (ph. 

LO).  Mourning  Dove  is  no 
longer  the  default  rare  dove, 
and  all  individuals  should  be 
closely  scrutinized;  one 
Mourning  was  at  Watson 
Lake,  se.  Yukon  14  Jul  (]J). 

Common  Nighthawk  reports 
from  Northwest  Territories 
included  singles  on  3 Jun 
and  28  Jul  near  Ft.  Simpson 
(DT;  NiL)  and  one  at  km  383 
of  the  Mackenzie  Hwy.  7 Jul 
(DT).  At  least  2 nighthawks 
were  performing  evening 
displays  21  & 22  Jun  in 
Deadmen  Valley  (DT).  A fe- 
male Rufous  Hummingbird, 
rare  in  s.  Yukon,  was  at  the 
Watson  R.  1 Jul  (ph.  JL,  TL). 

Erosion  along  the  Mackenzie 
R.,  NWT  destroyed  several 
Bank  Swallow  colonies, 
though  one  with  50  birds  was  seen  at  Bluefish 
Cr.  in  Jun  (DW).  A Pacific  Wren,  identified  by 
song  from  a recording,  was  at  Brook’s  Brook,  s. 
Yukon  16  Jun  (vr.  TH,  JJ).  Two  Marsh  Wrens 
were  at  km  383  of  the  Mackenzie  Hwy,  NWT 
7 Jul  (DT),  and  one  was  seen  near  Hay  River, 
NWT  18  Jul  (GV). 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  is  a bit  of  an  enig- 
ma at  the  n.  edge  of  its  range;  surveys  near 
Teslin  s.  Yukon  recorded  clusters  of  20  on  11 
Jun  and  8 on  28  Jim  (TH,  JJ);  8 were  record- 
ed on  the  Mayo,  cen.  Yukon  B.B.S.  route  10 
Jun  (MOD);  and  singles  were  seen  farther  n. 
at  Gravel  L.  and  the  Tintina  Trench  lookout 
18  Jun  (AS).  A total  of  10  Dusky  Flycatchers 
was  tallied  at  Gray  Mt.,  s.  Yukon  5 Jun  (AS), 
and  8 were  recorded  on  the  Mount  McIntyre, 
s.  Yukon  B.B.S.  route  10  Jun  (CE).  A Western 
Kingbird,  the  Yukon’s  3rd,  was  at  McIntyre 
Cr.  in  Whitehorse  16  Jun  (ph.  MB).  An  East- 
ern Kingbird,  a rare  wanderer  to  the  Region, 
was  at  Iqaluit,  NU  18  Jul  (ph.  RN,  FB).  A trip 
to  Charlton  L,  the  southernmost  point  in 
Nunavut,  produced  a number  of  species  at  the 
n.  edge  of  their  range,  including  single 
Philadelphia  and  Red-eyed  Vireos  on  29  & 25 
Jun,  respectively  (AG,  GGr).  The  expansion 
of  American  Crows  across  s.  Yukon  reached 
Haines  Junction  in  the  sw,  with  one  seen 
there  6 Jun  (RC,  SDa).  The  first  breeding 
record  of  American  Crow  for  the  Sahtu  re- 
gion, NWT  was  furnished  by  a pair  that  nest- 
ed in  Norman  Wells  this  season  (RPo). 

Wright  Pass  at  the  Yukon/Northwest  Terri- 


tories border  along  the  Dempster  Hwy.  is  one 
of  the  most  accessible  North  American  loca- 
tions for  breeding  Northern  Wheatear;  2 were 
seen  there  11  Jun  (AS).  However,  if  you  want 
to  see  large  numbers  of  wheatears,  then 
Iqaluit,  NU  is  the  place  to  be:  this  season,  they 
were  about  50%  more  abundant  there  than  in 
any  of  the  previous  three  years,  and  45  nests 
sites  were  found  within  6 km  of  the  town  cen- 
ter. The  first  fledged  young  were  seen  1 Jul, 
and  at  least  3 females  attempted  to  raise  2nd 
broods  (DH  et  al).  It  was  a case  of  "build  it 
and  they  will  come”  for  a pair  of  Mountain 
Bluebirds  that  claimed  a nest  box  26  Jun  at 
Henderson’s  Corner,  cen.  Yukon,  at  the  outer 
margin  of  the  species’  range  (ficle  CC).  A bril- 
liant male  Eastern  Yellow  Wagtail  touched 
down  at  Pauline  Cove  on  Herschel  L,  n. 
Yukon  17  Jun  (ph.  CE);  another  was  seen  at 
Shingle  Pt.,  n.  Yukon  12  Jul  (GP,  BS). 

Reports  of  Cape  May  Warbler  from  s. 
Yukon  included  3 at  Albert  Cr.  2 Jun  (JJ  et  al.) 
and  one  at  L.  Laberge  15  Jun  (BL,  AS).  A 
hatch-year  Bay-breasted  Warbler  was  banded 
at  Albert  Cr.,  se.  Yukon  28  Jul  (ph.  JJ).  An 
Ovenbird  singing  at  the  Mush  Lake  Rd.,  sw. 
Yukon  20  Jun  (SDa)  was  well  w.  of  the  species’ 
typical  range.  A Clay-colored  Sparrow,  casual 
in  s.  Yukon,  was  banded  at  Albert  Cr.  1 Jun 
(ph.  JJ,  TMK).  Savannah  and  Golden- 
crowned  Sparrows  were  the  most  common 
two  bird  species  in  the  alpine  and  subalpine 
habitats  of  Frost  Creek,  NWT  21-26  Jul  (DT, 
MS).  Two  successful  breeding  pairs  of  White- 
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crowned  Sparrows  feeding  fledglings  at 
Iqaluit,  NU  8 & 28  Jul  (ph.  DH  et  al.)  likely 
provided  the  first  confirmed  breeding  records 
for  Baffin  Island.  Observations  of  Smith’s 
Longspur,  a highlight  of  any  trip  to  the  North, 
included  4 singing  below  Surfbird  Mt.  in 
Tombstone  Territorial  Park,  cen.  Yukon  10 
Jun  (AS)  and  2 there  16  Jun  (TM);  a high 
count  of  10  came  from  Sheep  Cr.,  Iwavik 
N.R,  n.  Yukon  22  Jun  (fide  LN). 

A male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  just  beyond 
the  w,  edge  of  its  range,  was  singing  at  Albert 
Cr.,  se.  Yukon  4 Jun  (ph.  JJ).  A male  Blue  Gros- 
beak, a remarkable  and  unexpected  first  for  the 
Northwest  Territories,  was  well  documented  in 
Inuvik  in  mid-Jul  (RBL,  ph.  RAL,  HL).  Brown- 
headed Cowbird  is  known  as  a wanderer  and 
opportunistic  breeder  in  the  North;  one  was  at 
Arviat,  NU  17  Jun  (NaL,  LR).  Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finch  reports,  both  from  Northwest  Ter- 


ritories, included  2 at  the  Cirque  of  the  Un- 
climbables  20  Jul  (MS,  ML,  DT,  JBy)  and  4 at 
the  headwaters  of  Frost  Cr.  25  Jul  (ph.  DT).  A 
male  House  Finch,  a species  not  previously  re- 
ported from  Nunavut,  was  seen  at  Rankin  Inlet 
27  Jul  (BZ).  An  ad.  female  American  Gold- 
finch, a first  for  Northwest  Territories,  ap- 
peared at  a Ft.  Simpson  feeder  30  Jun  (ph.  DT). 
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Prairie  Provinces 


Rucjolf  F.  Koes 
Peter  Taylor 


Across  the  south  of  Saskatchewan  and 
Manitoba,  copious  amounts  of  rain, 
coupled  with  heavy  winds,  created 
widespread  flooding  and  road  closures  and 
ensured  a bumper  crop  of  mosquitoes.  Many 
early  breeders  apparently  abandoned  or  lost 
their  nests,  but  numerous  late  broods  of  wa- 
terbirds,  especially  Eared  Grebes,  American 
Coots,  and  several  duck  species,  indicated 
much  re-nesting.  On  the  plus  side,  some 
nearly  dry  large  bodies  of  water,  such  as  Reed 
Lake  in  Saskatchewan,  were  re-filled.  South- 
ern Alberta  had  normal  rainfall  after  a wet 
early  June;  lakes  and  ponds  were  teeming 
with  large  waterfowl  broods.  The  northern 
half  of  the  Region  remained  very  dry  until  late 
in  the  season.  Nevertheless,  nesting  success 
amongst  shorebirds  at  Churchill,  Manitoba 
was  the  best  in  three  years. 


The  first  field  season  of  the  Manitoba 
Breeding  Bird  Atlas  unearthed  first  provincial 
breeding  records  of  Western  Tanager  and 
Black-headed  Grosbeak,  plus  many  breeding 
range  extensions.  An  otherwise  unexciting 
season  in  Saskatchewan  yielded  two  spectac- 
ular rarities  in  the  form  of  Magnificent 
Erigatebird  and  Bar-tailed  Godwit,  both  fortu- 
nately photographed. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GULLS 

Two  Trumpeter  Swans  with  5 cygnets  at 
Blackduck  L.  on  the  McPhail  R.  22  Jun  (VG) 
furnished  the  2nd  breeding  record  for  e.  Man- 
itoba. A pair  of  Tundra  Swans  with  2 cygnets 
at  Waskaiowaka  L.,  MB  16  Jul  was  about  200 
km  s.  of  the  species’  known  breeding  range 
(RK,  RS).  Two  Wood  Ducks  at  Churchill,  MB 
3 Jun  were  far  north  (BC  et  al).  A Harlequin 
Duck  at  Calgary,  AB  2 6a:  6 Jul  was  out  of  sea- 
son (MP,  LB).  Also  of  note  were  2 apparent 
Common  Goldeneye  x Bufflehead  hybrids  at 
Fish  Creek  EE,  AB  24  Jul  (TK)  and  an  out-of- 
season  Red-breasted  Merganser  s.  of  Calgary 
22Jun-17Jul  (TK). 


The  bird  of  the  season  was  a female  Mag- 
nificent Frigatebird  photographed  at  Fishing 
L.,  SK  20  Jul.  O&RS)-  h was  seen  harassing 
fishermen,  which  must  have  been  an  unnerv- 
ing experience.  Subsequent  searches  of  the 
area  came  up  blank,  but  there  was  an  uncon- 
firmed report  of  a frigatebird,  likely  the  same 
individual,  at  Last  Mountain  L.,  SK  4 Sep 
(G&RT).  A Great  Egret  near  Piapot,  SK  15 
Jun  0J>  JN)  and  3 White-faced  Ibis  in  the 
Souris  R.  valley  at  Coulter,  MB  30  Jul  (KH) 
were  the  only  waders  of  note  outside  of  the 
usual  locations  of  recent  years. 

A Common  Moorhen  seen  by  visiting  bird- 
ers near  Blackie,  AB  11  Jul  would  be  a first  for 
the  province,  if  accepted  (G&SE,  M63:SW). 
The  Morse,  SK  area  hosted  450  Black-bellied 
Plovers  3 Jun  QP)-  An  Upland  Sandpiper  at 
Thompson,  MB  10  Jul  appeared  to  be  on  ter- 
ritory, several  hundred  km  farther  n.  than  ex- 
pected (RK,  RS).  A Bar-tailed  Godwit,  appar- 
ently of  the  nominate  subspecies,  was  well 
seen  and  photographed  at  Luck  L.  9-12  Jun, 
providing  Saskatchewan  with  its  2nd  record 
(TH,  m.ob.).  A Purple  Sandpiper  at  Churchill 


^ A Manitoba  birders  have  previously  found  that  Yellow  Rails  move  from  place  to  place  within  large  wetlands  with  shift- 
3/liing  water  levels,  or  sometimes  abandon  traditional  areas  when  water  levels  are  high  and  occupy  temporary  wetlands 
opportunistically.  The  combination  of  an  exceedingly  wet  summer  and  increased  observer  effort  for  the  Breeding  Bird  Atlas 
revealed  Yellow  Rails  in  many  wet  meadows  and  pastures  across  s.  Manitoba  this  summer,  even  within  Winnipeg  city  limits. 
It  is  perhaps  not  generally  realized  that  Yellow  Rails  call  quite  frequently  in  daylight  hours,  and  many  were  found  during  the 
course  of  normal  atlasing  activities,  or  by  the  simple  expedient  of  a quick  stop  at  a likely  looking  wet  field.  No  comparable 
movements  were  noted  in  Saskatchewan  or  Alberta. 
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Discovered  and  photographed  by  non-birders  at  Fishing  Lake,  Saskatchewan  on 
20  July  2010,  this  female  Magnificent  Frigatebird  was  a first  for  the  Prairie 
Provinces.  Unfortunately,  it  did  not  linger,  though  there  was  an  unconfirmed  re- 
port of  a frigatebird  elsewhere  in  the  province  in  early  September.  Photograph 
byj.  and  R.  Simpson. 


i 

§ 

Although  a nest  was  never  found,  this  male  Lazuli  Bunting  remained  on 
territory  near  Lyleton,  Manitoba  for  much  of  the  summer  of  2010  (here 
30  July);  the  species  is  rare  so  far  east  In  the  Prairie  Provinces  region. 
Photograph  by  Christian  Artuso. 


was  a spring  rarity  12-13  Jun  (BDL,  CC  et  al). 
Sabine’s  Gulls  had  a good  early  Jun  flight  at 
Churchill,  peaking  at  48  on  the  5th  (m.ob.), 
while  2 were  at  Luck  L.  10  Jun  (BL,  SW).  A 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  nest  was  found  near  Richer 
in  se.  Manitoba,  some  200  km  s.  of  the  known 
breeding  range  (VR).  A California  Gull  at 


Churcbill  11-12  Jun  was  rare 
(BDL  et  al.),  while  up  to  55  at 
Whitewater  L.,  MB  in  Jun/Jul 
may  have  been  mostly  failed 
breeders,  though  some  were 
subads.  (AW,  RP,  m.ob.).  A 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at 
Churchill  13  Jun  (BC)  and  a 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  at 
Grand  Rapids,  MB  6 Jun  (KE  et 
al.)  were  also  rare. 

DOVES  THROUGH 
BUNTINGS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
turned  up  at  eight  or  more  lo- 
cations across  s.  Manitoba 
(m.ob.),  and  they  now  seem  to 
occupy  nearly  every  human 
settlement  in  s.  Alberta  (TK). 
Black-billed  Cuckoos  were 
spottily  distributed,  with  9 on 
the  Willowbrook,  SK  B.B.S. 
route  13  Jul  and  4 at  Avonlea, 
SK  10  Jun  (both  GK);  Proulx  L. 
was  a hot  spot  in  cen.  Manito- 
ba, with  a morning  count  of  14 
birds  5 Jul  (PT).  Common  Poorwill 
had  not  been  reported  recently  at  the 
Cypress  Hills,  but  birds  were  noted  at 
numerous  locations  between  Elkwa- 
ter,  AB  and  tbe  Saskatchewan  border 
12  Jun+  {fide  YA).  Single  Lewis’s 
Woodpeckers  at  Kleefeld  7 Jun 
(C&LP)  and  at  Steeprock  30  Jun-1 
Jul  (RS,  DS)  furnished  Manitoba’s 
first  sightings  since  2 singles  in  Jun 
1992.  Westerly  Red-headed  Wood- 
peckers were  found  near  Herbert  QP) 
and  Val  Marie,  SK  (DW),  both  3 Jun, 
and  near  Bassano,  AB  9 Jun  (MR).  A 
Northern  Flicker  near  North  Shoal 
L.,  MB  2 Jun  was  either  a Red-shaft- 
ed or  a hybrid  (KG). 

Eastern  Kingbird  sightings  at 
Churchill  11  & 16  Jun  may  have  in- 
volved the  same  bird  (BDL  et  al.;  JLn 
et  al.).  A Red-eyed  Vireo  at 
Waskaiowaka  L.  13  Jul  was  at  the  n. 
edge  of  the  species’  range  (RK,  RS). 
Sedge  Wren  numbers  were  extremely 
high  in  s.  Manitoba  due  to  the  lush 
conditions  (m.ob.),  while  small 
groups  of  singing  Marsh  Wrens  were 
farther  n.  than  expected  at  Katimik  L.  and 
Kaweenakumik  L.,  MB  20  Jun  (PT).  A North- 
ern Wheatear  was  a good  hnd  at  Churchill  16 
Jun  (JL).  Northern  Mockingbirds  were  noted 
at  Cold  L.,  AB  8 Jun  (TH),  Syncrude,  AB  in 
late  Jun  (BJ),  and  at  least  five  localities  across 
s.  Manitoba  (m.ob.).  In  Manitoba,  Orange- 


crowned  Warblers  have  an  unusual  distribu- 
tion that  includes  several  sandhill  regions  in 
the  south;  this  was  shown  dramatically  when 
they  outnumbered  all  other  warbler  species 
combined  in  surveys  at  Shilo  (AW).  An  out- 
break of  Spruce  Budworm  resulted  in  high 
numbers  of  Tennessee  and  Cape  May  War- 
blers in  Riding  Mountain  N.P.  and  locally 
elsewhere  in  Manitoba  (CA,  CC,  m.ob.).  A 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  at  Churchill  18 
Jul  was  the  2nd  for  the  area  (AJ).  A singing 
Pine  Warbler  near  Tan  Creek,  MB  19  Jun  (PT) 
was  well  nw.  of  the  known  breeding  range.  A 
Hooded  Warbler  was  glimpsed  near  Carse- 
land,  AB  13  Jun  (TK),  and  another  was  near 
Exshaw,  AB  7 Jul  (CH).  A Summer  Tanager 
was  at  Calgary  10-11  Jun  (fide  MM);  previous 
Alberta  reports  comprise  one  accepted  record 
and  a few  unconfirmed  sightings.  Three 
Western  Tanagers  were  found  in  the  Root  L., 
MB  area  5 Jun;  birds  seen  carrying  food  later 
in  the  season  provided  the  first  confirmed 
breeding  record  for  the  province  (DR). 

A male  Black-headed  Grosbeak,  present 
for  the  5th  year  in  a row  along  the  Souris  R. 
between  Melita  and  Coulter,  MB,  was  seen 
feeding  young  at  a nest  15  Jun  (KDS).  This 
confirmed  the  first  known  breeding  in  the 
province,  though  the  female  was  not  seen, 
leaving  open  the  possibility  of  a mixed  pair,  as 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  occurs  in  the  same 
area.  There  were  five  reports  of  Lazuli  Bunting 
in  s.  Alberta,  while  2 were  beyond  the  normal 
Saskatchewan  range  at  Regina  2 Jun 
(A&NM),  and  one  male  was  on  territory  near 
Lyleton,  MB  (W&GT,  CA,JS,  m.ob.).  Manito- 
ba’s 3rd  Painted  Bunting  briefly  visited  a Win- 
nipeg yard  15  Jun  (ML).  A Field  Sparrow  at 
Riding  Mountain  N.P  1 Jun  (IT)  and  a Lark 
Sparrow  at  Ilford,  MB  2 Jun  (ES)  were  beyond 
tbeir  normal  ranges. 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): C.  Artuso,  Y.  Attia,  L.  Bennett,  B.  Charti- 
er,  C.  Cuthbert,  K.  De  Smet,  B.  Di  Labio,  K. 
Eckert,  G.  & S.  Edelman,  K.  Gardner,  V. 
Guttman,  C.  Hansen,  K.  Hedegard,  T.  Hince, 
B.  Jewers,  A.  Johnson,  J.  Johnston,  R.  Koes,  T. 
Korolyk,  G.  Kratzig,  M.  Lacroix,  J.  Lamey  J. 
Langdon  Qf-n),  B.  Luterbach,  A.  & N.  Mc- 
Gratten,  J.  Ng,  R.  Parsons,  C.  & L.  Penner,  M. 
Potter,  J.  Priebe,  D.  Raitt,  V Reimer,  M.  Rus- 
sell, J.  & R.  Simpson,  E.  Sinclair,  D.  Staniforth, 
R.  Staniforth,  J.  Swartz,  G.  & R.  Taylor,  P Tay- 
lor, W.  & G.  Tingey  M.  & S.  Weigand,  S.  Weir, 
D.  Wilki,  A.  Wormington.  © 
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Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R2K  061,  (rkoes@mts.net) 
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Northern  Great  Plains 


Ron  Martin 


The  weather  word  for  the  season  was 
“rain.”  Many  areas  had  double  the  av- 
erage rainfall  for  the  season,  with  some 
areas  of  southeastern  South  Dakota  receiving 
nearly  50  cm.  Lakes  and  reservoirs  were  all  at 
maximum  capacity.  Devils  Lake  in  North 
Dakota  reached  another  new  high  level, 
flooding  thousands  of  acres.  Water  has  been 
running  out  of  Long  Lake  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  North  Dakota  since  April  2009.  High 
water  at  Fort  Peck  in  Montana  caused  major 
failure  for  nesting  terns.  June  temperatures 
were  cooler  than  average,  and  July  was  near 
the  average. 

South  Dakota  was  the  place  to  be  for  rare 
birds  this  season.  Potential  first  state  records 
noted  were  Mottled  Duck,  Black  Rail,  and  Or- 
ange-billed Nightingale-Thrush.  Also  of  inter- 
est were  Brown  Pelican,  Common  Moorhen, 
Long-tailed  Jaeger,  and  the  first  nesting  Broad- 
tailed Hummingbird  in  decades.  North  Dakota 
recorded  its  fourth  Glossy  Ibis,  an  out-of-sea- 
son Townsends  Warbler,  and  nesting  Northern 
Saw-whet  Owls.  And  Montana  recorded  a po- 
tential fourth  Yellow-throated  Vireo. 

DUCKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A possible  first  for  South  Dakota,  a Mottled 
Duck  was  seen  29  Jul  in  Maisluill  (p.a.,  BU). 
The  North  Dakota  Game  and  Fish  Depart- 
ment announced  that  there  will  be  no  hunt- 
ing season  for  Greater  Prairie-Chicken  this 
year  in  light  of  precipitous  declines  in  the 
population.  Nesting  Horned  Grebes  were 
widespread  again  this  year  in  North  Dakota 
and  ne.  South  Dakota,  but  numbers  were 
down  from  last  year’s  bumper  crop.  About  the 
7th  report  for  South  Dakota,  a Brown  Pelican 
was  at  Big  Bend  Dam,  Lyman  13-14  Jun  (p.a., 
JSP).  A good  peak  for  Montana,  6 Great 
Egrets  were  at  Freezout  L.  14  Jul  (MS).  In 
North  Dakota,  Little  Blue  Herons  were  in  Kid- 
der 14-21  Jun  (CDE,  HCT)  and  in  Stutsman 
22  Jun  (PRS);  the  only  South  Dakota  report 
was  from  Brown  30  Jul  (DS).  Two  Glossy  Ibis 
were  present  at  DeWald  Slough,  Kidder,  ND 
11  Jun-i-  (p.a.,  REM),  the  4th  report  for  the 
state.  Glossy  Ibis  were  reported  from  four 


South  Dakota  counties,  including 
Potter  and  Sully  in  the  n.-cen.  area 
of  the  state. 

Seemingly  on  the  increase  in 
North  Dakota  in  the  summer  sea- 
son, no  fewer  than  14  Ospreys  were 
reported  this  season.  Two  vocal 
Broad-winged  Hawks  were  at  Sand 
Lake  N.W.R.,  SD  9 Jun,  raising  sus- 
picion of  nesting  in  that  area  (BU). 
There  are  no  nesting  records  for 
Brown,  SD.  The  decline  of  breeding  American 
Kestrels  in  the  Region  continued  this  season, 
with  relatively  few  reports.  A potential  first 
record  for  South  Dakota,  and  the  first  nesting, 
a photograph  of  a Black  Rail  with  young  17 
Jul  was  certainly  unexpected  (p.a.,  BU).  Com- 
mon Moorhens  nested  successfully  in  Brown, 
SD,  the  2nd  nesting  record  ever  for  the  state. 
Nine  individuals,  including  a pair  with  5 
young,  were  seen  20  Jul  (p.a.,  BU).  This 
species  was  also  reported  in  Charles  Mix,  SD 
24  Jun  (p.a.,  SS). 

Widespread  high  water  forced  Piping 
Plovers  into  unusual  nesting  situations  in 
North  Dakota.  A pair  nested  at  the  Grand 
Porks  Lagoons  (EEP,  DOL),  two  nests  were  in 
a fallow  field  in  Burleigh  (CDE),  and  another 
pair  nested  in  a fallow  field  near  Minot  (REM). 
Accidental  in  the  summer  season  in  North 
Dakota,  a late  migrant  Whimbrel  was  at  Cross 
Ranch  S.P  5 Jun  (SE).  Purnishing  the  earliest 
fall  record  for  South  Dakota,  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  were  in  Edmonds  13  Jul  (p.a.,  BU). 
An  American  Woodcock  in  Beadle,  SD  2 Jul 
(BPW)  provided  a new  nesting  season  record 
for  that  county.  Summering  Bonaparte’s  Gulls 
peaked  at  26  at  the  Devils  Eake  Eagoons,  ND  9 
Jul  (PHS).  Making  about  the  10th  record  for 
South  Dakota,  a Laughing  Gull  was  at  Pierre 
11-14  Jun  (p.a.,  JSP,  KM).  A potential  4th 
record  for  South  Dakota,  a Long-tailed  Jaeger 
was  at  Pierre  9-15  Jun  (p.a.,  KM,  RDO).  A new 
high  count  for  North  Dakota,  75  Caspian  Terns 
were  at  a colony  on  L.  Audubon  21  Jun  (CH). 
Accidental  away  from  the  Missouri  R.  corridor 
in  North  Dakota,  a Least  Tern  was  a surprise  at 
Long  Lake  N.W.R.  4 Jun  (p.a.,  MJR). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  KINGLETS 

Black-billed  Cuckoos  made  a strong  showing, 
especially  in  North  Dakota,  with  over  50  re- 
ports. Burrowing  Owls  continue  to  reclaim 
some  of  their  former  range  e.  of  the  Missouri 
R.  in  the  Dakotas,  with  several  reports  from 
new  areas.  Short-eared  Owls  were  widespread 
in  North  Dakota.  A juv.  Northern  Saw-whet 
Owl  photographed  30  Jun  at  the  South  Unit 
of  Theodore  Roosevelt  N.R,  ND  provided  the 
3rd  confirmed  nesting  for  the  state  (p.a.,JG). 
The  Chuck-will’s-widow  in  Yankton,  SD  that 


was  reported  in  the  spring  season  continued 
until  at  least  29  Jun  (p.a.,  SS).  Calliope  Hum- 
mingbirds were  reported  from  Hell  Canyon  in 
the  Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota  19  & 23  Jul 
OSP,  RM).  A Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  nest 
in  Hell  Canyon,  Custer  26  Jun  provided  the 
first  nesting  record  in  South  Dakota  in  many 
decades  (p.a.,  KM,  SS);  peak  of  9 was  noted 
there  19  Jul  OSP).  A Red-bellied  Woodpecker 
nest  at  L.  Upsilon,  Rolette,  ND  furnished  the 
northwesternmost  nesting  for  the  state  (AL). 

An  Olive-sided  Elycatcher  at  Minot,  ND  21 
Jun  (REM)  was  the  latest  spring  migrant  ever 
recorded  in  the  state.  Eastern  Wood-Pewees 
were  reported  from  four  w.  river  counties  in 
South  Dakota,  including  a single  far  w.  in  Fall 
River  26  Jun  (p.a.,  KM,  ND).  A Hammond’s 
Elycatcher  was  unusual  at  the  Ered  Robinson 
Bridge  at  the  w.  end  of  Charles  Russell  N.W.R., 
MT  1 Jun  (p.a.,  EH).  Casual  in  Montana,  an 
Ash-throated  Elycatcher  was  near  Laurel  6 Jul 
(p.a.,  CH).  Cassin’s  Kingbirds  were  reported 
from  Custer,  SD  26  Jun  and  31  Jul  (SS,  BU), 
and  6 were  tallied  in  the  Broadus,  MT  area  18- 
20  Jul  (BB).  A Scissor- tailed  Elycatcher  seen 
14  Jul  in  McPherson,  SD  was  seemingly  paired 
with  a Western  Kingbird  (p.a.,  BU).  A possible 
4th  record  for  Montana,  a Yellow-throated 
Vireo  was  near  the  Fred  Robinson  Bridge  2 
Jun  (p.a.,  JR).  Accidental  away  from  the  Mis- 
souri R.  corridor  in  North  Dakota,  a Bell’s 
Vireo  was  heard  15  Jun  in  Ransom  (SM).  Un- 


Fumishing  the  f ourth  record  of  Glossy  Ibis  for  North  Dakota, 
two  were  documented  in  Kidder  County  from  11  June  (here) 
through  at  least  the  end  of  July  2010.  Photograph  by  Dave 
Lambeth. 

usual  at  Fort  Peck,  MT,  a Common  Raven  was 
noted  3 Jun  (CC).  A Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
was  late  3 Jun  in  Towner,  ND  (DOL). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH 
GOLDFINCHES 

A Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  singing  in  the 
Ponderosa  Pine  Area  of  Slope,  ND  in  mid-Jul 
(PM).  There  are  a few  other  summer  records 
for  this  area,  but  nesting  has  not  been  con- 
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r A Only  the  3rd  ever  reported  n.  of  Mexico,  an  Orange-billed  Nightingale-Thrush  was  found  by  Eric  Ripma  in  the 
jnBlack  Hills  at  Spearfish  Canyon,  Lawrence,  SD 10  Jul.  A very  persistent  singer,  it  was  enjoyed  by  visitors  from  many 
states  over  the  course  of  its  long  stay,  though  it  was  seen  only  with  patience,  as  is  typical  for  this  species.  Fortunately,  the  bird 
stayed  for  nearly  six  weeks,  and  was  last  seen  on  19  Aug. 


firmed.  Casual  in  summer  in  the  Turtle  Mts. 
of  North  Dakota,  a Swainson’s  Thrush  was  in 
Rolette  20  Jun  (REM).  A Wood  Thrush  was  far 
w.  in  Custer,  SD  26  Jun  (p.a.,  SS).  A Chestnut- 
sided Warbler  was  far  w.  at  Camp  Cr.  in  the 
Little  Rocky  Mts.,  MT  1 Jun  (p.a.,  EH).  An 
early  migrant  Nashville  Warbler  was  in  Grand 
Forks,  ND  20  Jul  (DOL).  Also  in  Grand  Forks, 
a Cape  May  Warbler  31  Jul  provided  the  2nd 
earliest  record  of  a fall  migrant  in  the  state 
(REM).  About  the  14th  report  for  North 
Dakota,  and  the  first  for  the  summer  season, 
a Townsend’s  Warbler  was  in  Adams  7-8  Jun 
(p.a.,  JSa).  A Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  un- 
usual at  Lostwood  N.W.R.  headquarters,  ND 
11  Jun  (RR,  CDE).  A rare  nester  in  the  Souris 


R.  Valley  of  North  Dakota,  a Yellow-breasted 
Chat  was  in  Renville  2 Jul  (REM). 

Well  ne.  of  the  species’  range,  a Brewer's 
Sparrow  was  in  Eddy,  ND  24-27  Jun  (p.a., 
LDl).  Henslow’s  Sparrows  were  in  Brookings, 
SD  4 Jun  (JSP)  and  in  Campbell,  SD  22-24  Jun 
(BU).  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  were  down  some- 
what this  season,  but  Nelson’s  Sparrows  had 
another  great  year.  Rare  and  irregular  in  Mon- 
tana, 2 Dickcissels  were  near  Broadus  17  Jul 
(BB).  Few  Dickcissels  were  noted  in  North 
Dakota.  A nice  peak  of  39  Orchard  Orioles 
came  from  Kidder,  ND  3 Jun  (HCT).  After 
spring  nesting.  Pine  Siskins  were  largely  ab- 
sent through  the  season  in  North  Dakota. 
Lesser  Goldfinches  in  Montana  included  sin- 


gles in  Billings  29  Jun  and  21  Jul  (BW,  BB), 
plus  a single  in  the  South  Bighorn  Canyon 
National  Recreation  Area,  Carbon  1 Jul  (BW). 
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Engel,  Eve  E.  Freeberg,  John  Garret,  Craig 
Hultberg,  Larry  D.  Igl,  Armand  Lagasse,  Dave 
O.  Lambeth,  Ron  E.  Martin,  Stephen  Mirick, 
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Among  the  summer’s  changing  bird  dis- 
tributions in  the  Region,  the  spread  of 
doves  may  be  in  a lull,  but  northward 
and  westward  range  extensions  continue,  if 
less  notably  in  2010  than  in  some  recent  sum- 
mers. Some  southeastern  waterbirds  are  be- 
eoming  more  established  in  southwestern 
Oklahoma  and  possibly  areas  to  the  north.  An 
array  of  mid-summer  vagrants  was  recorded, 
with  some  difficult  to  classify,  particularly  the 
assortment  of  warblers  noted  in  Nebraska. 


Abbreviations:  Cheyenne  Bottoms  (Cheyenne 
Bottoms  W.M.A.,  Barton,  KS);  Crescent  Lake 
(Crescent  Lake  N.W.R.,  Garden,  NE);  Hack- 
berry  (Hackberry  Flat  W.M.A.,  Tillman,  OK); 
Harvard  Marsh  (Harvard  Marsh  W.M.A,  Clay, 
NE);  Quivira  (Quivira  N.W.R.,  Stafford,  KS); 
Red  Slough  (Red  Slough  W.M.A.,  McCurtain, 
OK);  Salt  Plains  (Salt  Plains  N.W.R.,  Alfalfa, 
OK);  Sandhills  (large  area  of  sand-based 
prairie  in  n.-cen.  Nebraska). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAILS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  is  a Regional 
vagrant;  an  ad.  at  Harvard  Marsh  6-7  Jun 
QGJ,  PD)  was  only  the  9th  for  Nebraska. 
Only  6 others  were  reported:  in  Kansas,  2 
were  in  Sedgwick  19  Jun  QC  et  al.)  and  also  at 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  3 Jul  (CM,  TB,  HH,  NL); 
in  Oklahoma,  singles  were  in  Canadian  24-25 
Jul  OB  et  al.)  and  at  Hackberry  11  Jul  (LH). 
Much  rarer  in  the  Region  was  a Fulvous 
Whistling-Duck  at  Hackberry  15  Jun  (LH).  A 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose,  a rare  summer 
straggler,  was  at  Harvard  Marsh  6 Jun  OGJ)- 
Small  numbers  of  Snow  Goose  are  sometimes 
reported  in  summer  in  Nebraska;  however, 
the  50  at  Harvard  Marsh  6 Jun  QGJ)  was  a 
high  count.  The  southerly  breeding  pair  of 
Trumpeter  Swans  in  Hall,  NE  was  successful 
for  the  2nd  straight  year  (TH);  several  reports 
of  family  groups  from  the  Sandhills  have  be- 
come the  norm. 


American  Black  Duck  reports  in  summer 
should  be  considered  carefully;  one  was  seen 
in  flight  with  2 Mallards  in  Seward,  NE  1 Jul 
(tWF).  Mottled  Ducks  appeared  n.  to  Kansas, 
with  3 at  Quivira  11  Jun  (BJ),  2 at  Cheyenne 
Bottoms  3 Jul  (CM,  TB,  HH,  NL),  and  one  in 
Sedgwick  28  Jul  (NO).  Rare  even  at  Red 
Slough,  a Mottled  Duck  was  there  27  Jul 
(DA).  Black  Scoters  are  Regional  rarities;  a fe- 
male at  Quivira  1 Jun  (MR)  was  both  excep- 
tional and  very  late.  Hooded  Mergansers 
breed  locally  in  the  Region,  mostly  in  the  e. 
edge;  this  season,  an  ad.  female  with  a brood 
was  located  in  Johnson,  KS  1 Jun  (MG),  with 
others  noted  in  Canadian,  OK  5 Jun  (MJ). 
Some  350  Gray  Partridges  were  harvested  by 
hunters  in  Nebraska  during  2008  QL'-O;  the 
peak  harvest  of  11,000  came  in  1987. 

A summer  Common  Loon  was  in  Oklaho- 
ma, NE  (PV)  through  the  period.  The  only  re- 
ports of  Clark’s  Grebe  were  of  one  in  Scotts 
Bluff,  NE  11  Jun  0R>  mb)  and  a pair  at  Mc- 
Conaughy  26  Jun  (KS,  JLL);  breeding  has  oc- 
curred at  the  latter  location.  An  ad.  Brown  Pel- 
ican was  in  Brown,  KS  29  Jun-5  Jul  (RR, 
m.ob.),  and  a Neotropic  Cormorant  was  at 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  31  Jul  (MRo,  JKi);  both 
have  been  annual  in  the  Region  in  recent 
years.  Red  Slough  also  hosted  up  to  4 
Neotropic  Cormorants  during  the  period,  the 
peak  count  detected  27  Jul  (DA).  With  excel- 
lent water  conditions  in  se.  Nebraska,  Least 
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A male  Anna's  Hummingbird  appeared  in  eastern  Oklahoma  in  Cherokee  County  15-25 
(here  18)  July  2010,  only  the  fourth  for  Oklahoma.  Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 


Bitterns  were  widespread;  15  were  found  dur- 
ing the  period  (m.ob.).  At  Hackberry,  where 
the  species  is  rare,  1-2  were  reported  15  Jun 
(LH)  and  24-30  Jul  (L&MT).  Still  a Regional 
rarity  away  from  Red  Slough,  up  to  2 Tricol- 
ored Herons  were  at  Hackberry  17-31  Jul  (BA 
et  ah,  LH).  Very  rare  in  the  Region,  a Reddish 
Egret  was  in  Alfalfa,  OK  3 Jun  (RS),  likely  the 
same  bird  located  in  late  May.  A Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  in  Cherry,  NE  27  Jun 
(KS,  JLL)  was  n.  of  the  expected  Nebraska 
range;  only  3 others  were  reported  in  the  state 
OG,  JGJ).  Another  Regional  rarity  away  from 
Red  Slough,  a White  Ibis  was  in  Grady,  OK  14 
Jul  QAG).  Glossy  Ibis  reports  this  season  came 
from  Fillmore,  NE  24  & 30  Jun  (tWF),  Barton, 
KS  26  Jun  (2;  MG,  NA),  Cheyenne  Bottoms  31 
Jul  (2;  MRo,  JKi),  and  Quivira  31  Jul  (MRo, 
JKi).  A Roseate  Spoonbill,  rare  away  from  Red 
Slough,  was  located  in  Lyon,  KS  21  Jun  (BJ). 

Osprey  reports  in  midsummer  are  few  but 
have  increased  in  recent  years;  there  were  five 
Nebraska  reports  involving  7 birds  12-26  Jun 
(KD,  MB,  PD,  G&WH,  KS,  JLL)  and  one  re- 
port from  Oklahoma;  2 in  Wagoner  21  Jul 
OM).  Ogallala  is  likely  the  only  regular  breed- 
ing site  in  Nebraska  for  Mississippi  Kite;  a nest 
noted  4 Jun  appeared  to  have  been  re-started 
by  18  Jul  after  bad  weather  OO,  KS,  JLL).  A 
Mississippi  Kite  in  Riley,  KS  6 Jun  (TC)  was 
noteworthy.  A Swainsons  Hawk  in  Lancaster, 
NE  2 Jul  (LE)  furnished  an  unusual  mid-sum- 


This Dusky  Flycatcher  found  in  a farm  yard  in  Cimarron  County,  Oklahoma  28  July  2010  was  appar- 
ently a very  early  migrant.  Photograph  by  Dan  Robinson. 


dates  on  the  Mountain  Plovers  in  the  sw.  Pan- 
handle of  Nebraska  were  available  online 
(<http://www.  facebook.com/Mountain- 
Plover>);  even  with  some  severe  spring 
storms,  some  30  broods  were  produced.  After 
a few  good  breeding  years  in  the  e.  Rainwater 
Basin,  no  Black-necked  Stilts  were  found  this 
season  QG),  and  very  few  were  reported  in 
other  areas  of  Nebraska.  A Spotted  Sandpiper 
at  Red  Slough  22  Jun  (DA)  was  a bit  s.  of  the 
usual  breeding  range.  A Greater  Yellowlegs  in 
Beaver,  OK  20  Jun  OW)  marked  the  earliest 
fall  migrant  this  season.  A Willet  in  Saunders, 
NE  2 Jul  (LE)  was  a rare  find  that  far  east.  A 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  rather  early  in  Seward, 
NE  29  Jun  (LE).  A female  Long-billed  Curlew 
outfitted  with  satellite  transmitter  departed 
Nebraska  12  Jun  after  her  nest  was  depredat- 
ed and  flew  576  km  to  the  Oklahoma  Pan- 
handle the  same  day  QGJ).  Two  Long-billeds 
at  Hackberry  30  Jun  (LH)  and  2 in  Canadian, 
OK  5 Jul  QB)  were  migrants.  Two  Marbled 
Godwits  were  in  Washington,  OK  6 Jul 
(M&MP).  A late  Sanderling  was  at  Crescent 
Lake  7 Jun  (CG),  and  a late  Semipalmated 
Sandpiper  was  in  Saunders,  NE  8 Jun  (LE). 
Normally  appearing  in  the  Region  in  Aug, 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  appeared  in  num- 
bers in  late  Jul:  9 in  Nebraska  25-26  Jul  QGJ, 


mer  record  there. 

A Peregrine  Fal- 
con in  Gray,  KS 

14  Jun  (SS)  was  unusual.  Black  Rail  is  a prize 
for  Regional  birders;  at  least  one  was  observed 
at  a Sumner,  KS  wetland  13  Jun-4  Jul  (LHi, 
m.ob.).  Two  King  Rails  were  in  Sarpy,  NE  24 
Jul  (ph.  KSc),  and  at  Hackberry,  one  was  seen 

15  Jun  and  7 on  30  Jun  (LH);  several  were 
noted  at  Red  Slough  through  the  period,  peak- 
ing at  11  on  30  Jun  (DA,  TS).  Purple  Gallinule 
is  expected  only  at  Red  Slough  in  the  Region, 
where  5-10  were  noted  this  summer  (DA). 
Common  Moorhens  were  found  as  far  n.  as  Se- 
ward, NE,  where  2 were  seen  5 Jul  QCa  SSc); 
numbers  at  Red  Slough  were  excellent,  with  a 
peak  count  of  41  on  22  Jun  (DA).  The  only 
other  reports  were  from  Hackberry,  where  up 
to  4 were  present  during  the  period  (LH,  VF, 
L&MT)  and  where  breeding  was  indicated  by 
2 imms.  observed  30  Jul  (L63rMT). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A Black-bellied  Plover  at  Hackberry  11  Jul 
(VF)  was  between  dates  for  northbound  and 
southbound  migrants.  Rising  water  levels 
eliminated  Snowy  Plover  habitat  at  Mc- 
Conaughy  this  season.  A Semipalmated 
Plover  at  Crescent  Lake  13  Jun  (CG)  was 
rather  late.  Migrant  Piping  Plovers  included  2 
in  Douglas,  KS  21  Jul  (GP)  and  a single  at 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  31  Jul  (MRo,  JKi).  Up- 
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JLL,  KS,  CNK),  89  in  Kansas  28-31  Jul  (ER, 
MRo,  JKi),  and  4 as  far  s.  as  Tulsa,  OK  30  Jul 
(BC).  A juv.  Short-billed  Dowitcher  was  a 
good  find  at  Red  Slough  27  Jul  (DA). 

The  only  Laughing  Gulls  reported  were  in 
Kansas:  one  at  Quivira  1 Jun  (MR)  and  one  in 
Clay  18  Jun  (ad.;  ER).  A surprising  number  of 
Eranklin’s  Gulls  for  Jun,  450  were  in  Lancast- 
er, NE  8 Jun  (LE).  The  only  reports  of  Cali- 
■ . fornia  Gull  away  from  McConaughy  were 
from  Crescent  Lake,  where  2 were  present  3 
■ Jun  and  one  13  Jun  (CG).  Two  Caspian  Terns 
were  in  Antelope,  NE  19  Jun  (MB),  and  6 were 
, in  Tulsa,  OK  6 Jun  (BC). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

. The  only  Inca  Dove  reported  n.  of  Oklahoma 
was  in  Riley,  KS  7 Jul  (MR).  Nine  reports  of 
! Black-billed  Cuckoo  from  Nebraska  was  an 
encouraging  number,  given  the  downward 
trend  of  recent  years  (fide  WRS).  Greater 
Roadrunner  is  another  species  making  a grad- 
ual but  steady  move  northward;  up  to  2 were 
found  n.  to  Barton  and  Pawnee,  KS  in  Jun 
(DK,  RG,  DKa).  Burrowing  Owls  continue  to 
breed  eastward  in  the  Rainwater  Basin;  a 
' fledgling  was  in  Clay,  NE  5 Jul  QCa,  SSc, 
JGJ).  Long-eared  Owl  nests  are  rarely  ob- 
I served;  one  in  Hitchcock,  NE  had  3 fledged 
young  by  26  Jun  (TJW).  A Chuck-will’s-wid- 
ow  was  northerly  in  Knox,  NE  14  Jun  (WF). 
A White-throated  Swift  was  noted  e.  to  Ban- 
ner, NE  19  Jun  (AK).  A major  Regional  rarity 
i was  the  Anna’s  Hummingbird  in  Cherokee, 
OK  15-25  Jul  (A&GH,  m.ob.).  The  only 
^ Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  report  came  from 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE  20  Jul  (KD).  A Rufous  Hum- 
mingbird in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  14  Jul  (AK)  was 
rather  early;  other  reports  were  easterly  males 
in  Johnston,  OK  24  Jul  (BA),  Geary,  KS  25  Jul 
(C&JO),  and  Lancaster,  NE  28-30  Jul  (SW). 

Western  Wood-Pewees  hanging  on  the  e. 
edge  of  their  range  were  found  in  Lincoln,  NE 
' 18  Jun  (TJW)  and  Thomas,  NE  12  Jun  QR, 
MB).  Westerly  was  a singing  Eastern  Wood- 
, Pewee  in  Dawes,  NE  10  Jun  QR,  MB).  Unusu- 
al e.  of  the  Nebraska  Panhandle  was  a 
Cordilleran  Flycatcher  at  Crescent  Lake  12 
Jun  (CG);  one  in  Banner,  NE  19  Jun  (AK)  was 
on  the  edge  this  species’  range.  Two 
, AlderAVillow  Flycatchers  were  netted  23  Jul 
in  Cherokee,  OK  QM  et  al.).  Certainly  an  early 
surprise  was  a Dusky  Flycatcher  at  a farmyard 
, in  Cimarron,  OK  28  Jul  (DR).  A Black  Phoebe 
in  Cimarron,  OK  20  Jun  (DW,  BC,  JSc)  made 
one  of  very  few  state  records.  Easterly  were 
Say’s  Phoebes  in  Antelope,  NE  6 & 12  Jun  QJ, 
MB,  JR)  and  Hooker,  NE  8 Jun  (CNK)  and  a 
Cassin’s  Kingbird  at  Crescent  Lake  18  Jun 
(CG).  Only  the  3rd  for  the  Nebraska  Panhan- 
dle was  a Yellow-throated  Vireo  at  Crescent 


VOLUME  64  (2011)  • NUMBER 


Lake  12  Jun  (CG);  another  one  w.  of  typical 
range  was  at  the  Salt  Plains  4 Jun  QM  et  al.). 
A Fish  Crow  in  Riley,  KS  6 Jun  (TC)  was  part 
of  the  species’  northward  expansion. 

At  Wichita,  KS,  the  roost  of  Purple  Martins 
numbered  about  30,000  on  27  Jul  (KG).  A 
westerly  Tufted  Titmouse  was  in  Pawnee,  KS  1 
Jul  (SS).  The  discovery  of  5-6  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches,  including  “raggedy  juvs.,”  at  an 
Omaha,  NE  cemetery  9 Jul  was  suggestive  of 
breeding  (JR).  The  2 easterly  Rock  Wrens  in 
Antelope,  NE  this  spring  were  still  present  6 
Jun  (MB,  JJ).  Carolina  Wrens  were  noted  w.  to 
Kearney  and  Hall  in  Nebraska  in  Jul  (KS,  JLL, 
CNK).  Like  Sedge  Wren,  but  on  a smaller 
scale.  Marsh  Wrens  show  up  in  Jul  in  s.  Ne- 
braska, where  they  rarely  summer;  5 were  at  a 
Lancaster  wetland  12  Jul  QCa,  SSc).  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher  continues  to  spread  northward 
in  Nebraska,  with  one  at  Crescent  Lake  27 
Jun  (KS,  JLL).  A Mountain  Bluebird  in  Cimar- 
ron, OK  2 Jun  QM  et  al  ) was  difficult  to  clas- 
sify. A singing  Wood  Thrush  in  Sedgwick,  KS 
12  Jun  QC)  was  w.  of  the  usual  range. 

Nebraska  recorded  a suite  of  unseasonable 
migrant  warblers,  including  a Tennessee  War- 
bler in  Washington  7 Jun  (D&JP),  an  Orange- 
crowned  Warbler  at  Crescent  Lake  12  Jun 
(CG;  2nd  latest  on  record),  a Nashville  War- 
bler in  Cass  18  Jul  (CNK;  first  record  for  Jul), 
a Myrtle  Warbler  at  Crescent  Lake  12  Jun 
(CG;  2nd  latest  on  record),  and  a Blackburn- 
ian Warbler  in  Omaha  13  Jun  (JR).  Westerly 
reports  of  Northern  Parula  this  season  came 
from  Nebraska,  where  3 were  found  in  Red 
Willow  6 Jun  (CH)  and  one  in  Garden  26  Jun 
(KS,  JLL).  An  Audubon’s  Warbler  was  easter- 
ly and  late  in  Cherry,  NE  10  Jun  QR,  MB), 
whereas  a Louisiana  Waterthrush  was  wester- 
ly in  Thayer,  NE  14  Jun  (GG).  Currently  rare 
in  e.  Nebraska,  a Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  in 
Nemaha  19  Jun  (CNK). 

TANAGERS THROUGH  FINCHES 

A westerly  male  Summer  Tanager  in  Morrill, 
NE  11  Jun  (DL)  made  only  the  10th  Panhan- 
dle record.  Cassin’s  Sparrows  n.  and  e.  of  typ- 
ical range  were  found  in  s.  Sioia,  NE  (HKH) 
and  at  Crescent  Lake  2 Jun,  the  latter  where 
they  have  been  found  the  past  three  years 
(CG),  and  a few  miles  to  the  s.  19  & 27  Jun 
(CG,  KS,  JLL).  A Bachman’s  Sparrow  was 
found  out  of  habitat  at  Red  Slough  22  Jul 
(DA).  Surveys  of  two  prairies  in  Pawnee,  NE  5 
Jun  found  1 1 singing  Henslow’s  Sparrows,  all 
in  areas  in  their  3rd  year  of  regeneration  after 
grazing.  Three  Henslow’s  were  westerly  in  El- 
lis, KS  in  early  Jun  (MR).  Each  Regional  state 
had  a late  White-crowned  Sparrow:  4 Jun  in 
Tulsa,  OK  (TCu),  5 Jun  in  Gray,  KS  (GF),  and 
18  Jun  at  Crescent  Lake,  the  latter  a black- 
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lored  bird,  possibly  of  subspecies  oriantha 
(CG).  A late  migrant  Black-headed  Grosbeak 
was  in  Cimairon,  OK  2 Jun  QM  et  al.),  and  a 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  westerly  in  Loup, 
NE  26  Jun  (TH,  WM),  w.  of  known  breeding 
areas.  A male  Lazuli  Bunting  was  in  the  same 
place  as  one  last  year  in  Lincoln,  NE  19  Jul 
(TJW),  e.  of  the  usual  Panhandle  range.  As 
has  been  the  case  in  the  past  few  years,  Dick- 
cissels  were  again  prominent  in  the  Nebraska 
Panhandle  (fide  WRS).  Bobolinks  appear  to 
be  increasing  in  se.  Nebraska;  15  were  in  a 
single  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  block  in  Johnson  8 
Jul  (LE).  Locally  distributed  in  the  Nebraska 
Sandhills,  a singing  Eastern  Meadowlark  was 
in  Grant  29  Jul  (WF).  Noteworthy  for  being 
westerly  was  a Great-tailed  Grackle  in  Sheri- 
dan, NE  24  Jun  (LJH).  A surprise  in  summer 
was  a Pine  Siskin  in  Cherokee,  OK  18-19  Jun 
(AV).  Lesser  Goldfinch,  possibly  expanding 
northward,  was  found  in  Banner,  NE  19  Jun 
(KD,  AK);  3 others  were  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  in 
Jun  (KD,  JR,  MB),  and  one  was  in  Wichita,  KS 
13  Jun  (SC). 

Cited  observers  (area  editors  in  boldface): 
NEBRASKA:  Mark  Brogie,  John  CaiTini  QCa), 
Kathy  DeLara,  Paul  Dunbar,  Larry  Einemann, 
William  Flack,  Cory  Gregory,  Joe  Gubanyi, 
Tim  Hajda,  LukeJ.  Hamilton,  Candace  Have- 
ly  Glen  & Wanda  Hoge,  Helen  K.  Hughson, 
Jan  Johnson,  Joel  G.  Jorgensen,  Alice  Kenitz, 
Clem  N.  Klaphake,  Jeanine  L.  Lackey,  Dan 
Leger,  Jeff  Lusk  (JLu),  Wayne  Mollhoff,  Jim 
Ochsner,  Don  &Jan  Paseka,  Justin  Rink,  Shari 
Schwartz  (SSc),  Kathy  Schwery  (KSc),  W. 
Ross  Silcock,  Kent  Skaggs,  T.J.  Walker,  Susan 
Whitney.  KANSAS:  Nic  Allen,  Tim  Barksdale, 
Ted  Cable,  Jeff  Calhoun,  Steve  Comeau,  Mark 
Corder,  Gregg  Friesen,  Matt  Gearheart,  Rob 
Graham,  Kevin  Groeneweg,  Helen  Hewins, 
Leon  Hicks  (LHi),  Pete  Janzen,  Barry  Jones, 
Don  Kazmaier  (DKa),  Jeff  Keating,  Jon  King 
QKi),  Dave  Klema,  Nancy  Leo,  Cheryl  Miller, 
Nathan  Ofsthun,  Chuck  & Jaye  Otte,  Gerry 
Parkinson,  Mike  Rader,  Edward  Raynor,  Mark 
Robbins  (MRo),  Rosella  Royer,  Scott  Seltman. 
OKLAHOMA:  Bill  Adams,  Dave  Arbour,  Jim 
Bates,  Bill  Carrell,  Tom  Curtis  (TCu),  Vic 
Fazio,  Joseph  A.  Grzybowski,  Larry  Hancock, 
Albert  & Gail  Harris  (A&GH),  Matthew  Jung, 
Jo  Loyd,  Jeri  McMahon,  Mark  & Mary  Peter- 
son (M&MP),  Dan  Robinson,  John  Schenek 
(JSc),  Ron  Sheppard,  Terry  Stuart,  Lou  & 
Mary  Truex  (L&MT),  Antoinette  Verne,  Doug 
Wood,  Jimmy  Woodard.  O 


Joseph  A.  Grzybowski,  715  Elmwood  Drive 

Norman,  Oklahoma  73072,  (j_grzybowski@sbcgiobaLnet) 

W.  Ross  Silcock,  P.  0.  Box  57 

Tabor,  Iowa  51673,  (silcock@rosssilcock.com) 
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(StC).  A Blue-winged  Teal  pair  with  4 young 
seen  in  Jim  Hogg  10  Jul  (BFr)  may  represent  a 
new  county  nesting  record.  A Canvasback 
was  at  Ft.  Hancock  Res.,  Hudspeth  10  Jul 
(BZ).  A Ring-necked  Duck  spent  the  summer 
at  Keystone  Heritage  Park,  El  Paso  (m.ob.), 
and  another  was  seen  1-7  Jul  at  Hegar  Lakes, 
Waller  (FC). 

Single  Great  Shearwaters  were  documented 
off  South  Padre  1.,  Cameron  17  Jul  (ph.,  TBM; 
ph.  MGu  et  al.)  and  off  Port  Aransas,  Nueces  31 
Jul  (ph.,  tPSu).  A Sooty  Shearwater  docu- 
mented just  off  the  San  Bernard  R.  mouth,  Bra- 
zoria 27  Jul  (ph.,  tTW)  is  only  the  4th  docu- 
mented for  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  (hereafter, 
U.T.C.).  A Red-billed  Tropicbird  was  reported 
21  km  off  Port  Aransas,  Nueces  22  Jim  (tJMc, 
tCM).  Six  Wood  Storks  in  Kempner,  Lampasas 
5 Jul  (AnH)  were  farther  n.  and  w.  than  ex- 
pected. The  passage  of  Hurricane  Alex  30  Jun 
pushed  Magnihcent  Frigatebirds  deep  into 
Galveston  Bay,  with  one  reported  from  the  w. 
side  of  Houston,  Harris  (TE)  and  60+  at  Eagle 
Pt.  in  San  Leon,  Galveston  (SM).  Five  Masked 
Boobies  were  seen  on  the  pelagic  trip  out  of 


PELICANS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

An  impressive  1510  Brown  Pelicans  were 
counted  along  the  Bolivar  Peninsula,  with 
1200  between  High  1.  and  Rollover  Pass, 
Galveston  23  Jul  (WB).  Inland  Brown  Pelicans 
of  particular  interest  included  one  at  Green- 
belt  L,  Donley  9-16  Jun  (10,  ph.  BaP)  and  3 at 
Bryan,  Brazos  6 Jul  (KA).  A high  count  of 
1500  Great  Egrets  was  made  at  John  Bunker 
Sands  Wetland,  Kaufman  26  Jun  (CR,  BoS). 
Little  Blue  Herons  wandered  to  Lubbock, 
Lubbock  17  Jul  (AnH,  AvH)  and  near  Crosby- 
ton,  Crosby  27  Jul  (KHi),  providing  rare  Jul 
records  for  the  South  Plains.  A single  Tricol- 
ored Heron  n.  of  Mason,  Mason  28  Jun  (BoP) 
was  a nice  hnd.  The  juv.  Reddish  Egret  on  Bel- 
ton L.,  Bell  from  the  spring  continued  until  at 
least  12  Jun  (GE,  RK,  RPi).  Two  Glossy  Ibis 
were  seen  throughout  the  period  at  John 
Bunker  Sands  Wetland,  Kaufman  (GC, 
m.ob.).  A tally  of  32  Roseate  Spoonbills  from 
Waller  25  Jul  (HL)  was  an  impressive  inland 
count.  Two  Roseate  Spoonbills  n.  of  Lam- 
pasas, Lampasas  5 Jul  (AnH)  made  for  a nice 
local  record. 


Great  Shearwater  is  rare  in  the  western  Gulf  of  Mexico,  but  two  were  documented  in  Texas  waters  in  summer  2010.  This  indi- 
vidual was  seen  from  a pelagic  trip  off  South  Padre  Island,  Cameron  County  17  July.  Photograph  by  Mary  Gustafson. 
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The  summer  of  2010  was  widely  charac- 
terized as  wet  from  east  to  west.  Hurri- 
cane Alex  had  a lot  to  do  with  that,  as  it 
crossed  the  southern  half  of  the  state  in  late 
June  and  early  July.  Although  it  was  on  the 
back  side  of  the  hurricane,  Houston’s  Inter- 
continental Airport  still  reported  42.3  cm  of 
rain,  which  was  24.7  cm  above  normal.  Alex's 
rain  especially  helped  the  western  half  of  the 
state,  as  it  was  accompanied  a good  monsoon 
season.  The  Panhandle  and  South  Plains  en- 
joyed strong  precipitation  in  June  and  record 
rains  in  July,  which  hlled  playas  and  provided 
lush  conditions.  Big  Bend  National  Park  re- 
ceived up  to  20.8  cm  for  the  period.  The 
downside  of  all  the  rain  along  the  Rio  Grande 
was  flooding  of  riparian  habitats  and  other  ar- 
eas in  South  Texas  and  particularly  in  the 
Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley.  However,  the  ill  ef- 
fects of  this  flooding  on  natural  habitats  will 
be  short  lived  and  ultimately  beneht  the 
woodlands.  In  general,  the  above-average  pre- 
cipitation provided  excellent  conditions  for 
breeding  birds.  In  South  Texas,  Grasshopper 
Sparrows  and  Dickcissels  took  particular  ad- 
vantage of  the  lush  conditions.  Despite  these 
good  conditions,  the  number  of  species  re- 
ported was  below  average  in  almost  all  areas 
of  the  state. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
CORMORANTS 

A Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  in  Cctstro  18 
Jun  (BaP)  provided  a rare  Panhandle  record. 
A Eulvous  Whistling-Duck  wandered  n.  to 
the  John  Bunker  Sands  Wetland,  Kaufman  19 
Jun-17  Jul  (GC,  CR).  Summering  Cackling 
Geese  are  typically  sick  or  injured  individu- 
als, so  3 apparently  healthy  individuals  at 
Ransom  L.,  Lubbock  1 Jul  were  interesting 
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South  Padre  L,  Cameron  17  Jul  (EC  et  al.).  Sin- 
gle Masked  Boobies  inland  at  Justin  Hurst 
W.M.A.,  Brazoria  and  at  Angleton,  Brazoria  9 
Jun  (fide  CB,  DSi)  were  unhealthy  and  were 
taken  in  for  rehabilitation.  Northern  Gannets 
were  reported  in  exceptional  numbers,  with  at 
least  6 flying  near  the  Quintana  Jetty,  Brazoria 
5 Jul  (AW,  JRa).  Seven  Double-crested  Cor- 
morants at  Eagles  Hall  Park,  Floyd  12  Jun 
(StC)  provided  the  4th  Jun  record  for  the 
South  Plains  and  may  have  represented  a rare 
breeding  attempt  for  this  area. 


Swallow-tailed  Kites  continue  to  become 
more  common  in  the  U.T.C.,  with  birds  re- 
ported from  numerous  locations  in  Jun  and 
early  Jul.  Breeding  was  conhrmed  at  Double 
Bayou  Park,  Chambers  18  Jun  QK),  where  2 
fledglings  were  photographed.  Other  likely 
breeders  were  seen  at  White’s  Park,  Chambers 
20  Jun  (HJ)  and  in  w.  Brazoria  27  Jun  (SH  et 
al.).  Mississippi  Kites  continue  to  expand 
their  range  throughout  the  e.  half  of  the  state. 
Pioneering  birds  were  reported  all  the  way  n. 
and  e.  to  Marion  and  Cass  (LP)  and  w.  to  Bell 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


(RP)  and  Austin,  Travis  (TF,  BFr).  Almost 
every  town  on  the  U.T.C.  now  has  the  species 
present  during  the  summer  (fide  RW).  Two 
White-tailed  Kites  noted  on  Ft.  Hood,  Coryell 
13  Jul  (GE)  may  have  been  an  indication  of 
local  breeding.  A pair  of  Bald  Eagles  first  re- 
ported in  Jan  at  a private  lake  in  Washington 
was  still  present  11  Jun  (DV,  KHa).  A North- 
ern Harrier  in  Tyler,  Smith  7 jun  (JV)  was  a 
first  summer  record  for  East  Texas.  An  ad. 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  seen  near  Falcon  Dam, 
Stan  24  Jun  (TB)  was  at  an  odd  location  for 
the  date.  A Cooper’s  Hawk  observed  on  the 
Burton  B.B.S.  route  13  Jun  was  a first  summer 
record  for  Washington  (DV).  A westerly  Red- 
shouldered Hawk  was  at  the  Independence 
Creek  Preserve,  Teirell  19  Jun  (RK).  A Broad- 
winged Hawk  over  Ft.  Davis,  Jeff  Davis  24  Jun 
QRi,  WR)  was  very  unexpected.  A Swainson’s 
Hawk  in  Grimes  19  Jun  (DV)  provided  a first 
summer  record  for  the  county.  A female  Zone- 
tailed Hawk  over  El  Paso,  El  Paso  25  Jun  (BZ) 
was  surprising,  as  they  are  not  known  to  be 
local  breeders.  A group  of  62  Crested  Cara- 
caras  was  observed  feasting  on  giant  crickets 
near  Pearl  City,  Dewitt  14  Jul  (BFr).  Most  in- 
teresting was  the  presence  of  not  one  but  2 
American  Kestrels  in  Chambers  1 Jun  OK), 
providing  the  3rd  summer  record  for  the 
U.T.C.  American  Kestrels  nested  again  in 
Temple,  Bell  (SS,  ph.,  RPi).  A nice  mid-sum- 
mer find  was  a Peregrine  Falcon  in  Uvalde, 
Uvalde  26  Jun  (MHe). 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Two  Black  Rails  were  heard  at  Tule  L.,  Nueces 
27  Jun  (MeC).  An  out-of-range  Purple 
Gallinule  was  observed  in  ne.  Webb  10  Jul 
(BFr).  Indicating  local  breeding,  2 young  Pur- 
ple Gallinules  were  at  John  Bunker  Sands 
Wetland,  Kaufman  11  Jun,  and  up  to  5 ads. 
were  there  19  Jun  (Greg  Cook).  Rare  for  East 
Texas,  a Common  Moorhen  was  observed  at 
the  TX  147  causeway  at  L.  Sam  Rayburn,  An- 
gelina 16  Jul  (DW).  Snowy  Plovers  apparent- 
ly nested  again  in  Brazoria,  where  2 juvs. 
were  seen  along  Quintana  Beach  and  a pair 
with  an  almost  fully  feathered  youngster  was 
nearby  at  Bryan  Beach  15  Jul  QK).  A count  of 
42  Semipalmated  Plovers  on  Follett’s  1.,  Bra- 
zoria 10  Jul  (JA)  was  a high  tally  for  so  early 
in  the  migration.  A Piping  Plover  at  Village 
Creek  Drying  Beds,  Tanant  25  Jun  (ST,  PSc) 
was  likely  an  early  migrant.  High  counts  of 
American  Oystercatcher  were  made  in  Brazo- 
ria 11  Jul,  with  30  found  at  Follett’s  1.  and  23 
along  nearby  Bryan  Beach  (SH).  A tally  of  310 
Black-necked  Stilts  at  Anahuac  N.W.R., 
Chambers  29  Jun  (JK)  was  a high  count  for 
summer.  American  Avocets  were  present  in 
surprising  numbers  along  the  Bolivar  Penin- 
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sula,  Galveston  this  sea- 
son: 69  were  tallied  on  the 
Bolivar  Bird  Survey  25  Jun 
(fide  WB)  and  92  at  Boli- 
var Flats  3 Jul  (WB).  Pre- 
sumably an  early  migrat- 
ing Upland  Sandpiper  was 
found  in  Young  25  Jun 
(DDC,  DL).  Two  Hudson- 
ian  Godwits  near  Alamo 
Beach,  Calhoun  19  Jun 
(BFr)  were  either  late  mi- 
grants or  non-breeders. 

On  the  heels  of  last  Jun’s 
spate  of  records,  a lone 
Marbled  Godwit  dropped 
in  at  McNary  Res.,  Hud- 
speth 22  Jun  QP^)-  A Red 
Knot  at  Follett’s  I.,  Brazo- 
ria 10  Jul  QA)  had  only 
one  foot  and  may  have 
summered  locally.  Pan- 
handle sightings  of 
Sanderlings  are  rare,  so  2 
in  Deaf  Smith  24  Jul  (BaP) 
were  noteworthy.  Rare  but 
regular  in  late  spring,  2 
White-rumped  Sandpipers 
at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves  7 
Jun  QPa)  fit  perfectly  with 
the  expected  pattern  of  oc- 
currence. A Purple  Sand- 
piper was  found  again 
near  Port  Isabel,  Cameron 
10-14Jun  (ph.  ScC).  Con- 
sidering the  location  of 
the  bird,  it  seems  likely 
that  it  is  the  same  individ- 
ual that  wintered  in  the 
area.  The  majority  of  dow- 
itchers  studied  in  cen. 

Texas  appear  to  be  Long- 
billed, so  2 Short-billeds 
in  Temple,  Bell  8 Jul  (ph. 

RP)  were  notable.  An  al- 
ternate-plumaged  female 
Red  Phalarope  was  on 
North  Padre  I.,  Kenedy  4 
Jun  (ph.  PZ). 

A Laughing  Gull  was  at 
L.  Tawakoni,  Vein  Zandt  11 
Jun  (DB,  LB).  Rare  annual 
visitors  to  the  El  Paso  area 
reservoirs,  2 Laughing  Gulls  were  at  McNary 
Res.,  Hudspeth  15  Jul  (BZ).  A first-summer 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  at  Bryan  Beach, 
Brazoria  15  Jul  (ph.  JK)  for  a rare  summer 
record,  though  such  records  are  increasing. 
McIntyre  encountered  8 Bridled  Terns  along  a 
huge  Sargassum  line  just  7 km  offshore  of 
Port  Aransas,  Nueces  1 Jun.  Two  Bridled  Terns 


Reddish  Egrets  are  well  known  for  wandering  inland  during  late  summer  and  fall.  This 
individual  was  an  unexpected  find  in  the  spring  2010  season  at  Belton  Lake,  Bell  County, 
Texas,  where  it  remained  until  at  least  12  July  (here).  Photograph  by  Randy  Pinkston. 


There  are  very  few  records  of  alternate-plumaged  Red  Phalaropes  in  Texas.  This  fetch- 
ing female  was  found  on  the  beach  of  North  Padre  Island,  Kenedy  County,  Texas  on  4 
June  2010.  Photograph  by  Phil Zeigler. 

were  seen  on  the  South  Padre  I.,  Cameron 
pelagic  trip  17  Jul  (EC  et  al).  Least  Terns 
were  in  good  numbers  at  L.  Lewisville,  Denton 
through  the  period,  with  up  to  65  birds,  35- 
40%  of  which  were  juvs.  (KL).  Five  Least 
Terns  at  Greenbclt  L.,  Donley  16  Jun  (BaP) 
were  exceptional.  A count  of  70  Gull-billed 
Terns  at  Brazoria  N.W.R.,  Brazoria  2 Jul  (TM) 
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A very  worn  first-cycle  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  Bryan  Beach,  Brazoria  County,  Texas  1 5 July  201 0 added  to  a handful  of 
summer  records  for  the  species  in  the  state.  Photograph  by  Joseph  Kennedy. 


In  recent  years.  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  has  become  a summer  resident  in  small 
numbers  in  the  central  Davis  Mountains  of  Jeff  Davis  County,  Texas.  Nevertheless,  the 
state  has  had  no  confirmed  breeding  record  since  the  1940s.  An  immature  male  and 
immature  female  arrived  at  feeders  in  Jeff  Davis  County  7 June  201 0 (here  8 July), 
where  adults  had  been  noted  since  April.  Photograph  by  Maryann  Eastman. 


suggested  that  the  local 
nesting  colony  did  well 
this  summer.  A Caspian 
Tern  at  San  Angelo  S.P., 
Tom  Green  12  Jun  O^P) 
was  a late  migrant.  A total 
of  250  Sandwich  Terns 
along  Quintana  Beach, 
Brazoria  23  Jul  (ByS)  was 
an  exceptional  summer 
total.  At  least  18  Black 
Skimmers  were  seen  at 
Falcon  S.R,  Starr  15  Jun 
(MBS). 

DOVES  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

Common  Ground-Doves 
in  Waller  1 Jun  (BFI)  and 
near  Brazos  Bend  S.R,  Fort 
Bend  23  Jul  (JB)  were 
along  the  e.  periphery  of 
the  breeding  range.  An- 
other in  Bosque  3 Jul  was  a 
noteworthy  northerly 
record  (AnH,  RK).  Greater 
Roadrunners  were  espe- 
cially numerous  in  ne. 
Texas,  with  sightings  in 
Freestone,  Flenderson,  Mor- 
ris, Rains,  Rush,  Upshur, 
and  Van  Zandt  (PB).  A 
Chuck-will’s-widow  near 


Kellerville,  Wheeler  31  Jul  (BaP)  was  notewor-  | 
thy.  A Green  Violetear  was  at  Bowie,  Montague  ; 
30  Jun-7  Jul  (tBeS,  ph.  KHe).  Two  fledgling  j' 
Broad-billed  Hummingbirds  were  in  the  Davis  ;■ 
Mts.  Resort,  Jcjff  Davis  7 Jun+  (MEa,  ph.  ME). 

No  nest  was  found,  but  ads.  had  been  present 
since  early  Apr,  and  local  nesting  certainly  oc- 
curred. Nesting  has  been  difficult  to  confirm 
for  this  species  since  the  Big  Bend  records 
from  the  1930s  and  1940s.  Up  to  6 White-  i 

eared  Hummingbirds  were  present  all  period  , 

in  the  Davis  Mts.  Resort  (KB,  ML,  RPi).  Buff- 
bellied  Hummingbirds  are  becoming  regular  [ 
visitors  to  Bastrop,  where  as  many  as  3 fre- 
quented an  Utley  feeder  into  Jul,  including 
one  recent  fledgling  (BEr).  Calliope  Hum- 
mingbirds were  early  arrivals  in  El  Paso,  El  ■ 

Paso  5 Jul  0Pa)i  at  Clapp  Park,  Lubbock  17  Jul  . 

(AnH,  AvH),  and  in  Canyon,  Randall  24-25  Jul 
(CE  HS).  Single  Belted  Kingfishers  at  Brazos  j 
Bend  S.R,  Fort  Bend  20  Jul  (GL)  and  at  Hitch-  : 
cock,  Galveston  25  Jul  (AlH)  were  early  mi-  1 
grants.  Ladder-backed  Woodpeckers  in  Waller  ' 
5 Jun  (BH)  and  at  Moore  Ranch,  Fort  Bend  23 
Jun  QB)  were  from  the  e.  periphery  of  the 
species’  range.  A Pileated  Woodpecker  was 
out  of  place  in  Salado,  Bell  5 Jul  (RPi,  BiP). 

FLYCATCHERS 
THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

An  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  observed  at  the  ] 
Independence  Creek  Preserve,  Teirell  19  Jun 
(RK)  at  the  w.  edge  of  the  species’  range.  An- 
other was  seen  and  heard  at  Sandspur  L., 
Wheeler  15  Jul  (BaP).  Early  Least  Elycatchers 
were  present  in  Refugio  14  Jul  (BEr),  near 
Crosbyton,  Crosby  18  Jul  (AnH),  and  near 
Ralls,  Crosby  27  Jul  (KHi).  A Black  Phoebe  on  ! 
South  Padre  I.,  Cameron  14  Jul  (WC)  was  an  !, 
odd  summer  record  for  the  barrier  island.  Ver-  ' 
milion  Elycatchers  in  Annstrong  3 Jun  (DSm) 
and  in  Crosby  11  Jul  were  noteworthy  (KHi). 

Eor  the  first  summer  in  a few  years,  no 
Dusky-capped  Elycatchers  were  reported  in 
the  upper  Chisos  Mts.,  Brewster.  Making  up  || 
for  this  was  their  strong  continued  presence  ^ 
in  the  Davis  Mts.,  Jeff  Davis,  with  nine  territo- 
ries found  in  the  upper  elevations  there  (ML). 

A Brown-crested  Elycatcher  on  the  edge  of  its 
range  was  observed  at  Independence  Creek  ' 
Preserve,  Terrell  19  Jun  (RK).  A Great  j 
Kiskadee  at  Greenbelt  L.,  Donley  12-16  Jun 
(BaP,  m.ob.)  provided  just  the  2nd  record  for 
the  Panhandle.  A Tropical  Kingbird  was  not-  I 
ed  near  Petronila,  Nueces  9 Jul  (BEr).  A 
Cassin’s  Kingbird  was  at  Cornudas,  Hudspeth  i 
1 Jul  QPa)-  where  the  open  grasslands  do  not 
provide  appropriate  nesting  habitat.  An  imm. 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  near  Ft.  Hancock  15 
Jul  (BZ)  was  just  the  3rd  for  Hudspeth  and  the 
first  in  the  county  since  1989.  ' 
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Bell’s  Vireos  were  reported  in  e.  Texas  in 
Harrison  4 (DB,  LB)  & 27  Jun  (LP),  as  well  as 
in  Lamar  19  Jul  (LP).  A singing  Bell’s  Vireo  at 
White  River  L.,  Crosby  18  Jul  (AnH)  was  note- 
worthy for  the  South  Plains.  A Yellow-green 
Vireo  was  singing  at  Santa  Ana  N.W.R.,  Hidal- 
go 19  Jun  (TB).  Another  bird  was  at  Resaca  de 
la  Palma  S.P.,  Cameron  2 Jul  (fide  MGu).  At 
least  3 Green  Jays  continued  around  Utopia, 
Uvalde  into  Jul  for  the  first  summering  reports 
there  (fide  MHe).  Two  Brovra  Jays  persisted  at 
Salineno,  Stan  10  Jun  (tHH);  hopefully,  this 
species  will  regain  its  tiny  foothold  in  the 
state.  Eight  Fish  Crows  observed  at  the  Atas- 
cosita  Landfill  6 Jun  (KHa)  implies  the  Hanis 
population  is  stable  or  possibly  growing.  A 
juv.  Horned  Lark  was  noted  at  John  Bunker 
Sands  Wetlands,  Kaufman  15  Jul  (RR).  An  ad. 
Tree  Swallow  was  observed  with  an  imm.  at  a 
private  lake  in  Washington  11  Jun  (DV,  KHa), 
providing  a rare  Central  Brazos  Valley  summer 
record  and  one  of  the  few  suggesting  breeding. 
Following  last  year’s  first  nesting  record  for 
the  U.T.C.,  a pair  of  Tree  Swallows  was  ob- 
served at  a nest  cavity  at  Brazos  Bend  S.P., 
Bend  3-6  Jun  (ph.  GL),  and  pair  with  fledg- 
lings was  noted  at  Armand  Bayou  Nature  Cen- 
ter, Hanis  10  Jul  (MHo,  MK,  GB).  Cave  Swal- 
lows continue  to  be  found  in  increasing  num- 
bers on  the  South  Plains  and  in  East  Texas. 
This  species  appears  to  be  well  established  in 
the  former  area,  and  there  were  several  family 
groups  in  cen.  Cherokee  during  the  season 
(BW),  and  at  least  6,  including  at  least  one 
fledged  juv.,  were  at  Alazan  Bayou  W.M.A., 
Nacogdoches  9 Jul  (DW). 

NUTHATCHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A White-breasted  Nuthatch  made  a very  un- 
expected summer  appearance  in  far  s.  Bexar  8 
Jun  (ph.  TS,  CS).  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  is  an 
irregular  summer  resident  on  the  U.T.C.,  so  2 
at  Spring  Creek  Park,  Harris  6 Jun  (KHa)  and 
one  in  Beaumont,  Jefferson  13  Jul  (MR)  were 
notable.  A pair  of  Gray  Catbirds  with  a fledg- 
ling at  Sandspur  L.,  Wheeler  15  Jul  (BaP)  was 
s.  of  the  known  breeding  populations  in  the 
ne.  Panhandle.  Gray  Catbirds  continue  to  col- 
onize areas  of  the  U.T.C.  Seven  were  at  Sylvan 
Rodriguez  Park,  Hanis  1 1 Jun  (BR),  3 were  in 
Pearland,  Brazoria  12  Jun  (BE),  and  one  was 
at  Houston’s  Willow  Waterhole,  Harris  19  Jun 
OSc).  A Brown  Thrasher  near  Chappell  Hill, 
Washington  11  Jun  (DV,  KHa)  provided  a rare 
local  summer  record.  Remnants  of  a strong 
showing  this  spring,  at  least  20  Cedar 
Waxwings  were  still  in  Leander,  Williamson 
14  Jun  (ByS). 

A Yellow  Warbler  at  Sea  Center  Texas'  in 
Lake  Jackson,  Brazoria  3 Jun  (TM,  JE)  was  on 
the  late  side.  A very  early  migrant  Black- 


throated  Green  Warbler  was  found  in 
Matagorda  6 Jul  (BFr).  Very  hard  to  categorize 
was  a Townsend’s  Warbler  at  Feather  L.,  El 
Paso,  El  Paso  10  Jul  QSp);  however,  this  was 
not  the  first  local  Jul  record.  A singing  Black- 
burnian Warbler  in  Austin,  Travis  10  Jun 
QMu)  was  well  after  the  normal  migration  pe- 
riod for  the  species.  Far  less  than  annual  in 
cen.  Texas,  a Prairie  Warbler  on  Ft.  Hood,  Bell 
1 Jun  (ph.  MGa)  was  a nice  find.  A Prothono- 
tary  Warbler  at  Pintail  L.,  Santa  Ana  N.W.R., 
Hidalgo  24  Jun  (TB)  was  far  from  known 
breeding  locations.  A late,  singing  Ovenbird 
was  at  White  Rock  L,  Dallas  9 Jun  (CR).  An 
early  migrant  Hooded  Warbler  was  in  Port 
O’Connor,  Calhoun  25  Jul  (BFr).  A pair  of 
Painted  Redstarts  feeding  young  at  a nest  was 
discovered  in  McKittrick  Canyon,  Guadalupe 
Mountains  N.P.,  Culberson  27  Jun-1  Jul  Okfl 
WR,  m.ob.),  providing  a 2nd  nesting  record 
for  the  park. 

A singing  Olive  Sparrow  in  far  sw.  Kimble 
24  Jul  (ph.  CC,  KS,  DD,  RH)  was  farther  n. 
into  the  Edwards  Plateau  than  is  expected.  A 
Bachman’s  Sparrow  heard  in  Smith  6 Jun  (LP) 
was  of  particular  interest,  as  previous  reports 
from  Northeast  Texas  have  been  confined  to 
Gus  Engling  W.M.A.,  Anderson.  A pair  of 
Black-throated  Sparrows  with  one  juv.  near 
Robertson,  Crosby  20  Jun  (ph.  ML)  provided 
a rare  nesting  record  for  the  county.  A very 
late  lingering  Song  Sparrow  was  reported  at 
Greenbelt  L.,  Donley  16  Jun  (BaP).  One  of  the 
more  unexpected  finds  of  the  season  was  an 
ad.  White-crowned  Sparrow  in  El  Paso,  El 
Paso  6-7  Jul  (ph.,  JPa)  that  provided  the  first 
Jul  record  for  the  Trans-Pecos. 

A singing  Scarlet  Tanager  lingered  near  Ut- 
ley, Bastrop  until  at  least  11  Jun  (BFr).  Black- 
headed Grosbeak  is  not  known  to  breed  in  El 
Paso,  so  3 found  between  7 & 16  Jul  was  un- 
usual and  ahead  of  expected  arrival  dates  for 
migrants  (BZ,  JSp,  JPa).  A Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  was  all  the  way  s.  to  near  Laguna 
Atascosa  N.W.R.,  Cameron  29  Jul  (MaC).  A 
Bronzed  Cowbird  at  Rita  Blanca  L.,  Hartley  12 
Jun  (CP)  provided  a rare  record  for  the  Pan- 
handle. A great  find  was  an  ad.  male  Scott’s 
Oriole  in  s.  Tanant  1 Jun  (BY).  Most  unex- 
pected was  a flock  of  4 Red  Crossbills,  in- 
cluding one  ad.  male,  in  El  Paso,  El  Paso  5 Jul 
(BZ).  Two  Pine  Siskins  were  in  Canyon,  Ran- 
dall 27  Jun,  with  one  remaining  through  6 Jul 
(CP),  where  the  species  is  a very  rare  breeder. 
An  alternate-plumaged  male  American 
Goldfinch  in  Tanant  4 Jul  (RC,  m.ob.)  was  an 
unexpected  find. 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Keith  Arnold,  John  Arvin,  Peter  Barnes, 
Gaye  Batiz,  John  Berner,  David  Brotherton, 
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Brush,  Kelly  Bryan,  Winnie  Burkett,  Eric  Car- 
penter (Central  Texas:  5604  Southwest  Park- 
way #2222,  Austin,  Texas  78735.  email: 
ecarpe@gmail.com).  Will  Carter,  Ray  Chan- 
cellor, Matt  Colbert  (MaC),  Scarlet  Colley 
(ScC),  Fred  Collins,  Steve  Collins  (StC),  Cody 
Conway,  Greg  Cook,  Mel  Cooksey  (MeC),  D. 
D.  Currie  (North-Central  Texas:  2703  Colleen 
Dr.,  Arlington,  TX  76016.  email: 
ddbirder@sbcglobal.net).  Drew  Dickert,  Marc 
Eastman  (MEa),  Maryann  Eastman,  Gil  Eck- 
rich.  Bill  Eley,  Jerry  Eppner,  Ted  Eubanks,  Tim 
Pennell,  Connie  Pordham,  Bobbye  Prazier 
(BoP),  Brush  Freeman  (BFr),  Bert  Frenz  (East 
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(KHa),  Kirk  Healy  (KHe),  Susan  Heath,  Mitch 
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Hewetson  (AnH)  (Northwest  Texas:  4407 
36th  St.,  Lubbock  TX  79414.  email:  terrverts 
@yahoo.com),  Aveline  Hewetson  (AvH),  Kelly 
Himmel  (KHi),  Bob  Honig,  Maggie  Honig, 
Martha  Hood  (MHo),  Huck  Hutchens,  Harri- 
sonjordan,  Joe  Kennedy,  Rich  Kostecke,  Mark 
Kramer,  Harvey  Laas,  Greg  Lavaty  Dell  Little, 
Keith  Lockhart,  Mark  Lockwood,  Connie 
McIntyre,  Jon  McIntyre  QMc).  Brad  McKin- 
ney, Stennie  Meadours,  Tom  Morris,  Jeff 
Mundy  QMu),  Irene  Oatman,  Jay  Packer 
(JaP),Jim  Paton  (JPa)  (Trans-Pecos:  4325  Boy 
Scout  Lane,  El  Paso,  TX  79922.  email:  jnpaton 
@att.net),  Barrett  Pierce  (BaP),  Bill  Pinkston 
(BiP),  Randy  Pinkston  (RPi),  Carl  Poldrack, 
Linda  Price,  Ross  Rasmussen,  Janet  Rathjen 
(JRa),  Jan  Risser  0R')>  XVill  Risser,  Brandan 
Robertson,  Mike  Rogan,  Chris  Runk,  Kelley 
Sampeck,  John  Schneider  QSc),  Heidi  Schoen- 
hals,  Polly  Schulle  (PSc),  Willie  Sekula 
(South  Texas:  7063  Co.  Rd.  228,  Palls  City,  TX 
78113-2627.  email:  wsekula@COPPER.NET), 
Dana  Simon  (DSi),  Dale  Smith  (DSm),  John 
Sproul  (JSp),  Betty  Stone  (BeS),  Bob  Stone 
(BoS),  Byron  Stone  (ByS),  Carla  Stone,  Tim 
Stone,  Mary  Beth  Stowe  (MBS),  Paul  Sunby 
(PSu),  Steve  Synder,  Susan  Thrower,  Justin 
Valleau,  Darrell  Vollert,  Ron  Weeks  (Upper 
Texas  Coast:  110  Indian  Warrior,  Lake  Jack- 
son,  TX  77566.  email:  ronweeks@sbcglobal. 
net),  Becky  Whisenant,  David  Wolf,  Adam 
Wood,  Terry  Woodward,  Ben  Yandell,  Phil 
Zeigler,  Barry  Zimmer, 


Mark  W.  Lockwood,  402  East  Harriet  Avenue 
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Ron  Weeks,  110  Indian  Warrior 

lake  Jackson,  Texas  77566  (ronweeks@sbcglobal.net) 
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June  really  felt  like  summer  in  Colorado, 
with  much  above-average  temperatures  in 
the  southeastern  quadrant  and  above-nor- 
mal temperatures  in  other  parts.  In  Wyoming, 
only  the  southwestern  corner  shared  Col- 
orado’s above-normal  temperature  average, 
with  the  remainder  of  the  state  ranked  near  or 
below  normal.  In  Colorado,  June  precipita- 
tion was  below  normal  in  much  of  the  state 
excepting  the  north-central  (above  normal) 
and  western  portions  (near  normal.)  Much  of 
Wyoming  had  above-normal  precipitation  for 
June,  with  the  western  and  south-central  por- 
tions much  above  normal. 

July  was  also  warm  in  Colorado,  with  most 
of  the  state  ranked  above  normal  for  the 
month  in  that  department.  Fortunately,  Col- 
orado’s statewide  July  precipitation  ranking 
was  near  normal,  with  the  southeast  seeing 
above-normal  precipitation  for  the  month. 
Wyoming’s  statewide  July  temperature  rating 
was  near  normal,  but  precipitation  was  below 
normal  for  all  but  the  southeastern  quarter  of 
the  state.  The  Region  saw  little  overall  change 
in  drought  categorization  through  the  season. 
The  most  parched  areas,  restricted  to  western 
Wyoming,  improved  a bit,  with  all  severe 
drought  categorization  absent  and  moderate 
drought  coverage  shrinking. 

Efforts  on  behalf  of  the  second  Colorado 
Breeding  Bird  Atlas  continue  to  increase  our 
knowledge  of  summering  birds  in  the  state. 
Of  particular  interest  are  species  with  ex- 
panding ranges,  and  several  examples  in  this 
category  were  documented  this  season.  Most 
dramatic  was  the  discovery  of  a small  popula- 
tion of  Black-chinned  Sparrows,  a species 
with  only  one  previously  accepted  Colorado 
record.  The  saga  of  breeding  White-winged 
Crossbills  in  suburban  Fort  Collins  hnally 


wound  down  near  the  end  of  June  after  a 217- 
day  tenure.  No  reports  were  received  directly 
from  Wyoming  contributors  this  season;  we 
welcome  news  from  the  talented  and  dedicat- 
ed birders  we  know  are  up  there! 

Abbreviations:  Crow  Valley  (Crow  Valley 
Campground,  Pawnee  National  Grassland, 
Weld);  Eldorado  Mountain  (Eldorado  Moun- 
tain Open  Space,  Boulder).  “West  Slope”  de- 
notes locations  w.  of  the  Rockies.  Because 
most  rarities  are  seen  by  multiple  observers, 
only  the  observer(s)  initially  hnding  and 
identifying  the  bird  are  noted.  Undocumented 
reports  from  Colorado  of  Colorado  Bird 
Records  Committee  (C.B.R.C.)  review  species 
(<www.cfo-link.org>)  are  summarized  at  the 
end  of  this  report. 

DUCKS  THROUGH 
GODWITS 

A male  Wood  Duck  at  Williams  Creek  Res. 
21  Jun  QB)  provided  for  a rare  Hinsdale 
record.  A Common  Goldeneye  was  at  Pueblo 
Res.,  Pueblo  10  Jun  (RM),  and  a Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  was  near  Canon  City,  Fremont  24 
Jul  (S.  Moss).  A female-plumaged  Red-breast- 
ed Merganser  turned  up  at  Blue  Mesa  Res., 
Gunnison  20  Jun  (CW).  A plethora  of  loons 
lingered  into  the  season,  with  some  spending 
the  whole  summer.  A Pacihe  Loon  spent  the 
season  conducting  its  wing  molt  at  McIntosh 
Res.,  Boulder  10  Jul+  (M.  63:  M.  Blatchley), 
while  as  many  as  9 Common  Loons  were  not- 
ed in  Colorado,  including  up  to  4 at  Jumbo 
Res.,  Logan/Sedgwick  (ph.  TRL,  m.ob.).  Oth- 
er Common  Loons  were  scattered  in  the  mts., 
where  not  regular,  at  Crawford  Res.,  Delta  16- 
27  Jun  (B.  Bradley),  at  Blue  Mesa  Res.,  Gun- 
nison 20-23  Jun  (CW),  at  Grand  L.,  Grand  24 
Jun  (2;  T.  Deininger),  and  near  La  Veta,  Huer- 
fano 21  Jul  (B.  Jensen).  An  alternate- 
plumaged  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Walden  Res., 
Jackson  8-28  Jun  (BKP,  C.  Steinkamp)  was  in 
the  most  Wyoming-like  of  Colorado  coun- 
ties— perhaps  suggestive  of  a bird  attempting 
to  breed  among  the  hordes  of  Eared  Grebes  at 
the  site.  A Clark’s  Grebe  was  at  abnormally 
high  elevation  at  North  Lake,  Summit  8 Jun 
(].  Roller).  A Least  Bittern  was  an  excellent 
find  at  Thurston  Res.,  Prowers  21  Jun  (DAL). 
A Snowy  Egret  at  Grand  Junction,  Mesa  26 
Jun  (L.  Arnold)  was  on  the  West  Slope, 


where  the  species  is  uncommon,  particularly 
in  summer. 

An  ad.  Northern  Goshawk  near  Florence, 
Fremont  17  Jun  (RM)  was  at  a lower-than-typ-  • 
ical  elevation  for  summer  in  the  area.  Broad- 
winged Hawk  put  in  an  unprecedented  sum- 
mer showing  this  year.  An  ad.  was  at  Eldora- 
do Mountain,  Boulder  4 Jun  (CN)  followed  by 
2 birds  at  higher  elevation  at  Brainerd  L., 
Boulder  19  Jun  (CN)  and  one  at  Bear  Creek, 
Boulder  18  Jul  (T.  Floyd).  Another  was  at 
Chatfield  S.P.,  Jefferson  6 Jun  (HK). 

A Black-necked  Stilt  visiting  Fruitgrowers 
Res.,  Delta  9 Jun  (E.  Horn)  provided  a rare 
West  Slope  record.  A Greater  Yellowlegs  at 
Nucla,  Montrose  15  Jun  (CD)  was  between 
typical  spring  and  fall  migration  windows. 
Taiga-breeding  migrants  such  as  this  rarely 
appear  so  early  in  the  month.  Two  Solitary 
Sandpipers  at  Livermore,  Larimer  29  Jun  (LS) 
were  clearly  southbound  migrants.  Four 
Long-billed  Curlews  along  Hwy.  6 in  w.  Wash- 
ington 19  Jun  (LS,  TRL,  S.  Mlodinow)  were  on 
the  early  side  for  fall  migrants,  and  the  species 
is  not  known  to  breed  in  the  area.  Three  oth- 
ers were  described  as  “displaying”  at  Brewster 
Ridge,  Mesa  29  Jun;  a week  earlier,  5 Marbled 
Godwits  were  at  Highline  S.P.,  Mesa  22  Jul 
(both  KM,  H.  Traylor,  R.  Frank), 

TERNS  THROUGH 
FLYCATCHERS 

An  ad.  Arctic  Tern  was  documented  from  Jim 
Hamm  Pond,  Boulder  13  Jun  (BKP);  the  tim- 
ing is  within  the  range  of  dates  of  late  spring 
migrants.  The  only  Caspian  Tern  of  the  sea- 
son was  found  12  Jun  at  Delta,  Delta  (D.  Gar- 
rison) on  the  West  Slope  where  particularly 
odd  in  summer.  A Black  Tern  at  L.  Cata- 
mount, Routt  27  Jun  (TL)  may  have  been  the 
hrst  of  the  fall  migrants  away  from  the  few 
Colorado  breeding  areas. 

Fifteen  White-winged  Doves  were  scat-  ■ 
tered  across  the  state  (eight  sites  in  seven 
counties).  A Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  well 
documented  on  private  property  in  Weld  8 
Jun  (acc.;  CW).  Burrowing  Owl  populations 
and  range  have  declined  precipitously  on  Col- 
orado’s West  Slope,  so  the  4+  at  Sand  Wash 
Basin  (DH)  and  the  single  at  Maybell  (TL), 
both  in  Moffat,  provide  some  positive  news.  A 
Short-eared  Owl  at  Maybell  during  the  sum- 
mer  (DH)  made  for  a rare  seasonal  West  Slope  > 


^ A Mississippi  Kite  seems  to  be  flirting  with  colonizing  El  Paso.  This  season,  a male  and  a female  were  seen  together  at  i 
JfiFountain  1 Jul  (M.  O'Brien  et  ai.),  and  singles  were  noted  in  Colorado  Springs  8 (T.  Bulow)  & 31  Jul  (K.  Carragher).The  ' 
Fountain  sighting  follows  a spring  sighting  of  2 ads.  not  far  away  at  Chico  Basin  Ranch.  In  e.  Colorado,  the  species' breeding 
range  has  changed  irregularly,  being  static  for  years  at  a time  but  with  sudden  expansions  into  new  localities.  Since  the  time 

of  the  first  Colorado  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  (the  state  is  on  its  second,  now),  Mississippi  Kite  has  colonized  the  towns  of  Holyoke,  ■' 

PM/ps  and  Sterling,  logon.  Is  Fountain  next? 
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occurrence.  Four  Chimney  Swifts  at  Castle 
Rock,  Douglas  5 Jun  (GW)  were  locally  rare 
and  at  an  elevation  somewhat  higher  than 
usual.  A female  Black-chinned  Hummingbird 
was  reported  from  a private  residence  near 
Hwy.  52  in  w.  Weld  for  “about  two  weeks” 
(fide  BS);  if  correct,  the  bird  was  both  n.  and 
e.  of  typical  range.  A male  was  noted  w.  of  Liv- 
ermore 1 Jul  (T.  Hall)  for  a rare  Larimer 
record,  and  another  graced  feeders  in  Steam- 
boat Springs,  Routt  25  Jul  (TL).  A female 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  captured  at  Estes 
Park  8 Jun  (S.  Rashid)  had  been  banded  at  the 
site  as  an  ad.  in  2001,  so  had  attained  an  age 
of  at  least  10  years!  The  first  of  the  swarms  of 
migrant  Rufous  Hummingbirds,  an  ad.  male, 
was  noted  23  Jun  at  Grand  Junction  (A. 
Robinsong).  A female  Acorn  Woodpecker  at 
Colorado  Springs  20-22  Jul  (B.  Schaefer) 
made  for  some  happy  El  Paso  birders.  A Red- 
bellied  Woodpecker  at  Campbell,  Campbell 
19  Jul  (eBird;  W.  Mueller)  provided  a very 
rare  ne.  Wyoming  record. 

If  accepted  by  the  C.B.R.C.,  a singing  East- 
ern Wood-Pewee  at  Grandview  Cemetery, 
Port  Collins  13  Jun  (BKP)  would  be  the  first 
for  heavily  birded  Larimer.  Summer  Least  Fly- 
catchers in  Colorado  are  enigmatic.  Males  oc- 
casionally establish  territories  in  various  sites, 
although  documented  nesting  attempts  are 
few.  This  past  summer,  a male  sang  persist- 
ently at  Rye,  Pueblo  1 Jun-5  Jul  (DS).  One  at 
Haxtun,  Phillips  31  Jul  (CW)  was  considered 
a somewhat  early  fall  migrant.  A Cordilleran 
Flycatcher  at  Crow  Valley,  Weld  8 Jun  (CW) 
was  a tardy  spring  migrant.  Westerly  was  an 
Eastern  Phoebe  at  McCabe  Meadows  Trail, 
Douglas  10  Jun  (KM).  An  Ash-throated  Ply- 
catcher  at  Eldorado  Mountain  6 Jun  (C. 
Kwong)  was  about  120  km  n.  of  the  species’ 
typical  Pront  Range  breeding  distribution. 
Away  from  the  Eastern  Plains,  Eastern  King- 
bird is  a localized  breeder  across  various 
mesic  montane  valleys  in  w.  Colorado;  one 
discovered  near  McCoy,  Eagle  20  Jun  (T.  & K. 
McConnell)  was  at  a new  location. 

VIREOS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Gray  Vireo  is  a very  local  and  erratic  breeder 
in  low-elevation  pinon-juniper  habitat  in  the 
se.  portion  of  Colorado,  so  it  was  interesting 
that  the  species  was  found  in  good  numbers 
there  this  summer.  One  was  detected  near 


Higbee,  Otero  16  Jun  (DAL),  and  a breeding 
area  that  included  at  least  7 singing  males  was 
noted  in  Long  Canyon,  Las  Animas  22  Jun  (D. 
Nelson,  S.  Oswald).  An  incredible  3 Yellow- 
throated  Vireos  were  found  during  the  sum- 
mer: at  Crow  Valley  1 Jun  (R.  Sparks),  at 
Chatfield  S.P.,  Jefferson  4 Jun  (D.  Cameron), 
and  one  along  Beaver  Cr.,  Gunnison  26  Jul 
(CD,  BW),  the  5th  for  w.  Colorado.  Red-eyed 
Vireo  is  of  sporadic  occurrence  in  summer  in 
e.  Colorado,  possibly  (but  rarely  proven  to 
be)  a local  breeder.  The  13  individuals  seen 
across  that  region  this  season  (m.ob.)  was 
many  more  than  typical. 

Establishing  a first  for  Routt,  and  a very  rare 
record  for  w.  Colorado,  a Blue  Jay  was  in  Hay- 
den 2 Jun  (D.  Sweetzer,  N.  Merrill,  TL).  Al- 
though a local  Colorado  breeder  in  montane 
areas  mostly  w.  of  104°  W,  Purple  Martins  are 
very  rare  on  the  Eastern  Plains.  Very  unusual, 
especially  for  the  season,  was  the  report  of  2 
males  in  Centennial,  Arapahoe  7 Jul  (S.  Lar- 
son). Carolina  Wren  occasionally  establishes 
territories  at  various  sites  along  the  Pront 
Range  and  in  e.  Colorado,  so,  though  rare,  2 
singing  birds  in  Boulder  1-4  Jun  (BS,  S.  Prye) 
and  another  in  Ovid,  Sedgwick  4 Jul  (NK) 
were  not  that  unexpected.  Quite  late  for  the 
plains  was  a Veery  in  s.  Weld  8 Jun  (CW). 

Crow  Valley  hosted  a very  late,  singing 
male  Golden-winged  Warbler  8 Jun  (CW). 
Summer  Tennessee  Warblers  are  very  unusu- 
al, and  West  Slope  individuals  are  very  rare  at 
any  season,  so  the  singing  male  along  the 
Colorado  R.  near  the  Utah  state  line  in  Mesa 
8 Jun  is  of  great  interest  0-  Beason).  Two 
male  Northern  Parulas  were  in  Boulder,  one 
in  the  city  proper  9-13  Jun  (R.  Trinkner),  the 
other  in  Doudy  Draw  12  Jun  (J.  Tumasonis, 
D.  Zmolek).  Grace’s  Warblers  are  common 
breeders  across  the  Ponderosa  Pine  belt  of  sw. 
Colorado  but  are  localized  and  rarely  show  fi- 
delity to  territories  in  se.  Colorado.  Only  one 
was  found  this  season,  in  Ideal  Canyon, 
Huerfano  12  Jun  (T.  Smart,  A.  HilO,  near  a 
site  occupied  in  2002  but  not  since.  Although 
still  on  the  Colorado  review  list.  Pine  War- 
bler observations  have  been  increasing  great- 
ly in  frequency  to  the  point  where  the  species 
is  being  considered  for  removal  from  that  list. 
Most  records  come  from  late  fall  and  winter, 
and  there  are  only  two  previous  records  in 
summer,  plus  one  photographed  6 Aug  2005 


(acc.;  TRL),  still  in  mostly  juv.  plumage.  (The 
closest  known  breeding  locations  are  cen. 
Arkansas  and  ne.  Minnesota.)  To  add  to  the 
confusion,  a first-year  female  Pine  Warbler 
retaining  some  juv.  plumage  was  pho- 
tographed at  Ovid  4 Jul  (NK).  A Prairie  War- 
bler, the  30th  for  Colorado,  visited  Crow  Val- 
ley 7-8  Jun  (G.  Lefko,  CW,  NK).  Somewhat 
late  was  the  Blackpoll  Warbler  at  the  same  lo- 
cation 4 Jun  (DAL).  Noteworthy  was  the  ter- 
ritorial male  Ovenbird  in  Archuleta  1-30  Jun 
(SA,  B.  Byron). 

TOWHEES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Green-tailed  Towhee  in  s.  Weld  12  Jun 
(MM)  was  an  unusually  late  migrant,  as  the 
species  only  nests  as  far  e.  as  the  Front  Range 
foothills.  Very  late  was  a Pink-sided  Junco  in 
s.  Weld  12  Jun  (MM).  If  identihed  correctly, 
an  Oregon  Junco  at  Colorado  Springs,  El  Paso 
30  Jul  0-  Nelson)  would  be  without  prece- 
dent in  summer.  A late,  singing  male  Summer 
Tanager  brightened  Colorado  City,  Pueblo  1 
Jun  (DS).  Late  and  far  w.  were  the  male  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks  at  Nucla  2-4  Jun  (CD, 
BW)  and  at  Grand  Junction  5 Jun  (R.  Wood- 
ward). Indigo  Buntings  staged  a surprising  in- 
vasion into  w.  Colorado  during  the  period, 
with  no  fewer  than  6 territorial  males  detect- 
ed from  Gunnison,  Mesa,  and  Delta:  the 
species  generally  breeds  regularly  in  Colorado 
only  along  the  Front  Range  and  the  South 
Platte  Valley  and  Arkansas  River  Valley.  A 
Scott’s  Oriole  was  photographed  near  the  n. 
extremity  of  its  Regional  range  at  Sand  Wash 
Basin  11  Jun  (DH).  Remaining  from  fall  2009, 
at  least  one  White-winged  Crossbill,  a female, 
was  still  present  217  days  later  at  Grandview 
Cemetery,  where  last  observed  26  Jun  (DAL  et 
al.).  Potentially  a harbinger  of  things  to  come, 
Evening  Grosbeaks,  an  irruptive  and  localized 
breeder  across  montane  portions  of  Colorado, 
were  observed  “low”  during  late  Jul.  A juv. 
was  at  Franktown,  Douglas  27  Jul  (HK),  and 
a male  was  in  Colorado  Springs  on  the  same 
date  0-  Lake). 

Undocumented  rarities:  We  do  not  above  in- 
clude undocumented  Colorado  reports  of  re- 
view species;  such  reports  this  season  includ- 
ed: Brown  Pelican  in  Hinsdale  and  Mesa:  Least 
Bittern  in  Larimer,  Common  Black-Hawk  in 
Delta:  Laughing  Gull  in  Was/iington;  Inca  Dove 
in  Phillips:  Black-billed  Cuckoo  in  Logan:  Less- 
er Nighthawk  in  Montrose:  Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher in  Lincoln:  Philadelphia  Vireo  in  Boul- 
der, Carolina  Wren  in  Sedgwick;  Wood  Thrush 
in  Logan,  Pueblo,  and  Weld:  Bendire’s  Thrasher 
in  the  San  Luis  Valley;  Pine  Warbler  in  El  Paso 
and  Sedgwick:  Prairie  Warbler  in  Weld;  and  He- 
patic Tanager  in  Las  Animas. 


C A The  summer's  most  exciting  news  was  the  discovery  of  5 Black-chinned  Sparrows,  including  birds  of  both  sexes, 
^Mphotographed  on  private  property  in  La  Plata  28  Jun-10  Jul  during  atlas  work  [fide  IS).  There  is  only  one  previously 
accepted  record  of  the  species  for  Colorado,  and  that  from  the  se.  in  Prowers,  though  there  have  been  several  reports  of 
singing  birds  from  w.  Colorado  that  were  almost  certainly  correct.  Because  the  species  breeds  in  n.-cen.  New  Mexico,  a few 
Colorado  birders  have  been  scouring  suitable  habitat  for  breeding  birds  at  various  southern-county  locations  for  more  than 
seven  years.  This  season's  record  should  encourage  even  more  scouring! 
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Idaho  & Western  Montana 


David  Trochlell 


Perhaps  the  summer  of  2010  will  be  best 
remembered  for  near-record  cool,  wet 
weather  in  June,  with  all  of  the  atten- 
dant weather  events — high  winds,  rain,  hail, 
and  snow — usually  seen  in  spring.  The  Boze- 
man area  in  southwestern  Montana,  for  in- 
stance, reported  the  wettest  June  in  at  least  a 
decade  and  suffered  a violent  storm  with 
hailstones  of  up  to  6.5  cm  dia-meter  on  30 
June.  These  adverse  conditions  markedly  de- 
layed bird  migration  and  doubtless  took  a 
heavy  toll  on  early  nesters.  Creeks  and  rivers 
swollen  by  melting  snowpack,  and  rain-hlled 
irrigation  reservoirs,  meant  minimal  shore- 
line habitats  available  for  returning  shore- 
birds.  To  almost  everyone’s  relief,  July 
brought  near-normal  temperatures  and  the 
beginning  of  summer-like  conditions  to  the 
Region. 

Abbreviation:  latilong  (area  encompassed  by 
one  degree  latitude  and  one  degree  longitude, 
used  in  mapping  bird  distribution  in  both 
Idaho  and  Montana). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A report  of  up  to  6 Red-breasted  Mergansers 
at  Ennis  L.,  MT  11-18  Jun  (EH)  was  notewor- 
thy, as  the  species  is  unexpected  in  summer. 
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An  attempted  nesting  by  Red-necked  Grebes 
in  Bozeman  1 Jun-19  Jul  (EH)  was  signifi- 
cant, because  it  represented  an  unprecedent- 
ed range  extension  in  Montana.  Although 
now  nearly  annual  in  Montana,  Great  Egrets 
in  Lake  26  Jun  (BR)  and  Warm  Springs  29  Jun 
(GS)  were  interesting,  as  they  are  scarce  in  w. 
valleys.  The  bird  of  the  season  was  a Crested 
Caracara  near  Hot  Springs,  MT  8 Jun  (fide 
JM),  which  provided  a hrst  record  for  Mon- 
tana and  a 2nd  for  the  Region.  This  report  was 
especially  interesting  because  a Crested 
Caracara  was  documented  only  five  months 
previously  in  s.  Idaho. 

A rare  Red  Knot  photographed  near  Chal- 
ks 13  Jun  (ph.,  tDF)  represented  Idaho’s  4th 
accepted  record  and  a first  for  Latilong  13.  A 
Sanderling,  uncommon  anywhere  in  the  Re- 
gion, was  a good  hnd  at  Sandpoint,  ID  13  Jul 
(ph.  CS).  If  accepted,  an  Arctic  Tern  in  El- 
more 6 Jun  (ph.,  tJC)  will  provide  Idaho’s 
first  confirmed  record.  Vagrant  White- 
winged Doves  made  their  best  showing  ever 
in  the  Region,  with  singles  in  Thompson 
Tails,  MT  18  Jun  OO.  Missoula,  MT  23-24 
Jun  (TT),  and  Nampa,  ID  14-21  Jul  (ph.,  TJH, 
LP).  A Black-billed  Cuckoo  seen  s.  of  Boze- 
man, MT  1 Jul  (AG)  was  significant,  because 
it  represented  the  first  report  of  this  declining 
species  in  the  Gallatin  Valley  in  20  years.  A 
Burrowing  Owl,  rare  and  local  anywhere  in  w. 
Montana,  was  near  Three  Forks  18  Jun  (EH, 
JP,  RW),  where  one  was  discovered  last  year. 
An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  in  Helena  17-18 
Jun  (ph.  BM)  provided  Montana’s  12th 
record.  Another  highlight  of  the  season  was  a 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  discovered  in 
Beaverhead,  MT  11  Jun  (KCu). 


The  Carolina  Wren  present  in  Arlee,  MT 
since  23  Mar  remained  through  15  Jun.  Way- 
ward Northern  Mockingbirds  visited  Bound- 
ary, ID  7 Jun  (SSc)  and  Bozeman,  MT  13  Jun 
QP).  Bewick’s  Wren,  a species  making  an  in- 
credibly speedy  range  extension  in  the  Pa- 
cific Northwest,  made  news  again  when 
fledglings  were  documented  in  Cassia  10  Jul 
(TJC),  representing  a first  breeding  record  in 
Latilong  26  and  all  of  s.  Idaho.  In  a continu- 
ing trend  from  last  year,  reports  of  Tennessee 
Warblers,  a rare  and  local  breeder  in  nw. 
Montana,  were  well  above  the  norm.  Singles 
were  reported  in  Somers  9 Jun  (DC),  at  Tal- 
ly Lake  13  Jun  (DC),  near  Bozeman  25  Jun 
(EH),  in  w.  Glacier  N.R  26  Jun  QCo),  and  in 
e.  Glacier  N.P.  23  Jul  (EH).  An  outbreak  of 
Spruce  Budworm  was  suggested  as  the  prob- 
able factor  in  the  warbler’s  increase.  A North- 
ern Parula  at  Ennis  L.  11  Jun  (ph.,  TEH,  JP) 
was  about  Montana’s  7th  record  and  a first 
for  the  sw.  part  of  the  state.  The  season’s  rare 
warbler  tally  in  Jefferson,  ID  included  a 
Blackpoll  Warbler  5 Jun  (TCW)  and  a Black- 
and-white  Warbler  1 Jun  (BS).  A Black-and- 
white  Warbler  also  showed  up  in  Boise,  ID 
23  Jun  (HK).  Always  rare,  Ovenbirds  ap- 
peared in  Montana  near  Bozeman  17-27  Jun 
(EH,  JP)  and  in  Glacier  N.P.  26-28  Jun  (ph., 
JCo,  BT). 

If  confirmed,  a singing  Clay-colored  Spar- 
row discovered  at  Priest  L.  10  Jul  (PS)  will  be 
Idaho’s  7th  record.  Idaho’s  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks,  rare  but  annual,  were  documented 
in  Cassia  1 Jun  (ph.,  TWK),  Wayan  3 Jun 
(RS),  and  Sun  Valley  7-9  Jun  (ph.,  TPWP).  A 
Blue  Grosbeak,  not  annual,  was  a great  find  in 
Cassia,  ID  1-15  Jun  (KC).  A pair  of  Great- 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


r s The  Sourdough  Nature  Trail  in  s.  Bozeman,  MT  hosted  the  Region's  first  confirmed  nesting  of  a Rose-breasted  Grosbeak. 
DiiAt  this  site,  a male  was  first  noted  on  19  May,  and  this  bird  was  observed  off  and  on  there  throughout  Jun.  In  early  Jul, 
it  was  noted  to  be  paired  with  a female  Black-headed  Grosbeak,  which  was  seen  incubating  eggs  on  a nest.  By  mid-Jul,  hatch- 
lings were  observed  in  the  nest,  and  2 eventually  fledged  27  Jul.  What  makes  this  record  all  the  more  remarkable  is  that  ap- 
parently only  a single  report  of  a Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  x Black-headed  Grosbeak  hybrid  exists  for  the  entire  Region,  and 
according  to  Eugene  M.  McCarthy's  Handbook  of  Avian  Hybrids  of  the  World  (2006),  the  hybridization  zone  for  these  species  is 
relatively  narrow  and  confined  to  the  Great  Plains,  from  Nebraska  to  North  Dakota,  s.  Saskatchewan,  and  s.  Alberta. 
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tailed  Crackles  was  in  Elmore,  ID  8 Jun  OCu), 
where  most  reports  now  originate.  If  accept- 
ed, a Baltimore  Oriole  that  graced  Butte  2-4 
Jun  (ph.,  tJC,  JO)  will  provide  Idaho’s  4th 
record.  The  pair  of  Lesser  Goldfinches  in 
Bozeman  19-20  Jul  (ph.,  tM&MR)  represent- 
ed the  westernmost  record  of  this  pioneering 
species  in  Montana. 


Contributors:  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Kathleen  Cameron,  Jay  Carlisle,  Dan 
Casey,  Josh  Covill  QCo),  Jon  Curd  QCu), 
Kyle  Cutting  (KCu),  Dave  Faike,  Jim  Greaves, 
Andrew  Guttenberg,  Ed  Harper,  Jim  Hol- 
comb, Wallace  Keck,  Harry  Krueger,  Jeff 
Marks,  Bob  Martinka,  Jack  Oar,  John  Parker, 
Leon  Powers,  Miriam  and  Matt  Rognlie,  Bob 


Rost,  Bill  Schiess,  Scott  Schuette  (SSc),  Ruth 
Shea,  Paul  Sieracki,  Shirley  Sturts,  Gary 
Swant,  Charles  Swift,  Bruce  Tannehill,  Terry 
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Wolcott,  Poo  Wright-Pulliam.  I© 
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New  Mexico  I 


Sartor  O.  Williams  III 


Following  a cool  and  wet  spring,  summer 
2010  began  abruptly  hot  and  dry,  al- 
though scattered  rains  later  in  the  sea- 
son eventually  brought  some  relief.  The  sea- 
son was  unusual  for  its  overall  lack  of  bird  ac- 
tivity, mentioned  by  observers  statewide. 
Termed  “silent  summer”  by  one  observer, 
many  species  and  families  were  recorded  in 
unusually  (sometimes  record)  low  numbers, 
but  whether  owing  to  the  cold  spring,  the  hot 
and  dry  June,  or  other  factors  is  not  clear. 
There  were  some  surprises,  however,  includ- 
ing New  Mexico’s  first  Tropical  Kingbirds  at 
the  ninth  hole  of  the  Santa  Teresa  Country 
Club  and  first  Sooty  Tern,  a specimen  sal- 
vaged in  the  Laguna  Grande  area.  Thanks  to 
Bill  Howe  and  John  Parmeter  for  proofreading 
this  report. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.W.R.  (Bitter  Lake 
N.W.R.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache 
N.W.R.);  C.C.N.P  (Carlsbad  Caverns  N.P); 
E.B.L.  (Elephant  Butte  L.);  P.  O.  Canyon  (Post 
Office  Canyon,  Peloncillo  Mts.);  R.G.V.  (Rio 
Grande  Valley);  R.S.  (Rattlesnake  Springs 
area,  Eddy). 


WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  SANDPIPERS 

Redheads  have  nested  more  frequently  in 
New  Mexico  in  recent  decades  than  histori- 
cally, and  there  are  now  records  of  nests  or 
broods  from  eight  counties;  this  season,  a fe- 
male was  tending  young  at  Isleta  Marsh, 
Bernalillo  4 Jul  (DH).  In  n.  Rio  Arriba,  Eared 
Grebes  were  absent  from  Stinking  L.,  but 
Stone  L.  and  Horse  L.  together  had  136  nests 
19  Jul  (DS).  Brown  Pelicans  continued  in  ev- 
idence, with  singles  at  Morgan  L.  2 Jun  (CLB) 
and  B.L.N.W.R.  7 Jul  (S.  Haseltine,  ph.  NS) 
and  up  to  3 at  E.B.L.  on  various  dates  22 
Jun-29  Jul  (ph.  DC,JEP);  2 at  nearby  Cabal- 
!o  L.  13  Jul  (DH)  were  likely  2 of  the  E.B.L. 
birds.  Up  to  three  Least  Bittern  territories 
were  found  24-29  Jun  in  E.B.L.’s  Indian 
Springs  area  (DC),  where  the  species  was  in 
evidence  through  Jul.  Surveys  to  document 
nesting  colonial  waterbirds  in  the  R.G.V  from 
Albuquerque  s.  to  Truth  or  Consequences 
documented  colonies  in  four  areas  in  Bernalil- 
lo, Valencia,  Socorro,  and  Sierra.  One  in  Albu- 
querque’s South  Valley  on  12  Jun  contained  at 
least  six  Snowy  Egret  nests,  seven  Cattle  Egret 
nests,  and  three  Black-crowned  Night-Heron 
nests  T-  Neely).  A heronry  at  Bosque 
Farms  10  Jun  held  17  Snowy  and  33  Cattle 
Egret  nests,  plus  17  Black-crowned  Night- 
Heron  nests  QL).  Three  sub-colonies  in  the 
Cuates  Marsh  area  s.  of  San  Marcial  20  Jun  to- 


gether contained  two  Double-crested  Cor- 
morant nests  and  eight  nests  of  unidentified 
cormorants,  14  nests  of  Great  Blue  Heron,  36 
of  Great  Egret,  56  of  Snowy  Egret,  and  20  of 
Black-crowned  Night- Heron  (RM).  Finally,  a 
colony  at  Indian  Springs  contained  93  nests 
20  Jun,  five  of  Double-crested  Cormorant, 
eight  of  Great  Blue  Heron,  15  of  Great  Egret, 
40  of  Snowy  Egret,  and  10  of  Black-crowned 
Night-Heron  (RM).  An  imm.  Tricolored 
Heron  at  B.L.N.W.R.  30  Jul  QEE  WWi)  pro- 
vided the  only  report.  Unexpected  in  summer, 
a Glossy  Ibis  was  at  Morgan  L.  3 Jun  (ph.  TR). 

Ospreys  fared  poorly  in  their  n.  Rio  Arriba 
stronghold,  where  only  eight  of  20  nests  were 
successful  (DS).  Four  Mississippi  Kites  were 
at  Clayton  9 Jun  (CR),  where  the  species  ap- 
parently now  summers.  All  five  of  New  Mex- 
ico’s known  Bald  Eagle  nests — two  in  Rio  Ar- 
riba and  three  in  Colfax — were  successful  in 
2010  (DS,  HW,  J.  Owens).  Reports  of  Com- 
mon Black-Hawks  continued  in  the  R.G.V  n. 
of  Albuquerque,  with  one  near  Algodones  6 
Jun  QM)  and  another  below  Cochiti  Dam  16 
Jun  (D.  Bleakly).  Noteworthy  for  s.  Doha  Ana 
were  2 Harris’s  Hawks  at  Santa  Teresa  Jun-Jul 
(JNP).  A Gray  Hawk  pair  in  the  Black  R.  area, 
Eddy  was  tending  one  nestling  24  Jun  (HW); 
across  the  state  in  Guadalupe  Canyon,  two 
pairs  continued  in  residence  Jun-Jul,  and  one 
or  more  young  were  reported  (m.ob.).  Note- 
worthy for  Otero,  a Zone-tailed  Hawk  was  at 


A most  improbable  photograph  for  New  Mexico,  this  Elegant  Tern  (New  Mexico's  fourth)  is  accompanied  by  a Least  Tern  and 
two  Arctic  Terns  at  Morgan  Lake,  San  Juan  County  2 June  2010.  Photograph  by  Tim  Reeves. 
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Typically  a higher-elevation,  spruce-fir  species  in  New  Mexico,  this  female  American 
Three-toed  Woodpecker  was  observed  feeding  nestlings  in  a pine  at  an  elevation 
of  2560  meters  near  Glorieta,  Santa  Fe  County  18  June  2010.  Photograph  by 
Jonathan  P.  Batkin. 


Weed  14  Jill  (MB,  ph.  CW). 

Virginia  Rails  in  likely  breeding  habitat  were 
2 at  Taos  9 Jul  (HW),  one  along  upper  Blue- 
water  Cr.,  Zuni  Mts.  7 Jul  (HS),  and  4 in  the 
Sacramento  Mts.  along  the  R.  Penasco  se.  of 
Cloudcroft  10  Jun  (WH).  Common  Moorhens 
were  in  evidence  in  the  R.G.V.  from  Bosque  to 
Percha  Jun-Jul  (m.ob.,  ph.  DC).  High  count 
for  Snowy  Plover  was  108  at  B.L.N.W.R.  9 Jun 
(JS);  six  pairs  were  at  Brantley  L.  23  Jun  (HW), 
and  one  was  nw.  to  Morgan  L.  16-17  Jun  (TR). 
A Mountain  Plover  was  near  White  Lakes,  San- 
ta Fe  3 Jun  (RG);  farther  w,  2 were  on  the 
North  Plains,  Cibola  11  Jun  (DK).  Noteworthy 
for  Eddy  were  65  Black-necked  Stilts  and  30 
American  Avocets  at  Queen  L.,  e.  of  Malaga,  22 
Jul  (SW).  Late  Spotted  Sandpipers  were  one  at 
R.S.  1 Jun  (SOW)  and  2 at  B.L.N.W.R.  9 Jun 
OS).  Returning  Willets  numbered  3 at  Stubble- 
field L.  5 Jul  (M.  Ristow)  and  one  at  E.B.L.  15 
Jul  (DC).  The  earliest  southbound  Upland 
Sandpipers  were  singles  in  the  Pecos  Valley  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  and  Six  Mile  Dam  30  Jul  QEP)- 
Late  were  2 Whiinbrels  at  Holloman  L.  7-8  Jun 
(ph.  MB,  ph.  CW).  Long-billed  Curlews  were 
conspicuous  in  San  Miguel  and  Harding  in  Jun 
(CR),  and  two  pairs  were  s.  to  Caprock  2 Jun 
(SOW);  farther  w,  a pair  was  tending  young  at 
White  Lakes,  Santa  Fe  3 Jun  (RG),  and  one  far 
nw.  to  Morgan  L.  4 Jun  OEP  WWi,  DH)  was 


unusual.  Early  returning 
Marbled  Godwits  were  6 at 
E.B.L.  22  Jun  (ph.  DC)  and 
one  at  Brantley  L.  23  Jun 
(HW).  Nicely  documented 
was  a Semipalmated  Sand- 
piper at  B.L.N.W.R.  31  Jul 
(WWi,  JEP).  Western  Sand- 
pipers returned  in  numbers 
by  the  3rd  week  of  Jul,  in- 
cluding 439  at  B.L.N.W.R.  21 
Jul  OS);  Leasts  returned  earli- 
er, including  377  at  E.B.L.  8 
Jul  (DC).  A Stilt  Sandpiper 
was  early  at  Bosque  10-11  Jul 
OEP,  DH,  CR).  Four  Red- 
necked Phalaropes  lingered  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  9 Jun  OS). 

GULLS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

An  imm.  Laughing  Gull  made 
a one-day  appearance  at 
E.B.L.  8 Jun  (ph.  DC).  Linger- 
ing Franklin’s  Gulls  were  one 
at  Morgan  L.  21  Jun  (TR)  and 
2 at  Brantley  L.  9 Jun  (SW).  A 
California  Gull  wandered  to 
Acomita  L.  11  Jun  (DK).  Pro- 
viding a New  Mexico  first  was 
a Sooty  Tern  specimen  sal- 
vaged 8 Jul  from  a brine  pool  in  the  Laguna 
Grande  area  e.  of  Loving  (C.  Witt,  A.  Johnson). 
A memorable  tern  season  for  the  Four  Corners 
region  found  New  Mexico’s  4th  Elegant  Tern  at 
Morgan  L.  2 Jun  (ph.  WWi,  ph.  CLB,  ph.  TR, 
ph.  MB,  NP),  an  ad.  Arctic  Tern  at  Morgan  L.  1 
Jun  (CLB),  and  2 there  2 Jun  (ph.  CLB,  ph.  TR, 
ph.  MB,  NP),  plus  up  to  3 Least  Terns  at  the 
same  locale  2-10  Jun  (CLB,  WWi,  ph.  TR,  ph. 
MB,  m.ob.).  Other  Least  Terns  of  note  were  2 in 
the  R.G.V.  at  Santo  Domingo  Pueblo  2 Jun  (C. 
Lee);  at  Brantley  L.,  three  pairs  attempted  nest- 
ing by  late  Jun,  but  all  failed  (HW). 

Another  strong  Common  Ground-Dove 
season  found  up  to  4 in  Guadalupe  Canyon 
13  Jun  (WWe,  ph.  NH)  and  3 Jul  OER  NP, 
CLB),  one  at  Rodeo  1 Jul  QEP,  CLB)  and  3 
there  18  Jul  (R.  Webster),  and  singles  in  the 
middle  Animas  Valley  2 Jul  (JEP,  CLB),  Dem- 
ing  18Jun  (R.  Hudson),  and  R.S.  25  Jul  (SW). 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  in  peripheral  areas  in- 
cluded 2 possibly  nesting  at  the  n.  Roosevelt 
migrant  trap  w.  of  Melrose  13  Jun  (DH),  one 
carrying  food  along  Berrenda  Cr.  in  w.  Sien  a 
19  Jun  and  3 Jul  (ph.  DC),  and  singles  in  nw. 
Luna  near  Dwyer  in  mid-Jun  (PH)  and 
Guadalupe  Canyon  3 Jul  QEP);  four  territo- 
ries were  occupied  at  R.S.  by  2 Jun  (HW).  A 
Boreal  Owl  responded  to  recorded  vocaliza- 
tions in  the  Apache  Cr.  area,  n.  Rio  Arriba  18 


Jun  (CLB).  A Mexican  Whip-poor-will  was  n. 
to  Gallinas  Canyon  near  Gallinas,  San  Miguel 
12  Jun  (CR),  where  apparently  now  regular. 

Presumably  late  migrants  were  11  Black 
Swifts  over  the  Corrales  bosque  13  Jun  (DK); 
five  nests  were  active  at  Jemez  Falls  by  26  Jun 
OEP).  On  the  hummingbird  front,  at  least  2 
Violet-crowneds  were  in  Guadalupe  Canyon 
3 Jul  (NP,  CLB,  JEP),  and  a female  Blue- 
throated  was  at  Silver  City  23  Jul  (E  Taber, 
fide  RS).  High  count  for  Lucifer  Humming- 
bird in  P 0.  Canyon  was  25  on  21  Jun  (CL), 
but  with  the  onset  of  the  rains,  the  birds  dis- 
persed; a female  Lucifer  was  in  upper  Cotton- 
wood Canyon,  Peloncillo  Mts.  2 Jul  OEP, 
CLB),  where  there  was  also  a young  male 
Costa’s  Hummingbird  the  same  day  (CLB), 
Earliest  post-breeding  Anna’s  Hummingbirds 
to  reach  P.  O.  Canyon  were  one  on  15  Jul  and 
2 on  31  Jul  (CL).  A male  Elegant  Trogon  was 
vocal  in  a cen.  Peloncillo  Mts.  canyon  2 Jul 
OEP,  CLB).  A pair  of  Red-headed  Woodpeck- 
ers was  feeding  nestlings  at  Trigg  Ranch,  e. 
San  Miguel  1 Jul  (MM);  farther  w,  one  was 
near  Sabinoso  19  Jun  (CR).  Surprising  for  the 
R.G.V  were  an  Acorn  Woodpecker  at  Santo 
Domingo  Jun  18  (LS)  and  an  ad.  with  a juv. 
below  E.B.L.  Dam  15  jun  (ph.  DC).  Often 
overlooked  in  the  Sacramento  Mts.,  an  ad. 
male  Williamson’s  Sapsucker  was  s.  of  Cloud- 
croft 10  Jun  (WH).  Surprising  for  the  season 
were  2 Hairy  Woodpeckers  in  Albuquerque’s 
South  Valley  20  Jun  QEP)-  An  American 
Three-toed  Woodpecker  pair  was  feeding 
nestlings  at  2560  m near  Glorieta  18-20  Jun 
(ph.  JPB,  CR);  an  ad.  was  feeding  a fledgling 
near  Sandia  Crest  15  Jul  (RG). 

FLYCATCHERS 
THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Encouraging  were  up  to  4 Northern  Beardless- 
Tyrannulets  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  13  Jun 
(WWe,  NH,  CMB).  Four  Olive-sided  Fly- 
catchers were  vocal  at  Serpent  L.,  Taos  18  Jul 
(AJ).  Four  Greater  Pewees  were  along  Sheep 
Corral  Rd.,  Pinos  Altos  Mts.  25  Jul  QB,  fide 
RS).  Willow  Flycatchers  are  not  known  to 
breed  in  San  Miguel,  so  intriguing  were  2 
males  singing  along  the  Sapello  R.  near  San 
Ignacio  14  Jun  (RH);  in  recently  discovered 
breeding  areas  elsewhere,  up  to  four  territories 
were  occupied  at  Taos  16  Jun-9  Jul  (HW),  and 
three  pairs  were  at  R.S.  25  Jun  (HW).  A nest- 
ing pair  of  Black  Phoebes  on  the  Penasco  R.  se. 
of  Cloudcroft  10  Jun  (ph.  WH)  provided 
breeding  evidence  for  the  Sacramento  Mts. 
Maintaining  a Pinos  Altos  Mts.  presence  was  a 
Dusky-capped  Flycatcher  along  Cherry  Cr.  1 
Jul  (JB,  fide  RS);  3 were  in  the  P.  O.  Canyon 
area  8-13  Jun  (CL),  where  only  recently  estab- 
lished. An  isolated  group  of  about  a dozen 
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Brown-crested  Flycatchers  was  thriving  along 
the  Mimbres  R.  on  the  Simon  Ranch,  nw.  Luna 
13-22  Jim  (PH);  noteworthy  e.  to  the  R.G.V. 
were  2 at  Percha  7 Jun  (ph.  DC).  New  Mexi- 
co’s hrst  Tropical  Kingbirds  were  2,  apparent- 
ly a mated  pair,  on  the  Santa  Teresa  Country 
Club  golf  course  from  13  Jul  (ph.  JNP)  into 
Aug  (MS,JZ,  m.ob.,  m.  ph.,  ar.  JZ,  ar.  NP).  As 
in  recent  years,  only  one  pair  of  Thick-billed 
Kingbirds  was  in  New  Mexico’s  Guadalupe 
Canyon  13  Jun  (WWe,  NH,  CMB)  and  3 Jul 
QEP,  CLB,  NP).  Noteworthy  for  the  San  Juan 
Mts.,  single  Western  Kingbirds  were  at  two 
sites  near  El  Rito  21  Jun  QO)-  An  Eastern 
Kingbird  was  s.  to  the  Ohkay  ponds  at  Es- 
panola  19  Jun  (BE),  where  recently  scarce. 
Scissor-tailed  Elycatchers  pushing  the  enve- 
lope included  5 plus  a nest  near  Gallegos, 
Harding  19  Jun  (ph.  MB)  and  a pair  w.  of  Vari- 
adero,  San  Miguel  13  Jun  (CR);  continuing 
from  May,  one  was  nest-building  at  Ramon, 
Lincoln  1 Jun,  but  no  Scissor-tailed  mate  was 
seen  (SOW),  and  a pair  was  nest-building  at 
the  Mesa  Rest  Area  1 Jun  (SOW),  where  a fam- 
ily group  was  present  31  Jul  QEP). 

Continuing  from  late  May,  a White-eyed 
Vireo  was  singing  along  the  Rio  Grande  below 
Williamsburg  4 Jun  (DC).  A Bell’s  Vireo 
singing  below  Sumner  Dam  1 CWH)  & 5 jun 
(CLB)  provided  additional  evidence  of  possi- 
ble breeding  at  that  n.  locale;  in  Eddy  low- 
lands, a pair  was  in  Brushy  Draw  e.  of  Red 
Bluff  L.  24  Jun  (HW),  and  a nest  was  found 
near  Malaga  22  Jul  (SW).  The  male  Black- 
capped  Vireo  found  in  the  Sitting  Bull  Palls 
area  31  May  (CR)  was  still  singing  the  morn- 
ing of  1 Jun  (SOW)  but  was  not  found  there- 
after. Gray  Vireos  made  a good  showing  at 
C.C.N.P.,  with  some  26  territories  located  in 
four  canyons  Jun-Jul  (HW);  noteworthy  for 
the  Sandia  Mts.  were  two  territories  in  Embu- 
do  Canyon  and  one  in  Three  Gun  Spring 
Canyon  2 Jul  (HW),  while  elsewhere  7 were 
singing  n.  of  Glenwood  4 Jul  (CR)  and  one 
was  singing  s.  of  Mountainair  17  Jun  (DH). 
Another  strong  Yellow-throated  Vireo  season 
found  singles  singing  near  Radium  Springs  1 
Jun  (MS)  and  at  Albuquerque  10  Jun  (C.  Witt) 
and,  w.  to  Grant,  singles  were  at  Fort  Bayard 
14  Jun  (GF)  and  Mangas  Springs  26  Jun  (T. 
Matelson).  Lingering  in  the  R.G.V.  were  3 Hut- 
ton’s Vireos  below  E.B.L.  Dam  15  Jun  (DC).  A 
late  Red-eyed  Vireo  was  singing  at  R.S.  15  Jun 
(SW).  Common  Raven  is  considered  relatively 
scarce  in  the  Guadalupe  Mts.,  so  noteworthy 
was  a pair  in  upper  Dark  Canyon  30  Jul  OEP). 

Purple  Martins  nest  widely  in  natural  cavi- 
ties in  the  mts.  of  New  Mexico,  from  the  San- 
gre  de  Cristo  and  Sacramento  ranges  west- 
ward, but  there  has  been  no  indication  of 
breeding  on  the  e.  plains,  so  astounding  was 


news  of  three  pairs  nesting  in 
“supplied  housing”  (martin 
house,  gourds)  at  Eunice  in 
2010  (W.  Lord,  R.  Lord,  ph.), 
where  one  pair  had  fledged 
young  in  2009,  the  hrst  year 
the  structures  had  been  avail- 
able; this  population  presum- 
ably is  derived  from  martins 
expanding  from  adjacent 
West  Texas.  Tree  Swallows 
again  nested  in  the  middle 
R.G.V,  where  a small  colony 
of  two  or  three  pairs  nesting 
in  snags  at  Indian  Springs 
produced  up  to  8 fledglings 
by  2-9  Jul  (ph.  DC);  in  San 
Miguel,  six  pairs  of  Trees  were 
nesting  in  bluebird  boxes  at 
the  Pritzlaff  Ranch  near  San 
Ignacio  3 Jun  (RH).  Cave 
Swallows  expanding  north- 
ward in  the  Pecos  Valley  in- 
cluded a pair  nesting  among 
Cliffs  and  Barns  in  s.  Chaves 
11  Jun  (SW).  Providing  a hrst 
for  the  Pence  Lake  B.B.S. 
route  were  2 Pygmy  Nut- 
hatches near  Trechado,  Cibo- 
la 11  Jun  (DK).  A Cactus 
Wren  n.  of  Tinnie,  Lincoln  11  Jul  (CR)  was  in 
an  area  where  not  previously  reported.  Up  to  3 
Black-capped  Gnatcatchers  were  seen  3 Jul  at 
two  Guadalupe  Canyon  sites  (CLB,  NP,  JEP), 
where  the  species  has  been  present  annually 
since  2006.  A Veery  singing  at  Chama  7 Jun 
(CLB)  provided  the  only  report.  Unexpected  in 
lowland  riparian  habitat  was  a Hermit  Thrush 
singing  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  3 Jul  (JEP,  NP). 
A Gray  Catbird  detected  at  R.S.  2 Jun  and  14 
Jul  (HW)  likely  summered  there,  far  s.  of  usu- 
al range.  Maintaining  a Santa  Fe  presence  was 
a Bendire’s  Thrasher  in  the  Caja  del  Rio  area  18 
Jul  (ph.  JPB).  Pushing  ever  northward,  a 
Curve-billed  Thrasher  was  in  El  Rito  Canyon  3 
km  nw.  of  El  Rito,  Rio  Arriba  21  Jun  QO).  A 
Crissal  Thrasher  was  n.  of  B.L.N.W.R.  2 Jun 
(WH),  where  rare.  Cedar  Waxwings  suggestive 
of  local  nesting  were  2 each  in  El  Rito  Canyon 
21  Jun  QO),  near  Algodones  6 Jun  QM),  and 
Monastery  L.  18  Jun  (CR). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  ad.  Olive  Warbler  carrying  food  in  Corn 
Canyon  24  Jun  (fide  HS)  provided  a new  San 
Mateo  Mts.  breeding  locale.  Yellow  Warblers 
may  be  being  overlooked  in  the  middle  and 
lower  R.G.V.  and  environs;  in  Siena  this  sea- 
son, one  to  2 were  at  E.B.L.’s  Indian  Springs 
18  Jun-9  Jul  (DC),  5 males  were  singing  at 
Percha  7 Jun  (DC),  2 were  singing  at  Hills- 


Providing  a first  record  for  New  Mexico,  this  Tropical  Kingbird  was  one  of  an  appar- 
ently mated  pair  present  at  the  Santa  Teresa  Country  Club  from  1 3 (here  20)  July 
into  August  2010.  Photograph  by  Jerry  R.  Oldertettel. 

boro  12  Jun  (ph.  DC),  and  one  was  along 
Berrenda  Cr.  19  Jun  (DC).  Several  vagrant 
warblers  were  found,  including  a singing 
Black-throated  Blue  at  Albuquerque  10  Jun 
(CMB,  NH),  a late  male  Townsend's  on  Mt. 
Taylor  15  Jun  (DK),  single  Black-and-whites 
in  Soledad  Canyon,  Organ  Mts.  16  Jul  (DG) 
and  Yucca  Canyon,  C.C.N.P  25  Jul  (SW),  and 
an  American  Redstart  banded  at  B.L.N.W.R.  3 
Jun  (JS,  ph.  NS);  undetailed  was  a Northern 
Parula  at  Taos  18  Jul  (fide  MB).  It  was  anoth- 
er interesting  summer  for  Hooded  Warbler, 
with  a singing  male  near  Montezuma  10  Jun 
(CLB),  another  male  in  the  Santa  Fe  Canyon 
Preserve  26Jun  (BF),  and  a female  in  Frijoles 
Canyon,  Bandelier  N.M.  18  Jul  (BF).  Appar- 
ently breeding  Wilson’s  Warblers  were  a 
singing  male  at  the  Taos  Ski  Area  5 Jun  (JEP), 
where  one  was  carrying  food  10  Jul  (ph.  CW), 
and  a male  carrying  food  at  Serpent  L.  19  Jul 
(AJ).  A Hepatic  Tanager  provided  a local  first 
at  Trigg  Ranch,  e.  San  Miguel  1 Jul  (MM).  A 
young  male  Summer  Tanager  was  singing  in 
pinyon-juniper  habitat  at  Edgewood  4 Jun  (C. 
Cook);  noteworthy  for  Lincoln  were  4 Sum- 
mers near  Riverside  11  Jul  (CR). 

In  the  s.  Animas  Valley,  19  Cassin’s  Spar- 
rows, but  only  21  Grasshopper  Sparrows,  were 
counted  7 Jul  (HW).  In  the  se.,  conditions  for 
Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  good,  and  2 were 
SW.  of  Roswell  2 Jun  (SOW)  and  5 were  singing 
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near  Caprock  3 Jun  (SOW).  A Black-chinned 
Sparrow  was  n.  to  the  Ortiz  Mts.  6 Jun  (BF). 
Fox  Sparrows  were  found  at  two  northern  lo- 
cales: one  singing  in  the  Apache  Cr.  area,  n.  Rio 
Arriba  6 Jun  (CLB)  and  at  least  2 singing  at 
Serpent  L.  19  Jul  (AJ),  where  also  detected  in 
previous  years;  confirmation  of  nesting,  how- 
ever, remained  elusive.  A Yellow  Grosbeak 
made  a brief  stop  n.  of  Rodeo  5 Jun,  where 
photographed  at  a water  dish  before  heading 
w.  into  Arizona  (ph.  M.  Moe);  there  are  four 
previous  New  Mexico  reports,  with  this  one 
the  first  away  from  the  middle  R.G.V  A Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak  strayed  w.  to  Fort  Bayard  14 
Jun  (GF);  another  was  at  Madrid  29  Jun  (LS). 
Single  male  Lazuli  Buntings  were  singing  s.  to 
Bernardo  24  Jul  (DH),  Tierra  Blanca  Cr.,  w. 
Siara  31  Jul  (ph.  DC),  the  Gila  Bird  Area  in  Jul 
(RS),  and  Fillmore  Canyon,  Organ  Mts.  13-14 
Jul  (DG).  Male  Lazuli  Bunting  x Indigo 
Bunting  hybrids  were  noted  n.  to  Farmington 
5 Jun  OEP)  and  s.  to  R.S.  25  Jun  (HW).  Varied 
Buntings  appeared  to  be  thriving  at  C.C.N.R, 
where  surveys  found  some  14  territories  in 
Walnut  Canyon  26-27  Jun  (HW),  at  least  sev- 
en territories  in  Rattlesnake  Canyon,  where  a 
nest  was  under  construction  15  Jul  (ph.  HW), 
and  one  territory  in  Slaughter  Canyon  26  Jun 
(HW);  farther  w.,  two  territories  (including  a 


pair  with  a fledgling)  were  in  San  Andres 
Canyon,  Dona  Ana  6 Jul  (HW),  and  up  to  4 
males  were  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  13  Jun 
(WWe,  NH,  CMB)  and  3 Jul  (CLB,  NR  JEP). 
Noteworthy  n.  to  Chaves,  4 male  Painted 
Buntings  were  n.  of  B.L.N.W.R.  2 Jun  (WH).  A 
southbound  Dickcissel  was  at  B.L.N.W.R.  30 
Jul  OEP). 

South  of  expected,  a male  Common  Crack- 
le was  at  Carrizozo  9 Jun  (ph.  WH).  As  usual, 
Bronzed  Cowbirds  were  in  evidence  across  the 
south  and  n.  to  Grant,  Soconv,  and  Lincoln',  at 
R.S.,  a blackish  female  of  the  e.  subspecies  was 
present  1 Jun  (ph.  SOW),  and  2 grayish  west- 
ern females  were  there  2 Jun  (SOW,  HW). 
North  in  the  Pecos  Valley  was  a singing  Or- 
chard Oriole  near  Cocklebur  L.  n.  of 
B.L.N.W.R.  2 Jun  (WH).  A pair  of  Hooded  Ori- 
oles at  P O.  Canyon  produced  two  broods  from 
the  same  nest;  an  unusual  local  scarcity  of 
Bronzed  Cowbirds  may  have  been  a factor  in 
the  success.  A Cassin’s  Finch  at  Sunspot  24  Jul 
(CW)  furnished  the  only  report  away  from  the 
n.  highlands.  Red  Crossbills  were  generally 
scarce  but  relatively  widespread,  including  75 
at  Serpent  L.  19  Jul  (AJ),  11  at  Mt.  Taylor  15 
Jun  (DK),  2 at  Pueblo  Park,  Catron  4 Jul  (CR), 
5 in  the  Organ  Mts.  13-14  Jul  (DG),  and  one  at 
Weed  14  Jul  (CW).  Several  American  Gold- 


finches were  summering  at  Taos  18  Jun  and  9 
Jul  (HW),  where  breeding  was  suspected  but 
not  confirmed,  and  2 were  along  tbe  Rio 
Pueblo,  s.  Taos  12  Jun  QEP),  where  now  regu- 
lar; also  suggestive  were  one  to  3 at  Chama  and 
Los  Ojos  in  early  Jun  and  late  Jul  QEP). 

Initialed  observers:  Jonathan  R Batkin,  Matt 
Baumann,  Jerry  Bird,  Charles  L.  Black,  Ce- 
lestyn  M.  Brozek,  David  Cleary,  Bernard  Foy, 
Gary  Froehlich,  Rebecca  Gracey,  David  Grif- 
fin, David  Hawksworth,  Paul  Hess,  Nancy 
Hetrick,  William  Howe,  Robert  Hunt,  Andrew 
Johnson,  David  Krueper,  Judith  Liddell,  Car- 
roll  Littlefield,  Martin  MacRoberts,  James 
McPhee,  Robert  Murphy,  Jerry  Oldenettel, 
John  E.  Parmeter,  James  N.  Paton,  Nicholas 
Pederson,  Tim  Reeves,  Christopher  Rustay, 
Lawry  Sager,  Jeffrey  Sanchez,  Hart  Schwarz, 
Marcy  Scott,  Roland  Shook,  Noel  Silvertson, 
Dale  Stahlecker,  Hira  Walker,  Steve  West, 
William  West,  S.  O.  Williams,  William 
Wittman,  James  Zabriskie.  I© 
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Another  hot,  dry  June  gave  way  to  mod- 
erate monsoonal  rains  in  July,  provid- 
ing relief  from  recent  sub-par  mon- 
soons for  nesting  species.  Avian  highlights  in- 
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eluded  the  hrst  observed  Arizona  nesting  of 
Least  Grebes,  a Blue-footed  Booby,  Arctic 
Tern,  Yellow  Grosbeak,  and  a potential  sec- 
ond state  record  of  Black-vented  Oriole. 

WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  KINGFISHERS 

Unexpected  summering  geese  included  a 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  at  Ahwatukee 
through  at  least  5 Jul  (P.  Deviche)  and  an  ad. 
Snow  Goose  at  Safford  through  at  least  13  Jul 
(MMS,  MR  GHR).  Gadwalls  have  seldom  nest- 
ed in  s.  Arizona,  so  a pair  with  8 ducklings  at 
Nogales  15  Jul  (MM)  was  of  interest.  The 
Greater  Scaup  found  at  Willcox  during  spring 
was  present  all  season  (m.ob.).  A Wild  Turkey 
nest  with  seven  eggs  found  s.  of  Ralominas  30 
Jun  (M.  Radke,  Jide  TC)  provided  the  first  ev- 
idence of  nesting  by  this  species  for  the  upper 
San  Redro  River  Valley.  Casual  in  summer,  a 
Common  Loon  was  in  the  Yuma  Main  Drain 
17  Jun  (D.  Montgomery).  After  a four-year 
hiatus  in  records.  Least  Grebes  returned  to 
Arizona,  with  a pair  found  at  Rena  Blanca  L. 
20  Jul  (CC  et  ah,  ph.  M.  Sharon).  They  were 
subsequently  observed  tending  a nest  with 


eggs  before  a mass  influx  of  water  swamped 
the  effort  before  30  Jul.  This  is  the  first  ob- 
served nesting  of  the  species  in  the  state, 
though  nesting  was  inferred  by  the  presence  of 
a group  on  a pond  not  far  from  there  in  1964. 
A Clark’s  Grebe  at  Roper  L.  5 Jun  (GHR  et  al.) 
was  casual  in  summer  in  se.  Arizona.  A Blue- 
footed Booby  found  in  the  desert  behind  the 
U.S.EW.S.  office  at  Yuma  22  Jul  (ph.  S.  Henry) 
was  taken  in  for  rehabilitation  and  eventually 
released  at  the  Salton  Sea.  This  is  only  the  2nd 
Arizona  record  of  this  species  since  1996.  The 
summer’s  influx  of  Brown  Pelicans  was  small- 
er than  usual,  with  about  18  reported;  2 at 
Willow  Beach,  Lake  Mead  N.R.A  3 Jul+  (H. 
Howard)  were  farther  n.  than  usual.  A few 
Neotropic  Cormorants  were  found  away  from 
established  areas,  with  one  at  San  Carlos  L.  3 
Jun  (MMS,  GHR),  2 at  Safford  5 Jun  (MMS  et 
ah),  3 at  Watson  L.  11  Jun  (E  Guerrero),  and 
one  at  Bill  Williams  Delta  28  Jul  (K.  Blair). 

A Black  Vulture  was  a rare  find  at  Corona- 
do N.M.,  Cochise  31  Jul  0-  Eitch,  D.  Bray).  At 
least  one  Osprey  summered  in  the  Tucson 
area,  where  they  are  casual  in  summer  0-  Hig- 
gins, MMS).  Outstanding  was  an  imm.  Mis- 
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sissippi  Kite  at  Topock  24  Jun  (ph.  J. 
Learned),  one  of  very  few  records  from  the 
lower  Colorado  River  Valley.  At  Duncan, 
where  they  were  found  nesting  last  year,  2 
were  present  16  Jul  (MMS,  MP).  Short-tailed 
Hawks  were  reported  all  summer  in  the  Bar- 
foot  Park  area  of  the  Chiricahua  Mts.  (m.ob., 
ph.  J.  Garrett).  Notably,  2 ads.  and  2 juvs. 
there  18  Jul  (H.  Snyder,  N.  Snyder  et  al.)  in- 
dicated nesting  again.  A single  Short-tailed 
was  in  the  Santa  Catalina  Mts.  near  Mt. 
Bigelow  14  Jun  (ph.  CC).  A Swainson’s  Hawk 
at  Paloma  2 Jul  (TC)  was  unexpected,  as  the 
species  does  not  nest  in  the  area.  Similarly,  a 
Zone-tailed  Hawk  was  at  Cibola  N.W.R.  16 
Jun  (A.  Lamoreaux).  There  was  a single  re- 
port of  the  lone  Sandhill  Crane  at  Luna.  L.  1 
Jun  (SH),  where  it  has  summered  since  1999. 

The  only  report  of  Snowy  Plover  was  of  2 at 
Willcox  6-15  Jun  (ph.  REW);  one  bore  bands 
applied  in  Nayarit,  Mexico  the  preceding  Feb 
(fide  REW).  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  is  a rare 
migrant  in  the  state;  there  were  reports  of  4 
during  the  period  14-30  Jul,  all  in  se.  Arizona. 
The  only  Short-billed  Dowitchers  reported 
were  2 at  Avra  Valley  S.T.P  30  Jul  Q.  Higgins,  R. 
Wright).  A Franklin’s  Gull  was  casual  at  Will- 
cox 28  Jun-2  Jul  (D.  Estabrooks).  After  few  re- 
ports in  spring,  single  Least  Terns  were  seen  at 
Sweetwater  Wetlands,  Tucson  16  Jun  (ph.  R. 
Hoyer)  and  4 Jul  (MMS)  and  along  the  Agua 
Fria  R.,  Glendale  19-25  Jun  (M.  Herring).  A 
Caspian  Tern  was  casual  at  Patagonia  L.  1 Jun 
(MM).  Outstanding  was  an  ad.  Arctic  Tern  at 
San  Carlos  L.,  Graham  2 Jun  (TDS),  only  the 
2nd  in  the  state  since  1993.  Forster’s  Terns  are 
not  expected  in  cen.  Arizona  in  mid-Jun,  so  2 
at  Glendale  11  Jun  (J.  Kopitzke)  and  another 
there  15-27  Jun  (TD)  were  remarkable. 

The  only  report  of  Ruddy  Ground-Dove 
came  from  the  upper  San  Pedro  R.  25  Jun  (SB, 
fide  TC).  For  the  first  time  since  2000,  there 
were  no  reports  of  Buff-collared  Nightjar.  Up  to 
7 White-eared  Hummingbirds  were  reported 
from  se.  Arizona  1 Jun+,  with  one  banded  atop 
Mt.  Lemmon  13  Jun  (E.  Fazio)  being  the  stand- 
out, as  there  are  few  records  from  that  range. 
Far  more  amazing  was  a White-eared  visiting  a 
feeder  at  Flagstaff  21-23  Jun  (ph.  S.  Clark,  J. 
Hildebrand,  tj.  Coons),  much  farther  n.  than 
the  only  prior  Arizona  record  from  n.  of  the 
Mogollon  Rim  (near  Eagar  in  2005).  Berylline 
Hummingbirds  continued  in  Miller  Canyon 
and  Madera  Canyon  through  the  season,  with 
up  to  2 present  at  each  location  (m.ob.).  In  the 
Chiricahua  Mts.,  a female  Berylline  nested 
again  in  the  Cave  Cr.  drainage  near  Stewart 
Campground  10  Jul+  (R.  Meneses,  TC).  The 
outstanding  Violet-crowned  Hummingbird  was 
one  found  nesting  in  lower  Madera  Canyon, 
Pima  18-20  Jul  Q-  Taylor;  ph.  L.  Halsey),  a first 


for  the  canyon.  A Plain-capped  Starthroat  re- 
ported at  the  Casa  de  San  Pedro,  Hereford  12 
Jun  (tJ.  & A.  Amir)  was  at  an  unusual  location 
for  this  species.  A few  canyons  on  the  e.  side  of 
the  Huachuca  Mts.  remain  the  established  loca- 
tions for  Lucifer  Hummingbird  in  Arizona. 
Away  from  there,  a male  continued  on  the  w. 
flank  of  the  Dragoon  Mts.  through  9 Jul  (A. 
Ripley),  a male  was  near  Elgin  6 Jun  0- 
Danzenbaker),  and  a female  was  at  Jasper’s  in 
Portal  18  Jul  (tJ.  Garrett  et  al).  An  unusual 
hummingbird  at  feeders  in  Ash  Canyon, 
Huachuca  Mts.  12  Jul+  (ph.  C.  Melton)  was  de- 
termined to  be  a Lucifer  Hummingbird  x Cos- 
ta’s Hummingbird  hybrid,  a previously  un- 
known combination  (S.  Williamson).  The 
identification  was  determined  after  the  bird 
was  heard  singing  the  song  of  Costa’s  (N. 
Bonomo).  The  first  southbound  Rufous  Hum- 
mingbird was  on  the  early  side,  in  the  Chiri- 
cahua Mts.  29  Jun  (RT).  The  only  Allen’s  Hum- 
mingbirds reported  were  2 banded  near  Har- 
shaw  Cr.,  Patagonia  Mts.  13  Jul  (L.  Rogers,  S. 
Wethington).  The  annual  census  of  Elegant 
Trogons  in  the  Cave  Cr.  drainage  in  the  Chiri- 
cahua Mts.  turned  up  no  fewer  than  1 1 birds  19 
Jun  (fide  RT),  down  from  15  last  year.  An  Ele- 
gant Trogon  in  the  Mule  Mts.  10  Jun  (K.  Lam- 
berton)  was  away  from  the  ranges  in  which 
they  are  known  to  nest.  Sporadic  reports  of  a 
single  Green  Kingfisher  continued  along  the 
San  Pedro  R.  s.  of  Hwy.  90  (P.  Salomon). 

FLYCATCHERS 
THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Two  Northern  Beardless-Tyrannulets  were  lo- 
cated at  the  Old  Safford  Bridge,  Gila  Box  Ri- 
parian National  Conservation  Area  16  Jul  (MP, 
MMS);  this  record  is  ne.  of  its  usual  range  in  s. 
Arizona  and  likely  represented  a first  for 
Greenlee.  A singing  Greater  Pewee  at  Hearst 
Tanks,  South  Rim  of  the  Grand  Canyon  18  Jun 
(BG)  was  the  first  ever  for  the  Grand  Canyon 
region.  A very  late  Pacific-slope  Flycatcher  was 
at  the  Gila  Box  Riparian  National  Conserva- 
tion Area  6 Jun  QM).  At  least  one  pair  of  Buff- 
breasted Flycatchers  was  located  at  Rose 
Canyon  L.,  Santa  Catalina  Mts.  in  late  May, 
with  nesting  likely  14  Jun-25  Jul  (CC,  C. 
Bush).  A possible  3rd  individual  was  heard 
nearby  29  Jun  (MMS,  MP);  this  species  is  only 
a casual  spring  and  summer  visitor  to  this 
range.  At  least  4 Vermilion  Flycatchers  were 
present  again  in  Fredonia  22  Jun  (TC),  where 
a small  nesting  colony  was  discovered  in  2007. 
Ash-throated  Flycatcher  is  a regular  nesting 
species  around  Tucson,  but  a territorial  pair  at 
2380  m in  the  Santa  Catalina  Mts.  5 Jun  (MMS, 
MP)  was  unusually  high  for  this  desert  species. 
Single  extralimital  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatchers 
were  in  Reynolds  Canyon  in  the  Sierra  Ancha 


Mts.  6 Jun  (M.  Plagens  et  al.)  and  at  Cibola 
N.W.R.  18  Jun  (ph.  A.  Fasoli,  L.  Smith);  both 
reports  were  well  away  from  known  breeding 
areas  in  the  state.  Thick-billed  Kingbird,  usual- 
ly a very  range-restricted  species  in  se.  Ari- 
zona, was  reported  from  a number  of  odd  lo- 
calities, including  one  at  St.  David  5-17  Jun 
(MM),  one  on  the  e.  end  of  Aravaipa  Canyon 
12  Jun  OM),  another  at  St.  David  29  Jun  (R. 
Behrstock),  one  in  Huachuca  Canyon  10  Jul 
(MK),  and  2 in  Walker  Canyon  w.  of  Nogales 
27  Jul  (DT).  A female  Rose-throated  Becard 
was  located  along  Sonoita  Cr.  near  Patagonia 
20  Jul  (tSB);  this  species  had  not  been  report- 
ed from  previous  breeding  sites  along  Sonoita 
Cr.  for  the  past  few  years. 

A singing  White-eyed  Vireo,  still  consid- 
ered casual  in  the  state,  was  along  the  lower 
San  Pedro  R.  near  Dudleyville  18  Jun  (ph.  J. 
Holloway).  Very  early  Cassin’s  Vireos  were  re- 
ported at  Oak  Creek  Canyon  22  Jul  0-  &•  M- 
Hirth)  and  in  Carr  Canyon,  Huachuca  Mts. 
31  Jul  (SH);  extreme  caution  should  be  used 
in  identifying  this  species  at  this  season,  as 
juv.  Plumbeous  Vireo  can  show  both  yellow- 
ish flanks  and  a greenish  back.  Three  Clark’s 
Nutcrackers  at  Heber  30  Jun  (EH)  were  at  a 
low  elevation  for  this  season.  A Cave  Swallow 
was  well  described  in  Tucson  12  Jun  OY),  an- 
other was  reported  from  sw.  Phoenix  15  Jun 
(TD),  and  one  was  described  at  Willow  Tank, 
Portal  6 Jul  (tRT);  this  species  is  still  casual  in 
the  state  and  needs  to  be  fully  documented 
due  to  its  similarity  to  juv.  Cliff  Swallow.  Two 
Cactus  Wrens  were  located  at  Tuweep  Ranger 
Station  on  the  Arizona  Strip  22-23  Jun  (TC); 
this  location  is  well  away  from  the  closest 
known  breeding  area  at  the  head  of  L.  Mead. 

Black-capped  Gnatcatchers  appear  to  be  de- 
creasing after  nearly  a decade  of  range  expan- 
sion and  nesting  success  at  multiple  se.  Ari- 
zona localities.  This  summer,  we  received  very 
few  confirmed  reports,  although  they  seem  to 
be  hanging  on  in  Montosa  Canyon  and  along 
Sonoita  Creek.  It  could  be  that  observers  have 
become  complacent  about  reporting  them,  but 
history  has  shown  that  their  pattern  has  been 
to  explode  and  expand  their  range,  and  then 
eventually,  probably  due  to  sub-optimal  cli- 
matic conditions  in  Arizona,  they  vanish.  We 
suggest  monitoring  them  more  closely  during 
the  next  few  years  to  document  if  this  is  hap- 
pening again.  A late  Townsend’s  Solitaire  was 
at  Prison  Camp,  Santa  Catalina  Mts.  5 Jun 
(CC);  most  wintering  individuals  have  mi- 
grated n.  by  mid-May.  Wandering  Gray  Cat- 
birds were  detected  at  Paradise  23-24  Jun  (ph. 
J.  Lewis)  and  in  a Phoenix  yard  9 Jul  (tA.  Tar- 
by);  this  species  is  a rare  but  regular  visitor 
statewide  away  from  breeding  areas  in  the 
White  Mts.  A Northern  Mockingbird  was  at  a 
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very  high  elevation  of  2775  in  w.  of  Eagar  in 
the  White  Mts.  3 Jun  (DS).  A late  Cedar 
Waxwing  was  at  Ganado  4 Jun  (DS). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A recently  fledged  juv.  Orange-crowned  War- 
bler was  observed  at  Barfoot  Lookout,  Chiri- 
cahua  Mts.  24  Jul  (TC),  where  this  species  is 
only  a casual  breeder.  Two  singing  male  Lucy’s 
Warblers  were  along  Kanab  Cr.  at  Fredonia  23 
Jun  (TC);  this  species  is  a casual  breeder  at 
this  elevation  in  n.  Arizona.  Quite  extraordi- 
nary was  an  influx  of  Northern  Parulas  into 
Arizona  this  summer,  with  no  fewer  than  10 
detected  across  the  s.  portion  of  the  state; 
most  were  singing  males.  Casual  in  the  state 
during  summer  was  a male  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  along  the  West  Fork  of  Oak  Cr.  17- 
30  Jun  (K.  Maurer;  ph.  J.  Wilder).  Also  casu- 
al in  Arizona  in  summer,  a Yellow-throated 
Warbler  was  at  Fool  Hollow  Lake  S.R  near 
Show  Low  11  Jun  (ph.  M.  & E Sharon).  Sin- 
gle Black-and-white  Warblers  were  along  the 
Santa  Cruz  R.  at  Carmen  7 Jun  (DS)  and  at 
Madera  Canyon  25  Jun  (JY).  American  Red- 
starts were  at  Jakes  Corner  5 Jun  (MA)  and  at 
Sopori  Ranch  30  Jun-6  Aug  (K.  Groschuf), 
the  latter  an  imm.  male  that  remained  all 
summer  and  eventually  molted.  An  Ovenbird 
banded  along  the  Santa  Cruz  R.  at  Tumacacori 
2 Jul  (L.  Norris)  was  determined  to  be  a sec- 
ond-year bird  with  a growth  on  its  throat.  The 
only  Kentucky  Warbler  of  the  summer  was  a 
bird  also  banded  at  Tumacacori  18  Jun  (L. 
Norris).  Very  late  “lowland”  MacGillivray’s 
Warblers  were  at  Thatcher  10  Jun  (TC)  and 
along  Turkey  Cr.,  Greenlee  12  Jun  (TC). 
Singing  male  Hooded  Warblers,  seemingly 
rare  but  regular  in  the  state  in  summer,  were 
at  Cibola  N.W.R.  9 Jun  (S.  Ritt)  and  along  the 
Aspen  Trail,  Santa  Catalina  Mts.  27  Jul  (T. 
Abalow).  A Painted  Redstart  along  Sonoita 
Cr.  below  Patagonia  L.  20  Jun  (SB)  was  at  an 
unusually  low  elevation  for  summer. 

Two  different  male  Hepatic  Tanagers  were 
found  on  the  s.  slope  of  Mount  Trumbull  in  n. 
Arizona  (ph.  D.  Eletcher,  fide  TC);  this 
species  was  located  in  this  area  during  the 
breeding  bird  atlas  project  but  is  still  consid- 
ered casual  in  the  Arizona  Strip  region.  The 
male  Flame-colored  Tanager  that  returned  to 
Madera  Canyon  for  an  unprecedented  8th 
consecutive  year  was  last  reported  12  Jul 
(m.ob.).  An  imm.  male  Flame-colored  was  lo- 
cated in  a Portal  yard  and  later  at  Cave  Creek 
Ranch  12-14  Jun  (ph./v.r.,  tREW,  RAR);  apart 
from  the  returning  Madera  Canyon  male,  this 
species  remains  casual  in  se.  Arizona. 

Rufous-winged  Sparrows  were  again  found 
breeding  in  the  San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  area 
21  Jun-17  Jul  (REW);  this  species  was  found 


here  previously  in  2006  and  2008.  Several 
singing  male  Black-chinned  Sparrows  were 
detected  on  the  slopes  of  Mount  Elden,  Co- 
conino 0-  Wilder);  this  species  was  not  de- 
tected breeding  in  this  area  during  the  breed- 
ing bird  atlas  project.  A singing  male  Lincoln’s 
Sparrow  was  at  Hannagan  Meadow,  Greenlee  3 
Jul  (L.  Piest);  this  may  represent  a new  breed- 
ing area  in  the  state.  Surprising  was  a Yellow 
Grosbeak  photographed  in  a Rodeo,  NM, 
yard  5 Jun  (ph.  M.  Moe)  and  subsequently 
seen  flying  across  Stateline  Rd.  into  Arizona; 
this  species  is  casual  in  Arizona,  with  ail 
records  occurring  from  late  May  through  ear- 
ly Aug.  After  a huge  influx  of  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks  (24)  in  the  state  during  May,  an- 
other 5 were  reported  in  Jun;  this  species  has 
become  a regular  May  and  Jun  visitor.  A 
Lazuli  Bunting  at  Quigley  W.A.  23  Jul  (A. 
Lamoreaux)  was  out  of  place  and  may  have 
been  an  early  southbound  migrant.  After  a 
lackluster  spring  for  Indigo  Bunting,  several 
singing  males  were  detected  statewide  during 
the  summer;  this  species  is  a rare  but  regular 
breeding  bird  in  riparian  habitats  across  Ari- 
zona. A male  Varied  Bunting  in  the  Tucson 
Mts.  10  Jul  (L.  Liese)  was  away  from  usual 
breeding  areas  in  se.  Arizona. 

An  ad.  male  Great-tailed  Grackle  was  at 
Ganado  L.  4 Jun  (DS);  this  species  had  ex- 
panded northward  into  Apache  County  during 
the  1970s  but  is  still  rare  this  far  north.  A 
Black-vented  Oriole  was  described  along  Hwy. 
186  between  Willcox  and  Dos  Cabezas  28  Jul 
(tK.  Heindel);  if  accepted  by  the  Arizona  Bird 
Committee,  this  report  would  represent  only  a 
2nd  Arizona  record.  After  all  the  spring  reports 
of  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches,  at  least  one  re- 
mained from  the  nesting  pairs  at  Hassayampa 
River  Preserve  12  Jun  (M.  Oehler);  this  species 
is  a casual  breeder  in  Arizona.  A very  late 
singing  male  American  Goldfinch  was  at  Gana- 
do 4 Jun  (DS);  we  have  previously  speculated 
about  this  species  breeding  in  ne.  Arizona.  An- 
other very  late  female  was  reported  from  a 
feeder  in  E.  Whitetail  Canyon,  Chiricahua 
Mts.  19  Jun  (RT). 

Contributors:  Moez  Ali,  Scott  Blackman,  Cliff 
Cathers,  Troy  Corman,  Tommy  De- 
Bardeleben,  Brian  Gatlin,  Stuart  Healy,  Eric 
Hough,  Michael  Marsden,  Jake  Mohlman, 
Molly  Pollock,  Gary  H.  Rosenberg,  Rose  Ann 
Rowlett,  Dave  Stejskal,  Mark  M.  Stevenson, 
Rick  Taylor,  Diane  Touret,  Richard  E.  Web- 
ster, John  Yerger.  O 
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Two  exceptional  first  Nevada  records 
were  documented  in  early  June.  A White 
Wagtail,  of  the  black-backed  lugens  sub- 
species, was  photographed  on  3 June  in  Elko 
County,  and  a Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was 
found  the  next  day  in  Fincoln  County.  Addi- 
tional Nevada  highlights  included  a Red-head- 
ed Woodpecker  and  a territorial  Least  Fly- 
catcher. Over  the  past  few  years,  Utah  has  had 
a rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  documented 
records  of  both  Neotropic  Cormorant  and 
Glossy  Ibis.  This  trend  continued  this  sum- 
mer, with  eight  cormorants  photographed 
along  the  Wasatch  Front  and  three  ibis  sight- 
ings in  northern  Utah.  Utah’s  second  con- 
firmed Northern  Cardinal  was  also  observed  in 
the  southwestern  corner  of  the  state  in  June. 

Abbreviations:  Antelope  Island  (Antelope  Is- 
land S.P.  and  Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Ash  Mead- 
ows (Ash  Meadows  N.W.R.,  Nye,  NV);  Bear 
River  (Bear  River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box 
Elder,  UT);  Corn  Cr.  (Corn  Creek  Unit,  Desert 
N.W.R.,  Clark,  NV);  H.B.V.P.  (Henderson  Bird 
Viewing  Preserve,  Clark,  NV);  Lytle  (Lytle 
Ranch  Preserve,  Washington,  UT);  Miller’s  R.A. 
(Miller’s  Rest  Area,  Esmeralda,  NV);  Pahrana- 
gat  (Pahranagat  N.W.R.,  Lincoln,  NV). 

CORMORANTS 
THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Up  to  6 Neotropic  Cormorants  lingered 
through  9 Jun  at  the  Millrace  Ponds,  Salt  Lake, 
UT  (ph.  RY),  and  2 were  photographed  18  Jul 
at  Sandy,  Salt  Lake,  UT  (TA).  Least  Bitterns 
were  observed  off  and  on  during  the  summer 
at  several  Nevada  locations:  H.B.V.P.  (JBr),  Ash 
Meadows  (CL),  and  Pahranagat  (EH,  CL). 


The  recent  increase  in  Utah  Glossy  Ibis  re- 
ports continued,  with  sightings  at  Bear  River  5 
Jun  (DW),  at  Benson,  Cache  30  Jun  (RFe),  and 
at  Harold  Crane  W.M.A.,  Box  Elder  16  Jul 
(DW).  White-tailed  Kites  nested  again  this 
summer  at  Pahranagat,  fledging  2 young  by  21 
Jul  (SS  et  ah).  A pair  of  Common  Black-Hawks 
found  in  late  May  at  Meadow  Valley  Wash, 
Lincoln,  NV  remained  through  at  least  12  Jun 
(ph.  CL,  SS).  A Zone-tailed  Hawk  summered 
14  Jun+  at  Pahranagat  (EH  et  ah). 

Snowy  Plovers  successfully  nested  at  Ash 
Meadows  (CL),  with  up  to  37,  including  8 
chicks,  observed  during  the  summer.  Whim- 
brels  were  found  6 Jun  at  Ponderosa  Dairy, 
Nye,  NV  (GS)  and  8 Jun  at  Bear  River  (KP).  A 
Short-billed  Dowitcher  was  reported  at  De- 
seret Ranch,  Rich,  UT  16-19  Jul  (DW,  MS).  An 
Arctic  Tern,  first  reported  nearby  on  23  May, 
remained  at  Key  Pittman  WM.A.,  Lincoln,  NV 
through  5 Jun  (GS,  EH).  A White-winged 
Dove  visiting  Ash  Meadows  21  Jul  (CL)  was 
n.  of  expected  range.  Two  Yellow-billed  Cuck- 
oos were  reported  along  the  Virgin  R.,  near 
Mesquite,  Clark,  NV  21  Jul  (EH).  Four  Black 
Swifts  were  observed  at  Ouray  N.W.R.,  Uin- 
tah, UT  13  Jun  (DW).  A Red-headed  Wood- 
pecker was  seen  at  Great  Basin  N.R,  White 
Pine,  NV  26  Jun  (NB  et  al.).  A small  colony  of 
Acorn  Woodpeckers  was  observed  through- 
out the  summer  in  the  Kolob  Meadows, 
Washington,  UT  (RE).  A Ladder-backed 
Woodpecker  made  a rare  Esmeralda,  NV  ap- 
pearance at  Lida  28  Jun  (GS). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Surprisingly  2 territorial,  singing  Least  Fly- 
catchers were  found  in  the  Region  this  summer. 
The  first  remained  at  Mantua  Res.,  Box  Elder,  UT 
9 Jun-3  Jul  (DD,  ph.  PH  et  ah),  and  another  was 
recorded  at  Santa  Rosas,  Lye  Creek,  Humboldt, 
NV  12  Jul  (MM).  Pahranagat  N.W.R.  was  the 
place  to  be  for  vagrant  passerines  in  June.  An 
Eastern  Kingbird  was  there  10-13  Jun  (GS,  CL, 
SS),  and  Nevada ’s  first  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher 
was  photographed  4 Jun  (ph.,  tMSw).  A singing 
Veery  was  recorded  at  Pahranagat  23  Jun  (EH). 
Two  Varied  Thrushes  were  seen  in  the  Sheep 
Range,  Desert  N.W.R.,  Clark,  NV  22  Jun  QB).  It 
was  a good  summer  for  Gray  Catbird  sightings 
in  the  Region,  with  several  individuals  observed 
outside  their  breeding  range  in  ne.  Utah.  Way- 


ward catbirds  were  found  at  Miller’s  R.A.  8 Jun 
(FP),  at  Crystal  Springs,  Lincoln,  NV  11  Jun 
(DM,  FP),  at  Corn  Cr.  28  Jun  (GS),  and  at 
Pahranagat  28  Jun-2  Jul  (EH).  At  least  two  pairs 
of  nesting  Gray  Catbirds  were  observed  again 
this  summer  s.  of  expected  range  at  Panguitch 
L,  Garfield,  UT  (RE,  KC). 

A White  Wagtail  found  at  Gallagher  State 
Fish  Hatchery,  Ruby  Valley  Elko,  NV  3 Jun  was 
the  state’s  first  and  was  clearly  of  the  lugens 
subspecies,  formerly  considered  a full  species. 
Black-backed  Wagtail  (ph.,  tSW  et  ah). 
Singing  male  Northern  Parulas  were  observed 
at  Corn  Cr.  1 Jun  (GS),  at  Topaz  Lake  Park, 
Douglas,  NV  4 Jun  (J&DP),  and  at  Pahranagat 
23  May-5  Jun  (EH),  A female  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  was  found  at  Pahranagat  7 Jun  (CT), 
and  an  Ovenbird  was  photographed  there  11 
Jun  (EH).  A Black-and-white  Warbler  was  ob- 
served at  Lytle  20  Jun  (MS),  and  a Hooded 
Warbler  was  found  at  Lida,  Estrreralda,  NV  6 
Jun  (GS).  Two  Lark  Buntings  were  observed  on 
the  Westwater  B.B.S.  route  in  Grand,  UT  6 Jun 
(BBr).  A male  Northern  Cardinal  was  pho- 
tographed at  Kayenta,  Washington  27  Jun 
(tBB);  if  accepted,  this  would  be  only  the  2nd 
ever  documented  in  Utah.  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks were  observed  at  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  5 
Jun  (DL),  at  Pahranagat  11  Jun  (SS,  CL),  and 
at  Park  City,  Summit,  UT  2 Jul  (KR).  Bobolinks 
reported  away  from  their  limited  n.  Utah 
breeding  areas  included  singles  at  Wingpointe 
G.C.,  Salt  Lake  14  Jun  QL)  and  at  Springville, 
Utah  23  Jun  (AH). 

Contributors  and  cited  observers:  Tim  Avery, 
Bill  Bates,  Ned  Bixler,  Jim  Boone,  Bob  Bradley 
(BBr),JeAnne  Branca  QBr),  Kristen  Cornelia, 
Dean  DiTommaso,  Richard  Fridell,  Rob  Fer- 
gus (RFe),  Carol  Gwynn,  Paul  Higgins,  Eric 
Hough,  Alona  Huffaker,  Jerry  Liguouri,  Dick 
Loveall,  Carl  Lundblad,  Martin  Meyers,  Don 
Molde,  Jim  & Debby  Parker,  Fred  Petersen, 
Kristin  Purdy,  Kimberly  Roush,  Greg 
Scyphers,  Sam  Skalak,  Mark  Stackhouse, 
Mike  Swink  (MSw),  Carolyn  Titus,  Cathy  To- 
bin (CTo),  Leah  Waldner,  David  Wheeler, 
Sara  Wittenberg,  Richard  Young. 
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Cooling  sea  surface  temperatures  con- 
tinued from  the  late  spring  across 
most  of  the  North  Gulf  of  Alaska.  A 
late  spring  warming  and  dry  period  in  the  In- 
terior contributed  to  an  active  early  summer 
fire  season,  which  diminished  through  the 
rest  of  the  summer.  Although  much  of  the  Re- 
gion experienced  an  above-average  hot  and 
sunny  period  from  late  May  into  the  first 
week  of  June,  the  remainder  of  the  season  was 
anything  but  settled  or  warm.  Only  the  east- 
ern and  central  sections  of  the  Interior  turned 
out  near  normal.  While  the  rest  of  the  Main- 
land fell  under  cooler,  wetter,  and  windier 
conditions,  Southeast  Alaska  basked  in  a rela- 
tively mild  and  drier  summer  than  usual.  By 
the  second  half  of  June,  a strong  high-pres- 
sure area  broadened  across  the  eastern  and 
central  sections  of  the  North  Gulf  of  Alaska, 
which  directed  the  season’s  few  storms  into 
the  southern  Bering  Sea.  That  pattern  re- 
mained effectively  stationary  for  most  of  July 
and  well  into  August.  It  generated  clouds  and 
unsettled  weather  across  most  of  the  southern 
half  of  the  Mainland. 

While  near-  to  above-average  warm  condi- 
tions were  noted  in  the  Interior  and  into  the 
North,  South-coastal  sites  stayed  mired  in  a 
gloomy  summer.  For  instance,  at  Anchorage, 
it  was  the  tenth  coolest  and  sixth  wettest 
summer  ever — there  were  only  four  summer 
days  at  or  above  70°  F,  the  area  did  not  regis- 
ter a cloud-free  day  from  April  through  Au- 
gust, and  a string  of  34  straight  days  with  rain 
started  in  mid-July.  Breeding  season  assess- 
ments from  field  camps  across  the  state  are 
still  being  composed,  but  in  general,  produc- 
tion appeared  to  be  below  average.  Summer 
rarities  were  few. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
SHEARWATERS 

Although  the  northbound  Brant  migration  ex- 
tends well  into  Jun  along  the  w.  coast,  South- 


east observers  felt  it  was  an  ex- 
ceptional season  for  late  and  lin- 
gering birds.  Isolated  late  birds  in- 
cluded 7 at  Sitka  29  Jun-12  Jul 
(PHN,  MLW,  MET),  5 in 
Ketchikan  30  Jun,  plus  one  on  28 
Jul  (SCFI,  WTY),  and  one 
near  Juneau  25  Jun 
(PMS).  Fair  numbers  of 
non-breeding  Brant 
again  lingered  into  mid- 
season in  the  Glacier 
Bay  area,  which  is  near- 
ly an  annual  phenomenon, 
including  notable  counts  of  54  near  Gustavus 
through  17  Jul  (BBP)  and  14  in  Glacier  Bay’s 
upper  West  Arm  through  9 Jul  (NKD).  This 
season’s  only  Cinnamon  Teal  report  came 
from  Juneau’s  Mendenhall  Wetlands,  where  a 
single  drake  was  found  6 & 15  Jun  (PMS, 
PAR).  A pair  of  Northern  Shovelers  at  Shemya 
15-17  Jun  (MTS)  fits  the  pattern  of  rare  sum- 
mer Aleutian  records.  Historically,  and  espe- 
cially in  prairie  drought  summers,  Interior- 
breeding Aythya  find  their  way  to  the  Bering 
Sea  and  Seward  Pen.  coast.  This  year’s  high- 
lights were  mixed,  including  up  to  12  Can- 
vasbacks  on  coastal  lakes  near  Cape  Krusen- 
stern  through  10  Jun  (LHD,  NRH);  totals 
from  Nome's  Safety  Lagoon  were  modest,  in- 


cluding a pair  of  Redheads  then  a single  drake 
11  & 15  Jun,  a male  Ring-necked  Duck  6 Jun, 
and  2 Lesser  Scaup  5 Jun  (Wilderness). 
Aythya  notables  in  Southeast  included  2 sin- 
gle Canvasbacks  around  Juneau  5 & 8 Jul  and 
a female  Ring-necked  Duck  with  3 ducklings 


on  Juneau’s  Norton  L.  19  Jul  (all  PMS).  Ring- 
neckeds  are  very  local  and  rare  to  uncommon 
in  summer  and  very  rare  breeders  at  a few 
sites  in  Southeast.  Two  drake  King  Eiders 
hung  around  with  local  breeding  Common 
Eiders  in  Kodiak’s  Women’s  Bay  through  5 
Jun  (RAM);  most  of  the  few  that  winter  in  the 
area  depart  by  mid-May.  Although  Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  is  a rare  summer  visitor  in  s. 
Southeast,  a female  with  2 ducklings  on  a 
small  Ketchikan  area  muskeg  pond  22  Jun 
(ph.  JHL)  provided  a first  local  breeding 
record.  As  is  typical,  a few  Hooded  Mer- 
gansers were  observed  in  Juneau’s  Menden- 
ball  Forelands  all  season,  including  a female 
with  one  duckling  late  in  the  period  (RJGl, 
m.ob.).  At  least  one  pair  of  Ruddy  Ducks  was 
again  located  on  Kenny  L.  in  the  Copper  R.; 
the  female  was  noted  with  12  young  as  late  as 
24  Jul  (PWS). 

Furnishing  one  of  the  very  few  summer  re- 
ports of  Arctic  Loon,  all  from  the  Nome  area, 
was  a pair  on  Salmon  L.  some  40  km  inland  6 
Jul  (Wilderness);  this  site  is  in  potentially 
suitable  nesting  habitat.  It  seemed  to  be  a 
good  season  for  Interior  Yellow-billed  Loon 
sightings,  highlighted  by  one  at  milepost  195 
of  the  Richardson  Hwy.  near  Paxson  8-9  Jun 
(AB,  fide  ND)  and  another  22  km  n.  of  Fair- 
banks on  the  Chena  Hot  Springs  Rd.  5-14  Jun 


(fide  ND).  Up  to  5 summered  in  Glacier  Bay 
(NKD),  an  above-average  tally  for  Southeast, 
where  singles  are  more  typical  at  this  season. 
A displaying  Pied-billed  Grebe  at  Swan  L.  in 
Sitka  7 Jun+  (ph.  MRG,  BT)  was  a surprise; 
most  records  are  from  late  fall  through  mid- 


In  Alaska's  Southeast,  Pied-billed  Grebes  are  casual  in  summer  and  rare  fall/early  winter  visitors.  This  Pied-billed  at  Swan 
Lake  in  Sitka  found  7 June  2010  furnished  one  of  very  few  summer  records  for  Alaska.  It  stayed  through  the  summer  was 
joined  by  another  later  in  the  season.  Photograph  by  Matt  R.  Goff. 
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This  juvenile  Heermann's  Gull  photographed  at  Gustavus,  Alaska  31  July  2010  repre- 
sents the  earliest  of  Alaska's  now  nine  total  records.  Photograph  by  Nat.  K.  Drumheller. 


winter.  Another  ad.  was  found  at  this  Sitka 
site  30  Jul  (MRG);  there  are  a few  prior  sum- 
mer reports,  and  we  have  at  least  one  certain 
breeding  record  in  s.  Southeast.  What  was 
presumably  the  same  individual  Eared  Grebe 
from  summer  2009  observations  was  again 
present  in  the  Horned  Grebe  colony  at  Kenny 
L.  5 Jun-27  Jul  (DC,  PP,  PWS).  Given  the 
cooling  North  Gulf  waters,  it  was  not  a sur- 
prise that  pelagic  highlights  were  sub-par. 
The  exception  was  Alaska’s  2nd  photographi- 
cally documented  Great  Shearwater,  ob- 
served 19  Jul  (ph.  KL)  with  Northern  Ful- 
mars some  19  km  se.  of  Cape  St.  Elias;  the 
previous  record  came  3 Aug  2001,  also  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  North  Gulf. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Out-of-the-way  Osprey  sightings  included  one 
beyond  taiga  habitat  on  the  Kougarok  Rd.  near 
Nome  4 Jun  (ph.  AL)  and  one  at  Bartlett  Cove 
in  Glacier  Bay  12  Jul  (NKD).  Ospreys  are  rare 
summer  visitors  and  very  rare  breeders  in 
Southeast.  Getting  late  for  Southeast  were  sin- 
gle Northern  Harriers  at  Sitka  3 Jun  (PHN) 
and  Hyder  10  Jun  (TT,  GHR).  A pair  of  North- 
ern Harriers,  repeatedly  seen  throughout  Jul 
near  Gustavus,  were  suspected  of  local  nesting 
(NKD,  BBP).  The  species  is  more  typically  a 
fairly  early  spring  migrant  in  Southeast  and  a 
rare  summer  visitor  and  occasional  breeder  at 
the  n.  end  of  the  archipelago.  The  season’s 
only  Sora  report  came  from  Kenny  L.  at  the  n. 
end  of  South-coastal  Alaska,  where  a calling 
bird  was  heard  only  8 Jun  (BM). 

The  season’s  southbound  shorebird  move- 
ments generally  seemed  on  the  early  side, 
with  typical  concentrations  and  relatively  few 
rarities.  Following  a good  spring  tally  of  5-6 
Common  Ringed  Plovers  at  Gambell,  Lehman 
located  a nest  with  an  ad.  on  eggs  8 Jun  (vt. 
PEL).  The  Gambell  area  remains  the  Region’s 
only  known  nesting  area  for  the  species.  Rare 
and  early  offshore  in  the  Gulf  of  Alaska  was  a 
Solitary  Sandpiper  at  Kodiak’s  Narrow  Cape 
23  Jul  (ph.  RF).  Southbound  Hudsonian  God- 
wits  made  a strong  showing  in  n.  Southeast, 
where  they  are  rare,  highlighted  by  an  early 
flock  of  30  in  Juneau  25  Jun  (MCA)  and  an- 
other group  of  10  there  16-18  Jul  (GBV,  PMS, 
PAR).  This  later  Juneau  group  included  an  ad. 
Bar-tailed  Godwit  18  Jul  (PMS  et  ah,  ph, 
PAR),  a casual  autumn  migrant  in  Southeast, 
where  juvs.  are  typically  recorded.  Two  of  the 
Juneau  Hudsonians  sported  colored  leg  bands 
applied  on  wintering  grounds  in  Chiloe  L, 
Chile  in  Dec  2008.  Because  of  the  protracted 
nature  of  the  Region’s  coastal  fall  shorebird 
migration,  most  significant  migrant  concen- 
trations of  littoral  zone  specialists  are  from 
spring.  However,  the  early  Jul  high  tides  in 


Anchorage  concentrated 
Surfbirds  over  a three-day 
period,  where  a peak  tally  of 
97  at  the  mouth  of  Chester 
Cr.  11  Jul  (fide  DWS,  TT) 
represented  a new  all-time 
high  count  by  at  least  twice 
the  previous  maxima.  Casu- 
al in  fall  in  the  North  Gulf 
and  at  Kodiak  was  an  ad. 

Red  Knot  in  Kalsin  Bay  17 
Jul  (ph.  RAM,  ’WK).  A mi- 
grant Buff-breasted  Sand- 
piper reported  at  St.  Paul  1. 

13  Jul  (SL)  represents  the 
earliest  fall  report  and  first 
ever  for  Jul  from  Bering  Sea 
islands,  where  this  North 
Slope  breeder  is  casual. 

Rare  in  summer  on  inside  waters  of  South- 
east, a few  Sabine’s  Gull  reports  came  in  from 
the  Glacier  Bay/Gustavus  area,  with  singles  on 
18  & 24  Jun  (ph.  NKD)  and  8 Jul  (MDS). 
Even  more  unusual  was  a single  Sabine’s  at 
Juneau’s  Eagle  Beach  gull  roosts  19  Jun  (PMS, 
PAR,  BAA).  Mid-summer  Sabine’s  Gull  re- 
ports are  not  that  uncommon  from  deeper 
pelagic  waters  in  the  Gulf  of  Alaska.  This 
summer’s  lone  Franklin’s  Gull  report  came 
from  Glacier  Bay’s  Tarr  Inlet  11  & 27  Jun  (ph. 
NKD,  TA),  that  area’s  2nd  ever.  Since  the  Re- 
gion’s first  records  (from  late  spring  and  sum- 
mer), subsequent  records  of  this  casual  and 
nearly  annual  visitor  are  now  nearly  evenly 
split  between  the  May^un  and  early  fall  peri- 
ods. Most  unusual  was  a juv.  Heermann’s 
Gull  located  near  Gustavus  31  Jul  (ph.  NKD, 
MDS,  JJA),  which  represents  the  earliest  of 
the  nine  Alaska  records  spanning  the  period 
31  Jul-23  Sep,  corresponding  with  the 
species’  peak  northbound  surges  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast.  Getting  late,  and  furnishing  the 
season’s  lone  report,  was  a Mew  Gull  of  sub- 
species kamtschatschensis  at  Shemya  14  Jul 
(ph.  MTS).  Typically  rare  and  annual  in  sum- 
mer, and  usually  found  in  Southeast,  Ring- 
billed Gull  reports  were  thin  this  season,  in- 
cluding an  ad.  w.  to  Kodiak  5 Jun  (ph.  RAM) 
and  a subad.  at  Hyder  11-13  Jun  (ph.  GHR, 
TT).  An  apparent  worn  ad.  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  was  found  in  the  gull  hordes  at 
the  Kenai  R.  mouth  7 Jul  (ph,  TA).  There  is  a 
specimen  from  Juneau  of  graellsii,  the  sub- 
species prevalent  in  e.  North  America,  but 
there  is  also  a specimen  of  subspecies  heugli- 
ni  (often  treated  as  a separate  species)  from 
the  w.  Aleutians.  The  Kenai  R.  individual, 
though  well  documented,  probably  cannot  be 
safely  assigned  to  taxon,  as  is  the  case  with 
some  other  records  in  Alaska  and  w.  North 
America  generally. 


Aleutian  Terns  were  observed  in  Glacier 
Bay  for  the  4th  consecutive  summer,  with 
singles  in  West  Arm  6 & 21  Jun  (NKD),  in 
the  general  area  where  nesting  was  only  re- 
cently confirmed  (North  American  Birds  59: 
641).  It  was  a typical  season  for  Caspian 
Terns,  with  small  numbers  seen  mostly  on 
the  upper  North  Gulf  coast,  but  2 at  Nome’s 
Safety  Lagoon  1 Jun  (ph.  AL)  were  perhaps 
only  the  3rd  for  the  Seward  Pen.  This  sum- 
mer’s only  Common  Tern  report  was  a single 
at  St.  Paul  1.  in  the  Pribilofs  14-16  Jun  (SL), 
While  the  Kenai  Fjords  boat  trips  continue 
to  detect  fewer  Kittlitz’s  Murrelets,  the 
species  made  a strong  showing  in  Glacier 
Bay,  where  180  birds  were  tallied  in  Tarr  In- 
let 27  Jun  (BBP).  Way  to  the  n.,  a Kittlitz’s 
Murrelet  ad,  was  located  sitting  on  a nest 
with  an  egg  on  rocky  alpine  substrate  near 
Cape  Krusenstern  15  Jun  (ph.  LHD,  NRH). 
Several  of  the  Region’s  growing  number  of 
Kittlitz’s  nests  have  been  discovered  in  this 
section  of  the  nw.  coast.  The  Kenai  Fjord 
boat  trip  on  19  Jul  encountered  signiflcant 
inshore  concentrations  of  Rhinoceros  Auk- 
lets,  with  800  estimated  mostly  in  Aialik 
Fjord  (AL).  At  this  time,  most  “Rhinos”  in 
the  North  Gulf  are  found  farther  offshore  in 
widely  dispersed  small  groups. 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

A favored  Ketchikan  feeder  again  supported  a 
Band-tailed  Pigeon  flock  with  at  least  one  juv., 
marking  the  3rd  year  running  that  young 
birds  have  come  to  this  feeder  (CAF);  such 
observations  here  still  offer  the  best  breeding 
evidence  for  the  species  in  Alaska. 

Northern  Hawk  Owls  are  rare  residents  in 
the  Kodiak  1.  group,  so  a pair  of  ads,  tending 
2 young  in  the  bottomland  forest  of  Kalsin 
Bay  s.  of  Kodiak  city  25  Jul+  (ph.  MB,  FB) 
provided  a significant  breeding  record.  This 
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Present  1 2-1 6 (here  1 6)  July  201 0 at  Ketchikan's  Mountain  Point  thickets,  this  Gray  Catbird  was  one  of  three  reported  in 
Alaska's  Southeast  this  summer.  Prior  to  2010,  there  were  just  six  Alaska  records  of  the  species.  Photograph  by  James  H.  Lewis. 


f : Following  the  spring  season  influx,  Eurasian  Col- 
> ilared-Doves  invaded  s.  Southeast  in  unprecedent- 
ed numbers  into  Jul.  At  least  40  were  scattered  along  the 
length  of  the  Ketchikan  road  system,  including  15  togeth- 
er at  one  feeder  (KMR).  Collared-doves  were  conspicuous 
in  pockets  in  the  area,  calling  and  displaying,  and  pairs 
were  seen  copulating  2, 4,  & 13  Jul  (BEP,  BKJ,  KLW).  Nest- 
ing is  yet  to  be  confirmed  in  the  Region,  though  young 
birds  were  reported  with  ads.  in  late  summer,  and  a bird 
thought  to  be  a juv.  was  with  ads.  at  a Ketchikan  feeder 
into  late  jul  (ph.  KMR). 

Collared-doves  were  also  seen  elsewhere  in  s.  South- 
east: up  to  7 were  at  Annette  1. 14  Jun  (JB);  multiples  at 
two  locations  on  Prince  of  Wales  I.,  with  6 at  Klawock 
(MSt);  up  to  16  in  Wrangell  (KB,  BHD);  up  to  1 1 in  Peters- 
burg (BHP);  and  5 at  the  Stikine  R.  mouth.  A smattering  of 
small  numbers  were  reported  at  remote  sites,  including 
singles  at  the  Unuk  R.  2 Jul  (LH),  at  Yes  Bay  on  the  Main- 
land n.  of  Ketchikan  (fide  6B),  and  a newly  arriving  ad.  fly- 
ing in  off  Portland  Canal  13  Jul  (TT,  GHR).  Collared-doves 
were  noted  in  the  n.  half  of  Southeast  in  similar  small 
numbers,  as  in  summer  2009,  with  sightings  of  1-3  from 
Sitka,  Juneau,  Gustavus,  Haines,  Pelican,  and  Funter  Bay 
(m.ob.).  Even  farther  afield,  at  least  one  was  in  the  Cordo- 
va area  22  Jul-r-  (ph.  MB),  the  2nd  year  running  for  that 
site.  Many  of  these  represent  the  first  observations  for 
their  respective  locales. 

summers  Northern  Pygmy-Owl  reports  came 
from  the  Southeast  Mainland,  with  singles 
calling  near  Skagway’s  Chilkoot  Trail  9 Jun 
(PMS)  and  near  Gustavus  20  & 25  Jul  (NKD, 
BBP).  Although  scattered  pygmy-owls  are 
recorded  in  Southeast  during  most  summers, 
the  only  confirmed  breeding  is  still  just  a sin- 
gle nest  record  from  Mitkof  1.  and  a juv. 
picked  up  alive  in  Haines  in  Jun  1988.  A lone 
Black  Swift  passed  over  Ketchikan's  Tongass 
Avenue  21  Jul  (AWP,  SCH),  marking  only  the 
3rd  local  record  ever  of  this  rare  and  local 
Mainland  Southeast  breeder.  In  the  Pribilofs, 
a Fork-tailed  Swift  was  seen  swiftly  at  St.  Paul 
I.  12  Jul  (SL),  which  may  constitute  the  Re- 
gion’s first  Jul  record  of  this  otherwise  casual 
spring  and  fall  Bering  Sea/Aleutians  migrant. 
Juneau  birders  located  an  American  Three- 
toed Woodpecker  nest  off  Eaglecrest  Rd.  on 
Douglas  I.  17  Jun  (PAR,  PMS);  this  species  is 
a rare  and  elusive  resident  in  Southeast, 
where  nest  records  have  been  few  and  far  be- 
tween. Althougb  Northern  Flickers  are  local- 
ly uncommon  in  s.  Southeast,  they  are  rare 
migrants  and  summer  visitors  in  n.  Southeast, 
so  a nest  of  Yellow-shafted  Flickers  with  2 
young  in  a snag  in  a Juneau  area  muskeg  27- 
28  Jun  (ph.  PMS)  was  a first  documented  nest 
for  that  locale. 


An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  beyond  its  taiga 
habitat  was  found  n.  of  the  Brooks  Range  in 
willows  on  the  Marsh  Fork  of  the  Canning  R. 
15  Jun  (ph.  AL,  Wilderness).  At  least  2 Yel- 
low-bellied Flycatchers  held  territories  in  the 
remote  “colony”  site  up  the  Eureka  Rd.  n.  of 
the  Elliot  Hwy.  in  n.-cen.  Interior  26  Jun-4Jul 
QL,  ph.  AL,  BD).  This  site  was  discovered  in 
summer  2004  and  has  included  territorial 
birds  when  checked  in  subsequent  years.  A 
migrant  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  heard 
singing  in  Hyder  before  drifting  back  over  the 
Canadian  border  15  Jun  (TT)  provided  a 3rd 
record  for  that  locale  and  only  the  10th  for 
Southeast,  while  2 others  were  noted  (but  un- 
detailed) on  a B.B.S.  route  at  milepost  87  on 
the  Denali  Hwy.  (SC,  fide  ND).  This  year’s 
Western  Kingbird  report  came  in  from  Hyder, 
where  one  that  hung  around  11-13  Jun  (ph. 
GHR,  TT)  made  at  least  the  9th  local  report. 
Western  Kingbird  continues  to  be  found  near- 
ly each  year  somewhere  in  the  Region  but  re- 
mains casual,  with  most  records  from  Jun. 
Following  over  a decade  of  multiple  reports, 
it  was  a slow  season  for  Cassin’s  Vireo  sight- 
ings, with  only  one  found,  at  Hyder  10  Jun 
(TT,  GHR).  A migrant  Red-eyed  Vireo  was 
singing  in  the  Hyder  thickets  10  Jun  (GHR, 
TT),  the  season’s  lone  report  of  this  rare  sum- 
mer visitor,  which  is  found  mainly  on  the 
Mainland  Southeast  river  systems. 

It  was  also  a slow  season  for  extralimital 
swallows,  topped  by  an  offshore  Tree  Swallow 
at  St.  Paul  I.  2 Jun  (SL)  and  the  usual  spate  of 
Barn  Swallows.  A Bank  Swallow  was  late  on 


the  outer  coast  at  Sitka  9 Jun  (BT),  where 
there  is  no  obvious  nesting  substrate.  Up  to  4 
Barn  Swallows  were  in  remote  Chisana  on  tbe 
n.  side  Alaska  Range  foothills  19-24  Jun  (DP,  | 
NP,  CM),  where  a pair  was  thought  to  be  nest-  i 
ing.  Elsewhere,  singles  were  at  St.  Paul  1.  11- 
16  Jun  and  19-22  Jul  (SL),  and  one  was  far- 
ther afield  at  Adak  13  Jun  (IH),  a bird  de- 
scribed as  the  American  subspecies  erythro- 
gaster.  Late  Siberian  Rubythroats  arrived  with 
westerly  flows  in  the  w.  Aleutians,  with  at 
least  2 at  Shemya  15  & 17-18  Jun  (ph.  MTS). 

The  season’s  only  Mountain  Bluebird  report 
was  of  2 males  with  a female  3-4  Jul  from 
milepost  34  of  the  Taylor  Hwy.,  n.  of  the  Alas- 
ka Hwy.  intersection,  in  the  e.  Interior  (DC). 
Much  of  the  forest  within  this  section  of  the 
Taylor  has  burned  over  the  past  five  to  eight  ; 
years,  so  it  is  likely  that  more  bluebirds  could  ' 
be  found  here. 

MIMIDS THROUGH 
HOUSE  SPARROW 

Amazingly,  3 Gray  Catbirds  were  located  in  ; 
Southeast  this  summer:  one  heard  singing 
during  a B.B.S.  route  in  Sitka  10-13  Jun  (tCH, 
JAG,  RN);  one  at  a Ketchikan  jelly  feeder  22 
Jun  (tJFK);  and  one  skulking  in  elderberries 
at  s.  Ketchikan’s  Mountain  Pt.  vagrant  trap 
12-16  Jul  (ph.  JHL,  AWP,  SCH).  There  were 
six  prior  Alaska  records  of  this  species,  which 
breeds  as  close  as  s.  interior  of  British  Colum- 
bia. Elderberry  patches  on  the  Gustavus  air- 
port grounds  harbored  a secretive  Northern  ' 
Mockingbird  22  & 24  Jul  (NKD,  BBP),  a 2nd  ; 
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local  record.  There  are  now  18  Alaska  records, 
most  of  which  are  from  summer  and  early  fall. 
Southeast’s  mimid  slam  ended  with  an  elusive 
Brown  Thrasher,  also  in  the  Mountain  Pt. 
thickets  near  Ketchikan,  26  Jun-1  Jul  (ph. 
MS,  ph.  JHL,  AWP),  which  provided  only  the 
Region’s  7th  record. 

A lone  Olive-backed  Pipit  found  along  She- 
mya’s  South  Beach  6 Jun  (MTS),  and  another 
single  present  at  Gambell  14  Jun  (PEL),  were 
the  only  reports  for  the  spring  migration. 
Cedar  Waxwings  were  considered  to  be  in 
above-average  numbers  within  their  South- 
east range,  highlighted  by  20  at  Gustavus  22 
jul  (NKD,  BBP),  a new  local  high  count,  and 
32+  in  the  Hyder  area  10-15  Jun  (TT,  GHR). 
Birds  in  the  latter  bunch  were  noted  copulat- 
ing and  gathering  nesting  materials.  Over- 
shooting Tennessee  Warblers  occasionally 
move  into  the  e.  sections  of  the  Interior  in 
early  summer  and  often  hold  short-lived  ter- 
ritories. This  year’s  examples  included  a 
singing  bird  near  Seattle  Cr.  on  the  w.  end  of 
the  Denali  Hwy.  15  Jun  (SG,  fide  ND)  and  2 
singing  birds  near  milepost  240  of  the 
Richardson  Hwy.  s.  of  Delta  26  Jun+  (JL, 
m.ob.),  where  at  least  one  was  found  the  pre- 
vious year.  A mixed  flock  of  early  migrants  in 
Gustavus  20  Jul  included  a MacGillivray’s 
Warbler  (BBP)  at  the  nw.  limit  of  this  species’ 
Alaska  breeding  range.  There  are  very  few 
records  w.  of  the  Glacier  Bay/Lynn  Canal  low- 
lands. A singing  Common  Yellowthroat  at  Sit- 
ka’s Swan  L.  8-9  Jun  (BT)  was  a rare  find  on 
the  Southeast’s  outer  coast.  Yellowthroats  are 
generally  restricted  to  freshwater  marshes  and 
estuaries  on  the  Southeast  Mainland  and  im- 
mediate adjacent  islands  and  are  occasionally 
reported  in  suitable  habitats  on  the  outer  is- 
lands, e.g.,  8 on  Prince  of  Wales  I.  in  Jul  1995 
(Field  Notes  49:  965). 

As  far  as  1 know,  no  one  had  made  the  trek 
to  alpine  habitats  in  the  Alaska  Range’s  n. 
foothills  to  re-find  the  Region’s  only  known 
Brewer’s  Sparrow  (Timberline  subspecies) 
habitat  since  1996.  So  it  was  promising  to 
hear  that  a party  located  at  least  one  singing 
Brewer’s  Sparrow  e.  of  Chisana  near  Bonan- 
za Cr.  19-20  Jun  (DP,  NP,  CM).  Migrant  Brew- 
er’s have  also  been  reported  three  times  in 
Southeast  Mainland  sites  in  early  Jun  and 
once  in  fall  since  1996.  White-crowned  Spar- 
rows are  not  known  to  breed  in  Southeast, 
and  spring  migrants  have  passed  through 
that  zone  by  late  May.  Thus  surprising  was 
one  or  2 singing  birds  at  Red  Bluff  Bay,  Bara- 
nof  1.  18  Jun  (MRG).  A pair  of  Rusty  Black- 
birds with  a fledged  juv.  on  the  Chilkoot  Trail 
in  Skagway  10  Jun  (PMS)  added  to  the  very 
few  breeding  records  for  Southeast,  while  an- 
other pair  was  present  all  season  at  Norton  L. 


near  Juneau  (RJG).  Breeding  evidence  for 
Rusty  Blackbirds  is  elusive  for  Southeast, 
where  it  is  known  as  a rare  to  uncommon  and 
very  local  nester.  Late-season  storms  may 
have  contributed  to  the  arrival  of  Common 
Rosehnches  at  both  Shemya,  where  3 were 
together  13  Jun  (MTS),  and  to  the  n.  at  Gam- 
bell,  where  one  was  found  5-11  Jun,  followed 
by  2 on  14  Jun  (vt.  PEL  et  al.).  Ketchikan’s 
House  Sparrows  nested  for  the  2nd  straight 
year  in  the  same  building  that  was  used  in 
2009  (AWP,  SCH).  At  least  a dozen  juv. 
House  Sparrows  fledged  from  three  nests 
through  the  period,  while  up  to  6 ads.  were 
present  in  the  area. 

Contributors  and  observers  (subregional 
compilers  in  boldface):  B.  A.  Agler,  T.  Al- 
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Devaney,  J.  DeWitt,  N.  DeWitt  (Interior),  B. 
Dittrick,  N.  K.  Drumheller,  S.  DuBois,  L.  Ed- 
felt,  S.  Echols,  P.  Eldridge,  T.  Eskelin,  T. 
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Fultz,  T.  Galloway,  D.  D.  Gibson,  R.  E.  Gill, 

M.  R.  Goff,  R.  J.  Gordon,  T.  L.  Goucher,  C. 
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S.  Hauser,  N.  Haydukovich,  S.  C.  Heinl 
(Southeast),  I.  Hehnericks,  C.  Hisaoka,  K. 
Hocker,  L.  Huffine,  P & T.  Hunt,  D.  Hurley,  J. 
Johnson,  W.  Keys,  M.  Kissling,  E.  Kistler,  J.  E 
Koerner,  G.  Koonooka,  D,  Krug,  K.  Kuletz,  K. 
Lane,  P E.  Lehman,  J.  Leighton,  J.  D.  Levison, 

T.  Lewis,  D.  Lloyd,  S.  Lorenz,  M.  & R.  A.  Mac- 
intosh, D.  MacPhail,  C.  Mannix,  M.  McCaf- 
ferty,  S.  J.  McCurdy,  B.  Meiklejohn,  N.  Mol- 
lett,  L.  Moorehead,  J.  Morse,  R.  Nelson,  P H. 
Norwood,  B.  Paige,  B.  Pawuk,  B,  Peluso,  A. 
W.  Piston  (Southeast),  J.  E.  Piston,  D.  & N. 
Porter,  P Pourchot,  D.  Prentki,  J.  Puschock, 
K.  M.  Ripley,  P.  A.  Rose,  G.  H.  Rosenberg,  D. 
Rudis,  K.  Russell,  L.  Scharf,  R.  L.  Scher,  M.  W. 
Schwan,  M.  T,  Schwitters,  N.  Senner,  D.  Shaw, 
D.  L.  Shirley,  M.  D.  Slovin,  M.  Smith,  D.  W. 
Sonneborn,  K.  Stenek,  M.  Storm,  S.  Studebak- 
er,  P.  M.  Suchanek,  A.  Swingley,  P W.  Sykes, 
M.  E.  Tedin,  T.  Tobish,  W.  Tweit,  S.  & T.  Urv- 
ina,  G.  B.  Van  Vliet,  M.  L.  Ward,  Wilderness 
Birding  Adventures  (B.  Dittrick,  A.  Lang  et 
al.),  R.  Winckler,  J.  Withrow,  W.  T.  Young,  K. 
Zervos,  S.  Zimmerman.  Referenced  details  (t) 
and  photographs  (ph.)  are  on  hie  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alaska  Museum. 


Thede  Tobish,  2510  Foraker  Drive 
Anchorage,  Alaska  99517,  (tgtijoiagci.net) 
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eovered  in  this  updated  edition, 
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tem, the  Alaska  Highway  from 
Dawson  Creek,  BC  through  the 
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attention  is  given  to  providing  bird- 
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Juneau-in  addition  to  Alaska's  popu- 
lar tourist  destinations;  Denali 
National  Park,  the  Inside  Passage, 
the  Kenai  Peninsula,  and  Nome.  The 
status  of  more  than  500  species  of 
birds  in  Alaska-and  dozens  of  field- 
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June  was  typically  unsettled  for  most  of  the 
province,  with  showers  concentrated  in  the 
first  and  last  weeks.  An  unseasonably 
strong  front  clipped  the  North  Coast  the  first 
week  of  June,  for  instance,  bringing  a deluge  to 
the  Prince  Rupert  area.  The  exception  was  the 
Peace  River  area  of  northeastern  British  Co- 
lumbia, which  suffered  through  yet  more  sum- 
mer drought.  The  weather  station  at  Taylor 
Flats  recorded  less  than  10  mm  of  rainfall,  one 
of  the  lowest  totals  ever.  The  tap  was  turned 
off  for  most  of  the  province  after  the  first  few 
days  of  July,  and  the  sun  beat  down  merciless- 
ly; most  of  the  month  was  one  big  heat  wave. 
In  July,  multiple  southern  British  Columbia  lo- 
cales logged  record-low  precipitation. 

QUAIL  THROUGH  TERNS 

California  Quail,  while  common  in  the  Okana- 
gan Valley,  remain  fairly  rare  in  the  Pend  d’Or- 
eille  Valley,  where  small  numbers  were  seen 
throughout  the  season  (MM).  A group  of  40 
American  White  Pelicans  were  seen  at  Nelson 
6 Jun  (SO),  with  another  20  seen  at  Lardeau  21 
Jun  (MJ).  Rare  in  the  Central  Interior,  a juv. 
Double-crested  Cormorant  was  a nice  find  at 
Eaglet  L.  near  Prince  George  18  Jul  (CA,  MA). 
A Great  Egret  was  present  at  Creston  Valley 
Wildlife  Centre  7 Jul-Aug  (Paul  Prappas).  An 
imm.  Broad-winged  Hawk  was  found  near 
Qualicum  Beach,  Vancouver  1.  3 Jun  (GM).  In 
the  Upper  Fraser  Valley,  a Swainsons  Hawk 
was  a nice  find  in  Hope  11  Jun  (RT).  At 
Ashcroft,  a Ferruginous  Hawk  was  seen  soar- 
ing overhead  7 Jun  (MB).  Up  to  3 Yellow  Rails 
were  heard  in  marshes  near  Anahim  L.,  w.  of 
Williams  Lake  24  Jun  (CG,  GC,  DJ). 

A Pacihc  Golden-Plover  was  at  Boundary 
Bay  near  Vancouver  1-31  Jul  Qohn  Tabak,  Mike 
Tabak).  An  Upland  Sandpiper  was  a nice  hnd 


in  alfalfa  fields  n.  of  Revelstoke  15  Jun  (RC  et 
al).  The  provinces  3rd  Bristle-thighed  Curlew 
was  found  at  Green  Pt.  near  Tofino  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Vancouver  Is  24-27  Jun  (Daryl  John- 
son, AD).  A high  count  of  20  Long-billed 
Curlews  was  tallied  at  Corey  Pasture  in  Van- 
derhoof  6 Jun  (LF).  A summering  Hudsonian 
Godwit  was  seen  1-6  Jun  on  a beach  near  Tofi- 
no (RCr).  An  ad.  Bar-tailed  Godwit  joined  the 
Hudsonian  and  a Marbled  Godwit  at  the  Tofino 
mudlflats  6-9  Jun  (AD,  RCr).  Another  Bar- 
tailed, this  one  in  basic  plumage,  appeared  at 
Incinerator  Rock,  Long  Beach  on  Vancouver  1. 
6 Jul  (AD).  British  Columbia’s  2nd  Least  Tern 
was  photographed  on  a beach  near  the  Sandspit 
Airport  on  Haida  Gwaii  24  Jun  (Robert  Mc- 
Morran,  Allison  Alvarado). 

OWLS  THROUGH  GRACKLES 

A Great  Gray  Owl  was  struck  and  killed  by  a 
car  8 Jun  near  Vernon,  at  an  unusually  low  el- 
evation Qim  Anderson).  Short-eared  Owls  are 
declining  in  grassland  areas  across  the 
province,  so  5 at  the  fields  near  the  Revelstoke 
Airport  3 Jun  (RC,  SB)  represented  a notewor- 
thy count.  A male  Black-chinned  Humming- 
bird was  photographed  at  a feeder  in  McBride, 
e.  of  Prince  George  4 Jun  (Irene  Twiss).  With 
about  20  records  for  the  province,  a male  Cos- 
ta’s Hummingbird  graced  a feeder  near  the 
University  of  British  Columbia  in  Vancouver 
20-25  Jun  (Meg  Brown,  m.ob.).  A Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsucker  was  seen  6 Jun  in  Prince 
George  QB),  where  species  is  being  seen  in- 
creasingly. Further  reports  of  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker  near  Prince  George  came  in  from 
Newlands  15  Jun  (CA,  MA)  and  Giscome  18 
Jun  (CA,  ES).  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  have  de- 
clined drastically  in  recent  decades  through- 
out much  of  the  s.  interior  of  British  Colum- 
bia. One  seen  in  Kaslo  2-7  Jun  (Dirk  Pidcock) 
was  unexpected;  another  was  found  dead  near 
Prince  George  Airport  10  Jun  (Wayne  & 
Eileen  Campbell),  just  the  2nd  confirmed 
record  for  the  Prince  George  area. 

A whopping  18  Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers 
were  tallied  on  a B.B.S.  route  along  the 
Beaver-Bowron  Forest  Rd.  e.  of  Prince  George 
21  Jun  (CA,  CCo).  A Least  Flycatcher  was 
found  singing  on  territory  at  Pitt  Meadows  19 
(Sr  29  Jun  (KL).  A Gray  Flycatcher  singing  on 
territory  along  Barnes  Lake  Rd.  near  Ashcroft 
17  Jul  (WW)  was  well  n.  of  typical  breeding 
areas.  At  Cluculz  L.  w.  of  Prince  George,  an 
Eastern  Phoebe  pair  was  found  nesting  under 
an  old  boathouse  19  Jun  (LF).  On  Vancouver 
L,  an  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  was  discovered 
in  Beacon  Hill  Park  in  Victoria  19  Jun  (Aziza 
Cooper). 

The  Western  Scrub-Jay  in  Maple  Ridge,  pres- 
ent for  over  a year,  was  seen  throughout  the 


summer  period  (Roger  Craik,  m.ob.).  Between 
Prince  George  and  Vanderhoof,  along  Hwy.  16, 
a Gray  Catbird  was  found  19  Jun  (LF).  In  the 
Okanagan,  a Northern  Mockingbird  was  briefly 
seen  near  Vaseux  L.  12  Jun  (RCa,  Marg  Holm); 
another  was  reported  near  Olalla  in  the  Sim- 
ilkameen  Valley  9 Jul  (MB).  On  Vancouver  L,  a 
Northern  Mockingbird  was  seen  in  Nanaimo 
24  Jul  (Ed  Pellizzon).  In  the  Peace  River  area,  a 
Brown  Thrasher  was  found  near  Del  Rio  12  Jun 
(DB).  Sage  Thrashers  were  fairly  scarce  this 
summer  in  the  Okanagan.  One  frequented 
White  Lake  Rd.  through  Jul  (LN,  CC,  m.ob). 
On  the  West  Coast  of  Vancouver  L,  a Sage 
Thrasher  was  an  excellent  find  in  Tofino  2 Jun 
(AD).  A pair  of  Bewick’s  Wrens  was  found  near 
Midway  along  Myers  Creek  Rd.  in  the  W. 
Kootenay  area.  Also  in  the  West  Kootenay,  a Be- 
wick’s Wren  was  found  at  Boothman’s  Oxbow 
near  Grand  Forks  24  Jul  (RCa).  This  species 
continues  to  spread  through  riparian  areas  in 
the  s.  interior  of  British  Columbia,  with  a pair 
also  noted  along  River  Rd.  near  Oliver  15  Jul 
(NH).  Near  Vanderhoof,  a Rock  Wren  was 
found  at  Kenney  Dam  1 Jul  (NK). 

Chestnut-sided  Warblers  turned  up  in  the 
Columbia  Valley  19  Jun  (RT)  and  in  the  Peace 
River  area  near  Tumbler  Ridge  along  the  Bull- 
moose  Mine  Rd.  17  Jun  (DB).  A singing  male 
Magnolia  Warbler  furnished  a nice  record  for 
British  Columbia’s  first  ever  Breeding  Bird  At- 
las at  Incomappleux  R.  in  the  West  Kootenay 
5 Jul  (GsD).  A female  Black-and-white  War- 
bler was  banded  near  Revelstoke  23  Jul  (RC  et 
ah).  A male  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was 
found  singing  along  a forest  road  s.  of  Hud- 
son’s Hope  11  Jun  (DB).  A singing  male  Her- 
mit Warbler  at  Spider  L.,  near  Qualicum, 
Vancouver  1.  furnished  a nice  record  (GM). 
Hermit  Warblers  are  very  rare  spring  over- 
shoots in  the  province.  A male  Blackpoll  War- 
bler sang  at  the  Iona  Sewage  Ponds  in  Rich- 
mond 21  Jun  (Mike  Boyd  et  ah).  An  Ovenbird 
was  found  singing  along  West  Fraser  Rd.  in 
Quesnel,  a little  s.  and  w.  of  the  species’  usual 
breeding  range,  18  Jun  (NK).  Near  Revel- 
stoke, an  Ovenbird  was  singing  20  Jun  (fide 
RC).  In  the  Pend  d’Oreille  Valley,  a singing 
Yellow-breasted  Chat  7 Jun  (MMc)  furnished 
a notable  local  record.  Other  chats  were  at 
Colony  Farm  in  Coquitlam  18  & 22  Jun  (DM, 
Peter  Holmes)  and  at  Hope  1-18  Jun  (RT),  A 
male  American  Redstart  was  at  Grant  Nar- 
rows 6Jun-23  Jul  (LC,  KL). 

A Brewer’s  Sparrow  banded  at  Colony  Farm 
in  Coquitlam  3 Jun  (DM)  was  a surprise.  Rare 
in  the  Revelstoke  area,  a Lark  Sparrow  was 
found  by  the  airport  3 Jun  (RC,  SB);  another 
was  at  Cordova  Spit  on  Vancouver  1.  24  Jun 
(fide  Ann  Nightingale).  Continuing  a run  of 
rarities  for  Hope,  a Black-throated  Sparrow 
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was  seen  18  Jun  (RT).  In  the  Okanagan,  a 
Black-throated  Sparrow  was  found  in  a desert 
area  near  Osoyoos  right  along  the  U.S.  border 
5-7  Jun  (DB).  A Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  was 
found  along  Old  Summit  Rd.  in  Prince 
George  (CCo)  while  the  observer  was  doing  a 
non-motorized  big  day.  A male  Lark  Bunting 
was  at  Ross  L.  in  the  Skagit  Valley  8 Jun  (RT). 
A female  Chestnut-collared  Longspur  fur- 
nished a wonderful  record  at  Hope  5-8  Jun 
(Neil  Hughes,  m.ob.). 

A male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  found 
near  the  Bowron  River  Bridge  e.  of  Prince 
George  21  Jun  (CA,  CCo),  and  another  male 


visited  a feeder  at  Dome  Creek  near  Prince 
George  for  two  weeks  beginning  9 Jul  (Naomi 
Johnson).  There  was  a Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
visiting  a feeder  in  Metchosin  on  Vancouver  I. 
27  Jun-3  Jul  (fide  Dave  Newell).  With  just  a 
handful  of  local  records  for  the  lower  main- 
land, an  Indigo  Bunting  was  a great  find  at 
Brunswick  Pt.  in  Ladner  14  Jun  (fide  MT).  A 
second-year  male  Indigo  Bunting  was  banded 
at  Colony  Farm  in  Coquitlam  3 Jul  (DM). 

Observers  (subregional  editors  in  boldface): 
Cathy  Antoniazzi,  Mary  Antoniazzi,  Jack 
Bowling,  Mike  Boyd,  Samantha  Brett,  Doug 


Brown,  Russell  Cannings,  Richard  Cannings 
(RCa),  Chris  Charlesworth,  George  Clulow, 
Christopher  Coxson  (CCo),  Carry  Cowan, 
Ralph  Crombie  (RCr),  Gary  S.  Davidson 
(GsD),  Adrian  Dorst,  Lee  Foster,  Carlo  Gio- 
vanella,  Nathan  Hentze,  Nancy  Krueger, 
Kevin  Louth,  Dale  Jensen,  Marlene  Johnston, 
Derek  Matthews,  Marlene  Machmer,  Michael 
McMann  (MMc),  Guy  Monty,  Steve  Ogle, 
Elsie  Stanley,  Rick  Toochin,  Wayne  Weber.  ^ 


Chris  Charlesworth,  571  Yates  Road,  #106 
Kelowna,  British  Columbia  VI V 2V5 
(c_charlesworth23@hotmail.com) 
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Wet  and  cool  conditions  character- 
ized the  start  of  the  season,  delay- 
ing the  onset  of  breeding  activities 
for  many  species  and  likely  explaining  the 
late  northbound  passage  of  others.  A weather 
station  at  North  Bend,  Coos  received  two- 
and-a-half  times  the  normal  June  rainfall  total 
in  the  first  ten  days  of  that  month.  In  eastern 
Washington,  precipitation  was  3.5  cm  above 
normal,  and  temperatures  averaged  nearly  3° 
C below  the  long-term  norm  during  the  first 
month  of  the  period.  Out-of-season  flocks 
(presumed  late  spring  migrants)  of  several 
species  were  generally  thought  to  be  connect- 
ed to  unsettled  weather. 

Species  whose  traditional  breeding  ranges 
were  once  constrained  to  the  eastside  contin- 
ued to  prospect  and  further  colonize  the  west- 
side,  including  one  that  established  its  first 
nesting  colony  west  of  the  Cascades.  Two  pre- 


viously unknown/undocumented  hybrid  com- 
binations were  photographed,  highlighting 
the  rich  assortment  of  hybrids  reported  in  the 
Region  during  the  season.  Vagrants  showed 
well,  particularly  in  favored  Harney  County, 
Oregon.  July  was  highlighted  by  excellent 
flights  of  southbound  adult  shorebirds,  some 
of  which  go  all  but  undetected  in  most  years. 

Abbrevations:  Finley  (William  L.  Finley 
N.W.R.,  Benton),  FR.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Res., 
Lane),  Malheur  (Malheur  N.W.R.  Harney), 
N.S.C.B.  (North  Spit  Coos  Bay,  Coos),  O.S. 
(Ocean  Shores,  Grays  Harbor),  RN.P  (Point 
No  Point,  Kitsap),  PS.B.  (Port  Susan  Bay,  Sno- 
homish), RT.  (Puget  Trough),  Ridgefield 
(Ridgefield  N.W.R.,  Clark),  S.L.W.M.A.  (Sum- 
mer Lake  W.M.A.,  Lake),  W.W.R.D.  (Walla 
Walla  R.  delta,  Walla  Walla),  WV.  (Willamette 
Valley).  “Eastside”  and  “westside”  indicate  e. 
and  w.  of  the  Cascade  crest,  respectively. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

Three  Ross’s  Geese  persisted  at  Burns  through 
at  least  7 Jul  (DVP,  LH);  Ross’s,  often  injured 
birds,  occasionally  summer  in  the  Harney 
Basin.  Though  a few  Brant  summer  in  the  Re- 
gion in  most  years,  78  in  Washington  and  no 
fewer  than  69  in  Oregon  13  Jun-23  Jul  were 
exceptional;  45  at  Dungeness,  Clallam  18  Jun 
(M.  Crawford)  was  a record  summer  flock  for 
Washington,  while  three  groups  of  20+  were 
along  the  Oregon  coast  during  the  period.  A 
flock  of  70  Cackling  Geese  (subspecies  unde- 
termined), seen  flying  southward  past  the 
Tenmile  Cr.  mouth,  Coos  23  Jun  (DF),  was 
particularly  confounding,  as  there  are  only 
about  10  prior  summer  records  for  this 
species  in  the  Region;  northbound  migrants 
typically  depart  by  mid-May  and  returnees 
rarely  appear  before  Sep.  A pair  of  Trumpeter 


Swans  that  included  a long-time  resident 
male — “Solo” — bred  for  the  2nd  consecutive 
year  at  Turnbull  N.W.R. , Spokane,  producing 
5 cygnets  by  21  Jul  (T.  O'Brien);  these  are  the 
first  breeding  records  in  e.  Washington  in 
nearly  two  decades. 

Gadwall  now  appears  to  be  the  most  abun- 
dant nesting  duck  at  N.S.C.B.,  where  the 
species  first  bred  in  2006;  over  200  young 
were  counted  there  by  period’s  end  (TR).  The 
season’s  lone  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  at  Vantage, 
Kittitas  9 Jun  (TA);  in  recent  summers, 
Eurasians  have  been  near  annual  in  e.  Wash- 
ington. An  American  Wigeon  at  N.S.C.B.  21 
Jul  (TR)  was  at  site  where  the  species  is  virtu- 
ally unknown  mid-Jun-mid-Aug.  Green- 
winged Teal  seemed  unusually  numerous  in  w. 
Washington  this  summer,  with  a high  count  of 
125  at  PS.B.  26  Jun  (SM,  BW);  rare  breeders 
on  the  westside,  one  brood  of  Green-wingeds 
was  in  Everett  and  three  more  at  Deer  Lagoon, 
Island  in  Jul  (SM,  TC).  Though  annual  during 
other  seasons,  a male  Tufted  Duck  at  PS.B. 
24-27  Jun  was  a seasonal  first  for  the  Region 
(ph.  TA).  Two  Greater  Scaup  at  Burns,  Harney 
7 Jul  (DVP,  LH)  were  on  the  eastside,  where 
barely  annual  during  summer.  Lesser  Scaup,  a 
scarce  westside  breeder,  produced  four  broods 
at  Deer  Lagoon  and  one  brood  at  PS.B.  25  Jul 
(SM,  TC).  Now  present  for  over  a year  at  O.S., 
the  King  Eider  (Washington’s  20th)  remained 
throughout  the  period  (m.ob.).  Single  Harle- 
quin Ducks  at  Waterville,  Douglas  12  Jun  (B. 
Benson)  and  Liberty  L.,  Spokane  14  Jun  (G. 
Volyn)  were  presumed  transients,  as  they  were 
far  from  known  breeding  sites.  A female  along 
the  South  Fork  Coquille  R.  near  Powers  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  Jul  (J.  Lowe)  was  in  the 
same  area  where  the  first  Coos  nesting  record 
was  documented  in  2008.  Eighteen  Buffie- 
heads  summered  but  did  not  breed  at  Malheur 
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Sabine's  Gulls  are  rare  anywhere  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  during  the  summer  season,  and  exceedingly  so  inland,  so  a flock  of 
1 35  birds  (most  of  which  can  be  seen  in  this  image)  over  the  inland  marine  waters  of  Port  Susan  Bay,  Snohomish  County, 
Washington  3 June  2010  was  astonishing.  Photograph  by  Steven  6.  MIodinow. 


(DVP,  LH);  this  species  is  a scarce  breeder  in 
Oregon.  Five  Common  Goldeneyes  detected 
on  the  eastside,  17  Jun-3  Jul,  continues  a re- 
cent trend  of  rare-but-annual  summer  reports 
there;  one  at  Lakeview,  Lake  17  Jun  (A. 
Kniedel)  and  3 more  at  S.L.W.M.A.  19  Jun  (DI, 
SF)  were  all  hrst-summer  males,  while  the  age 
and  sex  of  the  other,  at  W.W.R.D.  3 Jul  (K. 
Black),  was  unreported. 

The  Pacific  Loon  that  lingered  at  Wanna- 
pum  Dam,  Kittitas  through  at  least  4 Jun 
(BW)  was  rare  for  the  eastside  in  summer.  An 
Eared  Grebe,  not  annual  on  the  westside  dur- 
ing summer,  was  at  Green  L.,  King  23-24  Jun 
(R.  Fleming),  A Clark’s  Grebe  off  West  Point, 
King  12  Jun  yielded  only  tbe  4th  w.  Washing- 
ton summer  record  away  from  Vancouver  L., 
Clark  (TH).  In  the  W.Y,  where  rare  in  sum- 
mer away  from  the  colony  at  FR.R.,  a pair  of 
Clark’s  summered  and  occasionally  per- 
formed courtship  displays  at  Fernhill  Wet- 
lands, Washington  (S.  Nord),  and  another  was 
at  Finley  (WDR).  Singles  in  Cuny  at  Port  Or- 
ford  (KnA)  and  Gold  Beach  (H.  Reinhard)  26 
Jul  were  Oregon’s  only  coastal  reports.  Nest- 
ing of  Aechmophonis  grebes  at  Malheur  was 
generally  restricted  to  Malheur  L.,  as  water 
levels  were  too  low  elsewhere  (DVP,  LH). 

A Manx  Shearwater  near  Protection  L,  Jef- 
ferson 8 Jun  was  only  the  4th  for  inland  ma- 
rine waters  (M.  Shrimpf,  S.  Pearson,  P.  Ho- 
dum).  Notably,  2 additional  “Manx-type” 
shearwaters  were  reported  just  off  nearby  Port 
Townsend,  Jefferson  13  Jun  (E.  Elias).  Con- 
firming the  first-ever  westside  breeding,  100+ 
American  White  Pelicans,  including  many 
young,  were  observed  at  Miller  Sands  along 
the  Columhia  R.  e.  of  Astoria  14  Jul+  (A. 
Emlen,  MP);  the  number  of  pelicans  summer- 
ing w.  of  Cascades  has  steadily  increased  at 
several  sites  over  the  past  decade,  but  this  lo- 
cale is,  perhaps,  the  only  one  with  suitable 
nesting  islands.  Another  95  pelicans  at  nearby 
Gray  Bay,  Wahkiakum  (A.  Richards)  made  an 


extraordinary  count  for  w.  Washington,  where 
this  species  is  an  erratic  summer  wanderer. 
Fifteen  at  O.S.  7 Jun  (fide  D.  Moore)  and  2 
more  at  Pacific,  Pacific  4 Jul  (G.  Oliver) 
strayed  to  Washington’s  outer  coast,  where 
rare  but  annual  of  late.  As  has  become  the 
norm.  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  appeared 
at  ER.R.  late  in  the  period;  2 were  there  28  Jul 
(DSr).  An  apparent  Glossy  Ibis  x White-faced 
Ibis  hybrid  that  paired  with  a seemingly  pure 
White-faced  was  observed  on  a nest  with 
chicks  at  Malheur  23  Jun  (tDVP,  tLH).  As  the 
overlap  zone  in  the  expanding  ranges  of  these 
two  species  continues  to  grow,  it  seems  likely 
that  hybrids  and  backcrosses  will  further  com- 
plicate the  already  difficult  identification  of 
Plegadis  ibis.  Approximately  9500  pairs  of  ibis 
bred  at  Malheur  this  season;  three  decades 
ago,  fewer  than  500  summered  on  this  refuge. 

A White-tailed  Kite  over  Lake  Forest  Park, 
King  24  Jul  was  unusually  far  n.  and  especially 
noteworthy  given  this  species’  decline  in  sw. 
Washington  over  the  past  few  years  (TH).  A 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  near  Frenchglen,  Har- 
ney 13  Jul  (DVP,  LH)  made  the  only  report 
from  e.  Oregon,  where  now  annual;  most  east- 
side  records  come  in  fall,  but  breeding  season 
reports  have  been  increasing  from  Harney  and 
Deschutes.  Single  Merlins  at  Big  Summit 
Prairie,  Crook  18  Jul  (CG)  and  s.  of  Frenchglen 
17  Jul  (R.  & M.  Musser)  were  noteworthy  for 
e.  Oregon,  where  summer  birds  are  not  often 
detected.  Very  rare  in  w.  Washington  during 
summer,  up  to  6 Sandhill  Cranes  inhabited 
Ridgefield  for  most  of  the  period  (fide  BF). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

The  earliest  southbound  Pacific  Golden-Plover, 
at  Camp  Rilea,  Clatsop  20  Jul  (MP),  was  also 
the  only  golden-plover  reported  for  the  season; 
none  were  found  during  summer  in  w.  Wash- 
ington for  the  first  time  since  2005.  A late 
northbound  Semipalmated  Plover  was  at  P.S.B. 


3 Jun  (SM).  A Black-necked  Stilt  at  Auburn, 
Pierce  21-22  Jun  furnished  the  4th  summer 
record  for  w.  Washington  (J.  Lemons).  A stilt  at 
Hatfield  L.  near  Bend  15  Jun  (L.  Rems)  and  an 
American  Avocet  there  5 Jun  Q.  Moodie)  were 
slightly  wayward,  as  neither  species  nests  in 
Deschutes:  both  are  common  breeders  immedi- 
ately to  the  s.  in  Klamath  and  Lake.  Another  av- 
ocet strayed  w.  of  the  Cascades  to  Detroit  Flats, 
Marion  30  Jul  (CK,  PS);  this  species  is  rare  but 
annual  on  the  westside,  with  most  reports  com- 
ing Jul-Sep.  The  last  apparent  northbound 
Greater  Yellowlegs  was  at  P.S.B.  3 Jun  (SM), 
while  one  there  12  Jun  (RM),  2 there  17  Jun, 
and  one  at  Wind  R.,  Skamania  19  Jun  (WC) 
were  present  between  dates  usually  assigned  to 
northbound  and  southbound  migration.  A 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  P.S.B.  10  Jun  was  likely  a 
late  northbound  migrant  (SM).  Twenty-six 
Solitary  Sandpipers  9 Jul+  represents  a typical 
summer  showing.  Eastern  Washington’s  16  in- 
cluded an  astounding  10  at  Colville,  Stevens  29 
Jul  0-  IsacofO;  this  appears  to  be  the  2nd  high- 
est one-day  count  there  at  any  season.  A Willet, 
very  rare  at  any  time  in  the  RT.,  visited  Padilla 
Bay,  Skagit  24  Jun  (P.  Green);  all  four  previous 
summer  records  in  the  P.T.  were  in  Jul.  Willets 
normally  arrive  on  the  outer  coast — primarily 
at  Tokeland,  Pacific — in  late  Jul.  Uncommon  in 
e.  Washington,  a single  Willet  graced  ephemer- 
al Atkins  L.,  Douglas  on  6 Jun  (M&MLD).  A 
Wandering  Tattler  at  S.L.W.M.A.  6 Jun  (SD) 
adds  to  about  nine  prior  records  e.  of  the  Cas- 
cades; this  is  the  4th  record  for  Lake.  A Whim- 
brel  at  Atkins  L.  6 Jun  (BW)  was  rare  for  e. 
Washington,  where  they  are  not  annual  during 
northbound  migration.  Half  of  the  8 Long- 
billed Curlews  reported  along  Oregon’s  outer 
coast  during  the  season  were  found  on  remote 
beaches  by  observers  monitoring  Snowy  Plover 
nesting  areas;  all  but  one  from  this  supra-nor- 
mal  tally  appeared  5-13  Jun.  Single  Marbled 
Godwits,  rare  in  the  P.T.  and  rare  anywhere  in 
the  Region  late  May-late  Jun,  were  found  at 
Camano  1.,  Island  9 Jun  (S.  Pink)  and  at  Smith 
1.,  Island  9 Jun  (fide  RM).  The  only  eastside 
Marbled  was  at  Houston  L.,  Crook  25  Jul  (PL). 
An  astounding  185  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
were  tallied  for  w.  Washington  30  Jun+,  nearly 
all  in  the  P.T.;  these  included  maxima  of  33  ads. 
at  P.S.B.  12  Jul  (SM,  BW,  TA)  and  48  (mostly 
juvs.)  at  P.S.B.  25  Jul  (SM,  TC).  Only  6 were 
along  Washington’s  coast,  whereas  all  but  one 
of  Oregon’s  14+  westside  birds  was  coastal. 
Eastside  numbers  were  well  below  normal, 
with  just  5 Semipalmateds  reported  from  each 
state.  Southbound  ad.  Baird’s  Sandpipers  are 
scarce  in  the  Region  and  particularly  so  on  the 
westside,  so  one  at  Portland  16  Jul  (AH,  CH) 
was  noteworthy.  The  southbound  flight  of  ad. 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  may  well  have  been  un- 
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This  adult  male  Indigo  Bunting  at  Eugene,  Lane  County,  Oregon  spent  17-24  (here  18)  July  2010  singing  and  defending  a ter- 
ritory in  an  area  with  several  nearby  pairs  of  Lazuli  Buntings.  Photograph  by  Dave  Irons. 


precedented,  with  no  fewer  than  60  reported  12 
Jul+.  Thirty  Pectorals  at  RS.B.  12  Jul  (RM)  es- 
tablished a new  record  high  count  for  the  sea- 
son; 23  were  at  Stanwood,  Snohomisli  26  Jul 
2008.  A Dunlin  was  at  Dungeness,  Clallam  18 
jun  (GGe),  and  3 were  there  28  jun  (RM):  this 
species  is  now  rare  but  annual  in  the  RT.  during 
summer.  Wilsons  Phalaropes  returned  to  RS.B., 
and  on  3 Jun.  one  male  exhibited  distraction/ 
aggression  behavior  suggestive  of  nesting  activ- 
ity; however,  successful  breeding  did  not  seem 
to  occur  (SM).  The  maximum  count  at  RS.B. 
was  of  8 on  6 Jun  (TA).  A late  courting  pair  of 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  was  also  observed  at 
Nisqually  23  Jun  (P.  Kelley).  Prior  to  2001,  this 
species  had  not  bred  in  w.  Washington  since 
1975.  Over  the  past  decade,  breeding  or  likely 
breeding  has  been  noted  at  two  or  three 
locations. 

Single  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were  at  Squaw  Flat 
Klamath  10  Jun  (AK)  and  S.L.W.M.A.  19  Jun 
(DI,  SF);  first-summer  birds  often  tarry  into 
mid-Jun  and  occasionally  summer  in  e.  Ore- 
gon, particularly  at  the  latter  location,  where 
they  are  nearly  annual  during  the  breeding 
season.  Five  Mew  Gulls  were  at  Neah  Bay, 
Clallam  2 Jun  (fide  CW);  Mews  are  proving  to 
be  rare  but  annual  on  the  Westside  during 
Jun.  A Glaucous-winged  Gull  x Herring  Gull 
hybrid  at  Everett  5 Jul  furnished  Washington’s 
first  summer  record  for  this  cross  (ph.  SM); 
given  the  fair  number  that  winter  in  the  RT. 
annually,  it  is  likely  that  this  hybrid  has  been 
overlooked  during  past  summers.  A Glaucous 
Gull  at  Westport,  Grays  Harbor  1 Jun-r 
(m.ob.)  and  one  at  Sekiu,  Clallam  14-15  Jun 
Q.  Stasz,  E.  Boyd,  B.  Ringler,  M.  Liubavicius) 
furnished  only  the  3rd  and  4th  summer 
records  for  Washington.  Unprecedented  in 
number  for  onshore  w.  Washington,  135 
Sabine’s  Gulls  visited  RS.B.  3 Jun  (SM),  pro- 
viding only  the  2nd  Jun  record  for  inland  ma- 
rine waters.  The  Caspian  Tern  colony  at 
Bellingham,  first  noted  in  2002,  grew  to  3020 
ads.  and  800  chicks  on  28  Jul  (fide],  Meche); 
this  represents  the  largest  documented  colony 
to  date  for  inland  marine  waters  in  w.  Wash- 
ington. Birds  from  the  Dungeness  colony, 
abandoned  this  summer  for  unknown  rea- 
sons, likely  joined  with  the  Bellingham 
colony.  For  the  7th  consecutive  year,  Arctic 
Terns  were  found  at  Dungeness  Spit,  Clallam, 
with  a pair  actively  guarding  a nest  site  18-28 
Jun  (GGe,  RM);  it  is  not  known  whether  they 
bred  successfully.  Two  Forster’s  Terns  en- 
livened ER.R.  13  Jun  (RR);  this  species  is  rare 
but  annual  at  this  site  late  May-early  Jun. 
Rare  at  any  season  in  the  RT.,  a presumed 
northbound  migrant  Black  Tern  stopped  at  L. 
Terrell,  Whatcom  10  Jun  (M.  Blanton). 

A stunning  1000  Pigeon  Guillemots  were 


near  a major  breeding  colony  at  Protection  I., 
Jefferson  20  Jun  (GGe,  J.  Acker);  though  such 
numbers  are  unprecedented  for  field  ob- 
servers, this  tally  represents  only  about  25%  of 
the  island’s  breeding  population.  Rare  e.  of 
Cape  Flattery,  Clallam,  28  Cassin’s  Auklets 
were  near  Ediz  Hook,  Clallam  31  Jul  (BW). 
Horned  Puffins  are  rare  but  annual  in  the  Re- 
gion in  summer;  this  season’s  report  came  from 
Bandon  12  Jul  (A.  & S.  Liston).  A Tufted  Puf- 
fin at  Case  Inlet,  Pierce  11  Jul  (D.  Dilworth) 
was  an  extremely  rare  visitor  to  Puget  Sound. 

Three  Band-tailed  Pigeons  at  Kettle  Falls, 
Stevens  14  Jun  (R.  & T.  Turner)  were  well  to  the 
e.  of  their  limited  range  in  e.  Washington.  A 
White-winged  Dove  inhabited  Redmond,  De- 
schutes 17  Jul-r  (W.  & P.  Bowers);  mega-rare  un- 
til about  a decade  ago,  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  Region’s  35  records  have  come  since  2000. 
A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  heard  calling  at  the 
Sandy  R.  mouth  25  Jul  (tG.  Canterbury)  was  of 
particular  interest,  as  it  marked  the  2nd  con- 
secutive summer  that  this  locale  has  hosted  a 
cuckoo;  a century  ago,  Yellow-billeds  were 
commonplace  along  the  Columbia  R.  and 
Willamette  R.  bottomlands.  A feeding  flock  of 
300  Common  Nighthawks  enlivened  East 
Knox  Pond,  Malheur  17  Jun  (LH,  DVP);  north- 
bound nighthawks  typically  arrive  en  masse  in 
the  Region  during  the  last  week  of  May  and  the 
first  week  of  Jun,  but  given  the  unusually  cool, 
wet  weather  during  this  time  frame,  it  is  likely 
that  these  birds  were  late  migrants.  A male 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  visited  Malheur  on 
6 Jun  (tG.  Lillie);  most  reports  of  this  species 
in  Oregon  involve  poorly  documented  female- 
types,  and  so  the  true  status  of  this  species  in 
the  Region  remains  unclear. 


Prior  to  this  summer,  w.  Washington  only 
had  six  records  for  Acorn  Woodpecker.  In- 
credibly, 3 were  noted  this  period,  including 
one  at  L.  Cushman,  Mason  1 Jun  (J.  Boyd,  B. 
Boyd),  one  at  Skamakawa  Vista  Park,  Wahki- 
akum 25  Jun-4Jul  (fide  KK),  and  another  far 
to  the  n.  at  Guemes  L,  San  Juan  5 Jul  0-  Alfer- 
ness).  A “female-type”  Williamson’s  Sapsuck- 
er  at  Mt.  Ashland,  jnchson  13  Jul  0-  Tufts)  was 
well  away  from  this  species’  known  breeding 
range  in  the  Cascades.  Though  undetected 
during  the  1995-2000  Oregon  Breeding  Bird 
Atlas  project  (Adamus  et  al.  2001),  Gabriel- 
son  and  Jewett  (1940)  considered 
Williamson’s  to  be  a possible  nester  in  the 
Siskiyou  Mts.  Essentially  undetected  w.  of  the 
Cascades  until  five  years  ago,  3 Red-naped 
Sapsucker  x Red-breasted  Sapsucker  hybrids 
were  detected  in  w.  Washington  lowlands  12 
Jun-3  Jul;  this  increase  in  reports  should  be 
attributed  to  increasing  observer  awareness.  A 
Hairy  Woodpecker  from  the  w.  interior  group 
(orius/monticola)  was  found  paired  with  a 
coastal  Hairy  (hairisi)  26  Jun+  (L.  Rutter);  in- 
terior birds  are  rare  but  regular  winter  visitors 
to  w.  Washington,  but  there  are  no  prior  sum- 
mer or  breeding  records.  Though  Picoides 
woodpeckers  are  known  to  hybridize,  an  ap- 
parent Hairy  Woodpecker  x White-headed 
Woodpecker  hybrid  found  on  Winter  Ridge, 
Lake  19  Jun  (ph.,  tDl,  tSF)  would  represent 
the  first  documented  cross  of  these  species.  A 
pair  of  American  Three-toed  Woodpeckers 
was  observed  feeding  chicks  at  Hurricane 
Ridge,  Olympic  Mts.,  Clallam  2 Jul  (ph.  RM); 
although  this  species  is  assumed  to  be  a low- 
density  resident  in  the  Olympic  Mts.,  this  rep- 
resents the  first  documented  nesting  in  the 
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Olympic  Mts.  since  1921  (Jewett  et  al.  1953. 
Birds  of  Washington  State). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
WAXWINGS 

An  exceptional  tally  of  52  Willow  Flycatchers 
was  noted  at  Spencer  1.,  Snohomish  31  Jul 
(SM);  previous  tallies  of  this  magnitude  have 
all  come  during  the  first  half  of  Jun.  Singing 
male  Least  Flycatchers  were  again  found  in  w. 
Washington  this  summer,  with  singles  at 
Marymoor  Park,  King  17  jun-15  Jul  (S. 
Cormier- Aagaard),  Stillwater,  King  24-29  Jun 
(C.  Anderson),  and  Carnation  Marsh,  King  5 
Jul  (B.  McGarry).  In  Oregon,  a migrant  Least 
stopped  in  at  Fields  10  Jun  (AC),  while  an  ap- 
parently unmated  territorial  male  sang  inces- 
santly at  Davis  L.  11  Jul  (Dl,  SF,  E.  Bruhnke); 
this  marks  the  4th  consecutive  year  with  at 
least  one  mid-summer  report  of  this  species 
from  widely  scattered  locales  in  Klamath,  sug- 
gesting that  it  may  be  a rare-but-regular 
stealth  breeder  in  that  county.  Though  normal 
numbers  of  Leasts  (10)  were  reported  from  e. 
Washington,  unseasonably  cool,  wet  weather 
appeared  to  delay  breeding  activities;  normal- 
ly, most  detections  come  during  Jun,  but  this 
seasons  reports  all  came  20  Jun  or  later.  An 
Eastern  Phoebe  observed  near  Cape  Blanco  2 
Jun  was  more  than  a mile  from  where  likely 
the  same  bird  was  originally  found  on  25  May 
(TJW).  Barely  annual  in  w.  Washington,  an 
astounding  4 Ash-throated  Elycatchers  were 
found  11-26  Jun,  with  3 in  King  and  one  in 
Whatcom.  In  e.  Washington,  a returning  pair 
of  Ash-throateds  at  Vantage  (TA),  plus  Walla 
Walla  singles  at  Lewis  Park  and  Biscuit  Ridge 
12  Jun  (R,  & C.  Louderback)  were  the  only 
birds  away  from  their  normal  haunts  in  oak 
woodlands  of  s.-cen.  Washington.  A conspic- 
uous pulse  of  Western  Kingbirds  passed 
through  w.  Oregon  in  early  Jun,  with  upwards 
of  40  birds  noted  in  Coos/Cimy  2-13  Jun  {fide 
TR);  20+  Westerns  enlivened  the  pasturelands 
at  Cape  Blanco  on  2 Jun,  and  at  least  10  more 
were  there  13  Jun  (TJW).  Wayward  Western 
and  Eastern  Kingbirds  were  unusually  preva- 
lent on  Washington’s  westside.  Although 
Western  Kingbirds  are  very  rare  local  breed- 
ers, the  34  tallied  1-21  Jun  were  mostly  mi- 
grants and  included  a w.  Washington  record 
summer  high  count  of  9 at  P.N.  R 1 Jun  (BW). 
Eastern  Kingbirds  are  also  very  local  nesters 
on  the  westside,  but  most  of  the  11  noted  3 
Jun-11  Jul  were  one-day  visitors. 

Most  unusual  was  an  imm.  Loggerhead 
Shrike  found  at  the  Siltcoos  R.  mouth.  Lane 
22  Jul+',  this  marks  just  the  2nd  summer 
record  for  the  westside,  where  the  species  is 
rare  at  any  season.  Washington’s  4th  Bell’s 
Vireo,  all  since  2006,  graced  St.  Andrews, 


Douglas  6 Jun  (ph.,  tBW);  careful  observation 
of  the  bird  suggested  that  it  was  of  the  nomi- 
nate subspecies.  A cooperative  ad.  Violet- 
green  Swallow  X Cliff  Swallow  hybrid  was 
near  RS.B.  18  Jul  (ph.  SM,  TC);  there  have 
been  no  definitive  prior  records  of  this  species 
(McCarthy.  2006.  Handbook  of  Avian  Hybrids 
of  the  World).  Generally  considered  sedentary 
in  the  Region,  a Black-capped  Chickadee  at 
Sentinel  Bluffs,  Grant  3 Jun  (Ryan  Merrill) 
was  surprising,  as  this  is  nearly  50  km  from 
the  nearest  known  populations.  A White- 
breasted Nuthatch  at  Concrete,  Skagit  18  Jun 
(tW.  Johnson)  was  quite  astonishing  for  nw. 
Washington,  especially  in  summer;  both  the 
Ponderosa  Pine  subspecies  tenuissima  of  e. 
Washington  and  the  Oregon  White  Oak  sub- 
species aculeata  of  sw.  Washington  rarely 
stray  from  their  respective  haunts.  Although 
Canyon  Wren  is  very  rare  elsewhere  in  w. 
Washington,  one  at  Beacon  Rock,  Skamania  2 
Jul  (WC,  G.  McWethy)  was  at  a location 
where  they  have  been  noted  regularly  over 
the  past  few  years.  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at 
Peoria  15  Jul  (R.  Campbell)  was  just  the  3rd 
for  Linn;  historically,  this  species  is  very  rare 
in  the  WV  n.  of  Lane,  where  there  are  several 
records  and  at  least  one  nesting  attempt. 

An  unexpectedly  late  Mountain  Bluebird 
visited  Cape  Blanco  1 Jun  (KnA);  most  north- 
bound strays  to  the  westside  are  found 
Mar/Apr.  Similarly  late  was  a Townsend’s  Soli- 
taire at  Eugene  2 Jun  (DSr).  Migrant  Veeries 
are  rarely  detected  in  e.  Washington,  even 
though  they  breed  at  many  locations  there; 
one  in  arid  lowlands  at  Lyons  Eerry  Park, 
Franklin  3 Jun  was  thus  noteworthy  (RM). 
The  only  westside  Veery  was  at  the  traditional 
breeding  location  near  County  Line  Ponds, 
Whatconi/ Skagit  12-24  Jun  (RM,  TA).  Sixteen 
Swainson’s  Thrushes  of  the  Olive-backed  sub- 
species group  (swaitisotii)  were  noted  at  Easy 
Pass,  Skagit  25  Jul  (RM,  E.  Houston);  in- 
creased observer  awareness  has  revealed  that 
members  of  this  group  breeds  in  small  num- 
bers w.  of  the  Cascades  in  Skagit.  Gray  Cat- 
birds, very  rare  in  w.  Washington,  were  detect- 
ed in  unprecedented  numbers  this  summer. 
One  was  at  Nisqually  4 Jun  (ph.  S.  Graham), 
5 were  noted  in  three  locations  in  ne.  Skagit  6- 
24  Jun  (m.ob.),  and  a pair  attempted  to  breed 
near  Randle,  Lewis  2 -6  Jul  (ph.  T.  Mansfield). 
Two  catbirds  along  the  Little  Deschutes  11-12 
Jun  (RR,  S.  Maulding)  were  in  n.  Klamath, 
where  summering  birds  have  reported  annual- 
ly over  the  past  decade.  This  recent  string  of 
records  suggest  that  catbirds  may  be  low-den- 
sity breeders  along  the  e.  slope  of  the  s.  Cas- 
cades. Eive  Northern  Mockingbirds  5-27  Jun 
approximates  a typical  summer  showing  in 
the  Region.  Sage  Thrashers  visited  the  west- 


side  in  both  states,  with  one  at  Renton,  King  4 
Jun  and  another  near  Bethel  Mt.  in  e.  Coos  12 
Jun  (KnA);  the  former  provided  only  the  2nd 
summer  record  for  w.  Washington  (ph.  T. 
Rohrer).  The  passage  of  970  Cedar  Waxwings 
over  RN.P.  1 Jun  likely  set  a summer  high 
count  for  Washington  (BW). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Tennessee  Warbler  at  Eields,  Harney  5 Jun 
QG,  O.  Schmidt)  was  the  first  summer  season 
bird  in  the  Region  since  at  least  2006.  A 
Nashville  Warbler  at  Seattle  4 Jun  was  over 
two  weeks  tardy  for  the  w.  Washington  low- 
lands 0-  Tubbs).  Three  of  the  season’s  4 
Northern  Parulas  were  in  Harney  3-5  Jun, 
while  another  was  at  Eloras  L.,  Cuiry  5 Jun 
(TR);  though  detected  annually  in  the  Harney 
Basin,  this  species  is  not  annual  w.  of  the  Cas- 
cades. Three  Chestnut-sided  Warblers,  all  in 
Oregon,  included  a female  at  Cape  Blanco  4 
Jul  (H.  Reinhard);  the  majority  of  Oregon’s 
records  come  from  Haniey.  Northbound  Mag- 
nolia Warblers  are  nearly  annual  in  the  Re- 
gion, but  they  rarely  summer;  a first-year 
male  settled  in  at  Detroit  Elats  22Jul+  (ph.  J. 
Matthews),  providing  the  2nd  record  for  Mar- 
ion. Hermit  Warblers  are  still  big  news  in  e. 
Washington,  despite  a flurry  of  recent  reports; 
this  season,  one  visited  a yard  in  Brewster, 
Douglas  16  Jun  (M.  Spencer).  A Myrtle  War- 
bler stopped  at  P.N.P.  1 Jun  (ph.  BW);  Wash- 
ington has  about  a dozen  summer  records,  all 
but  two  since  2000.  Eive  Black-and-white 
Warblers  included  3 in  Harney  3-6  Jun  plus 
westside  birds  at  Corkindale,  Skagit  19-20 
Jun  (S.  Atkinson)  and  Eugene  7 Jul  (D.  Hey- 
erly).  Northbound  American  Redstarts  are  an- 
nual in  Harney,  so  an  ad.  male  at  Eields  2 Jun 
(D.  van  den  Broek)  is  expected.  However,  a 
male  redstart  found  singing  at  Brookings, 
Cu?iy  13  Jul  (D.  Munson)  was  late  enough  in 
the  season  that  one  wonders  if  it  summered 
there.  Territorial  redstarts  were  back  on  terri- 
tory for  the  2nd  consecutive  summer  near 
Carnation,  King,  with  2 males  there  26  Jun 
(C.  Anderson).  A maximum  of  6 were  detect- 
ed at  their  isolated  but  well-established  breed- 
ing area  at  County  Line  Ponds,  Whatcom  24 
Jun  (TA).  Although  breeding  Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes  inhabit  several  brush-lined 
streams  just  e.  of  the  Cascade  crest,  one  along 
Camp  Polk  Cr.  n.  of  Sisters  (“Calliope  Cross- 
ing’’) 1 Jun  (SD)  was  a first  for  this  heavily 
birded  site.  Now  annual  in  the  Region  as  a 
northbound  migrant,  this  season’s  Hooded 
Warbler  was  singing  in  Portland’s  Eorest  Park 
1 Jun  Q.  Deshler).  An  apparent  MacGilli- 
vray’s  Warbler  x Common  Yellowthroat  hy- 
brid enlivened  Duvall,  King  27  Jun-5  Jul  (EH, 
B.  Meilleur,  G.  Oliver,  ph.  O.  Oliver);  there  is 
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but  one  previous  record  of  this  cross.  Over  the 
past  five  years,  Yellow-breasted  Chats  have  in- 
creased in  w.  Washington,  and  this  summer 
17  were  detected,  including  four  breeding 
pairs  at  Ridgefield  (fide  BF).  The  most 
northerly  birds  were  one  at  Van  ITorn  Ponds, 
Skagit  13  Jun  (GB)  and  2 in  Everett  21  Jun-17 
Jul  (ph.  R.  Hagerty). 

A Green-tailed  Towhee  at  Corkindale, 
Skagit  22  Jun  0-  Bird,  G.  Walker)  provided 
the  2nd  summer  (and  7th  overall)  record  for 
w.  Washington.  Western  Washington’s  4th 
summer  Lark  Sparrow  was  at  P.N.R  8 Jun 
(VN).  Lark  Sparrows  are  very  rare  vagrants  to 
w.  Washington,  with  most  records  occurring 
Apr/May  and  Sep/Oct.  Both  Larks  on  Ore- 
gon’s westside  were  in  Curry  1-13  Jun; 
though  annual  in  this  county,  they  are  quite 
rare  farther  n.  along  the  coast.  Washington’s 
5th  summer-season  White-throated  Sparrow 
persisted  throughout  the  period  at  Seattle 
(TA).  Northbound  Golden-crowned  Spar- 
rows occasionally  linger  into  early  Jun,  as 
was  the  case  with  a presumed  migrant  at 
Cabin  Lake  Guard  Station,  Lake  1 Jun  (CB). 
One  singing  at  Skamakawa,  Wahkiakum  22 
Jun  (M.  Breece)  and  another  on  Mt.  Ashland 
13  Jul  QT)  were  likely  summering  at  those 
locations.  Washington  has  only  about  10 
summer  records  over  the  past  30  years.  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks  made  an  above-average 
showing,  with  13  detected  1 Jun-27  Jul;  9 
were  in  Oregon.  A male  Indigo  Bunting  at 
Eugene  17  Jul+  (R.  Sinnott)  provided  the 
only  report  of  the  season.  An  Indigo  Bunting 


X Lazuli  Bunting  hybrid  near  Cougar, 
Cowlitz  21-27  Jun  (tRK)  furnishes  just  the 
2nd  Washington  record  for  this  cross,  which 
has  appeared  several  times  in  Oregon. 

A singing/displaying  ad.  male  Bobolink  at 
Cape  Blanco  28  Jun  (TJW)  was  quite  surpris- 
ing, as  nearly  all  coastal  reports  of  this  species 
involve  fall  immatures.  After  a hiatus  of  several 
years.  Tricolored  Blackbirds  returned  to  a for- 
mer colony  site  on  Wilson  Cr.,  Grant,  with  sev- 
eral pairs  there  4-14  jun  (DS).  Additional  terri- 
torial males  were  near  Othello,  where  they  of- 
ten winter  but  have  never  bred  (R.  Hill).  Once 
again.  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  summered 
again  at  ES.B.,  with  maximum  of  12  there  on  3 
Jun  and  four  active  nests  found  during  Jul 
(SM);  this  is  one  of  only  a few  locations  in  w. 
Washington  where  this  species  has  been 
known  to  nest.  The  season’s  7 Great-tailed 
Grackles  included  2 in  Washington,  where  they 
are  decidedly  rarer  than  in  Oregon;  all  but  one 
were  in  Jun.  Two  Hooded  Orioles  brightened 
Fields  4-6  Jun  (DVP,  LH).  This  season’s  Balti- 
more Oriole  was  at  Malheur  3 Jun  (M.  van 
Dyk).  Unprecedented  for  summer  in  lowland 
w.  Washington,  2 Pine  Grosbeaks  visited 
Everett  24  Jun  (tSM);  though  very  rare  winter 
visitors  to  westside  lowlands,  the  previous  late 
record  was  30  Apr  2007.  On  the  eastside,  a Pine 
Grosbeak  at  the  Cabin  Lake  Guard  Station  1 
Jun  (CB)  was  far  s.  and  w.  of  any  site  where 
they  are  found  regularly  during  summer.  Rare 
w.  slope  Cassin’s  Finches  were  again  noted  at 
Mt.  Hardy,  Skagit  12  Jul+,  with  a maximum  of 
18  there  on  18  Jul  (S.  Atkinson).  Western 


Washington’s  only  sighting  of  the  peripatetic 
White-winged  Crossbill  was  one  at  Paradise, 
Mt.  Rainier,  Pierce  10  Jul  (SM,  TC).  A Lesser 
Goldfinch  near  Raymond,  Pacific  20  Jul  provid- 
ed further  evidence  of  this  species’  range  ex- 
pansion in  w.  Washington  beyond  Clark  (KK) 
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This  summer  was  the  coolest  in  several 
decades,  resulting  in  protracted  and  de- 
layed nesting  for  many  species,  especially 
California  Gulls  in  Mono  County.  At  Southeast 
Farallon  Island,  seabird  productivity  was  high 
for  species  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  abun- 
dant krill  (Cassin’s  Auklet)  or  juvenile  rockfish 
(Pigeon  Guillemot).  However,  Brandt’s  Cor- 
morants had  low  productivity,  possibly  due  to  a 
more  specialized  diet  on  anchovies,  which  have 
been  scarce  recently.  Highlights  this  season  in- 
cluded high  numbers  of  Cook’s  Petrels  for  the 
second  consecutive  year,  a well-photographed 
Glossy  Ibis,  another  Mexican  Whip-poor-will, 
and  the  Region’s  ninth  Veery. 


Abbreviations:  B.P.  (Biological  Preserve); 
C.B.R.C.  (California  B.R.C.);  C.C.ES.  (Coy- 
ote Creek  Field  Station,  Santa  Clara)',  C.R.R 
(Cosumnes  River  Preserve,  Sacramento)'  C.V. 
(Central  Valley);  FI.  (Southeast  Farallon  1., 
San  Francisco):  H.R.S.  (Hayward  R.S.,  Alame- 
da): O.S.P.  (Open  Space  Preserve);  PRBO 
(PRBO  Conservation  Science);  S.F  (San 
Francisco,  not  State  Forest).  Reports  of  ex- 
ceptional vagrants  submitted  without  docu- 
mentation are  not  published.  Documentation 
of  C.B.R.C.  review  species  will  be  forwarded 
to  Guy  McCaskie,  Secretary,  R O.  Box  275, 
Imperial  Beach,  California  91933.  Birds 
banded  on  FI.  should  be  credited  to  PRBO 
and  those  banded  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  to  the 
Big  Sur  Ornithology  Lab  of  the  Ventana 
Wildlife  Society. 
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An  unexpected  species  even  on  the  nearby  coast,  this  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  a complete  surprise  over  the  ocean  as  it 
emerged  from  the  fog  31  July  2010  during  a pelagic  trip  in  the  Gulf  of  the  Farallones,  Marin  County,  California.  Photograph  by 
Larry  Stone. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GROUSE 

The  string  of  late  goose  reports  from  spring 
continued  into  summer,  with  9 Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  over  Capitola  Beach  5 
Jun  (DLSu)  providing  the  first  Jim  record  of 
non-summering  birds  for  Santa  Cruz',  2 near 
Mendota  12Jul  (GaW)  were  the  first  ever  in 
summer  in  Fresno.  A Brant  inside  S.E  Bay  at 
Miller/Knox  R.S.,  Contra  Costa  25  Jul  (ADeM) 
was  especially  unexpected  in  summer.  Far- 
ther inland,  one  near  Firebaugh  28  Jun-4  Jul 
QSy,  SBT,  ph.  GaW,  Jill  Rucker)  was  only  the 
3rd  for  Fresno  and  the  first  in  summer;  up  to 
4 others  were  in  Mono:  2 at  Crowley  L,  1-5 
Jun  (Ken  Wells,  Steve  Brad),  one  at  Mono 
Lake  C.P.  17  Jun-31  Jul  (PJM,  DMo,  m.ob.), 
and  another  along  the  e.  shore  of  Mono  L. 
near  Warm  Springs  8 Jul  (DHo).  Cackling 
Geese  included  one  at  Laguna  Grande,  Mon- 
terey 4 Jun  (ininiina;  SRv),  one  at  Dry  Lagoon, 
Flianboldt  9 Jun  (Jeff  Miller),  and  singles  in 
Santa  Clara  at  L.  Cunningham  15  Jun  (ph. 
JPa)  and  at  the  Gilroy  WT.P  27  Jul  (likely  leu- 
copareia:  WGB). 

An  American  Wigeon  at  Struve  Slough  19- 
26  Jun  (LGo,  WGo,  DLSu,  JHW)  was  the  first 
ever  in  summer  in  Santa  Cruz.  Unexpected 
summer  Blue-winged  Teal  included  a pair  in 
Sierra  Valley,  Plumas  through  20  Jun  (FrO, 
BBg),  one  at  the  Madera  W.T.P.,  Madera  1 Jul 
(LyH,  PFa),  and  3 birds  in  San  Joaquin — a fe- 
male at  the  Stockton  W.T.P  12  Jul  (DGY, 
Donette  D’Alonzo)  and  a pair  at  the  Lodi 
W.T.P.  15  Jul  (DGY).  Other  unusual  ducks  at 
the  Stockton  W.T.P.  12  Jul  included  three 


pairs  of  Cinnamon  Teal  with  10+  imms.,  in- 
dicating probable  local  nesting,  5 ad.  and  3 
juv.  Redheads,  confirming  the  first  nesting  in 
San  Joaquin,  and  a male  Bufflehead  (all  DGY, 
Donette  D'Alonzo).  Northern  Shovelers  bred 
successfully  at  Redwood  Shores,  San  Mateo, 
with  a single  young  bird  surviving  1 Jun-11 
Jul  (Pat  Boor,  LBt,  RSTh).  At  least  three 
broods  of  Canvasback  were  at  the  Willow 
Creek  W.A.,  Lassen  7 Jul  (DS).  Lesser  Scaup 
bred  again  at  their  usual  spots  in  Alameda  (at 
least  two  broods  at  H.R.S.  29  Jun;  RJR)  and 
Santa  Clara  (one  brood  at  Sunnyvale  14  Jul; 
WGB).  Resident  male  Harlequin  Ducks  con- 
tinued inside  S.F  Bay  at  Herons  Head  Park, 
San  Francisco  (m.ob.)  and  Coyote  Pt.,  San 
Mateo  (RSTh,  LBt,  AME).  The  only  Long- 
tailed Duck  reported  was  at  FI.  12-17  Jul 
(PRBO).  A female  Bufflehead  with  10  young 
at  Harvey  Place  Res.,  Alpine  18  Jul  (DS)  was 
near  the  s.  end  of  this  species’  breeding  range 
in  the  state  and  e.  of  the  Sierra  crest.  Com- 
mon Goldeneyes  included  the  2nd  summer 
record  for  Mendocino  at  the  Ukiah  W.T.P.  3-4 
Jun  (CEV,  CHW,  GeH)  and  the  first  Jul 
records  for  Santa  Clara — 4 birds  in  Alviso  13- 
31  Jul  (WGB,  MMR,  MJM,  RGJ,  JTh).  A late 
Hooded  Merganser  at  College  L.  13  Jun 
(CKO  provided  the  first  Jun  record  for  Santa 
Cruz.  Ruddy  Ducks  with  precocial  young 
confirmed  breeding  at  the  Ukiah  W.T.P,  Men- 
docino 18-19  Jul  (CEV)  and  at  two  new  loca- 
tions in  Santa  Clara,  near  Foothill  College  5 
Jun  (Charles  Coston)  and  at  Mississippi  L.  12 
Jun  (RCP).  A female  Sooty  Grouse  in  open  ju- 


niper-oak woodland  at  1070  m elevation  13 
km  se.  of  Pittville,  Lassen  27  Jun  (KAb,  Mary 
Able)  was  at  a low  elevation,  especially  during 
the  breeding  season. 

LOONS  THROUGH  CORMORANTS 

Red-throated  Loons  were  unusually  numerous 
and  widespread  along  the  coast;  this  is  typical- 
ly the  scarcest  loon  species  in  summer.  Though 
Common  Loons  have  not  been  confirmed 
breeding  in  the  Region  in  decades,  small  num- 
bers still  appear  on  inland  reservoirs  in  sum- 
mer. This  year,  singles  were  in  TehamaJGlenn 
(the  same  bird),  Alpine,  and  Mono,  and  2 were 
on  Copco  L.,  Siskiyou  6 Jun  (RE).  Two  to  three 
pairs  of  Clark’s  Grebes  attempted  nesting  at 
Coyote  Res.  in  early  Jun  (ph.  JAC),  establish- 
ing only  the  2nd  breeding  location  for  the 
species  in  Santa  Clara,  though  nesting  was  ap- 
parently unsuccessful.  An  apparent  Laysan  Al- 
batross X Black-footed  Albatross  hybrid  was  off 
Half  Moon  Bay  in  San  Mateo  and  San  Francisco 
31  Jul  (ShJ);  a pure  Laysan  was  near  Pioneer 
Canyon,  San  Mateo  the  same  day  (ShJ).  A 

Last  year's  record  numbers  of  Cook's  Petrels  were 
shattered  by  results  of  a survey  cruise  near  the 
Davidson  Seamount,  Monferey.  Counts  of  3005, 1395,  and 
725  were  recorded  on  23, 24,  & 25  Jul,  respectively  (tPP, 
ph.  Abe  Borker).  On  23  Jul,  eight  flocks  of  100-300  birds 
were  observed  sitting  on  the  water,  and  10-30  individuals 
were  in  view  throughout  much  of  the  day.  Variation  in 
pigmentation,  size,  and  molt  (e.g.,  with  one  bird  having  a 
distinctly  white  collar  and  fresher  plumage  and  several 
being  noticeably  smaller  and  darker  than  others)  raised 
the  possibility  that  other  species  were  present,  but  it  was 
ultimately  determined  that  all  of  these  were  likely  Cook's. 
Such  variability  points  to  the  high  standards  of  documen- 
tation required  to  confirm  the  presence  of  other  Cookilar- 
ia  petrels  in  the  Region. 

On  the  same  trip,  Leach's  Storm-Petrels  numbered 
1745  (an  all-time  Regional  high),  666,  and  725  during 
these  three  days.  Two  to  4 dark-rumped  Leach's  were  ob- 
served each  day,  and  Pyle  noted  that  approximately  10% 
of  the  individuals  on  the  latter  two  days  were  "Guadalupe" 
types  (see  North  American  Birds  63: 540-549).  Smaller 
numbers  of  these  species  included  30  Cook's  Petrels  and 
20  Leach's  Storm-Petrels  120  km  off  Half  Moon  Bay,  San 
Mateo  23  Jul  (JsC)  and  4 Cook's  Petrels  off  Half  Moon  Bay 
(2  each  in  San  Mateo  and  San  Francisco)  31  Jul  (ShJ). 

“Dark-rumped”  Petrel  near  the  Davidson 
Seamount,  Monterey  25  Jul  (tPP  Abe  Borker) 
was  too  distant  to  be  identified  to  species,  but 
was  likely  a Hawaiian;  Galapagos  Petrel  has 
not  been  confirmed  in  the  Region. 

Ashy  Storm-Petrels  occur  regularly,  though 
in  low  numbers,  inside  S.F  Bay.  One  at  H.R.S. 
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This  Grasshopper  Sparrow,  still  largely  in  juvenal  plumage,  was  very  near  the  only  known  breeding  location  for  the  species  in 
Placer  County,  California  1 7 July  201 0.  Photograph  by  Phil  Robertson. 


30  Jun  (RJR)  provided  the  first  summer  record 
for  that  location,  while  2 near  Red  Rock  9 Jun 
(ph.  Mark  Rauzon,  Meredith  Elliott,  Eric 
Lichtwardt,  Jason  Minton)  were  likely  in 
Marin  but  close  to  Contra  Costa,  where  the 
species  is  unrecorded.  The  only  booby  report- 
ed was  a distant,  unidentified  bird  at  Pt.  Pinos, 
Monterey  8 Jul  (BLS).  American  White  Peli- 
cans are  infrequently  recorded  in  Mendocino 
away  from  L.  Mendocino,  so  5 over  Round 
Valley  3 Jul  (KPa)  were  noteworthy.  Brandts 
Cormorants  bred  very  late,  not  initiating  nest- 
ing until  May  in  many  areas  (DLSu,  PW,  RB). 
At  EE,  a 3 Jun  survey  recorded  an  all-time  low 
breeding  population  of  556  birds,  but  activity 
increased  in  mid-Jun,  and  by  14  Jul  more  than 
5000  were  present  (PW,  RB).  Pelagic  Cor- 
morants also  bred  late  at  EL,  though  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  demonstrated  typical 
phenology  (PW,  RB).  A Brandt’s  Cormorant  in 
Alviso  27  Jun  (MJM,  RGJ)  provided  Santa 
Clara's  4th  summer  record,  excluding  last 
year’s  invasion. 

HERONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Least  Bitterns  were  reported  from  Clear  L., 
Lake  31  Jul  (Greg  Giusti)  and  Yolo  Bypass 
W.A.,  Yolo  22  Jun+  (Dave  Eeliz).  Sixteen 
Snowy  Egrets  at  the  Ukiah  W.T.P.  25  Jul  (CEV, 
CWH,  GeH)  was  the  highest  count  ever  for 
Mendocino'  a single  Snowy  at  Steamboat  L.  29 
Jul+  (RE)  was  a rare  find  for  the  Shasta  Valley, 
Siskiyou.  The  only  coastal  Cattle  Egret  report- 
ed was  an  ad.  in  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  31  Jul 
(ph.  WGB).  An  ad.  Black-crowned  Night- 
Heron  at  the  Ukiah  W.T.P.  1-23  Jun  (CEV,  S. 
Stump),  followed  by  a juv.  22-31  Jul  (CEV, 
CWH,  GeH),  provided  the  5th  and  6th  sum- 
mer records  for  Mendocino.  An  ad.  Glossy  Ibis 
nicely  photographed  in  Sierra  Valley  10  Jun 
(ph.  BLe)  was  the  first  to  be  found  in  Plumas. 
White-faced  Ibis  were  found  in  ones  and  twos 
in  Mendocino,  Santa  Clara,  Santa  Cruz,  and 
Monterey  10Jun-27Jul;  11  were  seen  heading 
northward  over  Ano  Nuevo  S.R.  and  El  Grana- 
da, San  Mateo  12  Jun  (Bobjuhl,  AJ). 

Swainson’s  Hawks  bred  again  near  the 
Napa  County  Airport,  Napa,  with  3 juvs.  ac- 
companying the  local  pair  31  Jul  (MBe);  less 
expected  was  a Swainson's  Hawk  near  Wind- 
sor, Sonoma  20  Jul  (Line  van  Cleave).  Del 
Norte's  Crested  Caracara  reappeared  n.  of  Et. 
Dick  29  Jul+  (LuB).  Up  to  2 vocal  Yellow  Rails 
summering  26  Jun-4  Aug  at  Willow  L.  were 
the  first  found  in  Plumas  since  1894  (t Peter 
Gaede,  m.ob.).  Up  to  2 Black  Rails  were  found 
again  at  Upper  Bidwell  Park,  Butte  15-27  Jul 
(Will  Lewis,  Erika  Taketa).  As  many  as  4 
Black  Rails  pleased  many  observers  in  recent- 
ly restored  marsh  at  Martinez  R.S.  24  Jun-8 
Jul  (AJ,  m.ob.);  the  species  is  regular  farther  e. 


in  Contra  Costa.  A Clapper  Rail  at  Heron’s 
Head  Park  3-12  Jul  (ph.  Richard  Dreschler, 
m.ob.)  was  the  first  found  in  S.F.  since  2001; 
it  had  been  radio-tagged  at  Colma  Cr.  marsh 
in  South  S.E,  San  Mateo  in  Apr  2010.  Virginia 
Rails  were  confirmed  breeding  in  Dougherty 
Valley,  Contra  Costa  4 Jun  (Malcolm  Sproul) 
and  at  Quail  Hollow  Ranch  C.P.,  15  Jun 
(AMR);  the  latter  is  the  first  breeding  confir- 
mation for  the  San  Lorenzo  Valley  area  of  San- 
ta Cruz.  An  ad.  Common  Moorhen  at  Mad- 
dalena  Ranch  in  Sierra  Valley  16-28  Jun  (ErO, 
DeH,  DvH)  was  apparently  the  first  for 
P/iitnas.  The  Bridgeport,  Mono  pair  of  Sandhill 
Cranes  was  last  seen  21  Jun  (PJM);  no  evi- 
dence of  nesting  was  detected  this  year. 

SHOREBIRDS 

A Black-bellied  Plover  at  Borax  L.  8 Jul  (FHa) 
provided  only  the  4th  summer  record  for 
Lake.  A Pacific  Golden-Plover  at  the  Madera 
W.T.P.  13  Jul  (ph.  GaW)  furnished  the  first 
summer  record  for  Madera.  An  alternate- 
plumaged  ad.  American  Golden-Plover  was 
reported  from  L.  Earl,  Del  Norte  29Jun-ll  Jul 
(tLuB).  Snowy  Plovers  in  less  expected  loca- 
tions included  3 at  Lower  Klamath  N.W.R., 
Siskiyou  23  May-4  Jun  (RE,  MERb)  and  sin- 
gles at  the  Woodland  W.T.P,  Yolo  13  Jul  (TEa) 
and  Lodi  W.T.P,  Snn  Joaquin  23-24  Jul  (DGY, 
JLx,  RbE).  Black-necked  Stilts  bred  success- 
fully at  Heron’s  Head  Park  27  Jun+  (PSar, 
m.ob.),  a first  for  mainland  S.E;  2 at  Borax  L. 
23  Jul  (FHa)  provided  the  3rd  summer  record 
for  Lake.  An  American  Avocet  along  the  Nice- 
Lucerne  cutoff  6 Jun  (FHa)  provided  Lake's 
4th  summer  record.  Solitary  Sandpipers  in- 


cluded one  near  Marcum,  Sutter  20  Jul  OSL) 
and  a notable  3 in  San  Joaquin  5-24Jul  ORow, 
KPa,  Celeste  Pryor,  DGY,  JLx).  Two  Marbled 
Godwits  at  the  Fresno  W.T.P.  22  Jul  (GaW) 
provided  the  first  summer  record  for  Fresno. 

A basic-plumaged  Red  Knot  summered  at 
Alpaugh,  Tulare  8 Jun-19  Jul  (SAL),  where  un- 
expected even  as  a migrant.  It  was  a banner  sea- 
son for  Semipalmated  Sandpipers.  The  first  was 
noted  s.  of  Corcoran,  Kings  29  Jun  (]Sy,  SBT); 
at  least  38  more  were  reported  in  13  other 
counties  10  Jul+,  including  at  least  14  ads.  10- 
22  Jul.  Very  unexpected  on  25  Jun  was  a Baird’s 
Sandpiper  that  landed  on  a ship  above  the 
Davidson  Seamount,  Monterey  (PP);  more  ex- 
pected were  5 in  four  other  counties  12  Jul+, 
including  Lake's  2nd  in  summer,  at  Borax  L.  26 
Jul  QSL).  A Pectoral  Sandpiper  near  Stratford, 
Kings  16  Jun  (tPeter  Gaede)  was  likewise  hard 
to  explain;  5 in  four  other  counties  15-26  Jul 
made  for  an  above-average  Jul  showing.  An  al- 
ternate-plumaged  Dunlin  at  Crowley  L.,  Mono 
for  “about  a week”  4 Jun  (Ken  Wells,  Steve 
Brad)  was  presumably  a very  late  northbound 
migrant.  The  only  Ruff  reported  was  a female  at 
L.  Earl,  Del  Norte  29  Jun  (LuB).  A Short-billed 
Dowitcher  at  Goose  L.  3 Jul  (SCR)  was  one  of 
few  found  in  Modoc  and  early  for  an  inland 
bird.  Wilson’s  Phalarope  numbers  at  Mono  L., 
Mono  were  well  below  average  this  summer, 
with  the  normally  large  fiocks  of  thousands  of 
birds  being  absent  (Jide  KNN).  Curiously,  the 
Jul  high  count  for  Santa  Clara  was  only  3,  well 
below  the  past  five-year  average  of  just  under 
1000  (Jide  WGB).  We  received  no  other  reports 
of  this  species  to  know  whether  this  scarcity 
was  more  widespread  or  not. 
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GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

The  lone  Laughing  Gull  report  was  from  the 
Stanislaus  W.T.P.,  Stanislaus  13  Jun  (ph. 
ERG).  Franklin’s  Gulls  continued  their  recent 
pattern  of  abundance  in  Siskiyou,  Modoc,  and 
Lassen,  with  high  counts  of  228  at  Lower  Kla- 
math N.W.R.,  Siskiyou  16  Jun  (DS,  David 
Haines)  and  60  n.  of  Willow  Creek  W.A., 
Lassen  1 Jul  (DS).  The  only  Franklin’s  Gulls 
reported  away  from  the  ne.  were  4 s.  of  Cor- 
coran, Kings  4 Jun,  dwindling  to  2 by  10  Jun 
(both  JSy).  Western  Gulls  experienced  very 
poor  breeding  success  on  FI.  (PW,  RB).  A 
nest  with  chicks  at  Seacliff  S.B.,  Santa  Cniz 
19  Jul  (DLSu)  provided  the  first  nesting  by 
the  species  along  the  Santa  Cniz  coast  s.  of 
Capitola.  The  new  colony  of  California  Gulls 
at  the  Davis  W.T.P.,  Yolo  grew  to  76  nests  in 
early  Jun  but  dwindled  due  to  predation; 
some  chicks  hatched,  but  the  last  was  seen  5 
Jul,  and  none  successfully  fledged  (Ed 
Whisler).  Similarly,  chicks  were  noted  in  the 
FI.  colony  on  15  Jun,  and  one  nest  was  active 
until  20  Jul,  but  as  in  the  last  two  years,  the 
colony  failed  to  fledge  any  young  (PW,  RB). 
California  Gulls  at  Mono  L.,  Mono  experi- 
enced their  most  delayed  nesting  phenology 
in  the  28-year  study  (KNN);  in  early  Jul,  26% 
of  nests  still  contained  eggs  (typically  all  have 
hatched  by  this  time),  and  there  were  still  nu- 
merous small  chicks  on  1 Aug.  Intraspecific 
predation  was  rampant,  apparently  due  to  the 
scarcity  and  small  size  of  brine  shrimp  result- 
ing from  cold  spring  temperatures  (KNN). 
Unusually  large  numbers  of  California  Gulls 
were  noted  in  Santa  Cruz  for  the  2nd  consec- 
utive summer  (DLSu). 

A pair  of  Least  Terns  nested  at  the  Sacra- 
mento Regional  W.T.R,  Sacramento  (ph. 
CCo,  m.ob.)  for  the  3rd  consecutive  year. 
One  juv.  fledged  from  the  one-egg  nest,  being 
last  seen  17  Aug;  the  last  ad.  was  seen  24 
Aug.  A pair  was  present  at  the  regular  breed- 
ing site  e.  of  Kettleman  City,  Kings  2 Jun-27 
Jul,  fiedging  2 young  OSy)-  An  ad.  Least  Tern 
at  the  Ukiah  W.T.P.  3 Jun  (Steve  Stump  et  al.) 
provided  Mendocino's  3rd  record;  another 
was  at  the  Hudemann  wetlands,  Sonoma  23 
Jul  (BDR  MBe).  In  more  typical  areas  around 
S.F  Bay,  50  at  the  Montezuma  Wetlands, 
Solano  3 Jun  had  12  chicks  by  9 Jul  (RLCL, 
EPi,  Ann  Wallace  et  al);  11  were  at  Huichica 
Creek  W.A.,  Napa  30  Jun  (MBe);  and  up  to 
89  (on  18  Jul)  were  in  bayside  ponds  in 
Mountain  View  and  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  5 
Jul-i-  (DvWb,  MMR,  m.ob.).  A Common  Tern 
at  Atwell  L,  Tulare  7-9  Jun  (SAL)  and  single 
Arctic  Terns  at  N.  Lake  Tahoe,  Placer  9 Jun 
(ph.  tTWL)  and  Biscar  W.A.,  Lassen  6 Jul 
(tDS)  were  rare  inland.  Counts  of  15-29  Arc- 
tic Terns  near  Davidson  Seamount,  Monterey 


23-25  Jul  (PP  Abe  Borker)  and  14  off  Half 
Moon  Bay,  with  4 in  San  Mateo  and  10  in  San 
Francisco,  31  Jul  (ShJ)  were  high  for  summer. 
After  several  years  of  complete  nest  failure, 
Caspian  Terns  at  the  Salinas  R.  mouth,  Mon- 
terey fledged  a number  of  young  (fide  TAm). 
Two  pairs  nested  at  Mono  L.,  Mono,  where 
the  species  occasionally  breeds  (KNN).  Un- 
precedented numbers  of  Black  Skimmers  at 
H.R.S.  peaked  at  18  ads.  26  Jul;  12  young 
were  in  six  nests  there  29  Jul  (both  RJR).  A 
pair  attempted  nesting  at  Belmont  Slough, 
San  Mateo  11  Jul  (AME  et  al.).  Singles  at 
Bodega  Harbor,  Sonoma  14  Jul  (LHg,  Don 
Reinberg)  and  Brooks  L,  Contra  Costa  27  Jul 
(Pat  Bacchetti)  were  n.  of  known  breeding 
areas.  Six  South  Polar  Skuas  near  Davidson 
Seamount,  Monterey  24  Jul  (PP  Abe  Borker) 
and  45  Long-tailed  Jaegers  off  Half  Moon  Bay 
(in  San  Mateo  and  San  Francisco)  31  Jul  (ShJ) 
were  high  counts  for  summer. 

At  EL,  Dave  Manuwal  found  a three-fold 
decline  in  Cassin’s  Auklet  burrow  densities 
compared  to  his  1971  survey  of  the  same 
sample  plots,  but  productivity  was  quite  high 
this  summer  (PW,  RB).  Common  Murres  and 
Pigeon  Guillemots  bred  late  but  also  experi- 
enced high  productivity  on  EL  (PW,  RB). 
Counts  of  Xantus’s  Murrelets  around  David- 
son Seamount,  Monterey  23-25  Jul  peaked  at 
18  on  the  first  day,  including  at  least  12 
scrippsi  and  a single  hypoleuca  (PP,  Abe  Bork- 
er). An  Ancient  Murrelet  just  outside  Mon- 
terey Harbor,  Monterey  19  Jul  (RT)  was  the 
only  one  reported. 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Surveys  of  144  urban  coastal  sites  from  Live 
Oak  to  Seacliff,  Santa  Cmz  23  Jun-5  Jul  pro- 
duced 360  Eurasian  Collarcd-Doves.  These 
numbers  demonstrate  the  extent  to  which 
this  species  has  colonized  this  portion  of  the 
county,  where  wild  birds  were  only  first  de- 
tected in  2005  (DLSu).  A White-winged  Dove 
in  Santa  Cruz  14  Jul  (OsJ)  provided  the  first 
summer  record  for  Santa  Cruz.  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos  included  one  at  Cock  Robin  L,  Eel 
R.  Estuary,  Humboldt  12  Jul  (KGR)  and  one  or 
2 there  17  Jul  (KGR,  SMcA,  Gary  Falxa).  Ten 
Flammulated  Owls  detected  during  a three- 
hour  survey  at  Crocker  Mt.,  Plumas  5 Jul 
(CPD,  David  P.  Arsenault)  was  a good  tally  of 
this  elusive  species.  A Common  Nighthawk 
along  Meiss  Rd.,  Sacramento  28  May-6  Jul 
(CCo,  Linda  Pittman,  FrO,  Patricia  Bacchetti) 
was  in  an  area  where  the  species  was  found  in 
2005-2008  and  assumed  to  be  breeding  at 
least  in  2005.  Establishing  a first  record  for 
Butte  and  the  Sierra,  a Mexican  Whip-poor- 
will  was  3 km  nw.  of  Forbestown  26  Jun-14 
Jul  (SHu,  v.r.  JCS  et  al.). 


Black  Swifts  made  a feeble  showing  again 
in  San  Mateo  and  Santa  Cruz,  with  few  reports 
and  no  evidence  of  breeding  (fide  PJM  and 
DLSu).  A female  Black-chinned  Humming- 
bird on  a nest  at  lower  Mill  Cr.  8 Jun  (ph. 
SaH)  established  a first  breeding  record  for 
Mono;  a female  at  Natural  Bridges  S.B.  26  Jul 
(tSCe)  furnished  Santa  Cruz’s  first  document- 
ed Jul  record.  A Lewis’s  Woodpecker  along 
upper  Pine  Flat  Rd.,  Sonoma  5-16  Jun  (RAR, 
Don  Kirker,  Bob  Speckels)  was  outside  the 
known  breeding  range  of  this  species.  A Nut- 
tail’s  Woodpecker  in  Eureka  12  Jun  (BS)  and 
another  near  Carlotta  14  Jul  (KGR)  provided 
the  4th  and  5th  records  for  Humboldt. 

A singing  Least  Flycatcher  was  again 
along  the  Carson  R.,  Alpine  19  Jun  (ph  TEa). 
The  male  Dusky  Flycatcher  at  Big  Basin  Red- 
woods S.P.,  Santa  Cruz  remained  on  territory 
through  the  period  (PDB,  DLSu).  An  ad. 
Black  Phoebe  feeding  2 or  3 fledglings  at 
Leavitt  L.  6 Jul  (DS)  represents  just  the  2nd 
known  breeding  locality  for  this  species  in 
Lassen.  Eastern  Kingbirds  included  a pair  at 
a nest  at  Blue  L.,  Lassen  3 Jul  (SCR)  and  sin- 
gles near  Salt  Pt.,  Sonoma  9-11  Jul  (Matt  Vic- 
toria, RAR)  and  at  Oasis,  Mono  21  Jun 
(ADeM).  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  2.4  km 
w.  of  Duxbury  Reef,  Marin  31  Jul  (tRoger 
Harris,  ph.  Larry  Stone)  delighted  many  ob- 
servers as  it  emerged  from  the  fog  during  a 
pelagic  trip  in  the  Gulf  of  the  Farallones.  A 
singing  White-eyed  Vireo  at  Muir  Beach, 
Ma?'in  13-27  Jul  Ohn  White)  awaits  C.B.R.C. 
review.  Two  Least  Bell’s  Vireos  lingered  at  San 
Luis  N.W.R.,  Merced  through  15  Jul  (PJM, 
DMo,  m.ob.);  3 were  at  Yolo  Bypass  W.A., 
Yolo  all  season.  A Yellow-throated  Vireo  at 
lower  Mill  Cr.,  Mono  7 Jun  (ph.  SaH)  was  a 
good  find.  A Warbling  Vireo  singing  at  C.R.P. 
6 Jun  QTr)  was  outside  the  normal  breeding 
range  for  this  species.  Red-eyed  Vireos  in- 
cluded Santa  Clara’s  4th  and  first  in  summer 
at  Stanford  University  8 Jun  (Rob  Furrow, 
m.ob.),  one  singing  at  Blue  L.  Fish  Hatchery, 
Humboldt  25  Jun  (RbF,  Justin  Bosler),  and 
another  singing  at  Galt,  Sacramento  23  Jun 
(Sue  Yee,  DGY). 

A Steller’s  Jay  in  Sacramento,  Sacramento 
12  Jun  (Mike  Thompson)  was  out  of  place, 
especially  for  the  season.  The  Common  Raven 
nest  on  EL  was  apparently  abandoned  by  12 
Jul,  with  no  fledglings  observed  (PRBO). 
Considered  extirpated  as  breeders  in  Santa 
Cruz  since  1993,  Horned  Larks  staged  a 
comeback  near  Watsonville  Slough,  with  as 
many  as  20  observed  10  Jun+,  including  sev- 
eral carrying  food  (Gary  Kittleson,  SGe,  CKO. 
Two  Purple  Martins  over  a pond  in  Jose  Basin 
6 Jun  (PBC,  RoM)  established  a new  nesting- 
season  location  in  Fresno  for  this  peripatetic 
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breeder.  A Veery  in  Chester  20-21  Jim  (p.a,; 
Diana  Humple,  Ryan  D.  Burnett,  ph.  MtB  et 
al.)  provided  a first  for  Plumas  and  the  w.  Sier- 
ra. An  unseasonable  Varied  Thrush  was  at  Pt. 
Reyes  Lighthouse,  Marin  5 Jul  (MWE). 

THRASHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Two  singing  male  Gray  Catbirds  in  San  Bruno 
Mountain  C.P.,  San  Mateo  20-26  Jun  (Herb 
Brandt,  ph.  MtB,  m.ob.)  provided  a remark- 
able co-occurrence.  Mendocino's  first  docu- 
mented Gray  Catbird  was  w.  of  Ukiah  26 
Jun-8  jul  (Bob  & Emily  Taylor,  ph.  CEV), 
and  another  was  at  Asilomar,  Monterey  8-11 
Jul  (Chris  Niemela).  Thirteen  Northern  Paru- 
las  were  mostly  singing  males;  a female  carry- 
ing food  and  feeding  a fledgling  confirmed 
breeding  on  Cock  Robin  1.,  Humboldt  17  Jul 
(Gary  Falxa).  Placer’s  first  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  was  a singing  male  near  Loomis  11 
Jun  (Denise  Gonzales,  ph.  Don  Baylis  et  al.), 
as  was  another  along  Lee  Vining  Cr.,  Mono  12 
Jun  (SaH,  ph.  JuH).  Black-throated  Green 
Warblers  were  near  Stow  L.,  S.E  11  Jun 
(DMo)  and  at  Russian  Gulch  S.P.,  Mendocino 
9-11  Jul  (Matt  Victoria,  CEV,  v.r.  JRW,  REH, 
KHv,  DT).  Reports  of  Townsend’s  Warblers  n. 
of  Quincy,  Plumas  12  Jun  (CPD,  TWL)  and  at 
Hartley  Springs,  Mono  14  Jul  (fide  KNN)  add 
more  evidence  suggesting  possible  breeding 
in  the  Sierra. 

Single  Yellow-throated  Warblers  were  at 
the  Big  Sur  R.  mouth,  Monterey  5 Jun  (ph. 
Mike  Stake,  MiT)  and  Mt.  Davidson,  S.E  7-9 
Jun  (DMo,  ph.  Linda  Swanson,  m.ob.).  A 
singing  male  Blackpoll  Warbler  was  at  Mud- 
hen  L.  on  Ft.  Ord,  Monterey  17  Jun  (David 
Styer).  Black-and-white  Warblers  were  in 
Little  River,  Mendocino  12  Jun  (REH),  along 
North  Bank  Rd.,  Humboldt  20  Jun  (KI),  and 
in  Lee  Vining  Canyon,  Mono  28  Jun  OuH). 
Eight  American  Redstarts  were  all  coastal  ex- 
cept for  singing  males  s.  of  West  Sacramento, 
Yolo  5 Jun  (TEa,  ph.  JCS  et  al.)  and  at  New 
Pine  Creek,  Modoc  2 Jul  (first  found  on  the 
Oregon  side  of  the  border  by  Brent  Campos 
22  Jun;  SCR).  A Prothonotary  Warbler  was  s. 
of  Half  Moon  Bay,  San  Mateo  15  Jun  (RSTh). 
Our  only  Ovenbird  was  on  EL  7 Jul,  as  was  a 
Northern  Waterthrush  15  Jul  (PRBO).  The 
only  other  Northern  Waterthrush  was  at 
Simis  Ranch,  Mono  16  Jun  (KNN).  Single 
heard-only  Kentucky  Warblers  were  at  the 
Big  Sur  R.  mouth,  Monterey  12  Jun  (MtB) 
and  along  Lee  Vining  Cr.,  Mono  28  Jun 
OuH).  Hooded  Warblers  were  at  the  Big  Sur 
R.  mouth,  Monterey  9 Jun  (MiT)  and  at  Me- 
morial C.P.,  San  Mateo  17  Jun  (DLSu).  Two 
more  were  in  Mono:  one  along  Parker  Cr.  18 
Jun  (Laurie  Lawrence)  and  one  along  Rush 
Cr.  22  Jun  QuH). 


SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Savannah  Sparrows  found  near  Watsonville 
Slough,  Santa  Cruz  14  Jun-9  Jul  (SGe,  Gary 
Kittleson,  JHW)  included  6 young  birds  30 
Jun  confirming  breeding  in  an  area 

where  this  species  had  been  considered  extir- 
pated. A Grasshopper  Sparrow  n.  of  Lincoln 
17  Jul  was  less  than  one  km  from  the  only 
known  breeding  location  in  Placer  (ph.  PRo). 
Dark-eyed  Juncos  continue  to  breed  in  small 
numbers  at  C.R.P.,  as  they  have  since  2000  at 
this  C.V  floor  location  QTr). 

Five  Summer  Tanagers  included  one  at 
Searsville  L.,  San  Mateo  5 Jun  (LBt,  RSTh), 
one  that  straddled  the  Santa  Cruz/Monterey 
line  along  the  Pajaro  R.  7 Jun  (DLSu),  singles 
in  Mono  at  Mono  Lake  C.P.  9 Jun  (DHo,  JuH) 
and  at  Oasis  21  Jun  (ADeM),  and  another  in 
S.E.  24  Jul  (AKl).  Reports  of  at  least  26  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks  included  6-8  birds  at  Big 
Sur  R.  mouth,  Monterey  8-11  Jun  (SSa,  MiT). 
A Black-headed  Grosbeak  x Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  hybrid  returned  for  its  2nd  summer 
along  Gazos  Creek  Rd.,  San  Mateo  16  Jun-9 
Jul  (DSg  et  al.).  Eleven  Indigo  Bunting  reports 
included  evidence  of  breeding  with  Lazuli 
Buntings  in  Alameda,  Mendocino,  and  Mon- 
terey and  a pure  Indigo  pair  at  L.  Success,  Tu- 
lare 3-19  Jul  (observed  carrying  food  to  a 
probable  nest  location;  ph.  JLD,  SDS,  RH).  A 
Lazuli  Bunting  x Indigo  Bunting  hybrid  was 
near  the  Mariposa/Tuolumne  line  4 Jun  (MtB). 
A male  Bobolink  in  alternate  plumage  at 
Moro  Cojo  Slough,  Monterey  12  Jul  (RF)  was 
a remarkable  mid-summer  find  for  the  coastal 
part  of  the  Region.  Up  to  4 Tricolored  Black- 
birds were  in  Sierra  Valley,  Plumas  26  Jun-5 
Jul  (Richard  Carlson,  JSL  et  al),  and  Trinity 
recorded  its  6th  Yellow-headed  Blackbird,  at 
the  Hayfork  W.T.P.  16  Jun  (DRs,  SRs).  Having 
nearly  completed  their  colonization  of  the 
C.V,  Great-tailed  Grackles  established  first 
breeding  records  in  two  more  Sierra  counties: 
near  Quincy,  Plumas  11  Jul  (CPD,  Scott  Ed- 
wards, Amber  Edwards)  and  at  Mariposa, 
Mariposa  18-19  Jul  (Lowell  Young). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in  bold- 
face): Ken  Able  (Lassen),  Tim  Amaral,  Leonie 
Batkin,  Bob  Battagin,  Murray  Berner  (Napa), 
Matthew  Brady,  Russ  Bradley,  William  G.  Bous- 
man  (Santa  Clara),  Phil  D.  Brown,  Lucas  Brug, 
Eric  R.  Caine,  Peter  B.  Colasanti,  John  A.  Cole, 
Chris  Conard  (Sacramento),  Rudy  Darling 
(Nevada),  Jeff  N.  Davis  (Madera),  Al  DeMarti- 
ni,  Bruee  E.  Deuel  (n.  C.V.  counties),  Colin  P. 
Dillingham  (Plumas  and  Sierra),  Todd  Easterla, 
Mark  W.  Eaton  (Sa?i  Erancisco),  Alan  M.  Eis- 
ner, Ray  Ekstrom  (Siskiyou),  Peter  Fahey,  Rob 
Fowler  (RbF;  Humboldt),  Rick  Fournier  (RF), 
Steve  Gerow  (Santa  Cruz),  Steve  A.  Glover 


(Contra  Costa),  Lois  Goldfrank,  Wally  Gold- 
frank,  David  Hamilton,  Denise  Hamilton, 
Karen  A.  Havlena,  Floyd  Hayes,  Sacha  Heath, 
Geoff  Heinecken,  Lynn  Hemink,  Justin  Hite, 
Debbie  House,  Richard  E.  Hubacek,  Scott  Hu- 
ber, Lisa  Hug,  John  E.  Hunter  (Trinity),  Ken  Ir- 
win, Alvaro  Jaramillo,  Richard  G.  Jeffers,  Oscar 
Johnson,  Robert  J.  Keiffer  (Mendocino),  Clay 
Kempf,  Andy  Kleinhesselink,  Stephen  A.  Lay- 
men, Robin  L.  C.  Leong  (Solano),  Tom  W. 
Leskiw,  Bob  Lewis,  Jim  Lomax,  John  S.  Luther, 
Michael  J.  Mammoser,  Roger  Marlowe,  Sean 
McAllister,  Peter  J.  Metropulos  (San  Mateo), 
Dominik  Mosur,  Kristie  N.  Nelson  (Mono), 
Frances  Oliver  (San  Joaquin),  Ed  Pandolfino 
(Placer),  Kathy  Parker,  Benjamin  D.  Parmeter, 
Janna  Pauser,  Eric  Pilotte,  Gary  W.  Potter 
(Eresno),  Robert  C.  Power,  Peter  Pyle,  Robert  J. 
Richmond  (Alameda),  Alex  M.  Rinkert, 
Michael  E Robbins,  Don  Roberson  (Monterey), 
Phil  Robertson,  Michael  M.  Rogers,  Diane 
Rose,  Steve  Rose,  Kerry  G.  Ross,  Stephen  C. 
Rottenborn,  Steve  Rovell,  James  Rowoth,  Ruth 
A.  Rudesill  (Sonoma),  Salvatore  Salerno,  Paul 
Saraceni,  Barry  Sauppe,  Adam  Searcy  (Marin), 
Jeff  Seay  (Kings),  Shearwater  Journeys  (ShJ), 
David  Shuford  (DS),  Daniel  Singer  (DSg),  John 
C.  Sterling  (Modoc,  Alpine,  Calaveras,  and 
Yolo),  Tim  Steurer  (El  Dorado  and  Amador), 
David  L.  Suddjian  (Santa  Cruz),  Brian  L.  Sulli- 
van, Steven  D.  Summers  (Tulare),  Richard  Ter- 
nullo,  Scott  B.  Terrill,  Jim  Thomas,  Ronald  S. 
Thorn,  Jim  Tietz  (EL),  Dorothy  Tobkin,  John 
Trochet,  Mike  Tyner,  Steve  Umland 
(Tuolumne),  Kent  Van  Vuren  (Merced  and  San 
Benito),  David  Vander  Pluym  (Mariposa), 
Chuck  E.  Vaughn,  Jeff  H.  Wall,  Pete  Warzybok, 
Cheryl  Watson-Heinecken,  Dave  Weber,  Jerry 
R.  White  (Lake),  Gary  Woods,  David  G.  Yee, 
Bob  & Carol  Yutzy  (Shasta).  Many  more 
observers  are  not  specifically  cited;  all  are 
appreciated, 


Michael  M.  Rogers 

(Waterfowl  to  Quail,  Herons  to  Shorebirds) 

499  Novato  Avenue,  Sunnyvale,  California  94086 
(m.m.rogers@comcast.net) 

Jeff  N.  Davis 
(Doves  to  Wrentit) 

7815  North  Palm  Avenue,  Suite  310 
Fresno,  California  93711 
(jdavis@harveyecology.com) 

Ed  Pandolfino 
(Thrashers  to  Finches) 

5530  Delrose  Court,  Carmichael,  California  95608 
(erpfromca@aol.com) 

Stephen  C.  Rottenborn 

(loons  to  Frigatebirds,  larids  to  Alcids) 

983  University  Avenue,  Building  D 
Los  Gatos,  California  95032 
(srottenborn@harveyecology.com) 
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A great  deal  goes  on  with  the  Region’s 
avifauna  during  the  June  and  July  peri- 
od: those  months  encompass  the  lin- 
gering northbound  migration  of  many  species 
from  Brant  to  warblers,  the  nesting  season  of 
most  of  the  Region’s  breeding  species,  and  the 
post-breeding  dispersal  and  “fall”  migration 
of  many  other  species.  Nevertheless,  stellar 
rarities  are  usually  few  during  the  summer 
season,  and  this  year  was  no  exception.  A 
Black  Vulture  in  coastal  Santa  Barbara  Coun- 
ty in  July  and  August  was  likely  the  same  in- 
dividual we  noted  in  the  fall  2009  report.  The 
presence  of  two  singing  Greater  Pewees  in  the 
San  Bernardino  Mountains  was  something  of 
a shock,  as  was  a singing  ’Wood  Thrush  in  the 
Tehachapi  Mountains  of  Kern  County.  Each 
year,  the  summer  report  seems  to  get  a little 
more  “subtropical”  in  nature,  with  reports  of 
southern  herons  and  boobies  a bit  more  fre- 
quent. A notable  exception  is  Magnihcent 
Frigatebird,  which  has  almost  ceased  to  visit 
California;  this  year’s  bird  in  late  June  on  the 
Orange/San  Diego  County  coast  was  one  of 
the  few  found  in  recent  years.  Offshore,  high 
numbers  of  Cook’s  Petrels  were  found  for  the 
second  consecutive  year. 

The  Region  lost  one  of  its  most  active  and 
admired  observers  with  the  tragic  death  of 
Mike  San  Miguel  on  14  July.  Mike’s  quarterly 
reports  came  in  like  clockwork,  with  neatly 
organized  sightings  usually  spanning  every 
county  in  the  Region.  He  was  a good  friend  to 
the  editors  and  most  of  the  contributors  to 
this  report,  and  he  will  he  greatly  missed 
along  with  his  dedication  to  the  ornithologi- 
cal record  of  southern  California  and  the  con- 
servation of  its  avifauna. 

Abbreviations:  B.S.  (Butterbredt  Spring  at  the 
s.  end  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  above  Cantil,  e. 
Kern);  C.L.  (China  Lake  Naval  Air  Weapons 
Station,  extreme  ne.  Kern);  EC.R.  (Furnace 
Creek  Ranch,  Death  Valley  N.P.,  Inyo);  G.H.P 


(Galileo  Hill  Park  in  extreme  e.  Kern);  N.E.S.S. 
(n.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  Riverside);  PM.N.A.S. 
(Point  Mugu  Naval  Air  Station,  Ventura);  P.P. 
(Piute  Ponds  on  Edwards  A.FB.,  ne.  Los  Ange- 
les); S.C.R.E.  (Santa  Clara  R.  estuary  near  Ven- 
tura, Ventura);  S.E.S.S.  (s.  end  of  the  Salton 
Sea,  Imperial);  S.FK.R.P.  (South  Fork  Kern  Riv- 
er Preserve  near  Weldon,  Kent).  Museum  col- 
lections abbreviated  in  the  text  are:  LACM 
(Natural  History  Museum  of  Los  Angeles 
County).  Because  most  rarities  in  s.  California 
are  seen  by  multiple  observers,  only  the  ob- 
server(s)  initially  Ending  and/or  identifying 
the  bird  are  included.  Documentation  for 
species  on  the  California  Bird  Records  Com- 
mittee (C.B.R.C.)  review  list  (see  <wvvnv.cali- 
forniabirds.org>)  is  forwarded  to  the  C.B.R.C. 
and  archived  at  the  Western  Foundation  of 
Vertebrate  Zoology  in  Camarillo. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  STORKS 

A remarkable  15  Brant  at  C.L.  23  Jun  (RAB) 
were  evidently  late  spring  migrants  moving 
northward  along  the  e.  side  of  the  Sierra  Ne- 
vada; elsewhere  inland,  4 remained  in  the 
Riverside  portion  of  the  Prado  Basin  24 
May-16  Jun  QEP)  ^nd  up  to  30  were 
at  S.E.S.S.  into  Sep  (GMcC).  Varying 
numbers  of  Brant  summer  annually 
on  the  coast  at  river  mouths  and  bays 
from  San  Diego  to  San  Luis  Obispo, 
with  above-average  numbers  this 
year;  12  flying  northward  off  Pt. 

Dume,  Los  Angeles  11  Jun  (KLG)  and 
19  flying  northward  off  Coronado, 

San  Diego  5 Jul  (MS)  were  evidently 
late  migrants.  A male  Harlequin  Duck 
remained  around  Cayucos,  Sail  Luis 
Obispo  through  the  summer  O^R, 

TME).  A Surf  Scoter  at  N.E.S.S.  31  Jul 
(CAM)  was  the  only  scoter  reported 
inland.  Two  White-winged  Scoters  at 
Cayucos  23-26  Jun  OLR).  one  at  San 
Simeon,  San  Luis  Obispo  8-29  Jul 
(MLS),  one  at  PM.N.A.S.  27  May-26 
Jul  (AJS),  and  another  in  Imperial 
Beach  26  Jul-3  Aug  (MS)  were  evi- 
dently summering  locally.  A Hooded 
Merganser,  unexpected  in  midsum- 
mer, was  on  the  Los  Angeles  R.  near 
Atwater,  Los  Angeles  3 Jul  OSF), 

A Red-throated  Loon  inland  at 
S.E.S.S.  5-9  Jun  (GMcC)  was  evidently  a late 
spring  migrant  moving  northward  from  the 
Gulf  of  California,  as  was  a Common  Loon  at 
N.E.S.S.  27  Jun  (CMcG),  but  a Pacihc  Loon 
caught  at  Searles  L.,  San  Beniardino  4 Jul  (SH) 
was  surely  lost.  Cook’s  Petrels  remained  com- 
mon over  deep  water  off  the  coast  into  Jun,  as 
evident  by  237  s.  of  the  San  Juan  Seamount  12 
Jun  (TMcG,  JSF),  but  only  2 were  seen  there 


31  Jul  (TMcG,  JSF).  An  early  Buller’s  Shear- 
water was  s.  of  the  San  Juan  Seamount  31  Jul 
(TMcG,  JSF).  Two  Black-vented  Shearwaters 
at  La  Jolla  15  Jul  (PEL)  were  the  first  of  the 
northward-dispersing  birds  reported  this  year. 
Some  68  Ashy  Storm-Petrels  in  the  n.  Santa 
Barbara  Channel  31  Jul  (TMcG)  was  a high 
count  for  this  area.  Eight  Least  Storm-Petrels 
off  Dana  Point,  Orange  10  Jul  (BED)  were  the 
earliest  reported  this  year. 

An  ad.  Masked  Booby  that  flew  over  China 
Pt.  on  San  Clemente  1.  10  Jul  QPG)  provided 
the  3rd  record  for  this  island.  An  imm.  booby 
that  was  either  a Masked  or  a Nazca  was  pho- 
tographed 21  km  w.  of  Pt.  Loma,  San  Diego  23 
Jul  (MHS);  the  white  collar  normally  present 
on  young  Masked  was  absent,  but  the  absence 
of  this  mark  may  not  be  diagnostic  for  Nazca, 
and  hybridization  between  Masked  and  Naz- 
ca is  known  (Robert  L.  Pitman,  pers.  comm.). 
An  ad.  Neotropic  Cormorant  was  at  Rainer 
Lake,  Imperial  13  Jun  (KLG),  and  a subad. 
was  there  10  Jul  (DAB);  sightings  of  this  cor- 
morant in  se  California  are  increasing,  and 
nesting  is  anticipated.  A Magnificent  Frigate- 
bird,  now  a casual  straggler  to  California,  was 


at  the  San  Onofre  Cr.  mouth,  Orange/San 
Diego  28  Jun  (BF)  and  Bataquitos  Lagoon,  Sail 
Diego  29  Jun  (S'W). 

An  ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  at  C.L.  27-28  Jun 
(RAB,  SLS)  provided  the  5 th  record  for  Kern, 
and  another  in  Seal  Beach,  Orange  20  May-7 
Jun  QF)  was  the  only  one  on  the  coast  n.  of 
San  Diego.  Single  Reddish  Egrets  at  PM.N.A.S. 
24-26  Jul  (DT),  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  26-27 


First  seen  moving  southward  along  the  coast  by  surfer  Beth  Fife  at  the 
Orange/San  Diego  County,  California  line  on  28  June  2010,  this  young 
Magnificent  Frigatebird  then  appeared  over  three  Least  Tern  biologists 
at  Batiquitos  Lagoon,  San  Diego  County  the  following  day,  when  this 
photograph  was  taken.  Photograph  byMattSadowski. 
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This  Black  Vulture,  photographed  on  30  July  2010,  patrolled  a stretch  of 
Highway  101  west  of  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  County,  California  18  July 
through  10  August  2010  and  was  believed  to  be  the  same  bird  present  in 
this  area  in  September  2009  and  in  Ventura  County  from  November  2009 
into  February  2010.  Photograph  by  Matt  Sadowski. 


This  first-summer  Wilson's  Plover  remained  at  Border  Field  State  Park,  San  Diego  County,  Cali- 
fornia only  one  day — 17  June  2010.  Photograph  byMattSadowski. 


Jul  (WvD,  PAG),  and  Pismo  Beach,  San  Luis 
Obispo  20-21  Jul  (MAM),  along  with  one  in- 
land at  Cachuma  L.,  Santa  Barbara  25  Jul-17 
Aug  (MAH),  were  n.  of  Orange,  where  rare. 
The  long-staying  pair  of  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Herons  in  Imperial  Beach,  San  Diego 
fledged  3 young  in  early  Aug  (GMcC),  and  up 
to  2 ads.  and  a subad.  were  around  the  San 
Diego  R.  mouth,  San  Diego  through  15  Jul  (JP, 
PEL).  This  species  now  appears  resident  in 
limited  numbers  around  San  Diego.  In  addi- 
tion, an  ad.  and  a subad.  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  at  P.M.N.A.S.  in  Jul  (DP,  AJS) 
were  believed  to  be  the  same  birds  first  seen  5 
Nov  2009.  A probable  Glossy  Ibis  was  pho- 
tographed in  Chino,  San  Bernardino  23-24  Jul 
(TAB).  Nine  Wood  Storks  at  S.E.S.S.  27  Jun 
(IM)  dwindled  to  4 by  9 Jul  (GMcC)  and  2 on 
17  Jul  (HBK),  and  an  imm.  was  there  31  Jul 
(BM);  numbers  reaching  California  have  de- 
clined in  recent  years,  and  it  seems  only  a 
matter  of  time  until  this  species  no  longer  oc- 
curs annually. 

VULTURES  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

A Black  Vulture  frequenting  the  coast  be- 
tween El  Capitan  State  Beach  and  Goleta  18 
Jul-10  Aug  (NAL),  then  over  nearby  Carpin- 
teria  12  Aug  ONB),  was  believed  to  be  the 
same  bird  observed  in  the  Region  in  Sep  2009. 
Two  Northern  Goshawks  at  Big  Pine  Mt.,  San- 
ta Barbara  12  Jun-7  Jul  (PAG)  and  one  on  Mt. 
Abel,  Ventura/Kem  5 Jun  (TMcG)  were  in  ar- 
eas where  nesting  is  known,  but  an  ad.  well 
seen  in  the  San  Bernardino  Mts.  4 Jul  (RMcK) 
is  one  of  a very  few  reports  from  these  moun- 
tains. A pair  of  Red-shouldered  Hawks  that 
fledged  2 young  near  Bard  in  early  Jun  (HD) 
provides  the  first  record  for  nesting  in  Imperi- 
al. Two  pairs  of  Swainson’s  Hawks  successful- 
ly fledged  young  in  San  Luis  Obispo,  with  one 
pair  near  Cuyama  (WTF)  and  the  other  near 
Shandon  (TME),  the  first  nestings  since  1978. 
An  imm.  Zone-tailed  Hawk  at  Picacho  State 
Recreation  Area  20  Jun  (HD)  was  unexpect- 
ed, but  this  hawk  has  nested  at  the  Bill 
Williams  R.  on  the  Arizona  side  of  the  Col- 
orado R.;  in  addition,  a pair  at  Mid  Hills  in  e. 
San  Bernardino  12  Jun-12  Aug  (FO)  may  have 
been  nesting  locally.  A young  Bald  Eagle  at 
the  Wister  Unit  on  the  Salton  Sea  7 Jul  (AL) 
provides  one  of  fewer  than  a half-dozen 
records  in  summer  at  the  Salton  Sink. 

A Sandhill  Crane  was  at  the  Kern  R.  Pre- 
serve, Kent  on  the  unexpected  date  of  3 Jun 
(TPS),  and  another  on  the  coast  at  Seal  Beach 
1 & 10  Jun  QF,  RS)  was  unprecedented.  A Pa- 
cific Golden-Plover  at  Guadalupe,  Santa  Bar- 
bara 16-21  Jul  (WTF)  was  probably  an  excep- 
tionally early  fall  migrant.  A Wilson’s  Plover 
at  Border  Field  S.P.  17  Jun  (MS)  was  the  12th 


to  be  found  in  San  Diego.  An  Ameri- 
can Oystercatcher  on  Anacapa  I.  9 Jul 
QSF)  was  probably  one  known  to  be 
present  for  a number  of  years,  and 
the  one  found  at  Long  Beach  Harbor, 

Los  Angeles  3 May  was  still  present  at 
the  end  of  the  period.  At  least  9 Soli- 
tary Sandpipers  were  found  after  9 
Jul,  including  5 together  at  S.E.S.S. 

28  Jul  (GMcC).  Single  ad.  Sander- 
lings  at  Owens  L.,  Inyo  28  Jul  (]LD) 
and  Lancaster,  Los  Angeles  17  Jul 
QSF)  were  inland,  where  scarce. 

Adult  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  in 
Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles  15  Jul  (RB), 
Cuyama,  Santa  Barbara  21  Jul 
(NAL),  Goleta  22  Jul  (WTF),  and 
Owens  L.  22  Jul  OLD)  were  followed 
by  the  earliest  juv.  at  San  Simeon,  San 
Luis  Obispo  24-25  Jul  (MLS),  S.C.R.E. 

25  Jul  (NG),  Long  Beach  27  Jul  (RB), 
and  Owens  L.  28  Jul  QLD).  An  ad. 
Red-necked  Stint  on  Morro  Bay  10 
Jul  (BAB)  provided  the  first  record 
for  San  Luis  Obispo.  The  earliest 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  single  ads.  at 
C.L.  13  Jul  (SLS)  and  Owens  L.  22-25 
Jul  OLD,  SLS),  along  with  the  first 
juv.  at  Owens  L.  22 
Jul  OLD).  An  unex- 
pected number  of  ad. 

Pectoral  Sandpipers 
were  present,  with  9 
on  the  coast  19-31 
Jul,  along  with  one 
inland  in  Barstow, 

San  Bernardino  25  Jul 
(DG).  An  ad.  Stilt 
Sandpiper  on  Morro 
Bay  8-9  Jul  (JSR) 
provided  the  5th 
record  for  San  Luis 
Obispo.  A Ruff  on  the 
Los  Angeles  R.  in 
Paramount,  Los  An- 
geles 9 Jul  (RB)  was 
the  only  one  found. 

A Wilson’s  Snipe  in 
the  Riverside  portion 
of  the  Prado  Basin  21  Jun  OFF)  was  either  an 
exceptionally  early  fall  migrant  or  summering 
locally,  while  one  in  Guadalupe  16  Jul  (WTF) 
was  record  early  for  Santa  Barbara.  A very  lost 
Red  Phalarope  was  at  C.L.  8 Jun  (RAB). 

Single  Laughing  Gulls  in  Oceanside,  San 
Diego  2 Jun  (KW),  Long  Beach  4 Jun  (LF), 
and  Chula  Vista,  San  Diego  10  Jul  (PEL)  were 
on  the  coast,  where  rare;  post-breeding  birds 
from  the  Gulf  of  California  started  their  an- 
nual movement  northward  into  the  Salton 
Sink  at  the  end  of  Jun,  with  hundreds  present 


at  the  end  of  Jul.  Two  Heermann’s  Gulls  at- 
tended a nest  at  S.E.S.S.  14  May-9  Jul  (KCM), 
but  the  eggs  were  evidently  infertile.  Over  80 
pairs  of  California  Gulls  nested  successfully  at 
S.E.S.S.,  the  species’  southernmost  breeding 
outpost  (KCM).  A second-year  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  at  N.E.S.S.  31  Jul  (CAM,  CMcG) 
presumably  summered  locally,  providing  the 
2nd  summer  record  for  California.  A Herring 
Gull,  remarkably  rare  on  the  coast  in  summer, 
was  in  Cambria,  San  Luis  Obispo  6 Jul  (LWS). 
A Glaucous  Gull  at  Bolsa  Chica,  Orange  13 
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The  hypoleucus  subspecies  of  Xantus's  Murrelet  breeds  south  of  Southern  California, 
but  post-breeding  dispersal  brings  varying  numbers  into  California  waters  in  late 
summer  and  early  fall.  This  individual,  showing  the  extension  of  white  over  the  eye 
diagnostic  of  this  subspecies,  was  photographed  on  31  July  201 0 in  waters  off  the 
northern  Channel  Islands  of  Santa  Barbara  County.  Photograph  by  Larry  Sansone. 


Jim  (LO)  was  either  an  exceptionally  late 
straggler  or  summering  locally. 

The  Sooty  Tern  first  noted  at  Bolsa  Chica, 
Orange  4 Apr  was  still  present  22  Aug 
(CMcF).  Two  Least  Terns  were  inland  at  C.L. 
15  jul  (SLS),  one  was  high  in  the  San 
Bernardino  Mts.  at  Baldwin  L.  16  Jul  (SR),  an- 
other was  at  Desert  Center,  Riverside  8 Jun 
QCS),  and  up  to  6 were  around  S.E.S.S., 
where  nesting  is  suspected  but  not  yet 
proven,  through  9 Jul  (GMcC).  Gull-billed 
Terns  successfully  fledged  37-48  young  on  s. 
San  Diego  Bay  (RTF),  but  no  more  than  6 
fledged  from  the  fewer  than  90  pairs  that  at- 
tempted to  nest  at  S.E.S.S.  (KCM);  receding 
water  levels  and  predation  problems  at  nest 
sites  at  the  Salton  Sea  may  leave  the  recently 
established  population  on  San  Diego  Bay  as 
the  only  breeding  birds  in  California.  An  im- 
pressive 20,000  pairs  of  Elegant  Terns  fledged 
over  16,500  young  on  s.  San  Diego  Bay  (RTF). 
Nine  Arctic  Terns  over  deep  water  s.  of  the 
San  Juan  Seamount  31  Jul  (TMcG)  were  early 
fall  migrants.  Four  South  Folar  Skuas  s.  of  San 
Miguel  I.  and  Santa  Rosa  I.  31  Jul  (TMcG) 
may  have  been  spending  the  austral  winter  lo- 
cally; 2 off  Dana  Ft.  10  Jul  (BED)  were  un- 
usually close  to  shore.  A subad.  Long-tailed 
Jaeger  off  Ft.  Loma  18  Jul  (CAM)  was  the  ear- 
liest reported  in  s.  California  waters  this  fall. 

ALCIDS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A Common  Murre  at  La  Jolla,  Sun  Diego  26  Jul 
(PEL)  provides  one  of  a very  few  records  for 
this  species  this  far  s.  in  summer.  A Pigeon 
Guillemot  at  China  Ft.,  San  Clemente  1.  18  Jul 
QTS)  was  unusually  far  south.  A Marbled  Mur- 
relet near  San  Simeon  24-25  Jul  (MLS)  was  at 
the  s.  limit  of  the  species’  normal  range.  The 


Guadalupe  Island  subspecies  of 
Xantus’s  Murrelet  (hypoleucus) 
is  erratic  in  its  post-breeding 
occurrence  in  our  waters,  but 
from  late  Jul  through  Sep  this 
year,  it  was  the  predominant 
subspecies  found  on  pelagic 
trips  beyond  the  Channel  Is. 
(TMcG,  JSF).  Cassin’s  Auklets 
appeared  more  numerous  than 
usual  off  extreme  s.  California, 
as  suggested  by  45  off  San 
Diego  18  Jul  (PEL),  probably 
due  to  the  superabundance  of 
the  krill  Thysanoessa  spinifera, 
a major  food-source  for  this 
species.  A Rhinoceros  Auklet 
off  Ft.  Loma  18  Jul  (DWP)  was 
well  s.  of  this  species’  summer 
range.  A Tufted  Puffin  17  km  s. 
of  Santa  Barbara  5 Jul  (WTF) 
was  unexpected. 

Six  White-winged  Doves  in  San  Diego  and 
Orange  in  Jun/Jul  were  on  the  coast,  where 
rare,  and  one  in  Bishop,  Inyo  22  Jun  (CEA) 
was  to  the  n.  of  the  species’  range.  A Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo  on  the  coast  at  Bolsa  Chica  6 Jul 
(RAE)  was  lost,  while  one  at  Imperial  Dam, 
Imperial  9 Jun  OCS)  was  probably  a migrant; 
however,  up  to  5 on  the  Colorado  R.  at  Picacho 
State  Recreation  Area  20  Jun-11  Aug  (HD, 
SMcN,  HBK)  and  at  least  3 more  at  the  Palo 
Verde  Ecological  Reserve  near  Blythe,  Riverside 
14  Jun-14  Jul  (AL)  were  in  suitable  nesting 
habitat,  and  12  detected  during  regular  surveys 
of  S.EK.R.P.  this  summer  (TPS)  were  at  the 
species’  major  remaining  stronghold  in  Cali- 
fornia. A pair  of  Elf  Owls  in  e.  Riverside  14 
Apr-6  Aug  (BES,  DAB)  successfully  fledged  at 
least  one  young  and  made  the  first  known 
nesting  in  California  since  the  1980s.  Eight 
calling  Common  Nighthawks  at  Big  Bear  L.  in 
the  San  Bernardino  Mts.  12  Aug  (SR)  was  an 
encouraging  number  and  confirms  the  contin- 
ued presence  of  this  species.  Calling  Mexican 
Whip-poor-wills  at  the  upper  part  of  the  South 
Fork  of  Big  Rock  Creek  in  the  San  Gabriel  Mts. 
4Jun-10  Jul  (LB),  at  Green  Canyon  in  the  San 
Bernardino  Mts.  20  Jul-12  Oct  (TAB;  3 heard 
on  16  Sep),  and  at  Azalea  Cr.  in  the  San  Jacin- 
to Mts.  5-17  Jun  (PU,  CAM)  were  presumed 
nesting  locally.  A Black  Swift  over  Brea,  Orange 
13  Jul  (MJB)  was  exceptional,  considering  the 
date.  A Chimney  Swift  over  Westchester,  Los 
Angeles  27  Jun  (KGL)  was  the  only  one  report- 
ed this  summer. 

Having  only  recently  recorded  its  first  sum- 
mer Greater  Pewee,  the  Region  hosted  2 this 
year,  with  singing  birds  in  the  San  Bernardino 
Mts.  at  Arrastre  Cr.  1-2  Jun  (SR)  and  what 
was  presumed  to  be  a different  individual 


some  15  km  away  at  Mission  Springs  on  ne. 
flank  of  Mt.  San  Gorgonio  28Jun-5  Jul  (ET). 
Hard  to  categorize  was  a Western  Wood-Pe- 
wee  well  away  from  breeding  habitat  in 
Ridgecrest,  Kern  5 Jul  (RAB).  A possible 
Cordilleran  Flycatcher  (unknown  as  a mi- 
grant in  the  Region)  was  in  Caruthers 
Canyon,  New  York  Mts.,  San  Bernardino  16 
Jul  (DAB);  descriptions  of  vocalizations  were 
suggestive  of  that  species.  A bit  away  from 
previously  documented  breeding  sites,  a pair 
of  Brown-crested  Flycatchers  was  feeding 
young  in  Coyote  Canyon  in  the  Riverside  por- 
tion of  Anza-Borrego  Desert  S.P  2 Jun  (RT). 
The  only  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  pho- 
tographed at  EC.R.  26  Jun  (LSM). 

Mid-summer  vagrant  Yellow-throated  Vire- 
os  were  at  Glen  Helen  R.P.,  Sun  Bernardino  17- 
19  Jun  (DG),  Carlsbad,  San  Diego  1-2  Jul 
(KC,  GCH),  Santa  Rosa  Mt.,  Riverside  10  Jul 
(HBK),  and  the  Santa  Ynez  Mts.  behind  Santa 
Barbara  19  Jul  (MAH).  Loggerhead  Shrike  is 
nearly  extirpated  as  a breeder  on  tbe  main- 
land coastal  slope,  so  encouraging  were  two 
nesting  pairs  during  the  period  along  the  San- 
ta Ana  R.  wash  in  Redlands,  San  Bernardino, 
an  area  where  no  nests  had  been  found  in  the 


The  first  of  two  Greater  Pewees  found  in  summer  2010  in 
the  San  Bernardino  Mountains  of  California,  this  bird  was 
photographed  the  first  day  of  its  1 -2  June  stay  at  Upper 
Arrastre  Creek,  San  Bernardino  County.  Photograph  by 
Sandy  Remley. 

past  6-8  years  (RMcK).  A Yellow-billed  Mag- 
pie near  El  Capitan  S.B.  30  Jul  (PEL)  was  on 
the  s.  coast  of  Santa  Barbara,  where  rare.  A fo- 
cused survey  for  Purple  Martins  on  the  Tejon 
Ranch,  Kern  in  late  Jun  yielded  22  nesting 
pairs  (EP).  A Tree  Swallow  at  S.E.S.S.  2 Jul 
(GMcC)  established  the  earliest  fall  record  for 
the  Salton  Sink. 
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CHICKADEES 
THROUGH  MANNIKINS 

The  expansion  of  Mountain  Chickadees  in 
s.-coastal  Orange  continued,  with  a success- 
ful nest  in  a bluebird  box  in  Aliso  Viejo  14 
Jun+  (GM);  up  to  3 in  Rancho  Bernardo,  San 
Diego  2 May-15  Jun  were  possibly  breeding 
ON).  A singing  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  in 
Big  Pine  15  Jul  (T&JH)  was  on  the  floor  of 
the  Owens  Valley,  where  rare  in  summer. 
White-breasted  Nuthatches  nested  success- 
fully in  Jun  for  the  2nd  time  in  Buena  Park, 
Orange,  a locality  well  away  from  the  expect- 
ed range  in  the  Santa  Ana  foothills  QF)-  A 
Canyon  Wren  in  Balboa  Park,  San  Diego  24 
Jul  (CGE)  was  at  an  unusual  location.  Pacific 
Wrens  are  rarely  found  in  summer  s.  of 
coastal  San  Luis  Obispo,  so  a singing  bird 
above  Placenta  Canyon  near  Newhall,  Los 
Angeles  5 Jul  (WS)  was  noteworthy.  A 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  on  Big  Pine  Mt.  12 
Jun-8  Jul  (PAG)  was  only  the  3rd  to  be 
found  in  summer  in  Santa  Barbara  (PAG). 
Totally  unexpected  was  a singing  Wood 
Thrush  along  Cottonwood  Cr.  on  the  Tejon 
Ranch  in  the  Tehachapi  Mts.,  Kem  22  Jun-2 
Jul  (TM,  EP).  A Gray  Catbird  was  near  Del 
Mar,  San  Diego  21  Jun  (BeM),  and  another 
was  found  dead  in  Inyokern  27  Jul  (LAB). 

The  only  Tennessee  Warbler  was  at  B.S.  10 
Jun  (VH).  Two  Virginia’s  Warblers,  perhaps  a 
pair  at  the  w.  edge  of  the  species’  range,  were 
e.  of  Wildhorse  Meadow  in  the  San  Bernardi- 
no Mts.  12  Jun  (RMcK).  Dispersing  Lucy’s 
Warblers  were  near  Brawley  18  Jul  (GMcC), 
RamerL.,  Imperial  28  Jul  (GMcC),  C.L.  25-29 
Jul  (2  on  the  first  date;  RAB),  and  near  Whit- 
tier, Los  Angeles  29  Jul  (RAH).  The  annual 
trickle  of  summer  Northern  Parulas  contin- 
ued, with  2 singing  males  at  Nojoqui  Fall  S.P., 
Santa  Barbara  7-11  Jun  (WTF),  a male  and  fe- 
male near  Santa  Ynez,  Santa  Barbara  11  Jun 
(WTF),  a male  in  Pasadena,  Los  Angeles  11-16 
Jun  (F&SG),  a male  at  Penasquitos  Canyon 
Preserve,  San  Diego  14  Jun  (DK),  and  one  or 
2 males  in  Irvine  6 Jun  (LO,  BED);  in  Santa 
Barbara,  a male  present  6 Jun-5  Jul  was 
joined  by  a female  8 Jun-1  Jul,  without  evi- 
dence of  nesting  (RFC,  ARA),  and  in  Hunt- 
ington Beach,  Orange,  2 males  and  a female 
were  present  in  early  Jun,  with  pair  building  a 
nest  12-19  Jun  which  was  ultimately  unsuc- 
cessful (BED).  A Yellow  Warbler  near  El  Cen- 
tro 8 Jul  established  the  earliest  fall  record  for 
the  Salton  Sink  (KZK).  A female  Magnolia 
Warbler  was  studied  by  many  at  B.S.  6 Jun 
(AJS).  A Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  at 
Finney  L.  25  Jun  (GMcC)  established  the  first 
Jun  record  for  Salton  Sink.  Black-and-white 
Warblers  were  in  Los  Angeles  12  Jun  (DS), 
Huntington  Beacb  15  Jun  (NAG),  and  at  Vista 


Grande  Fire  Station  in  the  San  Jacinto  Mts., 
Riverside  5 Jun  (PU).  Five  American  Redstarts 
in  Jun  (in  addition  to  those  noted  in  the 
spring  report)  were  followed  by  a female  in 
Los  Osos,  San  Luis  Obispo  1 Jul  OSk)  and  a 
second-year  male  near  downtown  Los  Ange- 
les 9 Jul  (KLG).  An  Ovenbird  at  B.S.  10  Jun 
(VH)  might  have  been  the  bird  present  1 Jun; 
another  was  found  dead  near  Inyokern  18  Jun 
(LK;  *LACM).  A Hooded  Warbler  at  B.S.  5-6 
Jun  (AEK)  added  to  the  14  noted  in  the 
spring  report. 

At  least  two  active  Chipping  Sparrow  nests 
were  found  in  Buena  Park,  Orange  (VW);  the 
only  other  breeding  birds  in  that  county  are 
high  in  the  Santa  Ana  Mts.  A Brewer’s  Sparrow 
at  Cuyamaca  Peak,  San  Diego  13  Jun  (PU) 
was  at  the  s.  limit  of  the  species’  breeding 
range.  A Large-billed  Savannah  Sparrow  at 
S.E.S.S.  5 Jun  (GMcC)  was  unexpected,  as 
these  birds  don’t  normally  arrive  there  until 
mid-Jul;  one  in  Oceanside  27  Jul  (KW)  was 
the  earliest  arrival  on  the  coast.  Unseasonable 
White-crowned  Sparrows  included  a gambelii 
on  the  U.  C.  Santa  Barbara  campus  16-18  Jun 
(FS),  another,  along  with  an  equally  unex- 
pected Golden-crowned  Sparrow,  near  Escon- 
dido 28  Jun-31  Jul+  (KDR),  and  a pugetensis 
near  Santa  Paula,  Ventura  2 Jun  (AJS).  The 
breeding  range  of  Oregon  Junco  continues  to 
expand  in  s.-coastal  areas;  a juv.  in  the  Tijua- 
na River  Valley  3-18  Jul  (MS)  was  well  away 
from  the  nearest  known  San  Diego  breeding 
areas  on  Pt.  Loma  and  in  La  Jolla. 

A Summer  Tanager  at  Glen  Helen  R.P.  11- 
14  Jul  OEP)  was  away  from  known  breeding 
areas.  The  expected  trickle  of  summer  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks  included  6 in  coastal  ar- 
eas 3 Jun-22  Jul,  plus  an  ad.  male  in  Jawbone 
Canyon,  Kem  9 Jun  (AH)  and  a second-year 
male  in  Inyokern  21  Jun  (MH).  Likewise,  In- 
digo Buntings  were  widely  noted,  including 
one  on  Santa  Barbara  1.  27  Jul  (SA),  up  to  4 
males  and  2 females  near  Bard,  Imperial  20 
Jun  (HD),  and  3 near  Palo  Verde,  Riverside  27 
Jul  (AL).  A male  Bobolink  at  National  City, 
San  Diego  29  Jun  (MS)  was  a late  spring  va- 
grant, but  an  alternate-plumaged  male  pho- 
tographed at  P.P.  31  Jul  (DAG)  perhaps  repre- 
sented a molt  migrant  that  had  dispersed 
away  from  more  northerly  breeding  areas.  A 
casual  breeder  in  the  Owens  Valley,  a pair  of 
Cassin’s  Finches  and  a juv.  were  in  Big  Pine 
through  late  Jun,  with  2 juvs.  observed  there 
in  Jul  (T&JH);  a lingering  bird  was  in  Ridge- 
crest 15  Jul  (EW).  Very  late  for  the  n.  deserts 
was  an  American  Goldfinch  in  Inyokern  9 Jun 
(SLS).  A pair  of  Nutmeg  Mannikins  building 
a nest  near  Moorpark  28  Jul  (DSC)  provided 
the  first  proof  of  nesting  of  this  expanding  ex- 
otic for  Ventura. 


Corrigendum:  The  Nov  2009  record  of  Amer- 
ican Tree  Sparrow  (North  American  Birds  64: 
123)  was  included  in  error  and  should  be 
deleted. 
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Our  report  is  dominated  by  waterbirds 
this  season,  including  important 
nesting  records  of  Redhead  and  Eared 
Grebe.  A Black  Oystercatcher  was  the  high- 
light of  numerous  shorebirds  reported  from 
the  Gulf  of  California.  California  Condors 
nested  again  in  Baja  California,  Tropical 
Kingbirds  in  Baja  California  Sur. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Unseasonable  geese  this  season  included  the 
resident  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  and 
Ross’s  Goose  in  Tijuana  1 Aug  and  7 Brant  at 
three  locations  in  the  Mexicali  Valley  5 Jul  (all 
ph.  MJB  et  al.).  Also  unseasonable  was  an 
American  Wigeon  at  the  Cerro  Prieto  geother- 
mal ponds  5 Jul  (ACE,  MJB,  ESM).  The  current 
status  of  Mallard  in  the  Mexicali  Valley  far  ex- 
ceeds that  reported  by  Wilbur  (1987.  Birds  of 
Baja  California).  Patten  et  al.  (Monographs  in 
Field  Ornithology  3:  37  for  the  Mexicali  Valley; 
Buds  of  the  Salton  Sea,  2003,  for  the  adjacent 
Imperial  Valley),  or  Hinojosa-Huerta  et  al. 
(2007.  Dry  Borders.  University  of  Utah  Press; 
p.  392).  More  than  ever  were  recorded  this 
season,  including  400  (15  broods)  at  the  Colo- 
nia  Zaragoza  sewage  ponds  and  1 50  at  the  Las 
Arenitas  sewage  ponds  25  May  (MJB,  RAE), 
plus  250  w.  of  Santa  Isabel  on  5 jul  (MJB). 
Redheads  nested  again  at  Estero  San  Jose,  with 
one  brood  seen  19  Aug  (SBT,  LST).  The 
species  was  also  seen  in  Jun  and  Jul  at  Nopold 
(TH),  suggesting  that  nesting  could  occur 
there  as  well.  However,  a Redhead  at  Bahia  de 
los  Angeles  27  Jul,  said  to  be  the  first  record- 
ed there  (ph.  GM),  was  far  from  nesting  habi- 
tat (see  also  the  S.A.  feature). 

Eared  Grebes  made  quite  a showing  this 


summer,  topped  off  by  nesting  in  the  Colorado 
Desert  at  the  Las  Arenitas  sewage  ponds. 
Among  150  birds  there  on  25  May  were  some 
displaying  in  earnest  (MJB,  RAE).  On  5 Jul,  75 
birds  remained,  along  with  at  least  seven  nests 
with  eggs  (MJB).  The  only  previous  reports  of 
nesting  in  the  Region  come  from  Laguna  Han- 
son (1925,  and  apparently  1927;  Condor  30; 
159)  and  near  Leyes  de  Reforma  (1992)  and 
Laguna  Figueroa  (1993)  (Monographs  in  Field 
Ornithology  3:  116).  Unseasonable  birds  were 
also  seen  in  Jun/Jul  at  Isla  Montague  and  the 
Cerro  Prieto  geothermal  ponds  (KLG  et  al.) 
and  Nopold  (TH).  An  Eared  Grebe  more  than 
160  km  off  the  Pacific  coast  of  n.  Baja  Califor- 
nia 7 Jun  (MDC  et  al.)  was  pushing  temporal 
and  geographic  boundaries. 

Laysan  Albatrosses  and  Cook’s  Petrels  were 
seen  off  the  Pacific  coast  of  Baja  California 
(MDC,  RBM  et  al.),  as  is  now  routine,  but  a 
Laysan  Albatross  in  the  cen.  Gulf  of  California 
at  27°  57.52’  N,  112°  03.96’  W on  7 Apr  (MG) 
was  unexpected.  A Black  Storm-Petrel  at  Roca 
Pildn  de  Azticar,  just  off  Puerto  Nuevo  on  the 
nw.  coast,  29  May  was  thought  possibly  to  be 
investigating  a potential  nesting  site  (MJB).  At 
the  n.  end  of  the  Gulf  of  California,  2 Least 
Storm-Petrels  were  seen  near  Isla  Montague 
12  Jun  (KLG).  Another  record  count  was  es- 
tablished by  54  Brown  Boobies  (including 
two  pairs  displaying)  at  Islas  Coronado  7 Jul 
(WTH  et  al.);  note  that  we  now  follow 
Samaniego  Herrera  et  al.  (2007.  Vertebrados  de 
las  islas  del  Pacifico  de  Baja 
California.  Grupo  de  Ecologi'a 
y Consevacidn  de  Islas,  Ense- 
nada) for  all  island  names  in 
the  Region. 

Least  Bitterns  were  found 
“in  considerable  numbers”  at 
Estero  San  Jose  29  Aug-21  Oct 
1887  (GrinnelhJ.  1928.  A Dis- 
tributional Summation  of  the 
Ornithology  of  Lower  Califor- 
nia) but  have  been  reported 
rarely  in  the  Cape  District 
since.  They  have  been  found 
more  frequently  at  the  estero  in 
recent  years,  but  one  heard 
singing  1-2  Jul  (HR)  represents 
the  first  summer  record  there. 

Freshwater  marsh,  represent- 
ing suitable  nesting  habitat,  is 
well-developed  at  the  estero  now,  but  the  area 
is  periodically  flooded  and  scoured  following 
periods  of  heavy  rainfall.  California  Condors 
nested  in  the  Sierra  San  Pedro  Martir  for  the 
4th  time  in  as  many  years.  Once  again,  a chick 
hatched  but  failed  to  fledge  (fide  HdlC).  Two 
Osprey  nests  were  active  in  an  industrial  sec- 
tion of  El  Sauzal  (vie.  Ensenada)  8 Apr-30 


May  (RAE,  MJB),  where  nesting  was  first  re-  j' 
ported  in  2002.  On  the  Magdalena  Plain,  sue-  1 
cessful  nesting  of  Harris’s  Hawks,  Crested  j‘| 
Caracaras,  and  Great  Horned  Owls  was  |:, 
tracked  from  11  Mar  through  10  Jun  (ph.  TH).  i- 
The  Regional  status  of  Prairie  Falcon  is  poor- 
ly known.  One  found  dead  at  the  Las  Arenitas 
sewage  ponds  5 Jul  (MJB)  and  a live  one  there  | 
28  Jul  (ph.  ESM)  were  presumably  drawn  to 
the  abundant  avian  resources  available. 

A Black  Oystercatcher  at  Bahia  de  los  An- 
geles 27  Jul  (ph.  GM)  was  remarkable  and  es- 
tablished the  first  record  for  the  Gulf  of  Cali- 
fornia. However,  a hybrid  oystercatcher  at 
Isla  Montague  18  Jun  2009  (RC,  VA)  and  ap- 
parently impure  American  Oystercatchers 
seen  routinely  at  Bahia  de  los  Angeles  (GF, 

ME)  suggest  that  the  species  had  been  there 
before.  Non-breeding  shorebirds  regularly 
summer  in  the  Region,  but  more  than  usual 
were  reported  this  year,  particularly  from  the 
Gulf  of  California.  The  following  were  seen  at 
Isla  Montague  12  Jun  (KLG  et  al.):  10  Black- 
bellied  Plovers,  12  Greater  Yellowlegs,  60 
Willets,  50  Whimbrels,  120  Long-billed 
Curlews,  15  Marbled  Godwits,  13  Black 
Turnstones,  10  Red  Knots,  10  Western  Sand- 
pipers, and  60  Short-billed  Dowitchers.  Gar- 
rett saw  a similarly  diverse  group  of  shore- 
birds  there  5 Jun  1998.  In  Baja  California  Sur, 
Semipalmated  Plover,  Greater  Yellowlegs, 
Willet,  Whimbrel,  Long-billed  Curlew,  and 
Ruddy  Turnstone  were  all  found  at  Loreto  in 


Jun  (TH).  On  the  Pacific,  3 Red-necked  and 
22  Red  Phalaropes  were  seen  off  s.  Baja  Cali- 
fornia 5-7  Jun  (MDC  et  al.). 

Shorebirds  were  not  the  only  unseasonable 
birds  at  Isla  Montague  on  12  Jun;  2 Black 
Terns  and  a Common  Tern  were  also  seen 
(KLG  et  al.).  But  Montague  is  best  known  for 
its  nesting  gulls  and  terns.  Counts  there  in- 


At  least  seven  Eared  Grebe  nests  were  noted  at  the  Las  Arenitas  sewage  ponds  on  5 
July  2010.  There  are  few  previous  nesting  records  for  Baja  California  and  none  for 
the  Colorado  Desert.  Photograph  by  Mark  J.  Billings. 
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f-  h Following  years  of  drought,  the  waterbird  response  to  an  average  rainfall  season  in  the  nw.  portion  of  the  Region 
^Mseemed  muted,  but  coverage  was  inadequate  to  tell  the  whole  story.  Gadwall,  Ruddy  Duck,  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Com- 
mon Moorhen,  and  American  Coot  were  found  nesting  at  up  to  four  locations  each  (MJ8  et  al.),  but  Mallards  were  docu- 
mented at  eight  sites  (MJB,  RAE).  In  the  Sierra  Juarez,  recently  dry  Laguna  Hanson  regained  its  periodic  glory.  A visit  there  17- 
18  Jul  (MJB)  turned  up  30  Mallards  (including  two  broods),  6 Ruddy  Ducks,  Western  Grebe,  Great  Egret,  12  American  Coots 
(including  two  broods),  and  various  shorebirds.  The  best  finds  were  a female  Redhead  with  8 ducklings  (establishing  the  first 
mountain  nesting  record),  2 Ring-necked  Ducks  (ph.,  18  Jul),  and  a Heermann's  Gull  (ph.,  17  Jul).  Another  Heermann's  Gull 
was  at  Rincon,  s.  of  Heroes  de  la  Independencia,  on  18  Jul  (ph.  MJB). 


eluded  250  Laughing  Gulls,  50  Least  Terns, 
250  Gull-billed  Terns,  40  Royal  Terns,  3000 
Elegant  Terns,  and  950  Black  Skimmers.  Four 
South  Polar  Skuas  were  seen  off  the  Pacific 
coast  of  Baja  California  5-17  Jun  (MDC,  DWP 
et  al),  and  a Pomarine  Jaeger  was  near  Islas 
Coronado  4 Jun  (MDC  et  al). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  is  one  of  the  rarest  nest- 
ing species  in  the  Region,  and  reports  are  ir- 
regular, so  2 on  the  Rio  Colorado,  se.  of  Ejido 
Chiapas,  20  Jul  (AL)  made  welcome  news. 
Even  rarer.  Tropical  Kingbirds  were  con- 
firmed nesting  near  La  Paz  (Lagunas  de 
Chametla)  for  the  4th  consecutive  year.  A pair 
was  feeding  young  there  18-23  Aug  (MS  et 
al).  Another  rare  Rio  Colorado  species,  Bell’s 
Vireo,  was  observed  at  the  same  time  and 


place  as  the  cuckoos  (AL).  Estero  San  Jose  is 
well  known  for  its  swallow  concentrations  in 
winter,  but  it  was  also  the  site  of  interesting 
observations  this  (ofOseason.  Two  Tree,  a 
Barn,  and  20-i-  Northern  Rough-winged  Swal- 
lows were  seen  during  the  period  of  28  Jun-4 
Jul  (HR).  At  the  other  end  of  the  Region,  4 
Purple  Martins  at  Laguna  Hanson  17  Jul 
(MJB)  were  in  the  Sierra  Juarez,  where  the 
species  probably  still  nests.  Also  in  the  Sierra 
Juarez,  Bullock’s  Oriole  was  confirmed  nest- 
ing when  a fledgling  was  seen  at  Rancho  Japa 
17  Jul  (MJB).  The  species  nests  from  west  to 
east  across  the  Region,  but  is  not  known  to  do 
so  s.  of  about  latitude  31°  N. 

Contributors:  Nallely  Arce,  Victor  Ayala, 
Mark  J.  Billings,  Alejandra  Calvo  Fonseca, 
Michael  D.  Carmody,  Roberto  Carmona,  Hora- 
cio  de  la  Cueva,  Richard  A.  Erickson,  George 


Flicker,  Mary  Flicker,  Mike  Greenfelder,  Anto- 
nio Gutierrez-Aguilar,  Tom  Haglund,  W.  Terry 
Hunefeld,  Alex  Lamoreaux,  Robert  B.  McNab, 
Luis  Mendoza,  Greg  Meyer,  Hugo  Ortiz,  Ed- 
uardo Palacios,  David  W.  Povey  Hugh  Ranson, 
Rogelio  Rosas  Lopez,  Gorgonio  Ruiz-Campos, 
Matt  Sadowski,  Eduardo  Soto  Montoya,  John 
Spencer,  Joe  Sweeney  QS),  Scott  B.  Terrill,  Lin- 
da S.  Terrill,  Enrique  D.  Zamora-Hernandez. 
As  usual,  records  submitted  to  and  accessed 
from  eBird/aVerAves  were  essential  in  the 
compilation  of  this  report.  ($ 
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Amy  McAndrews 

Jorge  Montejo 

Rains  came  late  to  many  parts  of  north- 
ern and  western  Mexico  this  summer, 
appearing  to  delay  nesting  in  some  ar- 
eas. Increased  tensions  in  several  regions  of 
northern  Mexico  have  limited  some  local 
birding, 

NORTHERN  MEXICO 


An  ad.  Green  Heron  was  seen  in  the  pond 
next  to  Rancho  Pozas  Azules  in  Cuatro 
Cienegas  Biosphere  Reserve  15  Jun  (MRLL, 
ph.  FVP,  PAA,  GJG,  IGG,  IMR);  according  to 
the  manager  of  the  ranch,  it  was  the  first 
record  of  the  species  for  the  reserve.  An  imm. 
Roseate  Spoonbill  was  at  Parque  Rufino 
Tamayo,  Monterrey,  Nuevo  Leon  11  Jul  (ph. 
lAR).  An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  was  at 
Parque  Rufino  Tamayo  11  Jul  (ph.  lAR);  a 
Brown-crested  Flycatcher  was  at  conhrmed 
there  17  Jul  and  possibly  also  11  Jul  (ph. 
lAR),  and  a Tropical  Kingbird  was  there  31 
Jul  (ph  lAR).  A singing  Yellow-throated 
Vireo  was  an  unusual  find  along  the  Santa  Is- 
abel R.  w.  of  Chihuahua  City  19  Jun  (MC, 
ph.  DH). 

Furnishing  possibly  a 2nd  state  record,  a 
singing  Orange-billed  Nightingale-Tbrush 
was  discovered  at  Cienega  de  Gonzalez,  Nue- 
vo Leon  15  Jun  (RV).  A rarity  anywhere  in 
Mexico,  a Pine  Warbler  was  discovered  at 
Agualeguas,  Nuevo  Leon  22  Feb  2009  (ph. 
lAR).  Two  active  Grayish  Saltator  nests  were 
discovered  in  Alamos,  Son.:  one  in  Barrio 
Pantedn  27  Jun  (ph.  DM,  DK,  vt.  RW)  and  an- 
other in  Barrio  Chalaton  7 Jul  (DM).  A 
singing  Dickcissel  was  in  a weedy  field  w.  of 
Linares,  Nuevo  Leon  23  Jun  (DH,  MC).  Dur- 
ing a s.  Sonora  breeding  bird  survey,  a nesting 
pair  of  Elegant  Euphonias  was  discovered 
near  Rancho  Santa  Barbara  in  the  Sierra 
Madre  e.  of  Alamos,  Son.  1 Jul  (ph.  CL);  this 


is  suspected  to  be  the  first  state  nesting  record 
for  the  species  and  probably  the  northern- 
most in  Mexico. 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Pedro  Arrojo  Agudo,  Michael  Carmody,  Ivo 
Garcia  Gutierrez,  Doug  Hanna,  Gerardo 
Jimenez  Gonzalez,  David  Kreuper,  Carl  Lund- 
blad,  David  Mackay,  Isabel  Moran  Rosales, 
Maria  del  Refugio  Loya  Loya,  Ignacio  A.  Ro- 
driguez, Francisco  Valdes  Perezgasga,  Rene 
Valdes,  Richard  Webster. 


CENTRAL  AND 
SOUTHERN  MEXICO 


A Peregrine  Falcon  was  observed  above  Oaxaca 
City  27  Jun  (MG),  an  imm.  was  s.  of  La  Mata, 
Oax.  23-26  Jul  (ph.  JM,  AM),  and  an  ad.  was  n. 
of  La  Ventosa,  Oax.  25  Jul  (AM,  JM).  A Gray- 
breasted Wood-Rail  was  at  Kolijke,  Pue.  5 Jun 
(RdlM).  Six  Killdeer  were  found  s.  of  La  Ven- 
tosa, Oax.  24  Jul  QMi  AM).  Several  days’  bird- 
ing at  Canon  de  Lobos,  Mor.  produced  a Man- 


Two  Grayish  Saltator  nests  were  discovered  in  Alamos, 
Sonora  in  summer  2010;  this  singing  individual  was  pho- 
tographed near  an  active  nest  10  July  2010.  Photograph  by 
David  Mackay. 


grove  Cuckoo  7 Jul  (HGdS,  MPV),  2 Colima 
Pygmy-Owls  4 Jul  (HGdS,  RC,  MPV,  BA),  a 
Berylline  Hummingbird  7 Jul  (HGdS,  MPV, 
MK),  at  least  3 Ivory-billed  Woodcreepers  4 & 
7 Jul  (HGdS,  MPV,  BA,  MK,  RC),  a Yellow-green 
Vireo  4 Jul  (HGdS),  a Flame-colored  Tanager  7 
Jul  (HGdS,  MPV),  and  at  least  5 Slate-blue 
Seedeaters  4 & 7 Jul  (HGdS,  MPV,  RC,  MK).  At 
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least  2 male  and  6 female-type  Sinaloa  Martins 
were  observed  around  a brushfire  on  Hwy.  200 
between  Maruata  and  Tizupan,  Mich.  1 Jun  (vt. 
JK).  At  least  15  Cliff  and  75  Barn  Swallows  were 
s.  of  La  Ventosa,  Oax.  24-26  Jul  (AM,  JM). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Bjorn  Anderson,  Rafael  Calderon,  Roberto  de  la 
Maza,  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva  (Central  Mexi- 
co), Manuel  Grosselet,  Matthew  Koch,  Amy 
McAndrews  (Southern  Mexico),  Jorge  Monte- 
jo  (Southern  Mexico),  Monica  Perez  Villafana. 

YUCATAN  PENINSULA 


peninsula,  was  seen  flying  northeastward  along 
the  beach  at  Cancun  13  Jul  (DSh). 

A Yellow-bellied  Tyrannulet  at  Dzibanche, 
Quintana  Roo  20  Jun  (RH,  SM,  TH)  puts  this 
species  farther  n,  than  Caobas,  the  northern- 
most site  previously  known.  Black  Catbirds 
are  more  common  in  Yucatan  than  previously 
thought.  Though  very  local,  they  form  small 
colonies  in  habitats  distinct  from  that  found 
along  the  Caribbean  coast,  where  they  are 
sometimes  abundant  in  remaining  intact  na- 
tive vegetation.  Additional  sightings  include 
from  this  season  included:  one  singing  from  a 
perch  15  m up  in  a fig  tree  at  Hacienda  San 


Prepared  by  Barbara  MacKinnon 
Sadly,  the  coral  islet  off  of  Punta  Cancun, 
where  Sooty  and  Bridled  Terns  nested  and 
Brown  Noddy  came  to  spend  the  summer,  no 
longer  exists  due  to  a beach  enhancement 
program.  By  way  of  better  news,  Black  Cat- 
birds continue  to  be  found  in  multiple  loca- 
tions in  Yucatan. 

KITES  THROUGH  MUNIAS 

Plumbeous  Kites  arrive  from  South  America 
to  nest  as  early  as  Mar,  so  the  3 seen  at  Dzi- 
banche in  s.  Quintana  Roo  20  Jun  could  have 
been  a family  group  (RH,  SM,  TH).  Gray- 
headed  Kite  is  not  often  reported  from  the  nw. 
corner  of  the  peninsula;  however,  one  was  in 
the  savanna  of  a wetland  at  km  67  of  the  Kin- 
chil-Celestun  Hwy.  5 Jun  (AD).  Locations  for 
resident  Purple  Gallinules  are  not  well  known; 
2 were  seen  flying  up  into  a large  tree  border- 
ing the  lagoon  in  the  community  of  Noh  Bee 
in  cen.  Quintana  Roo  26  Jun  (LAA,  BM). 

Among  the  few  early  migrants  reported,  a 
flock  of  60  Western  Sandpipers  was  seen  in  the 
salt  ponds  s.  of  Celesttin  25  Jul  (DB).  Gull-billed 
Terns  appear  to  be  on  the  increase  in  recent 
years,  and  several  have  been  reported  in  the 
summer  months,  though  no  definitive  breeding 
evidence  has  been  found.  Three  Gull-billed 
Terns  were  seen  in  Dzilam  de  Bravo,  Yuc.  7 Jun 
(BM);  one  offered  a small  fish  to  one  of  the  oth- 
er birds  but  was  rejected.  A single  Roseate  Tern, 
a Caribbean  resident  but  a rare  visitor  to  the 


Jose  Cholul  3 Jun  (MC,  BM);  one  at  Celesttin 
5 Jun  (AD);  and  2 feeding  on  fruits  of  a roble 
tree  at  Hacienda  Temozon  10  Jun  (BM). 

Early  migrants  this  year  include  the  sight- 
ing of  5 warblers  31  Jul  at  Chichen  Itza,  al- 
though only  one  was  identified,  a Prothono- 
tary  Warbler  (DB).  A Louisiana  Waterthrush 
arrived  at  Hacienda  San  Jose  Cholul  26  Jul 
(MC)  and  was  still  there  27  Jul  (BM).  Two 
Blue-gray  Tanagers  were  observed  feeding  in 
gardens  of  Hacienda  Temozon,  Yuc.  10  Jun 
(BM).  Tricolored  Munia,  an  introduced  exot- 
ic from  Asia  first  reported  in  1993  in  Yucatan, 
continues  to  thrive  in  the  area.  Twelve  were 
seen  feeding  in  the  weeds  on  the  roadside  at 
km  83  on  the  Kinchil-Celestiin  Hwy.  5 Jun 
(AD).  A flock  of  8 was  observed  at  km  89, 
about  one  km  s.  of  the  Celesttin  bridge,  14 
Jun  (AD). 

Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface):  Au- 
rora Alvarez,  L.  Alfonso  Arguelles,  David  Ba- 
cab,  Manuel  Canche,  Alexander  Dzib,  Timo- 
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Stauffer  Miller,  David  Shoch.  O 


Hector  Gomez  de  Silva 

Xola  314-E,  03100  Mexico,  D.F.,  Mexico 
(hector.gomezdesilva@gmail.com) 

Amy  McAndretATS  | Jorge  Montejo 

Cond.  E!  Haya  Ed.  2 Depto.  6 Xalapa,  Veracruz  91 070,  Mexico 

(aemcandrews@yahoo.ca) 

(jorgemontejodiaz@yahoo.com.mx) 


iooo  0000 

saaSBtWfflgo/oO 


(Card  Code  00Q02) 


Rufous  Hummingbird 


iliJil  Jil^ 
£(317111 


American  Birding” 


o C I A ! t 


APPLY  TODAY  FOR  THE 
AMERICAN  BIRDING  ASSOCIATION 
VISA®  PLATINUM  CARD 

* No  Annual  Fee 

* Low  Introductory  Rate 

* No  balance  transfer  fee 
for  six  months 

It's  the  only  card  that  ensures  a 
percentage  of  every  purchase  you  make 
will  go  toward  the  American  Birding 
Association,  to  help  support  a variety  of 
activities  and  programs  designed  to 
inspire  all  people  to  enjoy  and  protect 
wild  birds.  Choose  from  two  distinct 
designs:  Red-billed  Tropiebird  or 
Rufous  Hummingbird. 

To  apply  call 

1-800-853-5576  ext.  8396 

or  apply  online  today 

www.americanbirding.org 

The  creditor  and  issuer  of  the  American  Birding  Association 
VISA  Platinum  Card  is  U.S.  Bank  National  Association  ND. 


VOLUME  64  (2011)  • NUMBER  4 


653 


Central  America 


y^mArnbetgris  Cay 

BEUZE 

HONDURAS 


Tikal  1 Belmopan 

guatema^,n.«L^^,  , 

/ Guatemala^  ^ 

Ouet^af  .Cily/CopOT 

lenango-QjalatjUjn^^guega'lM^ 


San  Salva^ 

£l  SALVADOR 


Managua 

L Nicaragua 


i NICARAGUA 


^ San  Jose 


COSTA  RICA 


Panama 

^Tortugyero  Canal  PANAMA 


H. Lee  Jones 
Oliver  Komar 


As  usual,  the  summer  season  was  less 
eventful  than  any  of  the  other  seasons, 
when  more  migrants  visit  Central 
America.  There  were  no  major  weather  events 
to  push  birds  into  the  Region  from  areas  far- 
ther afield.  Few  hireling  tourists  from  the 
north  scour  the  countryside  in  summer,  as 
they  do  at  other  seasons  of  the  year.  Never- 
theless, a few  birds  did  turn  up  in  unexpected 
places:  the  Waved  Albatross  in  Lake  Gatun, 
Panama,  stands  out.  And  a few  others  incre- 
mentally expanded  their  ranges  within  the 
Region.  For  example,  a small  Sedge  Wren 
population  was  discovered  in  the  El  Salvador 
highlands,  the  only  country  “first”  this  sea- 
son. And  Purple  Martin,  the  only  fall  migrant 
to  routinely  reach  our  Region  in  the  waning 
days  of  spring  did  it  again,  with  200  observed 
in  Belize  City  19  June. 

ALBATROSSES  THROUGH  PIGEONS 

Surely  a spectacular  sight,  a Waved  Albatross 
was  seen  perched  on  a Panama  Canal  buoy  in 
Lake  Gatun,  Colon  2 Jun  (NM).  The  species  is 
rare  in  offshore  waters  on  the  Pacific  side  of 
Panama,  but  this  individual  was  the  first  to  be 
recorded  inland.  A Black  Storm-Petrel  and  a 
Blue-footed  Booby  observed  offshore  (ca.  12 
km,  and  just  offshore,  respectively)  of  Los 
Cobanos,  Sonsonatc  12  jul  (both  birds  ph.  JF, 
LA)  each  represent  just  the  2nd  jul  records  for 
El  Salvador.  These  species  are  proving  regular, 
if  not  common,  off  the  n.  Pacific  coast  of  Cen- 
tral America,  but  much  is  still  to  be  learned 
about  seasonality  for  the  Regions  pelagic 
birds.  A Brown  Pelican  on  a small  lake  in 
downtown  San  Jose  6 Jun  (OJ)  may  have  es- 
caped from  a nearby  zoo.  This  species  is  al- 
most never  reported  away  from  the  coasts  in 
Costa  Rica;  however,  inland  appearances  in 
Mexico  and  the  United  States  have  been  on 
the  distinct  increase  in  recent  times. 

In  El  Salvador,  a Hook-billed  Kite  flying 
over  the  mangrove  forest  at  Bahia  La  Union  19 
Jul  OY  CE)  was  the  first  record  for  La  Union. 
A short  distance  to  the  west,  a White-breasted 
Hawk  was  a surprise  5 Jul  (JV)  at  Laguna  de 
Alegria,  Usulutdn.  where  it  has  not  been 
recorded  previously.  This  site  has  little  appro- 


priate habitat  and  is  60  km  sw.  of  the  nearest 
known  population.  Sight  records  of  Crested 
Eagle  are  rare  in  Guatemala.  A bird  in  second- 
basic  plumage  was  seen  in  Yaxha,  Peten  15  Jul 
(ph.  LO,  JD,  AD).  Crested  Caracaras  continue 
to  expand  their  range  into  s.  Belize,  with  one 
present  at  The  Dump,  Toledo  3 & 14  Jul  (WM, 
PB).  Because  of  the  mid-summer  date,  a pair 
of  American  Kestrels  seen  17  Jul  at  Altos  de 
Piedra  above  Santa  Ee,  Veragiias  (DM,  VD,  KK, 
OM,  RM)  was  likely  from  the  localized  breed- 
ing population  that  has  recently  colonized 
Panama  from  South  America.  This  record  sup- 
ports the  notion  that  a South  American  sub- 
species is  continuing  its  westward  spread  into 
North  America.  Providing  only  the  2nd  docu- 
mented record  for  Costa  Rica,  an  imm.  Aplo- 
mado  Falcon  was  at  Rancho  Humo,  next  to 
Palo  Verde  N.P,  Guanacastc  19  Jul  (ph.  CG). 
Previously,  an  imm.  was  seen  in  Guanacaste  in 
Oct  a number  of  years  ago  (exact  date  and 
year  not  known).  The  only  other  reports  for 
the  country  have  been  of  two  separate  uncon- 
firmed sightings  of  birds  Hying  past  the  Kekol- 
di  hawk  migration  site  on  the  Caribbean  coast 
in  fall.  A Peregrine  Falcon  26  Jun  (ph.  JV,  CF, 
OK)  was  presumably  summering  in  the  high- 
lands at  San  Ignacio,  Clialatenango,  at  the  bor- 
der between  El  Salvador  and  Honduras. 

A small  wetland  at  this  same  Chalatenango 
site  hosted  a Ruddy  Crake  28  Jun  at  2233  m 
elevation,  the  highest  recorded  in  El  Salvador 
(CF,  JV).  JB  has  20  or  more  Rufous-necked 
Wood-Rails  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
house  inside  the  littoral  forest  on  Caye  Caulk- 
er, Belize  from  Sep  through  May.  This  year  for 
the  first  time,  one  with  an  injured  wing  re- 
mained through  the  summer.  There  is  no  evi- 
dence that  this  species  is  a year-round  resi- 
dent in  Belize.  Rare  anywhere  on  the  main- 
land of  Belize,  although  still  locally  common 
on  the  cayes,  7 White-crowned  Pigeons  were 
observed  flying  over  Buttonwood  Bay  in  Be- 
lize City  19  Jun  (PB).  At  the  opposite  end  of 
the  Region,  one  was  on  Cayos  Holandeses, 
Kuna  Yala  23  Jun  (ph.  EC).  The  species  is 
rarely  seen  in  e.  Panama. 

PARROTS  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

Painted  Parakeet  is  uncommon  in  its  very  lim- 
ited Panama  range  and  rarely  reported.  Note- 
worthy was  a group  of  about  16  eating  figs  in  a 
tree  near  Flores,  Veraguas  13  Jun  (VW,  GAr, 
JAC,  RE)  and  a flock  of  up  to  30  at  the  same  lo- 
cation 20  Jun  (KA,  BA,  GH,  DM,  DeM,  PM). 
These  were  the  first  to  be  reported  from  this  lo- 
cality. Also  noteworthy  were  flocks  of  about  25 
Barred  Parakeets  near  Altos  de  Piedra,  above 
Santa  Fe  17-18  Jul  (DM,  VD,  KK,  OM,  RM). 
The  species  is  rare  in  Panama.  An  Oilbird  seen 
on  a day  roost  at  1450  m in  the  Santa  Elena 


Cloud  Forest  Res.  near  Monteverde  on  the 
Caribbean  slope  of  Cordillera  de  Tilaran,  Gua- 
nacaste 2 Jun+  (ph.  EM),  with  as  many  as  5 
seen  at  one  time  later  in  the  summer,  was  per- 
haps only  the  4th  to  be  documented  in  Costa 
Rica.  There  are  two  specimen  records  (one 
from  Monteverde)  and  one  photographed  on  a 
day  roost  in  Corcovado  N.P  Recently,  reliable 
but  undocumented  sightings  have  come  from 
Rara  Aves  and  Cerro  de  La  Muerte,  and  there 
was  an  unsubstantiated  report  from  the  Gua- 
nacaste lowlands  last  Mar. 

In  El  Salvador,  a Black  Swift  at  Estero  Jalte- 
peque.  La  Paz  16  Jul  OY  CF)  was  a first  de- 
partment record  and  presumably  a fall  mi- 
grant. At  least  one  earlier  Jul  record  exists  for 
nearby  San  Salvador.  A Magnificent  Hum- 
mingbird was  observed  at  an  unusually  low 
altitude  of  850  m at  Parque  Los  Pericos,  La 


In  addition  to  two  unconfirmed  sightings  of  Aplomado  Fal- 
cons passing  the  Kekoldi  hawkwatch  on  the  Caribbean 
coast,  there  was  just  a single  confirmed  record  of  the 
species  in  Costa  Rica  prior  to  summer  2010.  This  immature 
seen  near  Palo  Verde  National  Park  on  1 9 July  201 0 pro- 
vided the  first  photographic  evidence  of  its  occurrence  in 
the  country.  Photograph  by  Cristian  Gamboa. 


This  Magnificent  Hummingbird  at  Parque  Los  Pericos,  El  Sal- 
vador on  19  June  2010  was  at  the  unusually  low  altitude  of 
850  meters.  It  most  likely  was  a post-breeding  disperser 
from  the  upper  slopes  of  the  San  Salvador  Volcano.  Photo- 
graph by  John  van  Dort. 
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Sedge  Wren  has  a spotty  distribution  in  Central  America,  with  isolated 
populations  found  mostly  in  the  highlands,  in  every  country  with  the  ex- 
ception of  El  Salvador — until  now.  Although  there  have  been  two  undocu- 
mented reports  from  the  country  during  the  past  IS  years,  seven  or  more 
heard  singing  26-30  June  201 0 in  five  high-altitude  wet  meadows  of 
Chalatenango  Department  (here  at  San  Ignacio,  30  June),  and  one  ob- 
served carrying  an  egg  sac,  provided  confirmation  of  the  species'  occur- 
rence and  breeding  in  the  country.  Photograph  by  John  van  Dort. 


Libertad,  19  Jun  (ph.  JV,  RJ).  For  this  and 
many  hummingbird  species,  the  summer  sea- 
son is  the  non-breeding  season,  and  this  bird 
most  likely  had  wandered  down  from  the  up- 
per slopes  of  the  San  Salvador  Volcano.  The 
first  ornithological  expedition  to  the  top  of 
Volcan  Chingo,  on  the  border  of  Guatemala 
(Jutiapa)  and  El  Salvador  (Santa  Ana),  on  23 
Jun  (OK,  CF)  found  several  interesting 
species,  including  2 Elegant  Trogons  in  the 
forested  crater  at  1700  m elevation,  the  high- 
est record  for  this  species  in  El  Salvador. 

An  Amazon  Kingfisher  at  San  Ramon  salt 
pans,  San  Alejo,  Bahia  La  Union  21  Jul  (OK, 
CF,  JV)  is  just  the  2nd  record  for  La  Union,  El 
Salvador.  An  Acorn  Woodpecker  at  Laguna  de 
Alegria  5 Jul  (CF,  JV)  was  the  first  record  for 
Usuhitdn.  Rare  in  Panama,  a Sharp-tailed 
Streamcreeper  was  seen  on  a stream  above 
Pirre  Ranger  Station  in  Darien  N.P,  Darien  8 
Jul  (KA,  IP).  An  isolated  population  of  Moun- 
tain Elaenia  (at  least  5 individuals)  was  dis- 
covered on  23  Jun  (OK,  ph.  CF)  near  the  top 
of  Volcan  Chingo,  Santa  Ana,  about  25  km 
from  the  nearest  known  population  at  the  San- 
ta Ana  Volcano.  In  cen.  El  Salvador,  an  Ochre- 
bellied  Flycatcher  at  Cinquera  10  Jul  (ph.  RJ, 
JV)  was  the  first  reported  for  Cabanas.  Pre- 
sumably resident,  this  bird  was  more  than  50 
km  from  the  nearest  known  population. 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

Purple  Martin,  easily  the  earliest  fall  migrant 
in  the  Region,  is  not  an  uncommon  sight  in 
late  Jun;  however,  200  flying  over  Belize  City 
on  the  early  date  of  19  Jun  (PB)  was  impres- 
sive. At  least  2 Brown-chested  Martins,  an  ir- 
regular migrant  to  Panama,  were  seen  at  the 
Rio  Mono  bridge  in  e.  Panama  25  Jul  (DM, 
DeM,  KK,  RM).  A minimum  of  7 Sedge 
Wrens  singing  26-28  Jun  at  five  different 
high-altitude  wetlands  of  San  Ignacio,  Chala- 


tenango, including  one  carrying  an 
egg  sac  (OK,  ph.  CF,  ph.  JV),  repre- 
sent the  first  confirmed  records  for 
El  Salvador.  There  have  been  a few 
undocumented  reports  from  other 
sites  in  the  country  during  the  past 
15  years.  This  species  is  very  local- 
ly distributed  in  the  highlands  of 
Honduras  and  elsewhere  in  Central 
America.  Nightingale  Wren  is  not 
uncommon  in  the  foothills  of  n. 
Alta  Verapaz,  but  a singing  bird  11 
km  ne.  of  Tucuru  on  the  s.  slope  of 
the  Yalijux  Mts.  12  Jul  (KE)  provid- 
ed the  first  record  for  this  range. 

Another  first  for  Usulutdn  was  a 
White-throated  Robin  at  Laguna  de 
Alegria  5 Jul  (CF,  JV);  there  are  very 
few  records  of  this  species  from  e.  El 
Salvador.  Multiple  Large-billed  Seed-Finches 
were  seen  at  El  Real,  Darien  6 Jul  (KA,  ph.  AR), 
documenting  the  continued  presence  at  this 
site  of  this  recent  South  American  arrival  in 
Panama.  The  local  population  was  discovered 
in  Jun  2007.  Cinnamon-bellied  Flowerpiercer 
is  common  in  the  Guatemalan  highlands;  how- 
ever, a male  at  800  m in  the  Los  Tarrales  Re- 
serve, Suchitepequez  1 Jul  OT-L.  EB,  ALL)  was 
at  an  unusually  low  elevation.  As  for  many 
other  nectarivorous  birds  in  Central  America, 
summer  is  the  non-breeding  season  for  this 
species.  After  Chusqitea  bamboos  flowered  in 
2008  at  Atitlan  Volcano,  Blue  Seedeater  has 
been  repeatedly  seen  in  Los  Tarrales  Reserve. 


Along  with  Large-billed  Seed-Finch,  a small  group  of  Yel- 
low-hooded Blackbirds  was  discovered  at  the  airport  at  El 
Real,  Panama  in  June  2007,  establishing  a first  for  North 
America.  A begging  Shiny  Cowbird  fledgling  following  one 
bird  suggested  that  the  species  may  have  already  been 
breeding  in  the  area  by  the  time  of  its  discovery.  Further 
evidence  was  obtained  on  6 July  2010,  when  several  (in- 
cluding this  one)  were  observed  engaged  in  courtship,  and 
one  was  seen  carrying  food  to  an  unseen  nest.  Photograph 
by  Alfred  Raab. 


First  seen  in  Panama  (and  North  America)  in  2007,  a small 
group  of  Large-billed  Seed-Finches  has  persisted  at  El  Real 
in  Darien  Province  ever  since  that  time.  This  individual  was 
one  of  several  seen  6 July  201 0.  Photograph  by  Alfred  Raab. 

This  summer,  2 were  recorded  12  Jun  and  5 Jul 
at  the  same  site  (JLL,  EB,  ALL).  Yet  another 
first  record  for  Usulutdn  in  El  Salvador  was  Yel- 
low-backed Oriole,  at  Cerro  El  Tigre  6 Jul  (ph. 
JV,  RJ).  Yellow-hooded  Blackbirds  engaged  in 
courtship  activity  and  one  apparently  carrying 
food  to  an  unseen  nest  10  Jul  at  El  Real  (KA, 
ph.  AR)  provided  further  evidence  of  an  estab- 
lished breeding  population  of  this  recent  ar- 
rival from  Colombia  at  this  site.  The  species 
was  first  recorded  here  and  in  North  America 
in  Jun  2007.  An  Orchard  Oriole  seen  in  Punta 
Gorda,  Toledo  27  Jul  (PB)  established  the  earli- 
est fall  date  for  this  species  in  Belize. 
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There  was  no  hurricane  in  the  Bahamas, 
and  the  weather  was  hot  and  sultry. 
There  was  a die-off  of  migrating  Great 
Shearwaters  in  June,  and  observers  reported 
the  Bahamas’  first  documented  Marbled  God- 
wits  and  locally  rare  Red  Phalaropes  and 
Brown  Thrasher.  Great-tailed  Grackle,  new  to 
the  West  Indies,  was  found  to  be  plentiful  on 
Isla  San  Andres.  North  American  migrants 
seen  in  the  West  Indies  in  late  June  or  early 
July  are  often  difhcult  or  impossible  to  cate- 
gorize as  late  spring  migrants,  early  fall  mi- 
grants, or  summering  birds. 

On  17  July  2010,  in  commemoration  of  the 
Johann  Christoph  Gundlach  bicentenary,  the 
Johann  Christoph  Gundlach  Cuban  Bird 
Banding  Centre  (C.B.B.C.)  was  officially 
opened.  Located  at  the  Siboney-Jutic  Ecolog- 
ical Reserve  in  Santiago,  the  main  goals  of  this 
permanent  banding  center  are  to  study  Cuban 
birds’  molt  patterns,  post-breeding  dispersal, 
sex  ratios,  and  life  expectancy,  to  obtain  sur- 
vival estimates,  and  to  assess  the  importance 
of  Cuban  habitats  for  bird  migration.  The  sta- 
tion also  plans  to  create  a database  available 
to  researchers  everywhere. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAILS 

Three  pairs  of  Blue-winged  Teal  were  at  the 
Cable  Beach  ponds,  Nassau,  Bahamas  1 Jun 
(PD,  TH,  WP),  but  only  one  pair  was  there  25 
Jun  (CW).  Twenty  Northern  Shovelers  flew 
over  St.  Georges,  Bermuda  4 Jul  (JR).  Two 
White-cheeked  Pintails  at  Cross  Cay,  Grand 
Bahama  and  4 on  a nearby  sandbar  17  Jun 
(BP,  SR)  were  unexpected.  A Ring-necked 
Duck,  unusual  in  summer,  was  noted  at  the 
Cable  Beach  ponds  27  Jun  (PD,  WP,  TH).  The 
last  Bermuda  Petrel  fledgling  departed  on 
27/28  Jun  QM)-  Th’s  was  another  record- 
breaking  season  for  this  endangered  species: 


93  confirmed  nesting  pairs  produced  51  suc- 
cessful fledglings.  Two  Cory’s  Shearwaters 
and  a Great  Shearwater  were  seen  off  Free- 
port, Grand  Bahama  13  Jun  (BP).  A die-off  of 
about  300  seabirds  was  observed  on  Abaco, 
Bahamas  beginning  in  early  Jun  and  lasting 
about  three  weeks.  Three  species  of  shearwa- 
ter were  found  along  an  8-km  monitored 
stretch  of  s.  Abaco.  Most  of  the  birds  identi- 
fied were  Great  Shearwaters,  along  with  one 
Sooty  Shearwater  and  a Cory’s  Shearwater. 
Reports  of  dead  seabirds  were  also  received 
from  Bahama  Palm  Shores  and  Elbow  Cay 
(CS).  Three  listless  Audubon’s  Shearwaters 
were  found  on  Big  Ambergris  Cay,  Turks  65: 
Caicos  16  or  17  Jul  (BNM). 

Purdy  and  Rolle  found  249  Double-crested 
Cormorants  17  Jun  on  cays  s.  of  McLean’s 
Town,  Grand  Bahama.  On  23  Jun,  a team 
from  the  Turks  & Caicos  government,  the 
Caribbean  Wildlife  Foundation,  San  Diego 
Zoo,  and  Fort  Worth  Zoo  visited  West  Caicos, 
an  uninhabited,  seldom-visited  island.  They 
found  97  Neotropic  Cormorants  and  105 
American  Flamingos.  The  flamingos  had 
started  nests,  but  none  had  been  completed 
{fide  BNM).  A Snowy  Egret  and  a Little  Blue 
Heron  summered  at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda 
(AD).  There  were  six+  Reddish  Egret  nests 
and  five  Tricolored  Heron  nests  on  cays  s.  of 
McLean’s  Town,  Grand  Bahama  17  Jun  (BP, 
SR).  In  early  Jun,  Purdy  counted  46  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Herons  and  30  nests  in  For- 
tune Bay,  Grand  Bahama.  Six  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  nests  with  2 young  each  were  at 
Lyford  Cay,  New  Providence,  Bahamas  29  Jun 


John  and  Karen  Shrader  visited  Isla  San  Andra,  a 
Colombian  island  off  Nicaragua,  8-1 1 Jun  and  found 
the  endemic  San  Andres  Vireo  to  be  plentiful.  They  also 
found  Great-tailed  Crackles,  with  a high  daily  count  of  55. 

The  grackles  have  been  present  on  San  Andres  since  before 
2006.  They  were  also  seen  on  Jamaica  in  2006  but  were  not 
widely  reported  at  that  time  (DBH,  AD).  Thus,  the  species  is 
essentially  new  to  the  official  West  Indies  list.  Other  inter- 
esting sightings  included  an  Osprey,  5 Semipalmated 
Plovers,  3 Whimbrels,  40  Brown-throated  Parakeets,  4 
Green-breasted  Mangos,  and  an  American  Redstart.  | 

(LH,  PD,  WP,  TH).  A Glossy  Ibis  was  at  the 
Treasure  Cay  dump,  Abaco  26  Jul  (EB).  Single 
Caribbean  Coots  summered  on  New  Provi- 
dence I.  at  Cable  Beach  G.C.  and  at  Blue 
Shark  G.C.  (TH,  WP,  PD,  LH).  Limpkins  were 
confirmed  nesting  at  Gladstone  Rd.  Agricul- 
tural Center  and  Cable  Beach  G.C.,  New 
Providence  (PD,  TH,  LH,  DK). 

SHOREBIRDS 
THROUGH  WARBLERS 

An  ad.  Spotted  Sandpiper  at  Saltus  L,  Bermu- 
da 2 Jul  (PH)  was  the  first  shorebird  of  the 
season  there.  The  37  Willets  found  e.  of  j 
McLean’s  Town  17  Jun  (BP  SR)  were  probably  1 

local  breeders.  Two  Marbled  Godwits  pho-  | 

tographed  at  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco  26  Jul  es- 
tablished the  first  documented  record  for  the  ' 
Bahamas  (EB,  BB);  the  only  previous  report  I 
was  from  Little  Exuma  15  Apr  2004  (PD,  RS).  ! 
The  first  reported  southbound  shorebirds  in 
the  Bahamas  were  5 Least  Sandpipers  on 


These  Roseate  Terns  were  photographed  3 July  2010  on  Spruce  Cay,  east  of  Nassau,  Bahamas.  Roseates  in  the  Caribbean  have 
shorter  tails  than  their  northern  relatives,  and  the  bases  of  their  bills  are  deep  orange,  recalling  Forster's  Tern  rather  than 
northern  Roseates.  Photograph  by  Linda  Huber. 
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Southwest  Ridge,  New  Providence  17  Jul  and 
12  Least  Sandpipers,  8 Semipalmated  Sand- 
pipers, a Western  Sandpiper,  and  a Greater 
Yellowlegs  there  24  Jul  (all  PD,  LL).  There 
were  35  Black-bellied  Plovers,  2 Western 
Sandpipers,  and  27  Short-billed  Dowitchers 
on  Green  Turtle  Cay  27  Jul  (EB).  A Red 
Phalarope,  rare  in  the  Bahamas,  was  seen  in 
the  Old  Bahama  Channel  20  Jul  (WM). 

Laughing  Gulls  are  normally  the  only  gulls 
seen  in  the  Bahamas  in  summer,  but  this  sea- 
son, there  was  a Ring-billed  Gull  at  Cable 
Beach  G.C.  3 Jun  (TH)  and  a hrst-summer 
Herring  Gull  at  West  End,  Grand  Bahama  30 
Jun  (BP).  Twenty-six  pairs  of  Laughing  Gulls, 
about  20  pairs  of  Royal  Terns,  and  15  pairs  of 
Caspian  Terns  were  nesting  on  L.  Catherine, 
West  Caicos  23  Jun  (BNM  et  al.).  Common 
Terns  had  a poor  breeding  season  in  Bermuda 
due  mainly  to  rat  predation.  A total  of  six 
pairs  fledged  9 chicks  (DBW).  In  Abaco 
Sound  31  Jul,  Bracey  found  24  Roseate  Terns 
(8  of  these  juvs.)  and  6 Least  Terns  (2  juvs.) 
on  “One  Rock.”  Nearby,  three  pairs  of  Bridled 
Terns  were  with  young  on  “Don’t  Rock,”  and 
5 Brown  Noddies  were  in  the  area.  About  50 
pairs  of  Roseate  Terns  were  noted  on  Spruce 
Cay,  n.  of  Atholl  I.  (OG,  fide  CW).  Grenada’s 
first  Large-billed  Tern,  noted  in  the  spring  re- 
port, was  last  seen  1 Jun  (AJ). 

Two  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  noted  on 
Bequia,  the  Grenandines  1-2  Jun  (TW).  A Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoo  was  at  Lucayan  G.C.,  Grand 
Bahama  1-2  Jul  (BP).  On  6Jun,  Purdy  heard  11 


Chuck-will’s-widows  singing  along  a short 
stretch  of  Jolly  Roger  Rd.,  Grand  Bahama,  sug- 
gesting the  population  may  be  greater  than  cur- 
rently believed.  One  calling  at  Coral  Harbour, 
New  Providence  through  21  Jul  (CW)  argues 
for  their  nesting  on  that  island  as  well.  Two 
Lesser  Antillean  Swifts  and  5+  Short-tailed 
Swifts  were  seen  near  the  trailhead  for  Vermont 
Nature  Trail,  St.  Vincent  3 Jun  (FS,  TW).  Two 
Bahama  Woodstars  along  North  Riding  Point 
Causeway,  Grand  Bahama  20  Jun  (BP)  were  un- 
expected there,  as  the  habitat  is  considered 
poor.  A Belted  Kingfisher  at  Cable  Beach  ponds 
27  Jun  (PD,  WP,  TH)  was  out  of  season.  There 
were  2 Bahama  Mockingbirds  in  McLean’s 
Town  and  one  on  the  North  Riding  Point 
Causeway  17  Jun  (BP,  SR);  the  latter  seemed  to 
be  in  a family  group  with  2 Northern  Mocking- 
birds (BP).  Ben  Rose  photographed  a Brown 
Thrasher  in  his  yard  near  the  Grand  Lucayan 
Waterway,  Grand  Bahama  29  Jun;  this  makes 
the  hrst  summer  record  and  6th  overall  record 
for  the  Bahamas.  A Prairie  Warbler  singing  un- 
til at  least  27  Jun  QH)  on  Hinson’s  I.  represents 
the  latest  summer  record  of  any  warbler  species 
for  Bermuda.  A Northern  Waterthrush  at  Tuck- 
er’s Town  Bay,  Bermuda  26  Jul  QM)  was  the  first 
fall  warbler. 

Addenda:  White-tailed  Tropicbirds  were  once 
again  documented  nesting  on  Tilloo  Cay,  Aba- 
co at  the  end  of  May.  Six  nests  were  found, 
ranging  from  the  egg  stage  to  pre-fledging 
chicks.  Three  of  the  nests  were  found  under 


the  coast  scrub  vegetation,  unlike  the  other 
nests,  which  were  in  more  typical  stone 
crevices  and  under  limestone  overhangs.  No 
remains  of  depredated  individuals  were  de- 
tected (CS).  Mackin  reports  seeing  two 
groups  of  3 Red  Phalaropes  each  in  the  Gulf 
Stream  23  May  while  returning  from  Cay  Sal. 

Observers:  Betsy  Bracey,  Elwood  Bracey,  Paul 
Dean,  Andrew  Dobson,  Larry  Dougan,  Ba- 
hamas National  Trust  Ornithology  Group 
(OG),  Brandon  Hay,  Tony  Hepburn,  Janice 
Hetzel,  Linda  Huber,  Anthony  Jeremiah.  Dan 
Kaspar,  Lionel  Levine,  Will  Mackin,  Jeremy 
Madeiros,  Bryan  Naqqi  Manco  (BNM), 
William  Binder,  Bruce  Purdy,  Jill  Raine, 
Shamie  Rolle,  Ben  Rose,  John  and  Karen 
Shrader,  Ron  Spencer,  Fitzroy  Springer,  Caro- 
line Stahala,  Carolyn  Wardle,  Tony  White, 
David  B Wingate.  © 
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Hawaiian  Islands  | 


Peter  Donaldson 


Summer  is  usually  a rather  quiet  season 
in  the  Region,  and  this  summer  was  qui- 
eter than  most.  Rainfall  was  generally  fo- 
cused over  the  windward,  northeastern  parts 
of  the  islands.  The  one  exception  was  the 
Kona  district  on  Hawaii  Island,  where  after- 
noon showers  in  July  brought  welcome  relief 


from  an  extended  dry  period.  Other  leeward 
areas  on  Hawaii,  and  on  Maui  Island,  contin- 
ued to  suffer  extreme  to  exceptional  drought 
conditions.  The  continuing  drought  adverse- 
ly affected  wetland  bird  nesting.  The  drought 
also  forced  closure  of  some  forest  areas  due  to 
extreme  hre  danger,  and  some  species  went 
unreported  as  a result.  Observer  coverage  was 


a bit  light  over  the  summer,  and  1 received 
only  a small  number  of  pelagic  reports. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  TERNS 

No  unusual  waterfowl  were  reported  over  the 
summer,  and  no  migrant  species  were  reported 
to  have  summered  in  the  Region.  Three  Hawai- 
ian Petrels  (Endangered)  were  seen  on  a pelag- 
ic trip  from  Kauai  1.  11  Jun  (CP,  DK,  FL).  Large 
numbers  of  Hawaiian  Petrels  were  heard  night- 
ly in  Haleakala  Crater  12-15  Jul  (FGsrKS).  One 
Buller’s  Shearwater,  2 Christmas  Shearwaters, 
and  2 Newell’s  Shearwaters  (Threatened)  were 
observed  on  a pelagic  trip  off  Kauai  I.  11  Jun 
(DK,  FL).  Buller’s  are  rare  migrants  in  the  Re- 
gion, while  Christmas  and  Newell’s  are  local 
breeders  that  are  reported  in  small  numbers  on 
pelagic  trips  around  the  main  islands.  A Band- 
rumped  Storm-Petrel  was  spotted  off  Oahu  20 
Jul  (C.R.C.).  Single  White-faced  Ibis  were  seen 
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ai  the  Kahuku  shrimp  ponds  27  Jun  and  14  Jul 
(MW),  and  2 were  found  at  the  Honouliuli 
Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R.  22  Jul  (PD,  RM). 
The  dry  conditions  may  be  affecting  the 
Hawaiian  Coot  (Endangered);  no  Hawaiian 
Coot  reproduction  was  observed  at  Kealia 
Pond  N.W.R.  over  the  summer  (MN). 

A Black-bellied  Plover  in  basic  plumage 
was  seen  at  the  Kii  Unit  of  James  Campbell 
N.W.R.,  Oahu  I.  29  Jun  (PD,  RM).  Black-bel- 
lieds  are  regular  in  the  Region  fall  and  spring, 
but  summering  birds  are  rare.  Pacific  Golden- 
Plovers  summer  regularly  in  small  numbers; 
23  at  Honouliuli  6 Jun  included  2 in  alternate 
plumage  (PD,  RM).  Single  Semipalmated 
Plovers  were  seen  at  Kii  29  Jun  and  at  the 
Kahuku  shrimp  farms  14  & 27  Jul  (MW). 
Hawaiian  Stilts  were  reported  to  have  had  a 
poor  nesting  season  in  some  areas,  probably 
because  of  the  very  dry  conditions  QM,  MN). 
At  least  17  Bristle-thighed  Curlews  summered 
in  the  Kahuku  area  on  Oahu  I.  (MS),  while  at 
least  2 Bristle-thigheds  summered  on  Molokai 
1.  (ADY).  Two  Franklins  Gulls  were  seen  in  at 
the  Kaunakakai  S.T.P.,  Molokai  I.  1 Jun 
(ADY),  and  one  was  seen  at  Kapolei  G.C., 
Oahu  1.  12  Jun  (DS).  Unlike  other  gulls  in  the 
Region,  Franklin’s  are  regular  spring/summer 


migrants  and  rare  otherwise.  One  Least  Tern 
was  spotted  at  the  Kahuku  shrimp  ponds  27 
Jun  (MW),  and  3 were  seen  at  nearby  Kii  29 
Jun  (PD,  RM).  Two  Least  Terns  were  seen  on 
French  Frigate  Shoals  31  Jul  (PH,  SH,  KB,  TB, 
PJ);  one  was  found  dead  there  8 Aug,  and  the 
dead  bird  was  collected. 

SANDGROUSE 
THROUGH  PASSERINES 

Thirty-six  Chestnut-bellied  Sandgrouse  were 
seen  near  the  Saddle  Rd.  junction  on  Hawaii 
I.  15  Jun  (CP  FL).  This  exotic  seems  quite  un- 
predictable— sometimes  good  numbers  are 
reported,  while  at  other  times  it  is  difficult  to 
find  at  all.  A Short-eared  Owl  was  reported  on 
French  Frigate  Shoals  14  Jun-16  Jul  (PH,  SH, 
KB).  Short-eareds  are  resident  on  the  main  is- 
lands, but  some  birds  on  the  nw.  islands  may 
be  migrants  from  Asia  or  North  America.  It  is 
unusual  for  a Short-eared  to  appear  on  one  of 
the  nw.  islands  in  summer.  A Mariana  Swiftlet 
(Endangered)  was  seen  on  Aiea  Trail  5 Jun 
(RB,  RF),  and  2 were  observed  along  the  trail 
10  Jun  (MO).  Single  Oahu  Elepaio  (Endan- 
gered) were  glimpsed  along  Aiea  Trail  8-9  Jun 
(CP,  MO,  FL).  No  Palila  were  reported.  Areas 
on  Hawaii  1.  where  this  endangered  species  is 


usually  found  were  closed  due  to  high  fire  | 
danger.  Single  Maui  Parrotbills  were  seen  on  I 
three  trips  into  Waikamoi  Preserve,  Maui  I.  | 
19-22  Jun  (CP,  FL).  One  Puaiohi,  2 Akekee,  jj 
and  one  Akikiki  (all  Endangered)  were  seen  i( 
in  the  Alakai  Swamp,  Kauai  I,  12  Jun  (CP,  !■ 
MO,  DK,  FL).  Single  Akohekohe  (Endan-  j 
gered)  were  observed  in  Waikamoi  Preserve,  I 
Maui  I.  1 & 7 Jul  (CP).  As  usual,  tour  groups  1 
and  a few  expert  birders  were  able  to  find  |l 

small  numbers  of  Hawaii  Creepers,  Akepa,  I 

and  Akiapolaau  (all  Endangered)  very  locally 
on  Hawaii  I.  Jun+  (m.ob.). 


Contributors:  Rebecca  Bates,  T.  Benally,  K. 
Burnett,  Cascadia  Research  Cooperative,  Les 
Chibana,  Reg  David,  Arleone  Dibben- Young, 
Darren  Dowell,  Ann  Egleston,  Robert  Foster, 
S.  Harvey,  Hawaii  Forest  & Trail,  Phillip 
Howard,  Patricia  Jackson,  David  Kuhn,  Frank 
Lambert,  Richard  May,  Jason  Misaki,  Michael 
Nishimoto,  Mike  Ord,  Rob  Pacheco,  Peter 
Donaldson,  Chuck  Probst,  Brooks  Rownd,  Je- 
remy Russell,  Dorcie  Sakuma,  Michael  Silber- 
nagle,  E & K.  Starr,  Michael  Walther. 
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New  Audubon  UVD  Release 
Available  September  2008 
(.)rders  Accepted  Now 
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"hn  impoipmt  adibiioii  it;  iiiintc'd  field 
guifU’s  " Philadelphia  Inquirer 

Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  505  Birds 
of  North  America  on  Two  DVD  is 
the  ideal  application  of  DVD  tech- 
nology to  a reference  source.  Beauti- 
ful moving  footage  and  stills,  bird 
calls  and  sounds,  annotated  visuals, 
authoritative  narration  and  range 
maps  help  users  quickly  and  pre- 
cisely locate  any  of  247  bird  species 
in  DVD  I,  258  species  in  DVD  II,  or 
all  605  species  in  the  two-disk  set,  at 
the  touch  of  a button. 

By  using  your  DVD  player's  remote 
control  you  can  repeat  a segment,  a 
shot  or  any  part  of  a bird’s  descrip- 
tion as  often  as  you  like,  or  even 
study  footage  in  slow  motion.  DVD 
puts  you  in  control. 

Use  a laptop  or  portable  DVD  player 
and  you  can  easily  bring  this  unique 
reference  into  the  field  for  easy  on- 
site identification.  Also  included  in 
each  DVD  package  is  the  informative 
64-page  Mini  FieldGuide  to  505  Birds 
of  North  America^  which  will  help  you 
find  birds  on  disk  and  in  the  field.. 

6 Hours  $69.95 


Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  Butterflies 
Common  and  Endangered  contains 
extremely  rare,  never  before  seen  mov- 
ing footage  of  21  of  the  22  U.S.  endan- 
gered and  threatened  butterflies — the 
lone  exception,  the  Lotis  Blue,  has  not 
been  seen  by  anyone  in  its  Northern 
California  habitat  since  1994  and  may 
be  extinct — and  tells  the  stories  of 
how  they  came  to  be  at  risk. 

This  companion  to  the  classic 
Audubon  Society’s  VideoGuide  to  505 
Birds  of  North  America,  is  also  the 
first  field  video  guide  to  common  North 
American  butterflies,  the  kind  found 
in  backyards  across  the  continent.  It 
features  beautiful  video,  range  maps, 
and  informative  narration  about  more 
than  70  common  butterflies  in  their 
native  habitat. 

The  VideoGuide  was  written  by  Dr. 
Paul  Opler,  author  of  the  Peterson 
Field  Guides  to  Eastern  and  Western 
Butterflies,  and  Jim  Ebner,  director  of 
Audubon  Butterfly  Essentials  for  Be- 
ginners and  Gardeners. 

2 Hours  $39.95 
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Washington  Po.st 
Audubon  Butterfly  DVD  Essentials 
for  Beginners  and  Gardeners  has 
everything  the  budding  lepidopterist 
needs  to  begin  identifying  the  common 
butterflies  found  across  the  United 
States.  Included  is  an  easy-to- 
understand  introduction  to  butterfly  bi- 
ology, butterfly  lifecycles  and  behavior, 
as  well  as  identification  sections  on  30 
of  our  most  common  species. 

Each  butterfly  species  has  its  own  fa- 
vorite foods  and  habitat  which  can  help 
attract  them  to  your  backyard  garden. 
Essentials  contains  all  the  information 
you'll  need  to  turn  your  garden  into  a 
butterfly  paradise,  plus  in  depth  looks 
at  25  favorite  butterfly  plants  and  many 
of  the  butterflies  they  attract. 

The  beautiful  video  of  favorite  and  sur- 
prising butterflies  is  sure  to  delight. 
Essentials  for  Beginners  and  Garden- 
ers was  written  by  Paul  A.  Opler,  author 
of  the  Peterson  Field  Guides  to  East- 
ern and  Western  Butterflies,  and  di- 
rector Jim  Ebner. 

2 Hours  30  Mins  $39.95 


MORE  INFO  OR  ORDER  AT  mastervision.com  or  800-876-0091  xl08  money  back  guaranteed! 

Or  send  check  or  money  order  to  Mastervision,  Dept.  103,  PO  Box  48,  Howell  MI  48844-0048.  Add  $5  S&H  per  oi’der. 
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Figure  1 . Though  this  digiscoped  image  of  the  Eurasian  Teal  at  Llanos  de  Hiray,  Baja  California  Sur,  Mexico  on  13  March  2010  was  taken  at  some  distance,  and  under  hazy  conditions,  it  shows  the  horizon- 
tally oriented  white  scapular  stripe  typical  of  this  taxon.  Digiscoped  image  by  Ryan  Merriil. 


Abstract 

This  paper  documents  the  hrst  Eurasian  Teal 
(Anas  [crecca]  crecca)  recorded  in  Mexico,  a 
single  male  at  Llanos  de  Hiray,  Baja  California 
Sur  on  13  March  2010.  Recent  records  of 
Eurasian  Teal  in  California  and  the  Pacific 
Northwest  are  summarized,  as  are  records  of 
Eurasian  Teal  x Green-winged  Teal  (Anas 
[crecca]  carolinensis)  hybrids. 

Field  encounter 

On  13  March  2010,  we  found  and  pho- 
tographed a Eurasian  Teal  (Anas  [crecca] 
crecca)  at  Llanos  de  Hiray,  Baja  California  Sur, 
providing  Mexico's  first  record  of  this  taxon. 
This  vernal  wetland  area,  often  abounding  in 
birdlife,  was  recently  described  by  Erickson 
et  al.  (2010). 


Merrill  first  noted  the  teal  late  in  the  morn- 
ing, after  the  group  had  divided  to  examine 
the  vast  numbers  of  waterfowl  and  shorebirds 
present.  Merrill  was  scanning  through  several 
thousand  ducks,  mostly  of  Blue-winged  Teal 
(A.  discors)  and  Cinnamon  Teal  (A. 
cyanoptera)  and  about  100  Green-winged  Teal 
(A.  [crecca]  carolinensis).  He  detected  the 
Eurasian  Teal  feeding  in  shallow  water  and 
examined  it  for  evidence  that  it  might  be  a 
Green-winged  Teal  x Eurasian  Teal  hybrid 
and  noted  none.  After  obtaining  several  digis- 
coped photographs  (Eigure  1),  Merrill  gath- 
ered Mlodinow  and  Palacios,  and  the  three 
together  relocated  the  bird  approximately  20 
minutes  later.  They  observed  the  bird  for  15 
minutes  at  a distance  of  approximately  150 


meters;  despite  some  heat  haze,  the  lighting 
was  favorable  for  observation.  The  bird  was 
similar  to  Green-winged  Teal  in  having  a 
chestnut  and  green  head,  blackish  bill,  gray- 
ish body,  yellowish  chest,  and  yellow  vent.  In 
contrast  with  Green-winged  Teal,  though,  the 
Eurasian  Teal  had  a strong  white  horizontal 
scapular  bar  and  lacked  any  sign  of  a white 
vertical  stripe  near  the  chest.  The  green  head 
stripe  was  bordered  by  distinct  narrow  white 
lines;  an  additional  line,  buffy  white  in  color, 
extended  forward  from  near  the  eye  to  the 
base  of  the  bill.  In  addition,  the  sides  of  the 
Eurasian  Teal  were  paler  gray  than  the  nearby 
male  Green-winged  Teal,  and  the  chest  was 
buttery  yellow  rather  than  the  darker  ochre- 
yellow  of  the  nearby  Green-wingeds. 
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Background 

Eurasian  Teal  is  considered  a species  separate 
from  Green-winged  Teal  by  many  ornitholo- 
gists (e.g.,  Livezey  1991,  Zink  et  al.  1995, 
Sangster  et  al.  2002,  Fox  2005)  and  ornitho- 
logical committees  (e.g.,  British  Ornitholo- 
gists’ Union:  <http://www.bou.org.uk/recbrlst 
ldna.html>).  It  was  formerly  treated  as  a full 
species  by  the  American  Ornithologists’ 
Union  (A.O.U.  1957)  but  is  not  currently 
(A.O.U.  1998). 

Eurasian  Teal  breeds  from  Iceland  and  the 
United  Kingdom  east  to  Alaska’s  Aleutian  and 
Pribilof  Islands  and  south  to  the  Black  Sea, 
Caspian  Sea,  and  Hokkaido  Island,  Japan;  the 
main  wintering  range  is  from  eastern  Africa 
east  through  India  and  Southeast  Asia  to  east- 
ern China  and  Honshu  Island,  Japan  (Fox 
2005).  Migrant  and  wintering  birds  are  regu- 
larly found  in  North  America  away  from 
Alaska.  We  reviewed  reports  published  in 
North  American  Birds  from  the  fall  of  2004 
through  the  spring  of  2010  (five  winter  peri- 
ods). We  attempted  to  avoid  double-counting 
birds  seen  during  more  than  one  season.  The 
Oregon  & Washington  region  averaged  13.5 
birds  annually,  on  a range  of  dates  spanning 
25  October  through  25  May.  The  Northern 
California  region  averaged  14.5  birds  per  year, 
from  21  October  through  21  April.  The 
Southern  California  region  averaged  only  1.6 
Eurasian  Teal  per  year,  with  dates  ranging 
from  18  November  through  8 April.  In  the  in- 
terior West,  there  are  records  from  Arizona 
(Monson  and  Phillips  1981,  Arizona  Bird 
Committee  files),  New  Mexico  (Williams 
2004),  and  Texas  (Lockwood  and  Freeman 

2004) .  Accepted  sightings  elsewhere  in  North 
America  cover  much  of  the  continent  but  are 
mostly  from  the  coasts.  Records  on  the  At- 
lantic coast  are  known  from  Labrador  to 
Florida  (A.O.U.  1998). 

Green-winged  Teal  x Eurasian  Teal  hybrids 
are  detected  regularly,  particularly  along  the 
Pacific  coast  of  North  America.  For  instance, 
the  ratio  of  apparently  “pure”  Eurasian  Teal  to 
Green-winged  Teal  x Eurasian  Teal  in  Wash- 
ington is  approximately  2:1  to  3:1  (Wahl  et  al. 

2005) .  Additionally,  in  Mexico,  a Green- 
winged Teal  X Eurasian  Teal  hybrid  was 
recorded  at  the  Rio  Guadalupe  estuary,  Baja 
California  on  3 January  2008  (Erickson  et  al. 
2007). 

Identification 

Male  Eurasian  Teal  in  breeding  plumage  are 
most  readily  separable  from  Green-winged 
Teal  by  the  presence  of  a moderately  thick 
white  line  on  the  scapulars  (horizontal  in  ori- 


entation when  the  bird  is  swimming)  and  the 
absence  of  a vertical  white  line  along  the  pos- 
terior border  of  the  chest  (Sibley  2000,  Pyle 
2008,  Svensson  et  al.  2009).  There  are  fairly 
prominent  white  or  buffy  white  lines  on  the 
face  that  border  the  green  stripe  and  extend 
from  this  stripe  to  the  bill;  these  markings  are 
generally  weak  or  lacking  in  Green-winged 
Teal  (Sibley  2000,  Pyle  2008,  Svensson  et  al. 
2009).  In  addition,  the  sides  and  flanks  of 
Eurasian  Teal  are  more  coarsely  barred  gray, 
giving  a more  pallid  appearance  to  this  area 
when  compared  to  Green-winged  Teal  (Sibley 
2000),  and  Green-winged  shows,  on  average, 
a more  richly  colored  and  slightly  darker 
chest  than  Eurasian  (Svensson  et  al.  2009).  As 
noted  above,  all  of  these  features  were  noted 
on  the  Llanos  de  Hiray  bird. 

Separating  male  Eurasian  Teal  from  male 
Eurasian  Teal  x Green-winged  Teal  is  more 
challenging,  as  the  latter  can  show  a variety  of 
intermediate  characters.  The  white  scapular 
and  chest  lines  are  sometimes  both  present, 
though  often  reduced  in  extent;  sometimes, 
however,  neither  stripe  is  visible  (Svensson  et 
al.  2009,  G.  Bieber,  pers.  comm.).  Facial 
markings  and  the  colors  of  the  side  and  breast 
also  tend  to  be  intermediate  but  can  appear 
more  like  one  parent  or  the  other.  The 
Eurasian  Teal  at  Llanos  de  Hiray,  however, 
showed  no  signs  of  intermediacy  in  any  of 
these  plumage  features.  Notably,  Mlodinow 
and  Merrill  have  moderate  experience  with 
both  “pure”  Eurasian  Teal  and  with  hybrids. 
On  current  knowledge,  female  Eurasian  and 
Green-winged  cannot  be  distinguished  in  the 
field,  and  hybrid  females  are  undescribed, 
though  they  clearly  must  exist. 

Discussion 

Given  that  this  species  is  annual  in  southern 
California  and  has  been  recorded  in  Arizona 
four  times,  thrice  since  2008  (Monson  and 
Phillips  1981,  Arizona  Bird  Committee  files) 
and  once  each  in  New  Mexico  (February 
2004;  Williams  2004)  and  Texas  Qatiuary- 
February  1994;  Lockwood  and  Freeman 
2004),  the  discovery  of  a Eurasian  Teal  in 
Mexico  has  been  expected.  Further  records, 
particularly  from  northern  Baja  California 
and  Sonora,  seem  likely. 
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Pictorial  Highlights 


1  • Barrow's  Goldeneye  was  confirmed  nesting  for  the  first  time  in  the  Ketchikan,  Alaska  area  in  sum- 
mer 2010  (here  18  June ).  The  species  is  a rare  and  local  summer  resident  in  Alaska's  Southeast,  found 
mostly  on  the  mainland.  Photograph  by  James  H.  Lewis. 


2  • Field  biologists  lucked  onto  this  Kittlitz's  Murrelet  sitting  on  a nest  with  an  egg  in  rocky  substrate  in 
the  Kakagrak  Hills  just  north  of  Cape  Krusenstern  on  the  Bering  Sea.  Photographed  here  on  15  June 
2010,  this  nest  is  one  of  a growing  number  of  nests  of  this  species  discovered  in  this  area.  Photograph 
by  Luke  H.  DeCicco. 


3  • This  Brown  Thrasher,  photographed  here  27  June  2010,  skulked  in  thickets  at  Mountain  Point, 
Ketchikan's  premier  vagrant  trap,  26  June  through  1 July.  It  represents  Alaska's  seventh  record.  Photo- 
graph by  James  H.  Lewis. 


4  • The  number  of  Alabama  records  for  Inca  Dove  was  doubled,  to  two,  by  the  surprise  appearance  of 
this  bird  in  a photograph  of  White-winged  Doves  from  Silverhill,  Baldwin  County  7 July  2010.  Photo- 
graph by  Lisa  Comer. 


5  • The  second  Willow  Flycatcher  breeding  confirmation  for  Alabama  came  in  spring  2009  near 
Cedarville,  Hale  County,  where  this  photograph  of  an  adult  at  the  nest  (here  1 5 June  2009)  was  taken. 
The  location  is  in  the  state's  Inland  Coastal  Plain,  much  farther  south  than  one  would  expect  for  this 
species.  Photograph  by  Bill  Summerour. 
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1 • Perhaps  an  early  refugee  from  a stormy  summer  on  the  prairies,  this  male  Mountain 
Bluebird  was  found  near  Murray  Corner,  New  Brunswick  28  August  2010  (here),  in  rather 
disheveled  state.  The  bird  remained  at  a small  cottage  area  along  the  shore  for  more 
than  two  weeks.  The  two  previous  records  for  the  province  were  in  November.  Photo- 
graph by  Gilles  Belliveau. 

2 • Only  the  second  ever  recorded  in  British  Columbia,  this  Least  Tern  was  photographed 
at  Sandspit,  Haida  Gwaii  (Queen  Charlotte  Islands)  24  June  2010.  Photograph  by 
Robert  McMorran. 

3 • Representing  Arkansas's  fourth  record,  this  juvenile  Cave  Swallow  was  at  Millwood 
Lake,  Little  River  County  29  July  2010.  All  previous  records  are  also  from  the  Millwood 
area,  the  first  in  2005.  Local  breeding  is  suspected  but  remains  unconfirmed;  by  late 
July,  an  immature  could  have  moved  into  the  area  from  elsewhere.  Photograph  by 
Charles  Mills. 

4 • This  wayward  male  Costa's  Hummingbird  was  nicely  photographed  in  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia  21  June  2010.  Photograph  byJoAnnMadenzie. 

5 • There  are  few  records  of  Oilbird  in  Central  America  north  of  Panama.  Recently,  Oil- 
birds  have  been  reported  with  increasing  frequency  from  Costa  Rica,  with  reliable  re- 
ports coming  from  Rara  Aves  and  Cerro  de  La  Muerte,  as  well  as  an  undocumented  re- 
port from  Guanacaste  lowlands  in  March  2010.  In  summer  2010,  as  many  as  five  were 
seen  at  one  time  in  the  Santa  Elena  Cloud  Forest  Reserve  near  Monteverde,  with  the 
first  individual  (seen  here)  discovered  on  2 June  201 0.  Photograph  by  Esteban  Mendez. 
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1 • News  of  this  Vermilion  Flycatcher,  found  on  an  Amish  farm  in  Holmes  County,  Ohio  14  June  2010, 
was  quickly  disseminated,  allowing  many  to  enjoy  this  one-day  wonder.  Photograph  by  Dane  Adams. 

2 'This  molting  adult  female  Connecticut  Warbler  captured  25  July  2010  on  the  shoreline  of  Lake  Erie  at 
Navarre  Marsh,  Ottawa  County  represents  a first  July  record  for  Ohio.  Photograph  by  Black  Swamp  Bird 
Observatory. 

B • Remarkably,  two  singing  male  Least  Flycatchers  were  found  in  the  Great  Basin  region  during  sum- 
mer 2010.  This  individual  remained  from  9 June  through  3 July  (here)  at  Mantua  Reservoir,  Box  Elder 
County,  Utah.  Photograph  by  Paul  Higgins. 

4 • Another  first  for  Nevada  in  summer  201 0,  this  White  Wagtail  was  found  by  Sara  Wittenberg  3 June 
at  the  Gallagher  State  Fish  Hatchery,  Ruby  Valley,  Elko  County.  This  bird  is  identifiable  as  subspecies 
lugens,  formerly  treated  as  a full  species.  Black-backed  Wagtail.  Photograph  by  Sam  Wittenberg. 

5 • Continuing  from  the  spring,  this  Purple  Gallinule  was  one  of  two  that  frequented  a backyard  in  La- 
Porte  County,  Indiana  through  7 June  2010  (here).  Photograph  by  Michael  R.  Brown. 
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1 • Part  of  a widespread  movement  into  the  East  in  summer  201 0,  these  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  were  star  attractions  at  Cape  May,  New  Jersey  from  1 8 July  through  1 9 September.  Three 
were  joined  by  a fourth  at  the  Migratory  Bird  Refuge  there  on  23  (here  20)  August.  Photograph  by  Mike  Crewe. 

2 • A rare  visitor  inland  in  Mexico,  here  in  Nuevo  Leon,  this  immature  Roseate  Spoonbill  was  at 
Monterrey  11  July  2010.  Photograph  by  Ignacio  A.  Rodriguez. 

3 & 4 • These  photographs  of  a Pine  Warbler  from  Agualeguas,  Nuevo  Leon  22  February  2009  document  one  of  only  a few  firm  records  of  this  species  in  Mexico.  Photographs  by  Ignacio  A.  Ro- 
driguez. 

5 • Photographs  of  this  male  Blue  Grosbeak  seen  320  kilometers  north  of  the  Arctic  Circle  at  Inuvik,  Northwest  Territories  in  mid-July  (here  20  July)  201 0 establish  an  extraordinary  first  for  the 
Northern  Canada  and  Greenland  region  and  certainly  the  northernmost  record  of  the  species  anywhere  in  the  world.  Photograph  by  Ron  A.  Lalonde. 

6 • This  adult  Black  Oystercatcher  at  Bahia  de  los  Angeles,  Baja  California  27  July  201 0 was  the  first  to  be  found  in  the  Gulf  of  California,  although  apparent  impurities  in  the  local  American  Oys- 
tercatcher  population  suggest  that  this  individual  was  not  the  first  to  have  traveled  there.  Photograph  by  Greg  Meyer. 
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1  • This  juvenile  Mississippi  Kite  at  Root,  Montgomery  County  20  August  201 0 is  the  first  of  its  species 
known  to  have  been  raised  in  New  York  state.  Photograph  by  Richard  Guthrie. 


2 • This  Yellow-nosed  Albatross,  a first  for  Ontario,  was  first  observed  flying  over  a parking  lot  along  the 
Lake  Ontario  shore  in  Kingston,  Frontenac  County  on  4 July  2010.  It  was  found  again  on  nearby  Wolfe 
Island,  Lennox  & Addington  County  1 6-1 7 (here  1 7)  July.  The  dusky  head  and  neck  indicate  the  nominate 
subspecies.  Photograph  by  Emma  K.  Brown. 

3 • A pair  of  American  Three-toed  Woodpeckers  observed  feeding  nestlings  at  Hurricane  Ridge,  Olympic 
Mountains,  Clallam  County,  Washington  represented  the  first  known  nest  of  this  species  in  the  Olympics 
since  1 921 . This  male  was  photographed  at  the  nest  cavity  on  2 July.  Photograph  by  Ryan  Merrill. 

4 • At  South  Beach,  Chatham,  Massachusetts,  this  tagged  Hudsonian  Godwit  was  first  found  15  July  2010 
and  was  seen  for  about  a week  there.  Its  red  leg-flag  read  "AKA,"  which,  along  with  the  green  leg  band, 
indicates  that  it  had  been  tagged  on  its  wintering  grounds  near  the  town  of  Delcahue  on  Chiloe  Island, 
Chile  21  January  2010.  Photograph  by  Vern  Laux. 

5 • Pending  acceptance  by  the  California  Bird  Records  Committee,  this  Veery  observed  in  Chester,  Plumas 
County  20-21  (here  21)  June  2010  will  establish  the  first  record  for  the  western  Sierra  Nevada.  Photograph 
by  Matt  Brady. 

6 • Careful  study  of  several  images  taken  of  this  swallow  at  Port  Susan  Bay,  Snohomish  County,  Washington 
1 8 July  201 0 revealed  it  to  be  an  apparent  Cliff  Swallow  x Violet-green  Swallow.  This  hybrid  combination  is 
previously  undocumented.  Photograph  by  Steven  G.  MIodinow. 
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1 & 2 • This  bird,  discovered  along  Winter  Ridge,  Lake  County,  Oregon  19  June  2010,  displayed  plumage  characteristics  that  suggest  a Hairy  Woodpecker  x White-headed  Woodpecker  hybrid. 
Note  the  neariy  solid  black  back  and  wings,  extensive  white  in  the  face  and  forecrown,  white  speckling  in  the  black  of  the  crown  and  in  the  lores,  as  well  as  the  heavy  black  mottling  in  the 
flanks.  There  are  no  published  reports  of  this  hybrid  combination  in  the  literature.  Photographs  by  Dave  Irons. 


3 & 4 • Found  by  a birding  tour  group,  this  Bar-tailed  Godwit  remained  at  Luck  Lake,  Saskatchewan  from  9 (here)  through  1 2 June  201 0.  It  provided  the  province  with  its  second  confirmed 
record.  Photographs  by  Tom  Hince. 
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1 • This  strange-looking  warbler,  photographed  at  Duvall,  King  County,  Washington,  was  present  27  June 
through  5 July  (here)  2010.  It  is  believed  to  represent  just  the  second  documented  record  of  a MacGillivray's 
Warbler  x Common  Yellowthroat  hybrid.  Photograph  by  Ryan  Merrill. 

2 • Providing  excellent  documentation  of  this  very  rare  and  local  breeding  bird  of  the  southern  Appalachians 
was  a pair  of  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  making  food  deliveries  to  a nest  in  Blowing  Rock,  North  Carolina  on 
8 June  2010.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Lewis. 

3 • This  adult  male  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  was  one  of  three  that  frequented  the  area  of  the  San  Diego 
River  mouth,  San  Diego  County,  California  in  June  (here  28  June)  and  early  July  2010.  Photograph  by 
Thomas  A.  Blackman. 

4 • This  adult  Glossy  Ibis  (here  with  an  adult  White-faced  Ibis)  was  found  at  Morgan  Lake,  San  Juan  County, 

New  Mexico  on  3 June  2010.  The  spread  of  both  species  into  the  North  American  interior,  in  multiple  directions, 
continues  to  be  strong,  with  climate  change  suspected  to  be  the  primary  cause.  Hybrids  of  the  two  species  are 
increasingly  documented,  as  these  species  pioneer  more  deeply  into  each  other's  core  breeding  range. 
Photograph  by  Tim  Reeves. 

5 • The  population  of  Swallow-tailed  Kites  in  southeastern  Texas  has  been  increasing  over  the  past  two  decades. 

In  2010,  new  nesting  sites  were  located  along  the  Upper  Coast,  including  a pair  that  successfully  fledged  young 
at  Double  Bayou  Park,  Chambers  County  18  June  and  later  (here  5 July).  Photograph  by  Joseph  Kennedy. 
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